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Items for the January 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

December 15th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From Rev. Kevin Porter 
 

“Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low; the crooked 
straight and the rough places plain.  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 

flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” - Isaiah 40:4-5 
 

 These familiar verses from the prophet Isaiah keep running through my 
mind accompanied by the music of Handel’s Messiah as my “Advent anchor” 
this year. As I take stock of how to make sense of the world through the lens of 
Advent, I keep coming back to this promise from scripture:  When I wake up to 
news of yet another school shooting in the heartland or a record-setting number 
of homicides at home;  when I get in my car and see evidence of what seems to 
be an excessive number of car accidents on the streets from the night before; 
when I listen to talking-heads seeking to make sense of our frayed societal fabric 
with its caustic rhetoric and polarized politics – not to mention our inability to 
even be on the same page regarding how (or even if) we are to take care of our-
selves in this time of pandemic.   
 

 In the face of all the above, economic and racial inequality, climate 
change, and all the many other mountains of injustice and valleys of despair 
around us, I find hope through our belief in the prophet’s proclamation that even 
these seemingly insurmountable challenges not only can, but shall be overcome. 
And that hope can empower us to do our part in that reckoning work to bring 
into balance those things that seem so out of kilter.   Particularly during Advent 
that means claiming and letting go of those things that contribute to these toxic 
extremes, and embracing God’s invitation to bear Christ’s presence in the world 
through us. 
 

 And yet, if we are to remain hopeful, we must (to steal a phrase from a 
bumper sticker) think globally and act locally. As a congregation, acting locally 
means exploring how we can nurture this wonderfully diverse community and 
strengthen our witness in ministry with our neighbors.  It means continuing to 
appreciate the gifts given to us by those who have brought us thus far, and open-
ing ourselves to the possibilities of new people and ideas God has in store.  It is 
as basic as adding our voices in worship and lending our presence to our minis-
tries and in the committees of the church.  It involves honoring all voices as we 
discern how to be good stewards of our world and learn how better to speak truth 
in love with one another.  
 

 Just as in our personal lives, making the shifts in our congregational life 
that Advent challenges us to make might not seem to be that consequential com-
pared to the mountains and valleys in our midst.  But neither did the faithful ac-
ceptance of one seemingly-powerless young woman named Mary to allow God 
to work through her – and look how the world has been changed by that one act! 
May God bless you – and us – with an Advent undergirded by God’s promise to 
enlist us in the gospel work of making right what is wrong so that all flesh might 
see it together!  See you in church!  

                      - Rev. Kev  
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP  

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 
___________________________ 
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Youth News 
We hope you can join us for our annual Christmas Festival on December 18, 2021 from 10:00—12:00pm. 

This is a masked event and RSVP is required as space is limited. To RSVP call (215) 843-8811 and leave a 

voicemail.  
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