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From t he Pasto

The theme for the season discerned
from our staff retreat
ing, 6 a fact |1 dm sure
have been working in and with and through it for a
while now. The month of October is going to see
delve into it more deeply, and | pray that will be a
) tive journey for you.

However, someone told me recently
recent past, the months of pandemic,

v x arsd,_&mour ni ng,feéemarnfa. Yet thelwofd tontinues tb @aop t
LY uKAa up %rgur(ljdzt em, which they found irritating. They rejected the idea that we are
a Ay A& (18 SNX apIvIn@urning, even while acknowledging things are difficult. | tell this story because |
< 4 oA sure they are not alone in this sentiment.
hOu20SNJ XA ”k &E r&mh e§rr(1})eclgf the death of a beloved parishioner when | was on Long
/| 5C/ XDIRKIXiIXEIHs| and. Anna was 100 years old and h
hOGd | KEX® 8§1t§§d He&ncgope for a while, so her only son spent every Sunday VYIth her, lis
A 5 A A ening first to CDs of the previous
2 St 02 Y X XKXdbidéning to whatever NY team was playing on the radio. When she passed, | met
DI / a K&&xx) y&gth him concerning her funeral. He was adamant that a funeral was a barbaric ¢
] R tom, unnecessary as the person was g
, 2dz0 KX X % X% & X R4 N gently reminded him that funerals are for those who are left behind, and as
adzii OXK®¥ X X ﬁqﬁ%was so dear to the congregation, it would be his gift to them to celebrate he
ife.

a2dNyAYy3 Lyfd2 g buyidddencéhveRation, | discovered that when he was little, Anna,
¢ SNNE / SXSPpKf @ 2Rad emigrated from Poland, had s

e night. I looked up the words and the pronunciation on google and practiced with
- > 4 = an audio file to try and speak it as accurately as possible in the service.
- - - - The service was held at the funeral home, and hugely attended by parishic
L 9

ers who had known and loved Anna. Her son and his wife sat stoically in the fron

row, with the open casket to my left as was the custom on Long Island. It was a
ltems for beautiful service with many heartfelt remembrances. Right before the commenda
i s s UM nadfa W ton, | read the prayer in Polish to the best of my ability. Much to my surprise, anc
due on probably his, Annads son began cryin
Oct obe$® e n g fasterand the sobs louder until his body was convulsed with weeping. As the pra
and then the service came to an end, so did his mourning. For that is what it was

Communi cat There is much we are grieving right now, knowingly or not. Time lost.
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Relationships stressed. Deaths because of COVID and other reasons. Job:
' ended. Children grown. Friends and colleagues who have moved. The end

M

1- of Christendom. Even good things can mean change that causes grief. Chi
e dren who graduate from college and move out on their own. A promotion
/‘J' on the job moving to a new location and the loss of the collegiality built

b over years. A new hor@ep- or downsizing that changes how we negoti-
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP ate simply daily tasks like doing laundry or making breakfast.
Change is constant. Change is hard. Change means loss. Loss mea
mourning. If we are willing to lean into that mourning, to face the ways that
Everyone is invited to worship, study| the changes we have and are experiencing are impacting us, individuall

and enjoy friendships at The Firgihd as a community, there is a chance for us to grow and move into whate
Presbyterian Church in Germantowg., God is cal | i n g us to next. | p

Thereareservice,outreachandf\?‘)-ord we use to acknowledge it an

lowship opportunities in abundancg o+ moving forward in hope and grace.
In addition to weekly and monthly

scheduled services and activitiss,
www. f town. d
click or?(;?oi::rir;ﬁgvc;ntz SvrtSb ngezs 0 CT 0 B E R B I RT H DAYS
for more information.
Gayl Henze................... October 1st
Tolearn more, please email | Wiilliam Young............. October 3rd

Sundays at 10 a.m.

-Rev. Rebecca

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com
or call the church office at sara. Greene """"""""" OCtOber 5th
2158438811, Danielle Howard...........October 8th

Kai Jeanine Burton...... October 9th

windowsa publ il DuaneHome ... October 9th
[ n Ger mant o W!’] ‘ Faith LeWiS...... ............. OCtOber gth
mation 5381 fsh  Charlene Hardy............October 10th
spomitocontent  Cherese Akers.............October 12th
se11 or emall:  Timothy Robinson.......October 14th
@ pcgermantown FErnest Freeman........... October 17th

Contritbutors = PeterErskine ............. .October 18th

Cherese Aker s

Chri st i-Rinv eHdreay € Ruel Benain OCtObel' 21St
Eileen Jones Dhyan Cassie................October 21st

Contina Lee Lu

Rev. Kevin Por Marc DiNardo.... ...... OCtOber 25th
Rev. Rebecca S  KyarraGibbs ...............October 25th

John Walthausen

A Message from the CDF!
The CDFC would Ii ke to announce
hour again after Sunday Worship
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October Challenge Offering: Peace & Global Witness Offering

The Peace & Global Witness Offering is the third of four dedicated PC(USA) Offerings. It encourages
the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and division, and embrace our God's mission of
reconciliation to those around the corner and around the world. There are multiple ways this occurs. For
example, each year the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program welcomes an international cadre of leaders
from partner organizations and denominations. They visit churches in the US to provide a global
perspective about issues impacting the world. 25% of the Peace & Global Witness Offering with stay
with our own congregation, for our own ministries of peacemaking and reconciliation. 25% will go to
the Presbytery of Philadelphia to be joined with other congregations in our area to support peacemaking
work in our region. 50% goes to the Presbyterian Mission Agency to support programs and ministries
working actively for peace and justice around our nation and the world.

We come together

to promote the peace of Christ

by addressing systems of injustice
in our own communities and
around the world.

b MATTHEW 25

PEACE LOBAL WITNE
% K sncnSovﬁt&s? o SEPTEMBER 5-OCTOBER 3, 2021

PEACEMAKING AND RECONCILIATION

Introducing Kevin Gregory

The Personnel Committee is pleased to welcome Kevin Gregory to our
sexton team! Kevin will be working the “evening shift” Monday through
Friday from 3:00 or 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. as our former sexton Clinton
“CJ” Cotton has moved into a full-time position restoring cars. You may
recognize Kevin as he owns his own company, K.G. Floor Care, and has
been doing the Jennings Room carpet cleaning, as well as caring for our
vestibule and sanctuary flooring for several years. He will continue those
independently contracted jobs with us, during other times from when he
will be working as a sexton. We are blessed to have someone already
familiar with our building and community take on this position.

If you spend any time with Kevin you will realize two things: he is great
with kids and he loves basketball. His passion is volunteering and
mentoring youth through sports. He has used those gifts at the Jewish
Community Center on City Avenue for many years, garnering volunteer
awards there for teaching basketball fundamentals and coaching
basketball and T-ball. When you see Kevin in the building, please give
him a warm FPCG welcome!







