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Items for the November 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

October 15th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 
 

 The theme for the season discerned 

from our staff retreat last June is “Mourning Into Danc-

ing,” a fact I’m sure many of you already know as we 

have been working in and with and through it for a little 

while now. The month of October is going to see us 

delve into it more deeply, and I pray that will be a posi-

tive journey for you. 

However, someone told me recently they didn’t care for it. That while the 

recent past, the months of pandemic, have been challenging, they didn’t like the 

word “mourning,” and didn’t in fact, feel mournful. Yet the word continues to crop 

up around them, which they found irritating. They rejected the idea that we are 

mourning, even while acknowledging things are difficult. I tell this story because I 

am sure they are not alone in this sentiment. 

It reminded me of the death of a beloved parishioner when I was on Long 

Island. Anna was 100 years old and had been homebound for a decade. Anna’s 

sight had been gone for a while, so her only son spent every Sunday with her, lis-

tening first to CDs of the previous week’s sermon, then having lunch, followed by 

listening to whatever NY team was playing on the radio. When she passed, I met 

with him concerning her funeral. He was adamant that a funeral was a barbaric cus-

tom, unnecessary as the person was gone and wouldn’t know it was happening any-

way. I gently reminded him that funerals are for those who are left behind, and as 

Anna was so dear to the congregation, it would be his gift to them to celebrate her 

life. 

In our further conversation, I discovered that when he was little, Anna, 

who had emigrated from Poland, had said the Lord’s Prayer in Polish to him every 

night. I looked up the words and the pronunciation on google and practiced with 

an audio file to try and speak it as accurately as possible in the service.  

The service was held at the funeral home, and hugely attended by parishion-

ers who had known and loved Anna. Her son and his wife sat stoically in the front 

row, with the open casket to my left as was the custom on Long Island. It was a 

beautiful service with many heartfelt remembrances. Right before the commenda-

tion, I read the prayer in Polish to the best of my ability. Much to my surprise, and 

probably his, Anna’s son began crying, then as I continued to read, the tears came 

faster and the sobs louder until his body was convulsed with weeping. As the prayer 

and then the service came to an end, so did his mourning. For that is what it was. 

There is much we are grieving right now, knowingly or not. Time lost.    
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP  

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 
___________________________ 

Relationships stressed. Deaths because of COVID and other reasons. Jobs 

ended. Children grown. Friends and colleagues who have moved. The end 

of Christendom. Even good things can mean change that causes grief. Chil-

dren who graduate from college and move out on their own. A promotion 

on the job moving to a new location and the loss of the collegiality built 

over years. A new home – up- or down-sizing that changes how we negoti-

ate simply daily tasks like doing laundry or making breakfast.  

Change is constant. Change is hard. Change means loss. Loss means 

mourning. If we are willing to lean into that mourning, to face the ways that 

all the changes we have and are experiencing are impacting us, individually 

and as a community, there is a chance for us to grow and move into whatev-

er God is calling us to next. I pray that we can “mourn” together, whatever 

word we use to acknowledge it, and that this month’s worship and practices 

support moving forward in hope and grace. 

             - Rev. Rebecca Segers 

A Message from the CDFC 
The CDFC would like to announce that we will begin hosting coffee 
hour again after Sunday Worship. More information to follow!  
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