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From the Pastor
“Welcome back to worship!” These might be
words I would write in previous seasons at this time of
year. People would be coming back from vacation; trips
to see family and maybe even places further afield. I
know some of that happened this summer, with many
of our community being vaccinated and beginning to
feel a bit more comfortable with all that travel entails.
However, with the rise of the Delta variant the caution
of the past year and half are on the rise again too. So here we are entering a new
season that feels a little like one step backward after two steps forward.
This makes the work that the staff did together on our retreat even more perIn this Issue
tinent. We landed on the theme of Mourning to Dancing, from Psalm 30:10-11: “Hear,
Minister’s Message….1,2 O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper! You have turned my mourning into dancing; you taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.”
Sept. Birthdays......……..2
The fact is we are in a time that can feel like perpetual mourning. The global
pandemic continues deep into its second year, even as some had hoped the vaccine
Youth News………………..3 would bring it to an end. Our national divisions remain entrenched with no relief in
Sept. Challenge Off….….3 sight. Climate change is wreaking havoc around the globe. At this writing, the flooding in Tennessee and the earthquake in Haiti are its most recent iterations, while wildFPCG Camping Trip……..4 fires on the west coast also continue. Additionally, Afghanistan is on the verge of collapse and governments around the world are roiled by the COVID virus.
Music News………………..5
There are positive notes resounding too, although often they are more local.
We brought music back into the sanctuary over the summer, hosting three fantastic
Peace Day Philly………….6
Artcinia concerts, and look to doing more in the fall, with our Director of Music MinTerry Retirement………..7 istry John Walhausen’s group “Filament” performing in October. Additionally, the
Keystone State Boychoir is slowly starting its season back up again; they will be joinWelcome Bill……………...7 ing us in worship on Sunday, October 31, 2021 as we celebrate All Saints’ Sunday.
While our beloved Building Manager Terry Boyer is retiring on Friday, SepBible Study………………….7 tember 3, 2021, we have hired a capable and spirit-filled person to fill his position, Bill
Pres Disaster Assist…….8 Cleary. We will be celebrating Terry’s many years of service with us on Sunday, September 19, 2021 after worship. This will also be the day that we will honor as our Rally Day, with the CDFC providing box lunches (COVID safety is a part of this calculation, even as we long to be in community together), and cake for the party.
In short, we will be striving to remember throughout the month and into the
months ahead, that God is sovereign and in the midst of everything. If we are paying
Items for the September attention, we will see the threads dancing through the challenges, even as we intenissue of Windows are tionally mourn that which is lost or changed.
I invite you to notice those places in your life where you might be feeling
due on
both
–
a
sense of mourning what will never be the same, while observing God’s presOctober 15th. Send to
ence dancing in the midst of it all. As we share these moments together, both verbally
and literally, we can be assured that God is with us, just as Jesus promised in Matthew
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship, study
and enjoy friendships at The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities in abundance.
In addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities, visit
www.fpcgermantown.org and
click on Special Events web pages
for more information.

___________________________
To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.
___________________________
Windows is a publication of
The First Presbyterian Church
in Germantown. For questions regarding the information published here or to
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http://www.peacedayphilly.org/events/

https://bit.ly/Interfaithprog.
VIRTUAL - https://www.tfafor ms.com/4926150.

https://bit.ly/RootsofViolenceArcadia.
VIRTUAL - https://bit.ly/ZoomRegistr ationAr cadia.

https://bit.ly/communitypeace

https://bit.ly/Meditationlovingkindness
VIRTUAL - https://bit.ly/ZoomRegister Meditation.

https://bit.ly/PeaceontheStreets

https://bit.ly/PeaceDayPhilly2021.
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For Such a Time as This: Esther Bible Study
A Bible Study on the book of Esther, the tale of a woman who overcame great challenges to save her people,
will begin on Thursday, September 23, 2021 from 12:30-1:30 p.m. It will be held every Thursday via Zoom
and is open to any and all who would like to deepen their faith and connect with others in the church community. The story of Esther has a lot of offer us as we continue this in this challenging season. Please join us as
we share the journey together by using the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/95470590052 or call in with 1-301
-715-8592 and enter Meeting ID: 954 7059 0052# when prompted to do so.
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Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
The scale of the disaster facing Haiti after the Aug. 14 earthquake is becoming clearer. This catastrophe
comes on top of Haiti's ongoing struggles with endemic hunger and poverty. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing emergency relief and short-term recovery in the impacted area. The PC(USA)
through PDA and together with regional World Mission colleagues, will remain active throughout the entire recovery process.
GIVE - Gifts can be made at presbyterianmission.org/give-haiti, by phone at 800-872-3283 or by check,
which can be mailed to Presbyterian Church (USA), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, Pa. 15264-3700
ACT - Share our Mobile Cause Campaign link (bit.ly/PDAHaiti) Learn how you and your congregation
can help families who have lost everything in the devastation. Stay informed and like us on Facebook
(Facebook.com/PDAcares), download resources at pda.pcusa.org/pda/resources and share updates with
your congregation.
PRAY - As this earthquake continues to cause destruction and loss of life, please pray with us that the
communities affected by this event and those offering assistance will be strengthened, have their needs met
and be reminded of the hope found in God.
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