
 

August 15, 2021 



*congregation standing; †latecomers may be seated  

August 15, 2021                                   
 

"Always keep an open mind and a compassionate heart." - Phil Jackson  
 

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:00 AM     
 

GATHERING AS GOD’S FAMILY 

Prelude:  Introduction, Chorale and Variations on “Holy, Holy, Holy”               Piet Post 
             

Welcome and Announcements  
 

†*Call to Worship                               Rev. Kevin Porter 

One:  Come, seekers of wisdom and truth,   

Many:  God’s wisdom has called us here,  

One:  Come, lovers of Christ’s teachings and guidance, 

Many:  Christ’s love has called us here.   

One:  Come, singers of thanksgiving and praise,   

All:  the Spirit’s presence has gathered us here!   
 

*Hymn 482:  Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty      LOBE DEN HERREN 

Praise ye the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! O my soul, praise him, for he is your 
health and salvation! All ye who hear now to his temple draw near; join me in glad adoration. 

 

Praise ye the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, shelters thee under his 
wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been granted 

in what he ordaineth?  
 

Praise ye the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! All that has life and breath, come now 
with praises before him. Let the Amen sound from his people again; gladly for aye we 

adore him. 
 

CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD 
 

Prayer of Confession              
Holy God, we thank you that you receive us not according to our failing good-
ness, but according to your overflowing grace. You receive us as we are. You 
show us what we can be. You have come to us in Jesus Christ to share our com-
mon lot and reconcile us to yourself. Sweep over us with your Spirit, change us 
by your love, that we may sing with joy before you, and live to your glory in the 
world.  

Silent Meditation 

Assurance of Pardon 

†*Congregational Response 579:  Gloria Patri  
Glory be to the Father 
And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
And ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen. 
 

†*Sharing the Peace of Christ       

The mission of The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown 
is to reflect the loving presence of Christ  

as we serve others faithfully, worship God joyfully and share life together 
in a diverse and generous community. 



PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

Prayer for Illumination                Randy Clever 

The First Lesson:  Proverbs 9:1-6      Page 558 OT  

Wisdom has built her house, she has hewn her seven pillars. She has slaughtered her ani-
mals, she has mixed her wine, she has also set her table. She has sent out her servant-girls, 
she calls from the highest places in the town, “You that are simple, turn in here!” To those 
without sense she says, “Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed.  Lay 
aside immaturity, and live, and walk in the way of insight.” 
 

Leader:    God’s Word is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 
 

A Time for Children 
 

Anthem:  I'll Walk with God         Nikolaus Brodszky  

I'll walk with god 
From this day on 

His helping hand I'll lean upon 
This is my prayer my humble plea 

May the lord be ever with me 
 

There is no death though eyes grow dim 
There is no fear when I'm near to him 

I'll lean on him forever 
And he'll forsake me never 

 

He will not fail me as long as my faith is strong 
What ever road I may walk alone 

 

I'll walk with god 
I'll take his hand 

I'll talk with god he'll understand 
I'll pray to him 

Each day to him 
 

And he'll hear the words that I say 
His hand will guide my throne and rod 

And I'll never walk alone 
While I walk with god. 

 

Jason Brocious, Tenor  
 

The Second Lesson:  1 Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14    Rev. Rebecca Segers  
            Pages 290-292 OT 
Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David.  The time that Da-
vid reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three 
years in Jerusalem. So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was 
firmly established. 
 

Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed 
and offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that 
was the principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that al-
tar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to 



your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteous-
ness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and 
steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O LORD my 
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a 
little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to 
discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 
  

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your ene-
mies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I now do accord-
ing to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been 
before you and no one like you shall arise after you.  I give you also what you have not 
asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will 
walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, 
then I will lengthen your life.” 
 

Leader:    God, we thank you for your Word. 
People:   The story of your grace. 
 

Sermon:  WISHES GRANTED     Rev. Rebecca Segers  
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

A Time for Meditation on the Word 

*Hymn 2130:  The Summons (from Sing The Faith)            KELVINGROVE 

Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? Will you go where you don't know 
and never be the same? Will you let my love be shown. Will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
 

Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? Will you care for cruel and kind and 
never be the same? Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? Will you 

let me answer prayer in you and you in me? 
 

Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? Will you set the prisoners free and nev-
er be the same? Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, and admit to what 

I mean in you and you in me? 
 

Will you love the “you” you hide if you but call your name? Will you quell the fear inside 
and never be the same? Will use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me. 
 

Lord, your summons echoes true When you but call my name. Let me turn and follow you 
And never be the same. In your company I'll go Where your love and footsteps show. Thus 

I'll move and live and grow In you and you in me. 
 

*Affirmation of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the 



holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resur-
rection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 

Offering Our Gifts 
Offertory:  Panis Angelicus       César Franck  

Latin Text 
Panis Angelicus fit panis hominum 
Dat panis coelicus figuris terminum 

O res mirabilis! Manducat Dominum 
Pauper, pauper, servus et humilis 
Pauper, pauper, servus et humilis 

 

English Translation 
The angel's bread becomes the bread of men 

The heavenly bread ends all symbols 
Oh, miraculous thing! The body of the Lord will nourish 

The poor, poor, and humble servant 
The poor, poor, and humble servant 

 

Jason Brocious, Tenor  
 

*Congregational Response 592:  Doxology        OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

   GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*Hymn 275:  God of Our Life              SANDON  
 

God of our life, through all the circling years, we trust in Thee; In all the past, through all 
our hopes and fears, Thy hand we see. With each new day, when morning lifts the veil, We 

own Thy mercies, Lord, which never fail. 
 

God of the past, our times are in Thy hand; With us abide. Lead us by faith, to hope's true 
Promised Land; be Thou our guide. With Thee to bless, the darkness shines as light, and 

faith's fair vision changes into sight. 
 

God of the coming years, through paths unknown we follow Thee; when we are strong, 
Lord, leave us not alone; our refuge be. Be Thou for us in life our daily bread, our heart's 

true home when all our years have sped. 
*Charge and Benediction                 Rev. Rebecca Segers 
 

*Congregational Response:  #585                McNeil Robinson II 
    

 Postlude:  Toccata in D           Theodore Dubois 
  
  



GUEST MUSICIANS:  Timothy Brown has performed frequently throughout the area 
as a soloist, accompanist, chamber musician, cabaret artist and chorister. Most recently, 
Tim was the music director and organist at  historic Christ Episcopal Church in Riverton, 
NJ.  He has accompanied for ballet classes at the University of the Arts and has played key-
board for countless musical theatre productions over the years. In addition he is on the pi-
ano faculty at the Settlement Music School. A native of Columbus, OH, Tim is a graduate 
of Capital University and of  Westminster Choir College in Princeton, NJ. 
 

Tenor Jason Brocious sings with the Christ Church Choir of Christiana Hundred, the 
Brandywine Singers, and the Reading Choral Society. As a soloist, he also performs arias 
and art songs in concerts and recitals. Jason is a CPA and lives in Collegeville with his wife 
Francine and their canine pal, Theia.  
 
 
 

 



I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!’ - Psalm 122 
 

The Session continues to revise procedures and protocols for worship as we gather in this 
new season. Please review our current parameters here.   
 

 Reservations 
 There is no need for pre-registration 
 All who come are welcome 

 Masks must be worn at all times (will be available if you don’t bring one) 
 Hand sanitizer will be at each entrance 
 There will be no temperature checks 
 No proof of vaccination required 

 Parking 
 You may park in all the usual spots: east parking lot, west parking lot, street, etc. 

 Arrival/Entry 
 There will be locations where you may enter 

 Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry entrance is the handicapped entrance 
 East Sanctuary door on Chelten Avenue 
 Office door 

 There will be signs posted to direct you to other areas of the church when necessary 

 An usher will be at each entrance to welcome you & give you a bulletin and mask 
(if needed) 

 Seating 
 Please observe the ropes to maintain social distancing between pew  
 Please seat yourselves socially distanced at least six feet beside, in front, and be-

hind those not with you 
 Order of Worship 

 Your bulletin will include scripture lessons & hymn lyrics, so there will be no need 
to use the Bibles or hymnals 

 Masked congregational singing is permitted. 
 Vaccinated Liturgists (Revs. Rebecca & Kevin, and the lay Reader) and Soloists 

will not be masked when leading, but will be while seated 
 They will be at least 12 feet away from anyone in the congregation 
 The exception is the children’s sermon  

 Children will be invited to the front pew socially-distanced 
 All including Rev. Rebecca will remain masked for this portion 

 Direct physical contact is discouraged (e.g. no handshaking, hugging, touching 
during passing of the peace, etc.) 

 Restrooms 
 Please follow signs to use restrooms 
 Only the first floor restrooms will be open 
 Only one person in any restroom at any time 
 If the door is closed, do not use the restroom 

 Exiting 
 Please minimize congregating in the building or on the sidewalks.  
 Maintain social distancing as you exit 



Church Officers 

Elders 
 
2022 
Ingrid Harris 
Joseph Leube 
Delores Solomon 
 
Clerk of Session: 
Andrea Overton 
 

 
 
2023 
Drew Hood 
Andrea Overton 
Sheila Heyer-Rivera 

 
 
 

 
 
2024 
Randy Clever 
Duane Horne 
Contina Lee Lundy 

Deacons 
 
2022 
Krista Hoekema-Boerman 
Dolores Shanks 
Stephanie Garrett 
 
 
 

 
 
2023 
John Orandosh 
Chris Scott Jr.  
Carolyn Tarver 
 
 
 

 
 
2024 
Arlene Grace 
Rhonda Highsmith 
William Lewis 

First Church Staff                                                                                     

Pastor 
Director of Congregational Care 

 Director of Urban Ministry 
Director of Christian Education 

Director of Music Ministry  
Building Manager 

Communications Management Fellow 
Bookkeeper 

 Sextons 
 Seminarian

Rebecca Segers 
Kevin L. Porter 
Eileen Jones 
Christian Heyer-Rivera 
John Walthausen 
Terry Boyer 
Cherese Akers 
Cindy Osborne 
Tony Nixon, Robert Patterson, Clinton (CJ) Cotton 

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown 
35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144 

Phone 215-843-8811  FAX 888-333-5032 
www.fpcgermantown.org 

 

David Cassie, Linda Jaymes, Allison Seed 

Ministers of  Word and Sacrament, Honorably Retired  


