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The mission of The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
is to reflect the loving presence of Christ
as we serve others faithfully, worship God joyfully and share life together
in a diverse and generous community.

June 06, 2021

The Lord’s Supper

"The most important lesson that I have learned is to trust God in every circumstance. Lots of times we go
through different trials and following God's plan seems like it doesn't make any sense at all. God is always
in control and he will never leave us." - Allyson Felix
ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:00 AM
GATHERING AS GOD’S FAMILY
Prelude: Récit, from Veni Creator
Nicolas de Grigny
Welcome and Announcements
Introit: Let Us Make A Joyful Noise

Douglas Wagner

Let us make a joyful noise unto the Lord.
Praise, O praise the Lord!
And make a joyful noise evermore!
†*Call to Worship
One:
Come, mothers and sons, fathers and daughters.
Many:
We are all welcome as the family of God.
One:
Become mothers and sons, fathers and daughters.
Many:
We are knit by Christ into the family of God.
One:
Come to give thanks; come to sing praise.
Many:
We are here to worship God together.
One:
Come, mothers and sons, fathers and daughters.
All:
We are all welcome as the family of God.

Rev. Kevin Porter

Hymn 288: I Sing the Mighty Power of God
ELLACOMBE
I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise, that spread the flowing seas
abroad and built the lofty skies. I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day; the
moon shines full at God’s command, and all the stars obey.
I sing the goodness of the Lord that filled the earth with food; God formed the creatures
with his word and then pronounced them good. Lord, how thy wonders are displayed,
where'er I turn my eyes, if I survey the ground I tread or gaze upon the skies.
There's not a plant or flower below but makes thy glories known, and clouds arise and tempests blow by order from thy throne; while all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy
care, and everywhere that we can be, Thou, God, are present there.

CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD
Prayer of Confession
Sovereign God, we so often lose our way. You seek to be our King—to lead us
on the right paths; to teach us the ways of the truth and life; to shelter us from
our foes, yet we look to the rulers of this earth for leadership, wisdom, and
strength. You seek to be our Father; to nurture us as our Mother; to shelter us as

our Brother; to assure us as our Sister, yet we look elsewhere for love, compassion, and hope. When our government fails us, and our families disappoint us,
you alone remain faithful and true. Open your arms to us once more, O God.
We will be your people, and you will be our God and King.
Silent Meditation
Assurance of Pardon
†*Congregational Response 579: Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father
And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now,
And ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
†*Sharing the Peace of Christ
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination
The First Lesson: 1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15

Sheila Heyer-Rivera
Pages 239-240, 242 OT

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to
him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to
govern us, like other nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a
king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to
the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they
have rejected me from being king over them. Just as they have done to me, from the day I
brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also
they are doing to you. Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn
them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” So Samuel reported
all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. He said, “These
will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint
them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow
his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment
of his chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will
take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers
and his courtiers. He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and
donkeys, and put them to his work. He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be
his slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen
for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” But the people refused to
listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are determined to have a king over
us, so that we also may be like other nations, and that our king may govern us and go out
before us and fight our battles.”
Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingship.” So all
the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the LORD in Gilgal. There they
sacrificed offerings of well-being before the LORD, and there Saul and all the Israelites rejoiced greatly.
Leader: God’s Word is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.
People: Thanks be to God!

A Time for Children
Anthem: I Sat Down Under His Shadow

Edward C. Bairstow

I sat down under his shadow with great delight, and his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

Jason Brocious, Tenor
Rachel Cetel, Soprano
Laurice Kennel, Mezzo Soprano
Robert Phillips, Bass
The Second Lesson: Mark 3:20-35

Rev. Rebecca Segers
Page 35 NT
And the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. When his family heard
it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.”
And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler
of the demons he casts out demons.” And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to
stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end
has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first
tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. “Truly I tell you, people
will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—
for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” Then his mother and his brothers came; and
standing outside, they sent to him and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and
they said to him, “Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for
you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” And looking at those who
sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! Whoever does the will of
God is my brother and sister and mother.”
Leader: God, we thank you for your Word.
People: The story of your grace.
Sermon: WHO’S THE BOSS?

Rev. Rebecca Segers

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
A Time for Meditation on the Word
Hymn 252: O Lord, You Are My God and King
JERUSALEM
O Lord, You are my God and King, And I will ever bless Your Name. I will extol You every day, And evermore Your praise proclaim. You, Lord, are greatly to be praised. Your
greatness is beyond our thoughts; All generations shall tell forth The mighty wonders You
have wrought.
How rich in grace are You, O Lord Full of compassion, merciful, Your anger always slow
to rise; Your steadfast love You show to all, For You are good in all Your ways, Your creatures know Your constant care. To all Your works Your love extends, All souls Your tender mercies share.
Your works will give You thanks, O Lord, Your saints Your mighty acts will show, Till all
the peoples of the earth Your kingdom, power, glory know. Eternal is Your kingdom, Lord,

Forever strong, forever sure; While generations rise and die, Your high dominion will endure.
*Affirmation of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
Offertory: Christ is Made the Sure Foundation

Dale Wood

Christ is made the sure foundation,
Christ the head and cornerstone,
chosen of the Lord and precious,
binding all the church in one;
holy Zion's help forever,
and her confidence alone.
To this temple, where we call thee,
come, O Lord of hosts, today:
with thy wonted loving-kindness
hear thy people as they pray;
and thy fullest benediction
shed within its walls alway.
Laud and honor to the Father,
laud and honor to the Son,
laud and honor to the Spirit,
ever Three and ever One,
One in might, and One in glory,
while unending ages run.

Jason Brocious, Tenor
Rachel Cetel, Soprano
Laurice Kennel, Mezzo Soprano
Robert Phillips, Bass
*Congregational Response 592: Doxology

OLD HUNDREDTH

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow: Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*Prayer of Dedication
The Lord’s Supper
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
The Words of Institution
Prayer After Communion
GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME
Hymn 478: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
LAUDA ANIMA
Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; To His feet thy tribute bring; Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, ever more his praises sing; Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the everlasting King.

Praise Him for His grace and favor To His people in distress; Praise Him, still the same as
ever, Slow to chide, and swift to bless; Alleluia! Alleluia! Glorious in His faithfulness.
Father-like, He tends and spares us; Well our feeble frame He knows; In His hands He gently bears us, Rescues us from all our foes; Alleluia! Alleluia! Widely as His mercy flows.
Angels, help us to adore Him; Ye behold Him face to face; Sun and moon, bow down before Him; Dwellers all in time and space, Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise with us the God of grace.
*Charge and Benediction

Rev. Rebecca Segers

*Congregational Response: #585

McNeil Robinson II

Postlude: Dialogue Sur les Grands Jeux, from Veni Creator

Nicolas de Grignuy

GUEST MUSICIANS:

Tenor Jason Brocious sings with the Christ Church Choir of Christiana Hundred, the Brandywine Singers, and the Reading Choral Society. As a soloist, he also performs arias and art
songs in concerts and recitals. Jason is a CPA and lives in Collegeville with his wife Francine
and their canine pal, Theia.

Rachel Cetel is a soprano and voice teacher from Cherry Hill, NJ. She received
her masters in Voice performance and pedagogy from Westminster Choir College and her
bachelors in Voice Performance from Boston University. She currently teaches voice privately and is an adjunct professor teaching both music appreciation and applied voice at
Rowan College of South Jersey-Cumberland and Rowan College at Burlington County.
Laurice Simmons Kennel, Soprano, was born and raised in Southwestern Michigan. She
now resides in Philadelphia, PA with her Husband. She received her Bachelor of Music in
Vocal Performance from Michigan State University and her Master of Music in Vocal Performance from the University of Colorado at Boulder. Currently, Ms.Kennel studies privately with Sharon Sweet. Laurice has performed a wide range of operatic roles. She has
sung the role of Mimi (La Boheme), Micaela (Carmen), Donna Anna (Don Giovanni), Violetta (La Traviata) and Suor Angelica (Suor Angelica). Ms. Kennel has sung with the Opera
Company of Philadelphia, New York City Opera at Lincoln Center, Lyric Opera Company
Los Angeles and OperaDelaware.

Robert Phillips attended Westminster Choir College in Princeton, New Jersey specializing
in Vocal Performance. After performing for several seasons with The Westminster Choir at
The Spoleto Festival of Two Worlds he then continued his studies in New York City. Presently, Mr. Phillips has been a member of many musical groups in the Philadelphia region
including Opera Philadelphia, Choral Arts of Philadelphia, The Philadelphia Singers, and
The Crossing. Church music has been a large part of Mr. Phillips musical life also having
sung in choirs at First Presbyterian Chestnut Hill, St. Marks Church of Philadelphia and
First Presbyterian Church Germantown.

I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!’ - Psalm 122

The Reopening Task Force is continuing to adapt procedures and protocols as we gather
together in the sanctuary for worship. These are our current guidelines:
 Reservations

There is no need for pre-registration

All who come are welcome
 Masks must be worn at all times (will be available if you don’t bring one)
 Hand sanitizer will be at each entrance
 There will be no temperature checks
 No proof of vaccination required
 Parking

You may park in all the usual spots: east parking lot, west parking lot, street, etc.
 Arrival/Entry

There will be locations where you may enter
 Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry entrance is the handicapped entrance
 East Sanctuary door on Chelten Avenue
 Office door

There will be signs posted to direct you to other areas of the church when necessary

An usher will be at each entrances to welcome you & give you a bulletin and mask
(if needed)
 Seating

You will be seated in organized socially-distanced spacing

Spacing is organized in pods of 1, 2, 3 & 4. An usher can assist if you are a larger
group.

You may sit with others not in your own family if agreed upon by the entire group
 Order of Worship

Your bulletin will include scripture lessons & hymn lyrics, so there will be no need
to use the Bibles or hymnals

No congregational singing

There will be a masked four person “choir” that will sing anthems and all hymns.

Liturgists (Revs. Rebecca & Kevin, and the lay Reader) will not be masked when
leading, but will be while seated
 They will be at least 12 feet away from anyone in the congregation
 The exception is the children’s sermon
 Children will be invited to the front pew socially-distanced
 All including Rev. Rebecca will remain masked for this portion

Direct physical contact is discouraged (e.g. no handshaking, hugging, touching
during passing of the peace, etc.)
 Restrooms

Please follow signs to use restrooms

Only the first floor restrooms will be open

Only one person in any restroom at any time

If the door is closed, do not use the restroom
 Exiting

Please minimize congregating in the building or on the sidewalks.

Maintain social distancing as you exit

Church Officers
Elders
2022
Ingrid Harris
Joseph Leube
Delores Solomon

2023
Drew Hood
Andrea Overton
Sheila Heyer-Rivera

2024
Randy Clever
Duane Horne
Contina Lee Lundy

2023
John Orandosh
Chris Scott Jr.
Carolyn Tarver

2024
Arlene Grace
Rhonda Highsmith
William Lewis

Clerk of Session:
Andrea Overton
Deacons
2022
Krista Hoekema-Boerman
Dolores Shanks
Stephanie Garrett

First Church Staff
Pastor
Director of Congregational Care
Director of Urban Ministry
Director of Christian Education
Director of Music Ministry
Building Manager
Communications Management Fellow
Bookkeeper
Sextons
Seminarian

Rebecca Segers
Kevin L. Porter
Eileen Jones
Christian Heyer-Rivera
John Walthausen
Terry Boyer
Cherese Akers
Cindy Osborne
Tony Nixon, Robert Patterson, Clinton (CJ) Cotton

Ministers of Word and Sacrament, Honorably Retired
David Cassie, Linda Jaymes, Allison Seed
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35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144
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