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Items for the June 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

May 17th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

 It is Eastertide. Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

This is the season of resurrection, of renewal, of 
hope and new life. We are celebrating that new life in many 
ways at the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown. We 
had a phenomenal Holy Week that included 6 services: 3 via 
Zoom, 2 recorded, and 1 in person – a first-time-ever Sun-
rise service in Vernon Park that gathered over 50 worshipers in celebration of our 
risen Lord. In concert with the Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry, the Local Re-
source Center, the Local Paper (a Germantown newspaper), and Jefferson Hospital, 
we sponsored a vaccine clinic on April 9, 2021, vaccinated 205 people, and garnered 
much news coverage. We held a Faith@5:00 service that focused on the theme of 
Awakening based around the story of Jacob’s dream after which he wakes and real-
izes “surely God is in this place.” We are planning to begin worshiping in person 
for those who would like to attend and feel safe to do so on Sunday, May 16, 2021, 
with an option to watch the service virtually for those who don’t. The weather is 
beginning to warm, with trees budding, grass growing, and flowers budding, albeit 
still interspersed with sometimes cold and/or rainy days as well. 

The fact is resurrection is not a once and done or wholly permanent ven-
ture. We see the renewal around us happening in fits and spurts, two steps forward 
and one step back. The country breathed a collective sigh of relief as Derek 
Chauvin was found guilty on all three charges against him in the murder of George 
Floyd. But the sentencing has not yet occurred, and even if it is just, there is still a 
whole system that needs to be revamped in order to treat all people equally. We, as 
people, have spent the time of pandemic reckoning with the ways in which our 
country is broken, how it privileges some people over others, and how we as hu-
man beings and followers of Christ are called to bring resurrection, renewal, and the 
inbreaking of God’s Kingdom into the world. 

We are entering into a new season. One that will never be the same again. It 
is an opportunity to continue that sometimes painful growth into becoming the 
church, the Body of Christ, that God imagines us to be. After a year of worshiping 
virtually, which worked better for some people (I had a young person in the congre-
gation tell me every Sunday their family has “Churchfast” where they eat breakfast 
together while watching the service) and not so well for others (I had another in a 
pastoral care text tell me that they were having hard time feeling connected while 
we are separated), we have to figure out how to assure that all, no matter what their 
particular preference, are able to be fed. This is not just true for worship, but for all 
aspects of our communal life: Bible Study, Sunday School, fellowship activities, 
Freedom School, concerts, etc. 

This will mean challenging conversations in which all feel free to share what 
they need, and all are asked to listen to those who may not agree with them. We will 
have to consider not just what we want, but what others do as well. We will all need 
to bend and grow and change and love one another as we lean into whatever this 
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Windows is a publication of  
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

ONLINE 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

May Challenge Offering 

 
 

Village to Village Care relies on the generosity of individuals, churches 

and businesses to help us carry out this mission. We are seeking mone-

tary donations to aid in meeting our fundraising goal. We would greatly 

appreciate your support! 
 

Our organization is made up of healthcare and skilled professionals who 

volunteer their time and special abilities to help improve healthcare in 

underdeveloped areas of the world. We collaborate with community 

leaders, help to educate their residents and provide basic necessities to 

make healthcare happen. Village to Village Care was formed in large 

part by two sisters, Dr. Anne-Marie Moukala-Cadet and Dr. Annie N. 

Kotto, whose life experiences have fueled a life-long passion to provide 

healthcare with compassion. 
 

For more details about our ongoing activities please visit the website at 

villagetovillagecare.org. Donations could be made to the church. Please 

indicate May Challenge Offering on your check.  

new way of being church together looks like. Paul reminds us: “We know 
that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not 
only the creation, but we ourselves…We know that all things work together 
for good for those who love God, who are called according to his pur-
pose.” (Romans 8:22-23a, 28)  

      - Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/coronavirus/jefferson-hospital-and-community-groups-turn-vaccine-
clinic-into-a-party/2773676/ 
 

https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2021/04/09/germantown-church-hosts-pop-up-covid-19-vaccination-site-
unlike-any-other/  

https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/coronavirus/jefferson-hospital-and-community-groups-turn-vaccine-clinic-into-a-party/2773676/
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/coronavirus/jefferson-hospital-and-community-groups-turn-vaccine-clinic-into-a-party/2773676/
https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2021/04/09/germantown-church-hosts-pop-up-covid-19-vaccination-site-unlike-any-other/
https://philadelphia.cbslocal.com/2021/04/09/germantown-church-hosts-pop-up-covid-19-vaccination-site-unlike-any-other/
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Music News 
 

As we go into May, there is so much to look forward 
to. On May 16, we will resume worship in person in 
the sanctuary, something that I know will be a true 
celebration. For the day of Pentecost on May 
23, worship will be enhanced with a musical contri-
bution from our youth. I can hardly wait to being 
working with our young people and learning more 
about how to use their many talents best in wor-
ship. May will also bring the completion of the cur-
rent stage of renovations on the McLean Memorial 
Organ. I am very much looking forward 
to reintroducing the floor shaking sonorities of or-
gan’s 32’ Pedal trombone to a live congregation.   
 

At the same time, the Livestream committee contin-
ues to explore providers to best bring our live wor-
ship services online. This is a very exciting develop-
ment for the church, as it continues to look outward, 
sharing our worship to the world.   
 

With much gratitude, and hope for great things to 
come,  
  
-John Walthausen   

Pentecost Sunday is  
Confirmation Sunday 

In our May 23rd worship service we will be receiving 
our 5 confirmands as “active members.” Mimi Ohe-
meng, Amir Staten, Henry Hunsicker, Siena Williams 
and Emanuel Heyer-Rivera will help lead us in wor-
ship after completing two years of study of our Chris-
tian faith and Reformed tradition. Amir Staten will be 
receiving the sacrament of baptism within the service 
as we all remember our own baptism into Christ well! 
What a gift to each of us this time will 
be! Congrats to all our confirmands! We praise God 
for your faith and hard work, pray for your continued 
growth and maturity in Christ and look forward to 
your gifts and leadership among us as new possibili-
ties open up for you all! 
 

All Youth Groups have temporarily 
moved to Saturday evenings.  

Due to multiple students conflicting schedules we are 
temporarily moving youth group nights to Saturdays 
but the times will remain the same. Parents of youth 
group members, please pay extra special attention the 
group texts concerning youth group dates as we shift 
for a bit to allow our fellowship to continue with as 
many of us as possible. Thanks for your flexibility! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86137922866  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86137922866
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Re-Opening Update 
 

Greetings, Members, Friends, and Family at First Presbyterian, Germantown from the Re-Opening 
Task Force! 

We are happy to tell you that by vote of the Session at its April stated meeting, we will be beginning 
in-person worship Sunday, May 16.   
 
To promote the health and safety of everyone at worship, please follow the guidelines listed below:  
 

  Masks will be mandatory while in the building.  If you need a mask, we will provide you with 
one. 

 Hand waves or "virtual hugs" should be used in lieu of actual hugs unless within the family 
 units. 

 Seating locations will be marked in order to maintain social distancing among family units.  
 Ushers will seat you. 

 A record of family units in attendance will be maintained, for a circumstance where contact 
 tracing is needed. 

 Congregants will not participate in singing of hymns or responses. 

 Offering plates will be stationed at the doors of the sanctuary. 

 After the service, ushers will indicate dismissal of each row of congregants, with an exit         
 directly to the outside of the church. There you may visit with others, keeping socially         
 distanced. 

 Attendees are asked to stay in the immediate area of the sanctuary.  Only the first floor       
 restrooms  should be used, with only one person in the rest room at a time. 

 Nursery and Sunday School will not be offered at this time, as we gradually introduce               
 in-person activities. 

 If you are sick, feel unwell or have a cough or fever, do not come to church. An on-line      
 service will continue to be produced for those who are not present in person. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to attend (or not) according to personal preference and comfort level. No 
one should feel compelled to come to worship if not comfortable doing so. We crave your patience 
and grace as we continue to tweak details of both in-person and on-line worship, knowing in confi-
dence that wherever two or three are gathered, in body or in spirit, Christ is present. 

 

In anticipation and in Christ’s service, 

David Corbin, Ernie Freeman, Annie Kotto, Allison Seed, and  Jim Thompson 
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THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

IN GERMANTOWN 

_________________ 

35 West Chelten Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-843-8811 

www.fpcgermantown.org 

Church Email Hacking Guidance 
 

As we are sure you have noticed, the church email address has been hacked, more often than not, under Pas-

tor Rebecca’s name and database. Please know that NO ONE ON STAFF WILL EVER ask you for financial 

gifts, gift cards, or any other offering solely via email. If you have not seen the request in the morning        

announcements, in the Windows newsletter, via snail mail, or some other church communication, THE ASK 

IS NOT LEGITIMATE. Do not ever click on any link or respond to any email that does not come from one 

of the emails listed in your Directory. We are sorry for the inconvenience and appreciate your forbearance 

with this challenging and unfortunately ongoing situation. 


