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Items for the April 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

March 19th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

 In a recent discussion with fellow clergy, a 

colleague of mine said that we know how to deal with the 

cross and we know how to deal with resurrection, but we 

struggle with the time in between. This feels true to me. 

That we know how to grieve and we know how to cele-

brate, but it is much more difficult to live when things are 

unresolved. That means we’ve been in a difficult time for 

a long while now! 

We’re coming up on a year of enforced isolation with the COVID19 pan-

demic. We seem to be closer to resolution with some people having been vaccinat-

ed and others scheduled for vaccination, but we still have a long way to go before 

things will be “normal” again – if indeed they ever will be. If you ask me when we 

will be worshiping in the sanctuary again, I would guess the fall of 2021. The presi-

dent said things will be better in December 2021. There are some in our presbytery 

who are discussing moving to in-person worship in June. Once again, it’s a time 

where there is no resolution – or at least not yet. 

The presbytery is continuing its anti-racism work with Coming to the Table 

and other initiatives, the current administration is also taking steps including rein-

stating diversity training at the federal level and instituting a study on reparations, 

but we have a long way to go before our nation will be healed from its national 

trauma. Truthfully, there will be no final resolution on this issue for years to come, 

although we can take steps as individuals, a church, and a country to work toward a 

more just and equal future for all. 

The country is in the midst of a massive cold spell, with freezing tempera-

tures, snow, and ice in 44 of the contiguous United States, causing power outages, 

water shortages and more. It is sleeting here in Philadelphia as I write, although our 

situation is much better than in many other places at the moment. This is a direct 

result of climate change; the need to move more quickly for a positive resolution is 

ever more obvious. 

In short, we are living in the middle, the time without resolution, and have 

been for a long time. Tempers are frayed, mental health issues are on the rise, and 

we long for something good to happen. 

On Ash Wednesday, the day was bright, cold, and clear. With some help 

from staff and friends, Rev. Kevin Porter and I set up a table in the east parking lot 

for a Drive- and Walk-Through Imposition of Ashes opportunity. In the hour that 

we conducted the ritual, we made the sign of the cross on 22 foreheads, using the 

words, “In life and in death, you belong to God.” Bundled up and using a single 

crutch to maneuver, I was practically giddy. I told Kevin it was glorious to be 
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among three-dimensional people, even though briefly, masked and socially 

distanced.  

“I know this is a day when we remember our mortality, our death, 

but to me, it feels like resurrection,” I said. 

“If this feels like resurrection,” he replied, “Imagine what Resurrec-

tion will feel like!” 

This is how we live in the in-between times: in the knowledge that 

God is always with us, that joy comes in the morning, that resurrection is in 

Christ Jesus,  and that in life and in death – and in the in-between – we be-

long to God.    

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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Thank you from FPCG Staff 
 

Dear FPCG friends and family, 

Your generous Christmas gift to the staff provides us 

the opportunity to express our gratitude for the privi-

lege of serving in ministry alongside you.  Especially 

over the course of this last year when so many cir-

cumstances would understandably draw your focus of 

time and attention inward, so many of you have been 

so faithful in reaching out beyond yourselves in so 

many ways for the ministry we have together. 

As we shift our attention from the manger to making 

our way to the cross and empty tomb, we pray we can 

offer the gifts God has granted us in renewed ways 

that magnify God’s loving presence in and through 

the FPCG community.  May God continue to bless 

you, even as you continue to bless us! 

With gratitude,  

Cherese, Christian, Cindy, CJ, David, Eileen, Heidi, 
John, Rev. Kevin, Terry, Tony 

Dambman Update & Thank You 
 

Greetings from the US Pacific Northwest--- 
 
Noreen and I want to thank you for your prayers and 
the financial support we received from the church in 
2020.  It has been a year since we have traveled by 
airplane—something Carl did every month before the 
pandemic.  2020 for the whole world was a test and a 
trial.  Hopefully we are still learning how to trust God 
in all circumstances.  
 
Noreen and I are grateful for technology that allows 
us to connect with family, friends, supporters and 
other believers locally and globally.  Yesterday I was 
on our every other week Eurasia (Russian language) 
Bible Study for wrestlers.  Guys from Russia, 
Ukraine, Moldova and Azerbaijan are regulars asn 
take turns leading the studies.  This morning AIA 
Global Leaders connected on a monthly Zoom call 
with leaders from over 30 countries.  I still meet with 
the AIA Russia staff team (on Skype).  In 1979 when 
we moved to Austria, communication was primarily 
by Aerogram (Airmail), in 1990 AIA gave us a FAX 
Machine, that was a great help as we set up tours of 
visiting sports teams.  Before the turn of the century 
we learned how to use email and in 2000 the cell 
phone was a great help at the Sydney Olympics and 
beyond.  WhatsApp and now Telegram keep Carl 
connected with ISLS grads from 2008-2019.  We still 

struggle on occasion with Google Docs and One 
Drive. 
 
We are both healthy and so are our three children, 
their spouses and our 4 grandchildren.  Glad we 
have 7 of our 11 nearby.  Our local granddaughter 
Brooke turned 5 last month.  We enjoy time with 
her and her 3 year old brother Blake.  We miss Da-
vid’s family in San Diego.  David and our youngest 
son Stephen are both working in Bio Tech so they 
are incredibly busy.  David and Kelli’s sons Caleb 
(8 years) and Andrew (4 years) have to do their 
schooling on the computer from home—not easy 
for them or Mom and Dad.  Kelli is a professor at 
Point Loma Nazarene University and all her classes 
are virtual this semester.  Our daughter Elisabeth is 
juggling 2 part time jobs that are sometime in per-
son with masks and sometimes virtual, (she is a re-
ceptionist for a nutrition office and a children’s 
dance studio).   Carl got down to 220 (my weight 
class in 1975 when I joined AIA), the lightest I have 
been since then.  
 
Each week with the AIA Global Events Team we 
discuss, plan, evaluate and strategize options for 
ministry at the Tokyo Olympics and other Global 
and Continental Sports Events.  I am on the list for 
potential chaplains for July 2021, but we don’t 
know if chaplaincy will all be virtual, if the athletes 
will be in a “bubble”, if there will be spectators 
(other than TV), so many questions.  Your prayers 
are appreciated.  If you are familiar with the Bible 
App You Version, AIA has posted a reading plan 
Struggle and Triumph that you might enjoy.  
 
The beginning of December, after decades of 
friends telling me to do so, I started telling the story 
of how God used a team of wrestlers to pioneer 
sport ministry in the Soviet Bloc (we moved to Eu-
rope in 1979).  God led me to a good writer and 
publisher and I need your prayers that the book will 
be honoring to the Lord and encouraging to those 
who read it.  I want to share how God works in 
teams (community) and uses broken people who are 
available to trust Him and take steps of faith.  Many 
exciting stories – still in process. 
 
Once again, thanks for your prayers and the 
church’s financial support.  Please email us any up-
dates and prayer requests. 
 
In HIS grip,  Carl and Noreen Dambman  
 
Do not fear, for I am with you; Do not anxiously 
look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen 
you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you 



8 

THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

IN GERMANTOWN 

_________________ 

35 West Chelten Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-843-8811 

www.fpcgermantown.org 


