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From the Pastor
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I am writing this on New Year’s Eve, December 31,
2020. This has been quite a year, hasn’t it? One that everyone I speak to says they can’t wait to end. The Balmoral
Hotel, which is located above the Edinburgh railway station
has a majestic clock atop it. It is always 3 minutes fast, a
gesture of goodwill so that if you follow the time on their
clock you will never miss your train. The only time this
changes is on New Year’s Eve, when they “correct” it so that the New Year is rung
in right on time. However, the Balmoral sent out a Public Service Announcement
this year: “for the first time in 118 years, (our clock) will remain on Balmoral Standard Time (BST) as we would gladly have 3 minutes less of 2020 and be the first to
bring in 2021!”

January Birthdays…....…2 Even though we all may feel this way, the truth is that nothing is going to demon-

strably change on January 1, 2021 at 12:01 a.m. We are still in the process of taking

Jan. Challenge Offering 2 steps to deal with the multiple pandemics in our world, and that will need to continue for quite a while. We are far from out of the woods with COVID19 at this writing. The session decided to keep our building and sanctuary closed at least through
Youth News………………..3 March 31, 2021, and perhaps longer depending on what life looks like as we near
that date. Vaccinations are moving more slowly than we would hope, and cases and
Music News………………..4 deaths continue to rise. Additionally, the inequities we see in our country are worsening under its stresses, with people of color and women affected more often by
Watch Party Update…...4 illness and death and/or job loss and financial challenges. Extreme weather events
Heidi’s Celebration……..5 continue to happen, and we all need to do our part from recycling to driving less to
changing how and when we use energy, as well as the need for federal, state, and
Dambman’s Update…...5 local efforts to bring about positive change. In short, 2021 is likely to be challenging
for us all, both personally and globally, and nothing will change the moment we enStewardship…………....…6 ter the new year.
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Financial Update…..…….7 Yet we Christians hold another truth as well. The truth that this is also the time of
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year when we celebrate everything changing. The birth of Jesus Christ, the coming
of the Light into the world, and our connection and commitment to Him, changes
everything. Without it we might well live in despair, especially in a challenging time
such as the one through which we are currently living. Instead, we live in hope –
hope of transformed lives, of living them with purpose and meaning, of the coming
of God’s realm on earth and our capacity to participate in it. May this year not be a
season without challenges for us, but one in which we recognize God’s presence
with us in the midst of them. May our resolutions be to hold that hope close, and to
keep Jesus’ commandments to love God and one another to the best of our individual and corporate abilities. In the meanwhile, I wish a Happy New Year to each and
every one of you!
- Rev. Rebecca Segers
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January Challenge Offering: Friends of Vernon Park
Just outside the windows of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown you will see green leafy trees and colorful flowers in bloom, even
with social distancing guidelines, there are still children playing, dogs
and their owners strolling the paths and folks enjoying a conversation or
book as they sit on the benches. Vernon Park, the ‘Emerald of Germantown’ is nestled in between commercial corridors and residential streets
and serves as a connector, interlude and green oasis in our neighborhood.
The Friends of Vernon Park is a group of dedicated volunteer stewards
of this vital community resource, ensuring that the Park is vibrant, welcoming and a positive environment for all. We are able to accomplish
this joyful work with the help of our community. The financial support
provided by First Presbyterian Church has enabled us to tend to gardens,
create thoughtful programming for families and invest in (limited but
consistent) maintenance during the Philadelphia Parks and Recreation
offseason. To learn more about Friends of Vernon Park, please visit
www.friendsofvernonpark.org. Thank you, FPCG friends, for all you do
to lift up our community.

Staff Christmas Gift Thank you
On behalf of the staff, the Personnel Committee thanks the congregation
for the generous contributions to the Christmas gift for the staff. Your
kindness and thoughtfulness is truly appreciated.
Ingrid Harris
Chair, Personnel Committee
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Stewardship Update: A Future with Hope
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope.” – Jeremiah 29:11
First, thank you to the 45 individuals and families who have made their 2021 Pledges to the mission
and ministry of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown for a total of $165,700. Your commitment
makes sure that the future God has planned for us will indeed occur, that the important work that we do in
the community and beyond will continue.
We are still an active, vibrant community of faith even in this unprecedented and challenging times.
Worship continues on a weekly basis remotely. The work of Christian education and formation continues
with Zoom Sunday School and Confirmation classes, twice-weekly Bible Studies, Watch Parties, a Grief
Support Group, and Fellowship Time after worship. The Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry continues its
vital work of feeding the hungry and supporting those in need in a wide variety of ways. Our sextons staff
the building and have worked hard not just to keep it clean, but to update and upgrade, painting, repairing,
and beautifying.
Christmas was different but still celebrated. The youth and their families held a Living Nativity that
was widely attended by the community as well as some from our church family. Christmas baskets for the
youth were hand-delivered so that the Christmas Festival could occur in individual homes. We also handdelivered 200 bags filled with items to help us worship at home.
In short, the work of God in Jesus Christ continues at FPCG – and we couldn’t do it without you.
Please prayerfully consider offering your gifts to ensure the ministry continues. We are still $144,300 short
of our $310,000 goal. You may pledge securely online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/2021FPCGPledge or mail your pledge with the card below to FPCG, 35 W. Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia,
PA 19144. Thank you for your faithfulness to God and this congregation!
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN GERMANTOWN

Estimate 2020 Financial Results

Not only has the 2020 year been difficult on our lives, but it has also been unusual on our church finances. In order to present financial information to you earlier than usual, the figures are estimates.
Actual
Budget
Income
$ 659,316
$ 783,660
Expenses
656,725
778,960
Net
2,591
4,700
INCOME:
Our actual income is significantly less than budgeted. Pledge income was budgeted at $360,000, but
we only received $304,547. General income from Keystone Boy Choir was less ($10,319) due to a
reduction in rent due to the pandemic, and a reduction in their programs. But the largest difference is
the fact that we received $82,356 from the government’s Payroll Protection Plan (PPP). Consequently we did not need to use all of the 2020 expected income from our endowment.
Approximate endowment funds not used in 2020 ($136,986) can be used in future years to meet future expenses, without increasing planned withdrawals.
EXPENSES:
The major reason for the reduction in expenses is due to the cut back in program expenses due to the
pandemic. Although programs continued on a limited basis, where possible, they were not carried
out in our building. We continued to pay all of our staff, and expenses such as insurance, service
contracts, and our mission obligations continued. There were significant savings in utilities since we
were not heating or air conditioning most of the building.
After all of the about is said, we are very fortunate. We ended the year in good financial shape and
should be able to continue to carry out Christ’s work at the crossroads in Germantown.
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