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Items for the March 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

February 15th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

 “For everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven.” This is how Ecclesiastes Chap-
ter 3 begins, and it may be one of the most recognized pas-
sages in the Bible. It’s read at weddings and funerals, has 
inspired songs sacred and contemporary, and reminds us 
how fleeting are our days. It is one of the chapters we pon-
dered last week in Bible Study and has a lot to offer in the 
challenging time in which we find ourselves now. 
 We have been in a difficult season for a while, and with my injury I feel as 
though I have another challenge added to all the rest. I have been using a walker to 
get around for a month now, and a single crutch to get me up and down the stairs. 
The PT has me doing a variety of exercises to strengthen the side I am not able to 
use and to maintain the side I do. Still, it takes a lot longer to accomplish things that 
normally are easy. It took over an hour to change my sheets last week. I stripped 
the bed, then rested. Put on the fitted sheet and rested again. The top sheet and 
blanket were next. And then finally, the comforter and pillows. When it was all 
done, I was ready for a nap! 
 The good news is I have gained great empathy for those in the season of life 
where this is simply the way it is. As we get older, our bodies slow down. Some of 
us use walkers or canes and we simply don’t have the energy we used to have. While 
I have always understood this to be a fact of life and hope I have been kind and 
gracious when someone doesn’t move as quickly as I can, I have a new awareness 
of what it feels like to be in such a season, not simply know what it looks like. 
 This is the beauty of every challenge we face. There is a gift or a blessing 
within each one, if we are willing to look for it. While I may not be grateful for my 
fractured acetabulum, I am grateful for the ability to not simply understand, but to 
relate to those for whom movement is challenging or even painful. 
 There is a legend about a man who carries two jars hanging from either side 
of a pole balanced on his shoulders down the hill from his home to get water from 
the well at the bottom each day. One jar was perfect and whole. The other had a 
small crack from the lip almost to the base. It leaked slowly as he walked up the hill 
leaving a trail on the right side of the path every day and was only half full when he 
arrived home. One day his young son asked, “Father, why do you not replace the 
cracked jar so that we would have two full containers of water when you get 
home?”  
 “You will understand in the Spring,” his father replied. Sure enough, when 
the warm weather came, the right side of the path was filled with flowers, blooming 
bright and colorful all along it. 
 Sometimes it is the cracks in our lives – both literal and metaphorical – that 
can bring the most beauty in their season. May you see the blessings in this one for 
you. 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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Windows is a publication of  
The First Presbyterian Church 
in Germantown.  For ques-
tions regarding the infor-
mation published here or to 
submit content, please call the 
church office at  215-843-
8811 or email: 
communications 
@fpcgermantown.org 
 

Contributors: 
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Arlene Grace 

Christian Heyer-Rivera 

Eileen Jones 

Heidi Mercado-Littles 

Rev. Kevin Porter 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Jim Thompson 

John Walthausen 

 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

ONLINE 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

February Challenge Offering: Deacons  
February’s Challenge Offering will be dedicated to the Deacons fund. 
This fund assists the Deacons in their mission: “to minister to those who 

are in need, to the sick and to any who may be in distress in the commu-
nity of faith.” Please give generously to support this mission of our con-
gregation.  
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www.youtube.com  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMGvCJEakhEH9IjKiUqEoA.  

http://www.youtube.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuMGvCJEakhEH9IjKiUqEoA
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Music News 
 

January has been an important month in the contin-
ued work of caring for the McLean Memorial Pipe 
Organ. On Friday, January 8, Adam Dieffenbach and 
his team from Emery Brothers came to remove the 
32' Tromba rank from the Gallery organ for cleaning, 
regulation, repair, and the for the eventual reposition-
ing of the bottom octave within the organ case. The 
Tromba rank of pipes is one of the most powerful in 
the organ, but there were quite a few notes not func-
tioning at the time of its removal. Its cleaning will 
return it to good working order. When the pipes are 
returned to the organ, the bottom octave, which con-
tains the largest pipes in the whole instrument, will be 
moved from their most recent location right behind 
the pipe facade to the back of the chamber. This will 
improve the balance of the Tromba with the rest of 
the organ. At their last location, the bottom octave 
overpowered the rest of the organ. In their new loca-
tion, they should support the full chorus of the organ 
more effectively. The bottom octave of pipes will be 
going to AR Schopp and Sons's in Alliance, OH for 
cleaning and repair, the rest of the rank will be 
worked on at the Emery Brothers' shop here in PA. 
Emery Brothers aims to have this pipework returned 
to Germantown by the end of February. In the mean-
time, they have left the organ in a fully usable state so 
that I can continue to use for our prerecorded wor-
ship.  
 

In my liturgical planning, I am currently looking 
ahead to Black History Month and Lent. Offerings for 
services in February will feature choral offerings by 
noted contemporary African American composers 
André Thomas and Rollo Dilworth. Services 
will also feature guest soloists presenting offerings in 
a variety of different styles. I am also assessing possi-
bilities for another virtual choir project soon. Please 
stay tuned for more information!  
 

Property Committee Update 
 

During the past year, as our usual activities have been 
so altered due to COVID19, the care of our building 
and property has received added attention.  Some of 
these projects were already planned before the 
COVID restrictions altered the usage, but others were 
scheduled as it was a good time to do this work since 
the tasks could be done more efficiently without af-
fecting any activities.  
  

During 2020 and continuing into this year the follow-
ing major efforts were completed: 
Main chimney major repair – the main chimney had 
developed some defects due to age and crumbling 
masonry.  The chimney is a complex design which 

prevented using a common liner to repair.  A differ-
ent technology, using a poured solution to form a 
new lining, provided a good result.    
 

East Transept renovation – this area had major work 
done earlier to repair the exterior masonry walls 
which had developed leaks around the large stained-
glass window.  It turned out that there were some 
additional water intrusion problems caused by dete-
rioration of the wooden framing around some of the 
other stained-glass windows in that area.  These 
were repaired and the interior walls were repaired 
and repainted. 
 

The interior wooden floors in both the Longstreth 
auditorium and the Primary room were refinished 
using a coating that is extremely resistant to wear as 
these areas have high traffic.  These coatings re-
quire a longer cure time than others; it would have 
been difficult to do this while the church had nor-
mal operations. 
 

Security cameras were added to the east parking lot 
for the GACM entrance and also for the west park-
ing lot door into the auditorium.  The control system 
for all the cameras was also upgraded and an addi-
tional camera will be added in 2021.  Concurrent 
with this project, improvements to the church’s Wi-
Fi capabilities were added for areas that needed im-
proved signal strength. 
 

The interior Narthex walls were repaired and re-
painted using a paint finish that enables better 
cleaning for the area.  The lighting was also modi-
fied to provide better illumination.   
 

A joint project with PECO converted many of the 
lights in the entire building to use lower energy de-
vices.  This also improved the illumination in many 
locations.  The project was partially financed by 
grants from PECO and will pay back in the future 
by lowered energy costs.  Especially note the better 
outside lighting especially in the walkways from 
Chelten Avenue and the parking lots. 
 

The basement area under the church offices, former-
ly used by GACM, had issues due to water intru-
sion. After much time spent in locating and repair-
ing the causes, the interior walls were stripped out 
and partially repaired. New flooring was installed in 
the hallway to allow the use of the bathrooms in that 
area.  The remainder of the project is on hold de-
pending upon what the future use may require. 
 

Financing for all this work was done by the Capital 
Expenditure Fund and a generous donation from a 
former member.  Great thanks should also be ex-
pressed to our building manager Terry Boyer and 
his capable staff of sextons.  



6 

 

Read more here! 

 

Stream on Facebook Live here  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/new-coordinator-self-development-people-seeks-engage-presbyterians/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTyS6QsoOhJ77deJYeIRiEA
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Stewardship Update: A Future with Hope 
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give 

you a future with hope.” – Jeremiah 29:11 

Our Stewardship campaign continues, and our gratitude never ends. We have so much to be thankful for! 

In these challenging times it is difficult to accomplish many goals in the same time frame as in the past. Our 

stewardship campaign is another event that has been impacted. The results to date are encouraging, 47 fami-

lies have made 2021 commitments for $173,520 which is 56% of our goal of $310,000.  We also have 57 

other supporters who were faithfully contributors in 2020 but have not yet made a commitment for 2021. If 

these supporters were to contribute similar to their 2020 support, we would definitely meet our goal! 

 

Financially our church was able to operate in 2020 at about 84% of the expected budget while still continu-

ing almost all of our vital ministries and missions. There were reductions in both income and expenses that 

allowed us to essentially break even. 

 

We are incredibly grateful for all those who supported our church in 2020 especially considering the diffi-
cult times many were, and still may be, experiencing.  But if we are to continue our valuable mission here at 
the Crossroads and beyond, we need to be able to support these efforts. The work of God needs all of our 
support to continue here.  For those who wish to pledge you may do so securely online at https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021FPCGPledge or mail your commitment to the church at 35 West Chelten 
Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021FPCGPledge
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2021FPCGPledge
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