December 13, 2020

The mission of The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
is to reflect the loving presence of Christ
as we serve others faithfully, worship God joyfully and share life together
in a diverse and generous community.

December 13, 2020

Advent 3

"The Christian experiences and lives a paradox. He posesses joy in sorrow, fulfillment in exile, light in
darkness, peace in turmoil, consolation in dryness, contentment in pain and hope in desolation."
- Mother Angelica
ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:00 AM
GATHERING AS GOD’S FAMILY
Prelude: Prelude on Picardy

Craig Phillips

Welcome and Announcements
Minute For Mission

Dick Liberty

†*Call to Worship: Advent Candle lighting
The Hoekema-Boerman family
Reader 1:
We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the season, our homes
with their lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We want to lighten the
darkness around us, bring beauty to the ugliness that wears us down. We
decorate, because it is tradition. Because it lifts our hearts. Because it makes
us feel like children again. We deck our halls because company is coming.
Reader 2:

The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, a mantle of
praise instead of a faint spirit.” No matter how far we feel from the spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love and with joy.

Reader 3:

We light these candles as a sign of our joy in the beautiful things of this season – not just the things that glitter and flash, but the deeper things, the
beauty of the heart and the soul, the beauty of love shared in service and
hospitality. We light this candle of joy because company is coming.

All:
O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
*Hymn 5: Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
PICARDY
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand; ponder nothing earthly
minded, for with blessing in his hand, Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage
to demand.
King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood, Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood, he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly
food.
Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, as the Light of light
descendeth from the realms of endless day, that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.
At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye, veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry, "Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Lord Most High!"
CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD
Prayer of Confession
God of the prophets, we give thanks for the voices that cry out and demand our
attention. They call us to put our trust and hope in you. Forgive us when we

close our eyes to your vision, and when we stop our ears to your promise. Heal
our weakness when we give up on ourselves, on one another, and on you. Free
us from hopeless living, that we may joyfully love and serve others in your holy
name.
Silent Meditation
Assurance of Pardon
†*Congregational Response 579: Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father
And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now,
And ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
†*Sharing the Peace of Christ
PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination

Kai Burton

The First Lesson: Psalm 126

Page 540 OT

Leader: God’s Word is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.
People: Thanks be to God!
A Time for Children
Anthem: Rejoice Greatly from Messiah
G.F. Handel
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee;
He is the righteous Saviour, and He shall speak peace unto the heathen.
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem!
Behold, thy King cometh unto thee.
Rachael Lipson, Soprano
The Second Lesson: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

Rev. Rebecca Segers
Page 27 NT

Leader: God, we thank you for your Word.
People: The story of your grace.

Sermon: RESTORATION GENERATION
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD

Rev. Rebecca Segers

A Time for Meditation on the Word
*Hymn 15: Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers
LLANGLOFFAN
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; The evening is advancing, and darker
night is near. The Bridegroom is arising and soon he will draw nigh; up, watch in expectation! At midnight comes the cry.
See that your lamps are burning, replenish them with oil; Look now for your salvation, the
end of sin and toil. The marriage feast is waiting, The gates wide open stand; Arise, O heirs
of glory, The Bridegroom is at hand!
Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; arise, Thou Sun so longed for, above the
shadowed sphere. With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see the day of
earth's redemption, And ever be with Thee!
*Affirmation of Faith—The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe
in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
Offering Our Gifts
GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME

*Hymn 36: In the Bleak Midwinter
CRANHAM
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a
stone; snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago.
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away
when he comes to reign. In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God incarnate, Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the
air; but his mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss.
What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a
Wise Man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart.
*Charge and Benediction
Rev. Rebecca Segers
Postlude: Nun Komm der Heiden Heiland

J.S. Bach

GUEST MUSICIAN: Rachael Lipson, a Philadelphia native, enjoys frequent collaboration
with churches and professional choirs located throughout the Tri-State area. She received
her Bachelor of Music at Westminster Choir College, and went on to graduate with her
Masters of Music in Voice Performance at the University of Delaware in 2016, where she
studied under Noël Archambeault. Since then, she has explored diverse repertoire as both a
soloist and as a choral scholar, and is currently a staff singer at St. Mark's Church, Philadelphia.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Congregational Meeting of the Congregation of
the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown, in the County of Philadelphia,
PA, will be held on Sunday, December 13, 2020, via Zoom/Conference
following the worship service at 11:30 a.m.
The following will be presented:


Annual Report 2020



Preliminary Budget 2021



Pastor’s Terms of Call 2021

Any other business which properly comes before the Congregation may be
transacted at this meeting.
Attest:

Robert Seed, Clerk of Session
Rev. Rebecca L. Segers, Moderator

Church Officers
Elders
2021
Marc DiNardo
Robert Seed
Jason Williams

2022
Ingrid Harris
Joseph Leube
Delores Solomon

2023
Drew Hood
Andrea Overton
Fatima Robinson

2022
Dick Liberty
Dolores Shanks
Stephanie Garrett

2023
John Orandosh
Chris Scott Jr.
Carolyn Tarver
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Robert Seed
Deacons
2021
Dhyan Cassie
Rhonda Highsmith
Dani Howard

First Church Staff
Pastor
Director of Adult Education and Community Life
Director of Urban Ministry
Director of Christian Education
Director of Music
Parish Visitor
Building Manager
Communications Management Fellow
Bookkeeper
Sextons
Seminarian

Rebecca Segers
Kevin L. Porter
Eileen Jones
Christian Heyer-Rivera
John Walthausen
Heidi Mercado-Littles
Terry Boyer
Cherese Akers
Cindy Osborne
Tony Nixon, David Slaughter, Clinton (CJ) Cotton

Ministers of Word and Sacrament, Honorably Retired
David Cassie, Linda Jaymes, Allison Seed
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