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Items for the January 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

December 16th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

 I really wanted to see the Leonids meteor showers. 
Named after the constellation Leo through which the show-
ers seem to fan out, the meteors are caused by Comet 
Tempel-Tuttle. It sweeps through the inner solar system 
leaving a "river of rubble" in its wake — a dense trail of 
dusty debris, that we see as spectacular meteor showers. 
They peaked this year early in the morning of November 
17th.  

I set my alarm for 5:30 a.m. I got up, snuggled into my winter jacket and boots, and 
went out onto my front porch. It felt almost as light as it is in the daytime with all 
the streetlights and porch lights ablaze. A few stars were shining weakly through 
the darkness, but no meteor was to be seen at all, much less a shower of thousands 
an hour. I had seen them streaking through the sky at this rate when they last ap-
peared in 2002, and it was awe-inspiring. This year, not so much. 

I thought at first I just needed to be patient. I watched and waited. I waited and 
watched. I went in and got a cup of coffee and came out and watched and waited 
some more. I eventually realized there was nothing to be seen. Or nothing to be 
seen in the night sky anyway. I decided that perhaps I should pay attention to what 
there was to be seen early in the morning on Greene Street.  

A young man hunkered into his hoodie, hands in pockets, striding down the side-
walk. A homeless man pushing a shopping cart stuffed with bulging trash bags talk-
ing to himself or someone unknown. An older man in workman’s clothes hefting a 
toolkit up the street. The occasional car, headlights skimming the asphalt in pass-
ing. I noticed a parking space in front of my home, so decided to move my car into 
it. I pulled up and when I got out of the car, I realized that I had left only a partial 
space behind me, so I got back in the car and pulled it up closer to leave another 
spot for someone else. When I got back up to my porch, I looked back and realized 
there still wasn’t enough space for another car behind me and I was very close to 
the one in front of me. My move to be helpful had been ineffectual at best and an-
noying at worst. 

I sat down on the porch swing again and thought about how that feels pretty much 
like this whole year. Expectations unmet, actions taken to no avail, a sense of help-
lessness in the midst of the vastness of the universe. Not unlike that Advent season 
so long ago. 

We are used to talking about “watching and waiting” in the Christmas season, but 
it’s very hard to separate that from the activities that we know are going to happen. 
We have the things we always do: the tree, the decorations, the cards, the cookies, 
the parties, the presents, the extended family dinner, the Christmas Eve service. 
This year, none of that is going to happen in the same way as it ever has before. 

I think that’s a good thing. Perhaps for the first time ever, we can let go of trying to 
make it all happen the way we think it should, and let it be what it is going to be. 
We can watch and wait and notice what shows up to bless us in the meantime, even 
if it’s just some quite time to pay attention  and a parking spot. We can detach from 
the expectations that we usually have and lean into what God has planned instead. 

Meanwhile, take heart. The December Geminids are peaking on the 13th. And the 
observance of the Light coming into the world and a new year in which to celebrate 
it is coming right after that! 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

ONLINE 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

Christmas Letter 2020 by Don Carlin 

Mary had no idea a year before that first Christmas an angel would visit her. 
Her marriage plans would get complicated. A baby would be conceived in 
her by the Holy Spirit. Her baby would be born in a distant town. Her baby 

would be born among animals without the aid of a midwife. 

Mary had no idea after that first Christmas the holy family would soon be 
fleeing in the wrong direction to live as refugees in Egypt. She would some-
day be standing at the feet of a cruel cross. Angry, scared, isolated and alone. 

We had no idea a year before Christmas 2020 a pandemic would change our 
private worlds and the whole world. Storms of nature and storms of social 
unrest, political storms and economic storms would shake the world and 

likely be still raging on Christmas Day. 

Like Mary, we had no idea. We have been surprised again and again and 
again. 

And yet—we know beyond the manger and the cross there is resurrection 
and new life and Shalom. 

We know even at the manger and at the cross, then and now, a loving God 

stands with us, never ever leaving us alone. 
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Online at 

pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/
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