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Items for the December 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

November 16th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

 I hadn’t seen my mother in a year. I hadn’t 
seen my brother and his wife and children, my sister and 
her children and grandchildren, or my aunt in almost two. 
I had had plans for a trip down south with Grace to hap-
pen last July, but then COVID19 came along and it was 
scrapped. I was texting back and forth with my nephew 
on October 6th and he asked when I was coming to visit. 
(He is in med school and has a wife and three young daughters, so I knew he 
wouldn’t be heading to Philadelphia any time soon.) Our conversation occurred 
the day before the October session meeting and I made the impulse decision to 
drive down two weeks later contingent upon session approval. They did and I 
did, spending a little over 40 hours in the car to have a little over 170 with my 
entire family, including a swing by DC at the outset to see my daughter.  

 

It was an amazing trip, and I am so glad I did it. I was able to be very 
careful with mask-wearing, physical distancing, handwashing and sanitizing 
along the way. It wasn’t easy, but it was a well worth the effort. That’s the thing: 
relationships take effort. Community takes effort. Even in more normal times, 
you can’t have quality time without having quantity time. 

 

I have been thinking about these ideas of Quantity Time and Relationship 
Building as we enter into what is traditionally our Stewardship season. There are 
many people who have invested their time and energy into still connecting dur-
ing this challenging pandemic. Many if not most of you are worshipping with us 
online – and we had a wonderful showing of 60+ people for our first Sunday in 
October outdoor worship service, connecting with a lot of you who are not able 
to be with us online, and have been listening via recorded CDs. We have a core 
group who show up for Bible Study, Thursday Night Watch Parties, Sunday 
School, Youth Group, Grief Group, and post-worship Fellowship. We have done 
Drive-by Celebrations to acknowledge Graduations, Birthdays, and a Retire-
ment. All of these tangible activities have softened hearts and raised spirits. Con-
tinuing to be connected, with our time and talents is so very important! 

 

Another way that you can continue to remain connected to First Pres – 
and to the amazing work that we are called to do in the community and beyond – 
is to pledge (“verb: a solemn promise or agreement”) to support the ministry of 
FPCG in 2021. We are taking this opportunity to do needed repairs and beautifi-
cation of the physical structure that has been entrusted to us, but even more im-
portantly to the human beings that will one day inhabit it again. As we look to an 
uncertain future, we may nonetheless trust that God’s goodness and sovereignty 
remain steadfast, and that our commitment to God, to one another, and to the 
community of Germantown in the City of Philadelphia is a calling of value and 
magnitude. When you fill in your envelope and mail in your pledge, or sign up 
through your bank to have it delivered automatically, or go online and set it up 
through our donation portal, it connects you to FPCG, to your church family, and 
to the relationships and ministry we all share and treasure. And you don’t even 
have to drive to do it! 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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Windows is a publication of  
The First Presbyterian Church 
in Germantown.  For ques-
tions regarding the infor-
mation published here or to 
submit content, please call the 
church office at  215-843-
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Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Jim Thompson 

Sally Vaughn (& family) 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

ONLINE 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 
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THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

IN GERMANTOWN 

_________________ 

35 West Chelten Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-843-8811 

www.fpcgermantown.org 

November Challenge Offering:   
Rise Against Hunger 

 

November's Challenge Offering will be dedicated to Rise Against Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now). 
Since 1998, Rise Against Hunger has been driven by the vision of a world without hunger. Their mission is 
to end hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable and cre-

ating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary resource. Over 820 million people go to bed hungry 
every night. RAH’s work is recognizing that ending hunger is more than just feeding people, which led RAH 
to focus its feeding programs in areas where they can have a real impact and expand its hunger-fighting pro-

grams beyond meal packaging and distribution. Since 2016, the friends and families of FPCG has risen to 
the occasion by participating in meal packing events that has packed over 40,000 meals!! The First Presby-
terian Church in Germantown continues our commitment to ending hunger with our support toward Rise 

Against Hunger. Hunger doesn't have to exist. Let's end it together! 


