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Items for the October
issue of Windows are
due on
September 15th. Send to
Communications
@fpcgermantown.org

In Matthew 14, Jesus gets some bad news and
withdraws in a boat to a deserted place to rest and
pray. When he arrives, the crowd has followed him
and he has compassion for them, spending the whole
day healing those who are sick. At the end of the day,
he performs the miracle of feeding them all and
then finally sends the disciples and the crowds away
before going up the mountain by himself to pray. All
he wants is a little time alone with the Lord and instead he’s got a whole bunch of unexpected stuff he’s got to take care of first.
I don’t know about you, but I’m feeling a bit like Jesus may have in this
story. Ordinarily, the month of August is a fallow time in the church. It’s traditionally a little more hectic at FPCG at the beginning of the month because of the
final weeks of Freedom School, but once its closing ceremony is done, First Pres
including the Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry takes a small hiatus from the
hustle and bustle of the rest of the year.
This year, however, has been different. While there was no Freedom
School, the church has been extraordinarily active in August. We have a Reopening Task Force that has been looking at our options to come together again, and a
Director of Music Ministry Search Committee that is in full swing. We held a
Congregational Meeting to elect new officers, and then an Officers’ Retreat to
examine and approve their Ordination & Installation. We had a called session
meeting in a month that did not have one docketed. Plus our regularly scheduled
activities like Bible Studies, Confirmation Classes, Sunday School, Watch Parties, the Grief Group, and committee meetings continued. All of that in the
month of August – in the time of a global pandemic!
We are finally at the end of the planned activities, and I am able to take a
little time away. Of course, vacation in the time of COVID19 is not what it usually is. I’m not ready to get on a plane, or do a road trip staying in a different hotel every night. My daughter came up with a compromise solution. She
has rented a house in Hilton Head to celebrate her 25th birthday (how did she get
so old?!) and I am heading down south with her and some friends (my family
bubble) the last full week in August, returning just about as you will be receiving
this newsletter. Hopefully, I will be rested and refreshed and ready to face the
new season ahead.
The point is that we all – Jesus included – need time to rest and regroup.
To pray and center ourselves in God’s love. To attend to our own well-being so
that we have energy to give to others. I hope that you too are intentionally finding some time, whether in a different setting, or right in your own backyard, to
realign yourself with the Lord, and with God’s will for you. I anticipate the season ahead will be a challenging one, and we all need a bit of peace as we enter
into it together.
- Rev. Rebecca Segers
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
ONLINE
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship, study
and enjoy friendships at The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities in abundance.
In addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities, visit
www.fpcgermantown.org and
click on Special Events web pages
for more information.

___________________________
To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.
Windows is a publication of
The First Presbyterian Church
in Germantown. For questions regarding the information published here or to
submit content, please call the
church office at 215-8438811 or email:
communications
@fpcgermantown.org
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September Challenge Offering:
ATHLETES IN ACTION (CRU)
Last month W indows provided an update story from Carl and Noreen
Dambman indicating how their ministry continues to be effective in this
challenging time of COVID-19.
Basically, they have used new tools to reach out virtually to many places
in the world so that they could provide guidance to groups such as working with the International Sports Leadership School.
The September Challenge Offering is our opportunity to continue our
long history of supporting the work of the Dambmans and CRU. They
have served in this role for more than 40 years and our church has been a
faithful supporter for most of that time.

We hope to have a personal video message from Carl during one of our
September virtual worship services.
Please be graciously generous in giving to this international ministry.
Even though we are not worshipping at our church presently, you can
give either online or by mail to the church office. Mark your gifts for the
September Challenge Offering.
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http://www.peacedayphilly.org/events/

https://bit.ly/ontheborderpeace

https://bit.ly/democracycircle

https://bit.ly/InterfaithAlly

https://bit.ly/junkjournaling

https://bit.ly/loving-kindnessMeditation

https://bit.ly/SSudanRefugees

https://bit.ly/
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https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2MB9BPC

7

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2MB9BPC
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THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN
_________________

35 West Chelten Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
215-843-8811
www.fpcgermantown.org
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