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Items for the November 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

October 16th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

 World Communion Sunday is just 
around the corner. Conceived by the Rev. Hugh 
Thomson Kerr in 1930 when he was the moderator of 
the General Assembly of the US Presbyterian Church 
as a way to promote Christian unity and congrega-
tional interconnectedness, it was first celebrated at 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh 
1933. By 1940, World Communion Sunday was en-
dorsed by the Federal Council of Churches (now the 
National Council of Churches) and promoted and celebrated worldwide on the 
first Sunday in October.  

Almost 100 years later, we are about to celebrate it again, with an even 
stronger reason to ponder that interconnectedness we have with one another as 
most of us will be celebrating it in front of our televisions physically alone or in 
very small groups. The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown will be holding 
its first in-person worship service that day, outdoors in the east parking lot, with 
masks, social distancing, pre-wrapped communion elements, humming along 
encouraged instead of singing, and no gathering afterward in fellowship. 

This has me thinking about what exactly this special day and the sacra-
ment itself actually mean. The Lord’s Supper was first known as the Eucharist 
from the Greek word εύχαριστα meaning “thanksgiving.” This is the word used 
for what Jesus does before breaking the bread during the Last Supper. While we 
liturgically acknowledge Jesus giving thanks in the language of the Lord’s Sup-
per, Presbyterians don’t often call it the Eucharist.  

The name the Lord’s Supper came into practice in the early ’50s in the 1st 
century. We see it used in 1 Corinthians 11:20-21 as Paul admonishes the Corin-
thians to take the sacrament seriously rather than the church being divided with 
those who have less going hungry and those who are wealthy prone to overin-
dulge. Not exactly how we think of the Lord’s supper or the early church, is it?! 
But not so very different than the impulses of people today. 

The third name and the one that has most meaning for me in this time of 
COVID19 is Holy Communion. Holy, of course, means “sacred” or 
“consecrated.” Communion is from the Latin root communio, meaning “to share 
in common.” It is also the root of “community” and “communicate.” (I love this 
last one – to truly “communicate” means to make knowledge common.) Some-
thing that is common, or ordinary, becomes sacred in the blessing of the ele-
ments. It is also held in common, in community, in our practice of sharing the 
meal together. Even when we are separated by screens or using elements un-
touched by anyone else in the gathering, we are in community, touched by God’s 
presence spiritually imbued in the elements. As we gather together – or gather 
apart – this World Communion Sunday, may we feel that sense of community 
more strongly than ever before. 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

ONLINE 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

October Challenge Offering:   

Presbyterian Peace & Justice  
Presbyterian Peacemaking Offering is our Challenge recipient for the 
month of October. Without a doubt, our world is in need of peace. On our 

streets and in our communities, within out households and in our relation-
ships, within groups and between factions, among nations and within the 
whole global community, we need peace. Stark reminders of our need for 

peace confront us every day, calling us to act and inviting us to engage in 
the works and witness of peacemaking. The Presbyterian Peacemaking 
Offering provides a concrete way for all of us to contribute to the work of 
peacemaking.  
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85008791448   
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