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Items for the September 

issue of Windows are 

due on  

August 17th. Send to  

Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

While I was on Continuing Education leave in 
North Carolina last month, my phone began acting strange-
ly. Admittedly, it was very old – the original battery had 
died years ago, and I was continuing to limp along by pur-
chasing new ones every 6 months or so. I just didn’t want 
to get a new model and deal with whatever was going to be 
different with it. But that changed while I was away.   

It wasn’t just that it wouldn’t hold a charge. Other things started going 
wrong as well. For example, I could receive group texts but couldn’t reply to 
them. Not earth-shattering, but still a pain. Then something happened that I could-
n’t deal with: my GPS began to wig out. It couldn’t find me or would put me a 
couple of blocks away from where I actually was. It would direct me onto the 
highway when I was already on the highway or drive me around in circles. Being 
in a place you’ve never been before is not the time to have your GPS stop work-
ing!  

I had no choice. I had to break down and purchase a new phone. So I 
did. It’s basically the same phone with some upgrades, most of which are good 
and some of which are annoying. But the best thing about the phone is that it has 
security monitoring. I don’t really care about the security monitoring. I mean I 
guess it’s all well and good. What I love is that every single time I open my phone 
it tells me under the heading AT&T Mobile Security, “Everything is OK.”  

Everything is OK! What a great reminder in these times when everything 
does not feel OK at all. Back in March, when we first realized the gravity of the 
COVID19 pandemic, and began to take action because of it, we had no idea the 
magnitude of its effect. On our personal lives, our church life, our community. 
We couldn’t have imagined that we would be sheltering in place for going on five 
months, and still struggling with mitigation. Our lives are upended, and we 
still don’t have answers about when or how it will be safe to be together 
again. What’s going to happen with schools and businesses and yes, church re-
opening? It is hard not to be anxious and afraid when there is still so much that is 
unknown.  

There is a saying that the Bible tells us to “Fear not” 365 times, once for 
every day of the year. This is not technically accurate. Depending on the transla-
tion, and the wide number of ways one can say “Fear not/Do not be afraid” there 
are anywhere from 38-314 times this guidance is given. But the point is not how 
often we are told “do not worry about anything” (Phil. 4:6), but that God 
is sovereign. God is the one in control. We can lean back on the everlasting arms, 
and trust that no matter what our circumstances, everything is okay. “For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all cre-
ation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)  

Everything is OK, even when it feels like it’s not.  
- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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Windows is a publication of  
The First Presbyterian Church 
in Germantown.  For ques-
tions regarding the infor-
mation published here or to 
submit content, please call the 
church office at  215-843-
8811 or email: 
communications 
@fpcgermantown.org 
 

Contributors: 

Cherese Akers 

Ingrid Harris 

Christian Heyer-Rivera 

Eileen Jones 

Annie Kotto 

Heidi Mercado-Littles 

Rev. Kevin Porter 

Chris Scott Jr. 

Allison Seed 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Jim Thompson 

Jason Williams 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

ONLINE 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

On Wednesday, July 1, 2020, the FPCG session unanimously decided to put 
up a banner that says, "Black Lives Matter" on the fence in front of the Cri-
sis Ministry. The banner was designed by Communications Management 
Fellow Cherese Akers. It was hung up by Rev. Rebecca Segers, Building 
Manager Terry Boyer, and Sexton Tony Nixon on Friday, July 24, 2020.  
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The Reopening Task Force Needs Your Input! 

When will we as the friends and family of First Presbyterian Church in Germantown be able to meet 

face-to-face, person to person to worship our God together?   

At its July meeting the Session named Ernest Freeman, Annie Kotto, Dick Liberty, Allison Seed, Jim 
Thompson, and David Corbin to serve on a task force to address that critical question.  

The task force needs your input and has put together a survey (see below) to discover your willingness to at-

tend services in our sanctuary under altered circumstances as we seek to protect your health and well-being. 
To do this in as safe a manner as possible, there will be guidelines and protocols we will ask you to follow. 

When we do reopen, please know that this will be an “invitation”, not an “expectation.” Some of us are 

very anxious to get back together again, while others are more cautious.  We trust you to use your own good 
judgment.  If you choose to stay home, do continue to worship with us online. Please feel no pressure to at-
tend until you are comfortable doing so.  As Psalm 96 reminds us, we worship the Lord in the beauty of holi-
ness, whether we are at home, in the sanctuary or in God’s good creation.   

Survey 

1. Are you currently able to stay connected with the FPCG family virtually with YouTube church services 

and other events? 

 Yes 

 No 

Comments: 

2. Will you attend service if the church takes all necessary precautions to reduce coronavirus transmission 

(e.g. mandatory facial masks, physical distancing, no singing, no passing of the peace, bring your own com-

munion elements, no Coffee Hour/social gathering afterward, families sit together but not close to other indi-

viduals/groups, etc.): 

 Yes 

 No 

 I’m not sure 

Comments: 

3. How many people from your household will attend? 

4. Would you attend an outdoor church service in Vernon Park or the church parking lot? 

 Yes 

 No 

 I’m not sure 

5. If the opening of the church building is further delayed, what virtual events would you like the church to 

host? (e.g. online Bible Study) 

Comments: 

6. How would you like to receive additional information about church events? (check all that apply and in-

clude appropriate info) 

 Name/Contact Information__________________________________ 

 Phone___________________________________________________ 

 Text Message______________________________________________ 

 Email____________________________________________________ 

 U.S. Mail_________________________________________________ 
 

You may fill out the survey and mail it to The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown, 35 W. Chelten 
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19144 Attn: Reopening Task Force. We will also be sending out the survey electroni-
cally and need your responses by August 10.  Thank you for your help! 
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UPDATE FROM THE DAMBMAN’S 

ATHLETES IN ACTION 

We received an update message from the Carl and 

Noreen Dambman earlier this summer.  For more than 

40 years Carl and Noreen have devoted their lives to 

the worldwide ministry of CRU (known in some areas 

as Campus Crusade for Christ). Our church has faith-

fully supported their ministry for many years; of late 

through one of our monthly challenge offerings.  This 

year it will be the September Challenge Offering.  

More on that will be in September Windows. 

Here are some excerpts from their latest newsletter: 

Greetings from the Pacific Northwest USA---    
                                       
 “Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted 
among the nations, I will be exalted in the 
earth.”  The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Ja-
cob is our fortress.”  Psalms 46: 10-11 
 
I have added Work Place and Zoom to Skype, 
WhatsApp, Telegram and Facebook, so I can connect 
internationally with sport ministry leaders and friends 
across the globe.  My zoom connections are with 12 
years of the International Sports Leadership School 

(ISLS) classes that were in South Africa 2008-
2019 when I served as “shepherd.”  During those 
years we have served 280 students (from 109 dif-
ferent countries).  Since all travel has ceased, being 
able to zoom around the world is a wonderful way 
to encourage our country sports leaders.   
 
I am also skyping or zooming with Eurasia in a 
partnership with Athletes In Action Russia and 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  Church is in our 
living room on live stream on Sunday mornings 
with the 7 of us. We are also able to connect via 
zoom with other church prayer meetings.  A chal-
lenge of schedule is that the ISLS zoom meetings 
start early and the Eurasia meetings are late at 
night.  
 
Please pray that Carl will balance the desire to 
connect and shepherd sports leaders he knows and 
quality time with the LORD and family.  God is 
calling us to be more intentional in our prayers and 
asking we are asking Him to show us those who 
need our encouragement the most.   
 
 I have shed tears as I heard of the difficulties in 
some of the areas where I know the sports lead-
ers.  I am proud of how many are stepping up to let 
the Light of Christ shine in their communities.   

August Challenge Offering:  

PAR Recycle Works 

PAR Recycles Works is a social enterprise, which means it is operated as a traditional business, but with a 

strong social purpose and mission. The mission creates a significant amount of “financial friction” that pre-

vents us from being profitable from our recycling revenue alone. PAR currently generates almost 2/3 of their 

needed total revenue, but depends on the generosity of individuals, organizations, and foundations to cover the 

shortfall. As a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization, we are able to accept tax-deductible contributions. As a tra-

ditional employer, the objective is to stabilize newly returning citizens and help them develop the skills and 

habits that will make them successful in mainstream, full-time employment. Assistance is needed to make 

connections with organizations that can serve as employers and benefit from the trained and motivated indi-

viduals that come out of our program. Also, waste electronics such as computers, servers, monitors, and print-

ers are the raw materials of our business that enable us to create jobs. You can assist by making introductions 

and connections to companies that use and replace computers as well as entities that may want to host a com-

munity e-Waste collection. To discuss further please contact (267) 335-5455 or mqjones@par-

recycleworks.org.  

 
SILVER LINING THROUGH PANDEMIC 

One silver lining for me as I work from home now is to be able to spend more time with my mom who is 
92. I feel grateful that I can take some time during my work day to have lunch with her.  
 

- Ingrid Harris 
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NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Notice is hereby given that the Congregational Meeting, Part I, of the Congregation of the First Pres-

byterian Church in Germantown, in the County of Philadelphia, PA, will be held on Sunday, August 

09, 2020 at 11:30 a.m. via Zoom.  

 

The following will be presented: 

 Hearing Report of Nominating Committee 

 Election of Church Officers Class of 2022 and 2023 

 Nominating Committee Class of 2021 

Any other business which properly comes before the Congregation may be transacted at this meeting. 

Attest: Robert Seed, Clerk of Session 

  Rev. Rebecca L. Segers, Moderator 

You may access the Congregational Meeting via Zoom: Join Zoom Meeting https://zoom.us/j/7217841109 
Via phone and voice only: dial 1 301 715 8592 and enter Meeting ID: 721 784 1109# when prompted 

Grief, Loss, and Bereavement:  Some Basics 

Although all of us go through grief and loss at some 

point, the COVID pandemic has thrust the reality of 

this fact of life into the forefront of our individual and 

collective experience – whether we have realized it or 

not.  This is true whether we, or those we know and 

love, have been affected by the disease or not. All of 

us may be finding ourselves coming to terms with the 

various degrees of loss of routine, ways of socializing, 

means of independence, sense of physical safety, or 

economic security among other things. 

Regardless of the type or severity of loss we might be 

facing, there are insights we may find helpful to our 

particular situation by familiarizing ourselves with the 

stages of grief described by Elisabeth Kubler-Ross in 

her book On Death and Dying.  In short, Kubler-Ross 

describes grieving as a process which takes us through 

the stages of denial, anger, bargaining, depression, 

and acceptance.   

She acknowledges that everyone grieves differently 

and that the journey is not a straight line or sequential 

progression.  We may find ourselves bouncing be-

tween the different stages on any given week, day or 

even hour!  But even knowing these various emotions 

might be a part of grieving can help us understand 

why we – or those grieving alongside us – may be 

feeling or behaving in a particular way. 

For example, the two siblings arguing over who gets 

Mom’s mixing bowl may be acting out their anger that 

Mom has passed away. Likewise, a child who is experi-

encing the loss of being able to visit friends and family in 

this time of physical distancing may be feeling anger or 

depression. When these not-always-apparent grief reac-

tions are experienced in normal times it can be difficult 

to know what is going on.   

Now imagine how fraught this understanding can be 

when everyone is experiencing multiple losses at the 

same time! 

Grief, Loss, and Bereavement Support Group 

Over this past month, Rev. Kevin Porter has been hosting 

Grief, Loss, and Bereavement group via zoom on Mon-

day mornings. Beginning Monday, August 10th and con-

tinuing through Monday September 7th he will be 

holding this group in the evenings from 7:00 pm to 

8:00 pm for FPCG members, family, and friends who 

might want to support and share with others experi-

encing grief and loss. 
 

If you have any questions about whether this group might 

be for you, please contact Kevin by texting or calling 215

-518-1675, or Heidi Mercado-Littles at 215-888-7723.  

Or, feel free to join us via zoom on those Monday eve-

nings at 7:00 pm either visually by going to https://

zoom.us/j/7217841109 or by conference call by dialing 1

-301-715-8592 and entering Meeting ID: 721 784 1109# 

when prompted to do so. 

https://zoom.us/j/7217841109
https://zoom.us/j/7217841109
https://zoom.us/j/7217841109
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