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Items for the July 

issue of Windows are 
due on  

June 15th. Send to  
Communications 

@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

One of the things this pandemic has made 

me realize is what an average person I am. That is 

not to say that I don’t have gifts or am not special to 

God and to some people, but to say that in most 

ways, I am pretty run of the mill normal. For exam-

ple, in the midst of this challenging time, I think I 

am handling things better than some and less well 

than others. Right down the middle, if you will. 

When it comes to my home, I think I am a pretty decent housekeeper. Things can 

get cluttered if I don’t watch out, but are basically clean. Right down the middle. 

Last night, however, as I was going to bed, I noticed a thin film of cat 

hair across my headboard. Ugh. Above my head while I sleep. Needless to say, 

that got cleaned before I laid my head on the pillow, but how did I never see it 

before? Then this morning, as I was writing in my meditation journal, I saw a 

collection of dust devils running under my kitchen cabinets –not along the floor 

where I mop but sort of hanging under the little eave made by the edge of the 

cupboard sticking out. I’m sure this accumulation of dust and such is normal 

over time, but still. Ugh. 

Normally, I don’t spend this much time at home so maybe that is why 

these little buildups have gone unnoticed in the past. However, here I am. Day 

after day. I’ve become attuned to things that otherwise would have escaped me. 

The same is true for the “little sins” in our lives. The crankiness or sloth. 

The need for attention and praise. The pride or gluttony. They all have been ex-

acerbated by this pandemic “Stay at Home” order –at least they have been for 

me. I am more able to see than ever before the thin veneer of schmutz that can 

hide the fullness of the person God intends me to be. Yet I can revel in the fact 

that God loves me even with my faults and foibles, and if I am willing, can and 

will wipe that dirt away, leaving not only my spirit cleaner, but my actions with-

in them as well.  

That is why we say a Prayer of Confession each week in our worship ser-

vice, and if we are truly open to God’s loving touch, can continue the journey 

toward wholeness and health that the Lord longs for us to have. The willingness 

to invite God’s presence into our daily lives, to touch and to heal, then has the 

capacity to take our ordinary souls and make us so much more. Thanks be to 

God! 

- Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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June Challenge Offering: Friends of Vernon Park 
 

Just outside the windows of the First Presbyterian Church in German-
town you will see green leafy trees and colorful flowers in bloom, even 
with social distancing guidelines, there are still children playing, dogs 
and their owners strolling the paths and folks enjoying a conversation or 
book as they sit on the benches. Vernon Park, the ‘Emerald of German-
town’ is nestled in between commercial corridors and residential streets 
and serves as a connector, interlude and green oasis in our neighborhood. 
The Friends of Vernon Park is a group of dedicated volunteer stewards of 
this vital community resource, ensuring that the Park is vibrant, welcom-
ing and a positive environment for all.  We are able to accomplish this 
joyful work with the help of our community. The financial support pro-
vided by First Presbyterian Church has enabled us to tend to gardens, cre-
ate thoughtful programming for families and invest in (limited but con-
sistent) maintenance during the Philadelphia Parks and Recreation off-
season.. To learn more about Friends of Vernon Park, please visit 
www.friendsofvernonpark.org. Thank you, FPCG friends, for all you do 
to lift up our community. 

Windows is a publication of  
The First Presbyterian 
Church in Germantown.  
For questions regarding the 
information published here 
or to submit content, please 
call the church office at  
215-843-8811 or email: 
communications 
@fpcgermantown.org 
 

Contributors: 
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Lois Bethea 

Marc DiNardo 

Christian Heyer-Rivera 

Eileen Jones 

Rev. Kevin Porter  

Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Jim Thompson 

F. Anthony Thurman 

Lois VanEerden 

Ted & Rosy Walkenhorst 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

ONLINE 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

 Charles and Lois Bethea gratefully acknowledge all of the remem-
brances and sympathy expressed over the time of the death of Lois’ 
father, Melville Nafziger, May 21, 2020, at age 96.  He was also grand-
father to Sara Greene and great grandfather to Jason and Jas-
mine.  Having the support of our church family during this time has 
been has been very much appreciated.  Thank you, thank you. 
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   Caring for One Another in These Days 
 

The deacons of FPCG are still very much at work on 
behalf of our congregation and community these 
days!  Along with Rev. Rebecca and our parish visi-
tor, Heidi Mercado-Littles, the deacons have been 
reaching out to touch base with our members and 
friends to determine how we can be a support to one 
another and stay connected while managing physical 
distance. 
 

In addition to the more traditional means of sharing 
love and concern through phone calls and cards, the 
deacons have been part of new ministries as well, 
such as a ministry of making and distributing masks 
to whosoever amongst us that may need them.  Our 
constant challenge is staying mindful in this ever-
changing context how best to respond with the same 
spirit of compassion in ways that may require more 
imagination and forethought. 
 

For example, prior to the pandemic when there has 
been a death among us, a funeral hospitality team 
consisting of some deacons, some members of the 
Congregational Development and Fellowship Com-
mittee and others would snap into action like a well-
oiled machine.  Together, they would surround the 

grieving family with a repast after the funeral or me-
morial service for their loved one that would provide 
comfort in a way for those who mourn to taste and 
see God’s goodness carries on. 
 

Now that we cannot gather for either services or the 
meal, we are still figuring out how we can incarnate 
the gospel truth that when we grieve, we do not 
grieve alone!   
 

One new ministry to support many touched by grief 
and loss in this season is the launching of a new grief, 
bereavement and loss group which will be held virtu-
ally via zoom for both those who would like partici-
pate through conference call and those who would 
like to join in visually.  The group will be hosted by 
Rev. Kevin Porter Mondays at 11:00 am beginning 
June 15.  If you would like to be a part of this new 
venture, please contact the church at communica-
tions@fpcgermantown.org and we will give you 
more information. 
 

As we enter into this season of Pentecost, please con-
tinue to pray for God’s Spirit to inspire us all in find-
ing new ways to incarnate Christ’s Spirit through the 
hands and feet of the FPCG community! 
 

mailto:communications@fpcgermantown.org
mailto:communications@fpcgermantown.org
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Maurice Horne's early release hearing was postponed to July 1, 2020. If you did not have a chance to write a 
character reference letter and would like to, the address to write and mail it to is: 
 
Honorable Paul X. Escandon, J.S.C.  
New Jersey Superior Court  
Monmouth County Court House  
71 Monument Park, P.O. Box 1266  
Freehold, NJ 07728-1266  
 
Re: State v. Maurice Horne  
Indictment No: 14-03-0466 

ACT & ENGAGE UPDATE: REGARDING MAURICE HORNE 
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_________________ 
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