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issue of Windows are
due on
May 15th. Send to
Communications
@fpcgermantown.org

I don’t know about you, but I find these days of
being mostly housebound incredibly challenging, especially since my two favorite activities seem to be eating
and planning the next thing to eat. I have decided I need
to take better steps to remain healthy and positive. As a
result, I have begun a 30-day Yoga Challenge to develop more physical flexibility and am trying to take a daily walk for peace of mind.
The other day, I put on my mask and walked to Chelten Market to pick
up a few groceries. (Notice how I still manage to get my favorite activity of eating tied into the exercise!) I traveled up Greene Street and took a right on
Schoolhouse Lane over to Wayne Avenue. Along the route, trees were in full
pink and white bloom. Flowers adorned almost every lawn and the tulips were
exactly at their peak beauty. Birds were chirping a happy Spring song. It was
glorious!
I was reminded of Matthew 6:25-29, 33-34 (NRSV): “Therefore I tell
you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body
more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor
gather in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span
of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field,
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his
glory was not clothed like one of these...(S)trive first for the kingdom of God
and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. So do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.”
This passage is such a brilliant reminder of both the beauty of God’s creation, which is springing forth around us in this resurrection season, and that living in today is the best way for us to fulfill God’s will. It is a difficult time not to
worry. Looking at the news on television, reading the paper, listening to the radio are all coronavirus all the time, and certainly there are things we need to do
to be careful and safe and healthy in the midst of this pandemic. However, worrying is not one of them. It will not add an hour to our lives or joy to our days.
Which reminds me of my favorite scripture from Philippians; I memorized it in
the New King James version so that is how it echoes in my brain: “Be anxious
for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”
These are challenging times. I am grateful for the comfort of scripture
during them. It enables me to stay centered in what is truly important, to see the
blessings in the midst of the trials, and to trust that ultimately “all things work
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28 NRSV)
- Rev. Rebecca Segers
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
ONLINE
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship, study
and enjoy friendships at The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities in abundance.
In addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities, visit
www.fpcgermantown.org and
click on Special Events web pages
for more information.

___________________________

May Challenge Offering

To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.com
or call the church office at

Village to Village Care relies on the generosity of individuals, churches
and businesses to help us carry out this mission. We are seeking monetary donations to aid in meeting our $30,000 fundraising goal. We would
greatly appreciate your support!
Our organization is made up of healthcare and skilled professionals who
volunteer their time and special abilities to help improve healthcare in
underdeveloped areas of the world. We collaborate with community
leaders, help to educate their residents and provide basic necessities to
make healthcare happen. Village to Village Care was formed in large
part by two sisters, Dr. Anne-Marie Moukala-Cadet and Dr. Annie N.
Kotto, whose life experiences have fueled a life-long passion to provide
healthcare with compassion.
For more details about our ongoing activities please visit the website at
villagetovillagecare.org. Donations could be made online by mail at Village To Village Care Inc., 1994 Donna Avenue, Endicott, NY 13760.
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Pictured below is Lily and Elijah sharing a picture of their decorated
note cards from Parish Visitor, Heidi Mercado-Littles.
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The Aeolians: We Shall Overcome
Lawrence Brownlee: All Night, All Day
Camellia Johnson: Will There Really Be a Morning

download

Brahms: How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place
Craig Courtney: Thou Art Holy
Click here to listen.
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Click here to
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Make a Difference: “Act & Engage

speak to the fact of FPCG as Maurice’s church home
and family, as well as your own personal commitment
to assuring we are actively present in his life after his
“The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
spent several months looking at our Criminal Justice release, to the best of your/our ability.
system from a variety of perspectives, motivated by
letters from Maurice and Duane Jr. “Stevie” Horne, If you would like to take this step to support Maurice in
who are incarcerated in New Jersey. Last month we his appeal, please write your letter to the address and
noted there is a way for you to make a difference on with the designation below:
behalf of one of them. A hearing is scheduled for
Honorable Paul X. Escandon, J.S.C.
Maurice’s final appeal for early release on May 14, New Jersey Superior Court
2020. He is asking for character reference letters to
Monmouth County Court House
be sent to the judge presiding over his case.
71 Monument Park, P.O. Box 1266
Freehold, NJ 07728-1266
What might a character reference look like from
you? If you know Maurice, you could speak to your Re: State v. Maurice Horne
relationship and how it and he has grown over the
Indictment No: 14-03-0466
years, how the period of incarceration has been one
in which he has matured. If you do not, you can still Maurice and the Horne family will be grateful for your
write about how you have read the letters from Mau- support. Meanwhile, you will know that you have taken
rice shared in our “Windows” newsletters, in which a step to make a tangible difference for his early release
from a system which is especially dangerous in the
you have seen his growth in faith and commitment
time of COVID-19. Thank you.
to living a better life. In either case, you can also
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