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From the Pastor
I was recently invited to meet an old friend
in Center City. Her daughter was competing in a
gymnastics competition at the Convention Center,
so we planned to meet there for the awards ceremony and then have dinner together. I really didn’t
want to go. I mean, I did. Laura is a former colleague’s wife who I met when I was living in western New Jersey. She and I became very close and I
definitely didn’t want to miss the opportunity to see her, but I was really wrestling with the whole parking space thing. You see, I live on a block where there
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is only parking on one side of the street, and generally if I get home before 6:00
Minister’s Message….1,2 p.m., I can get a spot on the block, but any later and I have to park on another
block, walk further, and I can’t see my car out my window. I know that shouldUpcoming Services.…….2 n’t really matter to me, but somehow it does. It made me realize how much of
Lenten Bible Study……...2 my life revolves around getting a good parking space in front of my home. How
it limits my desire to leave once I get there, isolates me and diminishes my
March Birthdays….……..3 quality of life.
Then it occurred to me: there are other options! I can walk down to
3rd Sunday Laments..….3
Wayne Junction and take the train. Or walk over to Germantown Avenue and
Youth News...................4 ride the 23 bus. Or even spend a few dollars and take an Uber or a Lyft. I opted
for the first option on the way there. I had purchased a 10 trip for the regional
GACM News……....………5
rail a while ago, so I already had a ticket. The cost was a wash or even a little
Music News………..……...6 cheaper, since I didn’t pay for gas or parking. Sure, it took a little longer, but I
made good use of the time. I took a book and did some reading on the way.
Puerto Rico Fundraiser..7 Coming back, I took the bus (yes, I have a SEPTA Key card) and had a lovely
Lenten Bible Study…….. 7 conversation with a gentleman who waited with me for it to arrive. Plus, I got
fresh air and pleasant exercise too.
CE Fundraisers…….…….. 7
The point is I think this is often how we operate. We get stuck in the
same way of doing things, hanging on to something that we think is important,
while becoming more isolated in the midst of it. Meanwhile, there are options
that we may not even see that not only can get us where we need to go but offer
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new opportunities and relationships along the way. Sure, there might be some
issue of Windows are risk and cost along the way, but the benefits far outweigh the detriments.
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I invite you this Lenten season to consider the places where you are
March 17th. Send to
“stuck.” Where you are doing things the same way and it is no longer leading
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you toward a fuller and more meaningful life but insulating you from it. Maybe
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you faithfully read your Bible but could use a little more interaction as you ponPastor News (cont. on Page 2)
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship, study
and enjoy friendships at The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities in abundance.
In addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities, visit
www.fpcgermantown.org and
click on Special Events web pages
for more information.

der it. Join us at Bible Study during Lent on Sundays after worship or
Tuesday evenings at the Reisse’s home. Maybe you love worship Sunday
morning, but would like to broaden your worship experience. Join us at
Faith @ 5:00 the last Sunday in March, or the Maundy Thursday Soup
Supper on April 9th or Tenebrae on April 10th. Perhaps you love the group
with whom you regularly connect but would like to get to know more of
our faith community. You could join the Chancel or Gospel or Handbell
Choir, go to Puerto Rico this summer, or help share our wonderful church
with others by staffing our table at Mt. Airy Day. Whatever you choose to
do, I ask you to step out in faith this Lenten season and choose to do
something different. Something that will open your life to new experiences and to deeper relationship with God and one another. “For we are
God’s servants, working together.” (1 Corinthians 3:9a)
- Rev. Rebecca Segers

___________________________
To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.
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Lenten Bible Study: an Opportunity to Walk Closer with God
We want to follow Jesus, but sometimes wonder what that actually looks
like in everyday life. In our Lenten study “The Walk,” Adam Hamilton
highlights five essential practices modeled in Christ's own walk with God
and reinforced throughout the New Testament.
We will discuss and discover the transformational power of worship,
study, serving, giving, and bearing witness to your faith for five consecutive weeks beginning the first Sunday in Lent, March 1st immediately fol(Lenten Bible Study cont. on page 3)
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(Lenten Bible Study cont. from page 2)

lowing worship in the Finney Room. There is also an opportunity to participate on Tuesday evenings, starting
at 6:00 p.m. for dinner or joining at 7:00 p.m. for the Study only at the Reisse home, 812 E. Gravers Lane in
Wyndmoor. Either way, you can deepen your Lenten experience by joining us and learning to practice these
important principles in your faith journey. If you would like to attend the latter, but need a ride, please speak
with Rev. Rebecca and she will assure you are able to participate.
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March Challenge Offering
For three years in a row, FPCG has been supporting Puerto Rico's recovery after Hurricane
Maria in 2017, by sending work teams to one of
PDA's sites in the island. According to the Miami Herald in August 2019: “Puerto Rico’s
Housing Administration says anywhere from
25,000 to 30,000 people still don’t have permanent roofs after Maria. And some cities and
towns, particularly in the central highlands, are
rebuilding roads that washed out two years
ago”. This year, we will be taking a team of 10
to 15 adults and young people to work in the
community around the PCUSA camp El Guacio
in San Sebastian, PR. This camp is not only a
center of resources for this rural community, but
they are also developing a garden that will offer
fresh food for its neighbors and the surrounding
communities. This month’s challenge offering
will not only help our team go to PR but will
also allow us to leave a monetary gift so that the
Presbyterian Churches in PR can continue assisting in the rebuilding and development of the island. As a Puerto Rican and a member of FPCG, I am honored and overwhelmed with gratitude as I have seen how our congregation in Philadelphia has come together
to support my people as they try to get back on their feet. – Sheila Heyer-Rivera
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