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Items for the February 
issue of Windows are 

due on  
Jan. 17th.   Send to  

Communications 
@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

It’s time to ring in the New Year! In 1582, 
Pope Gregory XIII decreed that the calendar would 
skip 10 days, moving straight from October 4th to 
October 15th. That’s right. They lost a full week and 
a half out of that year. You see, the Earth takes a trip 
around the sun every 365.24219 days. When Julius 
Caesar set up the original calendar, he added leap 
years, but that was an overcorrection. Slowly but 
surely, the calendar began to misalign with the trip 
that the Earth takes around the sun, and the seasons were out of whack with it. 
Pope Gregory, with the help of a commission led by the physician Aloysius Lil-
ius and astronomer Christopher Clavius, solved the problem. They eliminated 
the aforementioned 10 extra days, and kept the leap years except on centennial 
years that aren’t evenly divisible by 400 – so there was a leap year in 2000, but 
not in 1900 or 1800 or 1700.  

 

Not everyone adopted the new calendar right away. Pope Gregory was 
able to persuade Catholic countries like Italy, Spain, and Portugal to change, 
but Protestant countries were wary of this papal initiative. Great Britain and the 
American colonies didn’t adopt it for almost 200 years, waiting until 1752. 
When they finally did, they had to erase 11 days instead of 10. Sweden made 
the change in 1753. Turkey made the change in 1917, and Saudi Arabia just 
switched over in 2016! Imagine losing more than a week in your life – usually 
we complain that we need more time, not less.  

 

It is not just the Gregorian calendar that has moved into a new year. Our 
Christian calendar also started again on December 1, 2019 with the First Sun-
day in Advent. We celebrate the Light of Christ coming into the world on De-
cember 25th and are now moving steadily into the liturgical year as the secular 
one also begins. In the Christian calendar, we are in the season of Christmas for 
12 days until January 6, 2020. Then we move into Ordinary Time until Lent 
begins with Ash Wednesday, February 26th.  

 

I love Ordinary Time. Celebrations are great. Holidays, which is an eli-
sion of “Holy-days,” are wonderful. But there is something special to me about 
Ordinary Time. I have a friend who says: “It takes quantity time to have quality 
time.” In other words, it is during the everyday, run-of-the-mill interactions 
with one another that we build relationships. Those special moments of sharing 
and intimacy come through the trust built over the normal routine practice of 
being together.  

 

This is why it is important to come to worship regularly and to read the 
Bible and participate in other activities in the congregation. Because the more 
we engage with God and one another, the more we interact and truly get to 
know each another and the Lord, the more we likely to have those memorable 
moments that enhance our lives.  
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Windows is a publication of  
The First Presbyterian 
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For questions regarding the 
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or to submit content, please 
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communications 
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Bob Seed 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 

Delores Solomon 

F. Anthony Thurman 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

3rd Sunday Plants Seeds  
 

Our 3rd Sunday Intergenerational Bible Study planted literal 
seeds at our December gathering. We studied Luke 1:39-45 where the 
newly pregnant Mary visits her relative Elizabeth, who is also miracu-
lously pregnant. We talked about sharing words of encouragement in 
times of challenge, and about being open to the Holy Spirit’s prompting. 
We then returned to the pots we painted back in October and had the  
opportunity to plant herbs in them. We are hopeful that we will begin to 
see the fruits of our labor in the coming months.  

 

Meanwhile, we look forward to meeting again on the 3rd Sunday 
in January, which is the 19th. We will be talking about the Parable of the 
Two Sons in Matthew 21:28-32 – and no, these are not the Prodigal and 
his brother. This parable is a lesser known one about faithfulness and 
hard-heartedness, change and resistance. Please join us and share your 
faith journey with others at First Pres on January 19th immediately fol-
lowing worship.  

Pastor News (cont. from Page 1) 

The celebration of Christmas is almost over. But the celebration 
of the Incarnation never ends. The fact that God chose to come to earth in 
human form, to know us, love us, and forgive us is a joy beyond imagina-
tion. As we enter into the Ordinary Time of our lives, may we ever more 
fully lean into and appreciate the Presence that is always Present – and 
always a Present, even when the gift-giving time of year is done.  

     
     -  Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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JANUARY CHALLENGE OFFERING  
Bible Based Trauma Healing for Africa  

Africans have been experiencing conflict and trauma 
for decades. But 20 years ago, Bible-based trauma 
healing was pioneered in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. Since then, hundreds of African pastors, 
counselors, and community leaders have launched 
ministries to help people who suffer deeply. Each 
healing group is led by a trained ministry leader using 
a simple curriculum. Based on foundational truths 
from God’s Word, the lessons use art, stories, activi-
ties, and questions to help people engage deeply with 
themselves, with God, and with each other. 100% of 
all donations received will go directly to the bible 
ministry. For more information of to give please visit 
americanbible.org or call 1-800-549-3328.  

Message from Parish Visitor Heidi Mercado-Littles 
Wishing you Peace in 2020 

 

As I do every year, I will be going to Chile to spend time with my family and 
friends, and to rest and recharge.  I will be away from January 13 until March 19, 
2020. 
 

Upon my return, I will begin phasing out of my position of Parish Visitor.  I have 
been serving First Church in this capacity since February 2001, When Rev. Nancy 
Muth was our Interim Pastor.  These 19 years have been a journey of growing and 
learning, of joys, surprises, and tears. I have always had the unconditional support of 
the Pastors under whom I have served, and I have always felt encouraged and loved 
by this congregation.  For this I am deeply grateful. 
 

In 2020, I will cut my hours in half.  I will come to Germantown/Philadelphia every other week to be present 
at Staff Meeting and visit members who are home- or institution-bound.  Rev. Rebecca and Rev. Kevin have 
agreed to visit these members on the alternate weeks when I am not here.  I will still be reaching out to you 
weekly to ask for prayer requests, and sending birthday, holiday and other cards as needed.  
 

At the end of 2020 it will be time for me to retire. “For everything there is a season.”  Ecclesiastes 3:1 
May God bless each of you as you have blessed me. 
 

Heidi Mercado-Littles 

New Stove for our Kitchen 

The Property committee is pleased to announce that 
there will soon be a new stove in the kitchen.  It is a 
gift in honor of Bea and Bill Gardener given by Marc 
DiNardo and Liz Drum.  For those of you who are 
new to the church, Bea Gardener served the church 
for many years by putting together wonderful church 
dinners for 125 or more.  She organized many coffee 
hours and receptions. She ruled the kitchen.  Bea was 
a legend. Her husband Bill served by her side during 
his lifetime.  Marc and Liz would also like to thank 
all those who have and are now working in the kitch-
en to serve our congregation. 

 

Thank you Marc and Liz for honoring the Gardeners 
and for making our kitchen safer and up to date. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Continuing our Windows section called the Good News Youth Corner, this 

section will be devoted to lifting up some of the great things that our young 

people are experiencing and accomplishing.  Any parent or member is wel-

come to share some good news big or small about one of the young people 

who participate in our community and ministry. Email Cherese Akers at 

communications@fpcgermantown.org.  

 Confirmation classes start on January 5th for students 6th grade and above. Classes will be held from 
11:45-1p. We will meet in the Longstreth Auditorium before class.  

 Middle School Retreat to Johnsonburg, NJ. Middle school students (6-8 grade) will be on retreat from Jan-
uary 10-12. Please pray for our time together for the deepening of our relationships and for our openness 
to learn and love God more sincerely. 

The CE committee would like to thank all those involved in helping make the our December 21st Christmas 
Festival a success. From our young actors, parents, volunteers who managed our numerous craft tables, our 
kitchen crew and of course our Santa and his picture takers, all your efforts were so appreciated. Thanks for 
helping so many celebrate our Lord’s coming to us and His continued presence abiding with us even now.   

 How to Act & Engage?  
 

Our Act & Engage program concerning Criminal Justice will be coming to fruition in the next month 
as we host our final panel discussion on Sunday, January 26th immediately following worship. We will be fo-
cusing on the criminal justice system itself this time, hearing from attorney Daniel Conner, a representa-
tive from the District Attorney’s office, a representative from the prison system, and a representative who 
works with issues around incarceration. We hope to learn more about this aspect of our topic, and then have 
an opportunity for discussion around next steps in the near term post this gathering. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation and be sure to join us on January 26, 2020 as we continue the journey.  

mailto:christianaheyer@yahoo.com
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(GACM News cont. on page 6) 
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(GACM News cont. from page 5) 
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(Music News cont. on pages 7/8) 
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(Music News continued from page 6) 



9 

(Music News continued from page 7) 
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THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

IN GERMANTOWN 

_________________ 

35 West Chelten Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-843-8811 

www.fpcgermantown.org 

 

In honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, we will be RISING AGAINST HUNGER for the 5th consecutive 
year. Join us on January 20, 2020 for our annual day of service as we participate in the mission to end world 
hunger by 2030. Our goal is to provide 25,000 meals to feed those who are in need around the world. Each 
meal cost 34 cents and consists of rice, soy, vegetables and 23 essential vitamins and minerals. If you would 
like to donate and or volunteer please use this link http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/FPCG2020.  

http://events.riseagainsthunger.org/FPCG2020

