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Items for the March 
issue of Windows are 

due on  
Feb. 17th.   Send to  

Communications 
@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

Lately it feels like I’m living in the Land of 

Broken Things. Shortly before Christmas, my laptop 

got wet, stopped working, and I had to purchase a 

new one. Then last Friday, I came into the office and 

my keyboard, which had been shorting out for about 

a month or so, kept turning off after writing two or 

three words. Since I’ve moved to Philly, both bump-

ers on my car have been hit: the front is popped out of alignment with the hood 

and the back is cracked in three places. While Grace was home for Christmas, 

we saw a movie and my driver side mirror was hit in tha parking garage. The 

cover was popped off and missing and the turn signal light hanging down, al-

though I was able to snap it back into place. Then it was clipped again in the 

last couple of weeks and now a piece is chipped off. Last week, the other side 

mirror was completely sheered off. It was lying on the ground when I found it, 

and is now on the floor inside my car. Then while I was doing laundry on Satur-

day, the dryer made a big CLONK and stopped working. The power is still on, 

but nothing happens. 

This has me pondering brokenness in general. All the ways I am broken, 

we are broken, humankind is broken. All you have to do is pay attention to the 

news to see the brokenness: the pain, the division, the disasters – natural and 

unnatural, wars, famine, earthquakes, wildfires, the list goes on and on. Then 

there is what is going on in our community: gun violence, poverty, hunger, un-

derfunded schools, and so forth. On top of all of that, we have what’s going on 

in our own personal lives, where we often have broken relationships, financial 

concerns, issues with addiction, illness, and more. 

Some of these things can be fixed, particularly when we’re talking about 

a computer part or an appliance. Items can be repaired or replaced. As a matter 

of fact, while I sit in Uncle Bobbie’s writing this article, I’m also waiting for a 

call from the GE repairperson to meet him/her at home to fix my dryer. I’ve 

already replaced the keyboard and scheduled an appointment to reattach the 

passenger side mirror. For some of them, though, the cost outweighs the bene-

fit, so they will remain cracked or out of alignment. Sometimes, it feels like the 

things in our lives will remain cracked or out of alignment as well. 

This may in fact be true. Some things in our lives may never be fixed. 

We may not be healed of illness, or have our financial woes completely abated. 

We may not be able to repair our relationships or completely restore what is 

broken in our communities. But the fact remains 
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

FPCG Hosts Climate Conference 

We will be hosting the Annual Conference of Pennsylvania Inter-

faith Power and Light The Long Journey: From Extracting the Past to 

Cultivating the Future on Sunday, February 9, 2020 from 1:00-5:00 

p.m. The keynote speaker is Colette Pichon Battle of the Gulf Coast 

Center for Law and Policy. She will draw connections between the fossil

-fuel entwined histories of Pennsylvania and Louisiana and explore what 

we can learn from each as we build the movement for a sustainable fu-

ture. Following the opening liturgy and keynote speaker, there will be 

workshops on local issues as well: 

Resisting: One Family’s Story: This year’s PA IPL Visionary 

Award Recipients, The Clatterbuck family, founders of Lancaster 

Against Pipelines, will recount how they stood up to a large corporation, 

and built solidarity around stopping gas transmission charted to go 

through their community. Mark is the Associate Professor of Religion at 

Montclair State University in NJ, and Malinda the Associate Pastor at 

Community Mennonite Church of Lancaster and Community Rights Co-

ordinator for the Community Environmental Legal Defense Fund. They 

and their teenaged children will also lead us in discussion around the 

spiritual underpinnings that we hold grounding us in the work we do. 

To Thrive Is to Grow!: Increasing Philadelphia’s ‘green foot-

print’ battles climate disruption on several fronts: trees create shade and 

moisture, cooling overheated neighborhoods; green spaces absorb CO2; 

and community gardens and urban farms provide locally-grown and con-

sumed food, shaving emissions from trucking produce from miles away. 

Come learn more from our panelists who will give an overview of pro-

jects-in-progress, and offer information on how to become locally in-

volved. 

Turning On, Turning Away, Turning Toward: What does it 

mean for people of faith in Philadelphia? This workshop will take a 

deep dive into the keynote. We’ll explore what we bring as a faith com-

munity, what we’ve done in the past and how we may do things differ-

ently in light of the questions and insights raised by 

Pastor News (cont. from Page 1) 

that our God is in all of it with us. “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not 

perish, but have eternal life.” (NASB) God didn’t think the cost of for-

giveness outweighed the benefit. God was willing to give God’s own self 

for US. This is the amazing gift of grace.  

It is practically unfathomable to me – the great mystery of faith: 

that no matter our brokenness, Jesus lived for us, died for us, rose for us, 

prays for us, reigns in power for us. How great is our God! No matter 

what is going on, in our world or in our lives, if we rest in this 

knowledge, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of 

thing shall be well.” (Julian of Norwich). 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 

(News cont. on page 3) 
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(News cont. from page 2) 

our speaker. This will be a structured conversation, led by facilitators who have studied the keynote. 

Not only are we hosting, we are INVITED to be a part of this conference and the conversations and 
actions it supports. You may register at www.paipl.us. The costs is $10.00 per person when you click the 

“group pre-registration” option. Please join Rev. Rebecca and other interested Philadelphians of faith for this 
important and informative gathering. 

Come Walk with God this Lenten Season 

Rev. Rebecca will be leading a Bible Study on 

“The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian 

Life” by Adam Hamilton this Lenten season. From the 

Lord walking in the Garden of Eden to Jesus walking 

with his disciples along the Galilee, the Bible is filled 

with examples of how important it is to walk with God. 

However, we can become complacent, and merely sit 

with God on a Sunday morning, out of practice when it 

comes to centering ourselves in God’s presence 

throughout the rest of the week.  

Jesus called to his disciples: “Follow me.” The 

word “to follow” in Greek is akoloutheo, which means 

to accompany on a journey or to walk with someone 

down a road. In these difficult and uncertain times, it is 

ever more important for us to walk with Jesus – to ac-

company him and one another on our individual and 

corporate journeys of faith.  

Each week, we will explore and incorporate 

more fully into our lives five spiritual practices: Wor-

ship and Prayer, Study, Service, Giving, and Sharing. 

These may seem self-evident, but when we offer all of 

our lives to God with deep intention, our faith and our 

relationships – with God and with one another – be-

come stronger and more meaningful.  

There will be two opportunities to partici-
pate: Sundays immediately following worship 

starting on March 1st and Tuesday evenings starting 
March 3rd. The Christian Education Committee 
would like to hold the Tuesday evening sessions at 

a parishioner’s home with a potluck supper (CE 
will provide the entrée) at 6:00 p.m. and the study 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. If you are willing to open 

your home for this event for 5 consecutive Tues-
days from March 3-March 31, please let a member 
of the Christian Education Committee (Don Carlin, 

Christian Heyer-Rivera, Contina Lundy, Andrea 
Overton, Bob Seed, and Rev. Rebecca Segers) 
know. If you would like to participate in the study, 

please sign up after worship on the sheet, and we 
will assure that you have a book in advance to pre-
pare in time for the first session.  

 
FEBRUARY CHALLENGE OFFERING  

 

February’s Challenge Offering will be dedicated to 

the Deacons fund. This fund assists the Deacons in 

their mission: “to minister to those who are in need, 

to the sick and to any who may be in distress in the 

community of faith.”  Please give generously to 

support this mission of our congregation.  

http://www.paipl.us
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