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 Thank you for your attendance at this 
Messiah concert today. We hope you enjoy the 
performance and that you will return for fu-
ture concerts here at The First Presbyterian 
Church in Germantown.
 Handel’s Messiah, an oratorio in three 
parts, is certainly the most famous work of 
the genre. The history of oratorio, or “the op-
era of the church” as I like to call it, dates 
from a 17th century Papal decree that prohib-
ited theatrical performances, including opera 
and other “spectacles” during the season of 
Lent. As a result, many composers turned to a 
new form a composition, the oratorio, which 
appealed to opera audiences. 
 Unlike opera, oratorio is based on bib-
lical texts (traditionally Old Testament) and 
its performance omits staging, costumes, and 
sets. Messiah stands out from most other ora-
torios in that the libretto is based on both Old 
and New Testament texts.
 Before beginning his work on Messiah, 
Handel had enjoyed a successful career as an 
opera composer. However as time passed, the 
popularity of his operas began to suffer; Han-
del, himself, began to tire of opera. Being a 
man of great faith, it is not surprising that 
he would turn to oratorio. Without a doubt, 
Messiah saved his career as a composer and 
catapulted him back to the forefront of 18th 
century music composition.
 Messiah received its premiere as an Easter 
offering in 1742 in Dublin where it was en-
thusiastically received by an audience of more 
than 700. Despite its success, Messiah was 
also greeted by controversy among Christians 
who felt it was unfitting for sacred texts to be 
sung in the theatre.

 Today’s concert is presented by the Ger-
mantown Oratorio Choir. This community 
chorus rehearses seasonally,  October–De-
cember and January–March, and presents 
two major concerts each year. Members of 
the choir, representing a wide diversity of 
age, socioeconomic, racial, and educational 
backgrounds, are drawn from throughout the 
Delaware Valley. The semi-professional group 
unites volunteers and professional musicians 
working side by side toward a common goal 
of musical excellence while promoting classi-
cal music to an underserved community.
 Our mission this afternoon is to present 
a concert of excerpts from Messiah to provide 
a shorter concert experience than what a full 
performance (three hours) would require. As 
we enter the season of Advent today, our pro-
gram begins with the prophecy of Isaiah and 
culminates in the book of Revelation. 
 On behalf of The First Presbyterian 
Church in Germantown, I extend heartfelt 
gratitude to all those who have made this 
concert possible: the sponsors, advertisers, 
and friends of music listed in the program; 
and especially the soloists, instrumentalists, 
and choir who have rehearsed this extraor-
dinary and difficult music over the past two 
months. Thank you all!

F. Anthony Thurman, dma
music director

Welcome!



Germantown
Oratorio Choir
F. Anthony Thurman  music director

Beethoven Festival Concert
with concert pianist Gayle Martin

Sunday, March 15 at 3 pm

Find your place in our choir!
Rehearsals begin Tuesday, January 7

For more information:
215-843-8811

music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com
 

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
35 W. Chelten Ave. | Philadelphia

Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry shares hope
providing food and emergency aid for neighbors in crisis.

 Social Service hours: M–W, 9am–2pm
Food Cupboard: Thursday 10am–4pm  

Help Us Help Others. Donate food, toiletries, coats. 
Provide fi nancial support to enable small housing or

utility grants. Volunteer. Your gifts are needed

“The wonderful staff at Germantown Crisis Ministry provided resources 
along with kind words to help me get back to being self suffi cient.”

215-843-2340
www.crisisministry.org

Located in The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
35 W. Chelten Avenue | Philadelphia, PA 19144 

McLean Memorial Organ
Centennial Concert Series

Sunday, January 19 at 4 pm
Marvin Mills organ

Philadelphia Brass
A concert commemorating the 
Martin Luther King. Jr. holiday

Sunday, April 26 at 4 pm
Ken Cowan organ
A program of solo repertoire and 
orchestral transcriptions

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
35 W. Chelten Ave. | Philadelphia

A CZECH CHRISTMAS
Baroque splendor from the 
Archbishop’s Palace in Kromeriz
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Welcome The Rev. Rebecca Segers

Messiah George Frideric Handel
  (1685–1759)

— Part 1 —

1. Overture
 
2. Recitative (Tenor) Isaiah 40:1–3

Comfort ye my people, saith your God; speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem; and cry unto her, 
that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. The voice of him that crieth in 
the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

3. Air (Tenor) Isaiah 40:4
Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low; the crooked straight, 
and the rough places plain.

4. Chorus Isaiah 40:5
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together; for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

 5.  Accompagnato (Bass)  Haggai 22:6–7; Malachi 3:1
Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: Yet once a little while and I will shake the heavens, and the 
earth, the sea, and the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of all nations 
shall come. The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messen-
ger of the covenant, whom ye delight in; behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts.

 Air (Bass) Malachi 3:2
But who may abide the day of his coming, and who shall stand when he appeareth? For 
he is like a refiner’s fire.

 Recitative (Alto) Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23
Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Emmanuel, God with us.

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
First Sunday of Advent

December 1, 2019 
 

Please silence all cell phones and electronic devices. 
This concert is being Internet livestreamed and can be replayed on demand: 

 www.fpcgermantown.org/Messiah-2019.

† Latecomers may be seated.

† 



● At the performance venue or in our acoustically-friendly studio,
● using state of the art equipment,
● helping you reach a wider audience with innovative webcasting 

and online distribution strategies,
● drawing on our years of experience as performers, audio 

engineers and video producers.

Robert Bullington, PRESIDENT
www.frsprod.com   609.423.1072

Front Row Seat Productions LLC
…captures and preserves great performances!

7148 Germantown Avenue
Mt. Airy – Philadelphia, PA 19119

215-247-0832
www.rothefl orists.com

Anthony Darrow
piano service since 1976

tuning, refi nishing & rebuilding

pianotuner426@yahoo.com | 856-223-0001 | 856-371-3371

Proud to support music at FPCG!

pipe organ tuning,  maintenance & restoration
Adam F.  Dieffenbach,  owner

505 e. emmaus ave.
allentown, pa 18103

610-797-2510 | emerybrothers.com



Part 1, cont’d

8.  Air (Alto) and Chorus  Isaiah 40:9;60:1
O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high mountain; O thou that 
tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, behold your God!  Arise, shine for thy light is come, and the 
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. 

11. Chorus Isaiah 9:6
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder and his name shall be called wonderful, counsellor, the mighty God, the Ever-
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

 

12. Pastoral Symphony

 Recitative (Soprano) Luke 2:8
There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks by night. 

13. Accompagnato (Soprano) Luke 2:9
And lo! The angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 
about them, and they were sore afraid.

 Recitative (Soprano) Luke 2:10–11
And the angel said unto them, fear not; for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.

14. Accompagnato (Soprano) Luke 2:13
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 
and saying:

15. Chorus Luke 2:14
Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, good will towards men.

16. Air (Soprano) Zechariah 9:9–10
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion, shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee! He is the righteous Saviour, and he shall speak peace unto the heathen.

 
Offertory

Your free-will offering will support this community outreach concert and others like it. 
Please make checks payable to The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 
All gifts to FPCG are 100% tax deductible to the fullest extent provided by law.

Please give as generously as you are able. Thank you!



O Come, All Ye Faithful
Christmas Eve will be no silent night at

 The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown!

7 pm Celebration of the Incarnation
The Rev. Rebecca Segers preaching

Choral Anthems by the Chancel and Gospel Choirs
Carol singing led by the McLean Memorial Organ,

the largest church organ in Philadelphia

— Part 3 —
41. Chorus 1 Corinthians 15:21–22

Since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

47. Chorus Revelation 5:12–13
Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by his blood, to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. Bless-
ing and honour, glory and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever. Amen.

All are invited to a dessert reception in Longstreth Auditorium.

— Part 2 —
21. Chorus Isaiah 53:4–5

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; he was wounded for our trans-
gressions; he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him.

30. Chorus  Psalm 24:7–10
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of 
glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty in battle. The 
Lord of Hosts, he is the King of glory.

39. Chorus Revelation 19:1;11:15;19:16
Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this world is become 
the kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever. King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords.



Rebecca Hughes, soprano, is a 
regular participant in the Ger-
mantown Oratorio Choir and 
was a featured soloist in the 
group’s Brahms Festival Con-
cert earlier this year. She has 
performed at the Mann Music 
Center, the Kimmel Center, the 
Cathedral Basilica of Saints Pe-
ter and Paul, and twice in Rid-
er University’s voice seminar in 

Florence, Italy. The Upper Darby native is a graduate 
of Temple University where she majored in voice and 
was a student of famed soprano Benita Valente.

Margaret Mezzacapa, mezzo 
soprano, rose to prominence in 
the opera world as the Grand 
Prize Winner of the Metropol-
itan Opera National Council 
Auditions in 2012. She is a first 
prize winner of the Licia Alba-
nese–Puccini Foundation Inter-
national Vocal Competition and 
recipient of the George London 
Award. A graduate of Philadel-

phia’s Academy of Vocal Arts, the Ohio native has 
performed with Opera Philadelphia, Opera New Jer-
sey, San Francisco Opera, the Philadelphia Orchestra, 
Columbus Symphony, Phoenix Symphony, and with 
the Germantown Oratorio Choir & Orchestra.

Dugan Morgridge, tenor, is ac-
tive as an ensemble singer and 
soloist throughout the Phila-
delphia area. In addition to the 
Germantown Oratorio Choir, 
he frequently appears with Phi-
lomusica Chorale, with whom 
he premiered With Every Breath, 
a new cantata for tenor, chorus, 
piano and percussion, the Arch-
diocesan Choir of Philadelphia, 

and more. Later this season, he will appear as tenor 
soloist in Handel’s Messiah with The Choristers, and in 
Honeger’s King David with the Haverford-Bryn Mawr 
Bi-College Chorale and Orchestra. He was a core 
member of The Philadelphia Singers for the last ten 
years of that ensemble’s existence. The New York City 
native holds degrees in vocal performance from the 
New England Conservatory and Temple University.  

Robert Phillips, baritone, per-
forms with Opera Philadelphia 
and with numerous choral orga-
nizations throughout the greater 
Philadelphia region. The Swarth-
more native studied at the Tangle-
wood Institute Summer Program 
for Young Artists and continued 
his vocal studies at Westminster 
Choir College in Princeton. He 
was a core member of the Phila-

delphia Singers, a founding member of The Crossing in 
Chestnut Hill, and enjoyed a long association with the 
Spoleto Festival of Two Worlds in Italy.

F. Anthony Thurman is music 
director at The First Presbyterian 
Church in Germantown and has 
conducted church choirs, choral 
societies, and community cho-
ruses in New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, and Kentucky. He 
holds a doctor of musical arts de-
gree from the Manhattan School 
of Music and has enjoyed a distin-
guished national and internation-

al career as organ soloist, having performed hundreds 
of recitals from coast to coast in the U.S. and abroad. 
He is recorded on Historic Organs of Louisville (Raven, 
1996), has been heard on American Public Media’s 
Pipedreams, and made his Kimmel Center debut in 
2017 as organist for the Opera Philadelphia chorus.
 In addition to his performing career, Dr. Thurman 
has been director of development and communications 
for the American Guild of Organists and a contributor 
to The American Organist magazine for two decades.

FEATURED PERFORMERS



Germantown Oratorio Choir & Orchestra
F. Anthony Thurman music director

Soprano
Julia Bruton-Sheppard

Marney Hague
Molly Hall

Rebecca Hughes
Toni Kestenbaum
Anne McKenna

Raegan Ruiz
Ulrike Shapiro
Gina Thomas
Perry Watts
Ida Yellock

Alto
Patricia Adams
Ruth Ann Cato
Eloise Chevrier
Beth Delaney
Mary Fallon

Susan Mills Farrington
Vera Harrison

Evamarie Malsch
Margaret Mezzacappa

Christine Nass
Nancy Stott

Tenor
David Corbin
Stuart Jasper
David Kellett

Joseph J. Leube Jr.
A.E. Maddison

Dugan Morgridge

Bass
David Cassie

Marc DiNardo
Jesse Padgett

Robert Phillips
Erik Potteiger
Paul Thomas

David Wolford

Fairmount Chamber Ensemble
Beth Dzwil, Contractor

Violin I
Leah Kim, Concertmaster

Melissa Locati
Andreia Torain
Rebecca Harris

Violin II
Fran Berge

Ellen Strange
Julie Bougher

Arianna Schickel

Viola
Beth Dzwil

Renee Warnick

Cello
Mimi Morris Kim

Ezgi Yargici

Bass
Timothy Raub

Oboe
Terry Belzer
Tara Harvey

Timpani
Flossie Lerardi

If you enjoy this concert and want to be on the
First Church concert mailing list, please let us know:

215-843-8811 or music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com



Sponsorship Gifts 
($2,500+)
Joeseph J. Leube Jr. 
 (in memory of Linda Leube)

($1,000-2,449)
Marc DiNardo and
 Elizabeth Drum
 (in memory of William H. Oldach Jr.)
Samuel White

Leadership Gifts
($500-999)
City of Philadelphia Office of 

Arts, Culture, and the Cre-
ative Economy

John M. Roberts
J. Randall Rosensteel

($250-499)
Ted Barr and Tony Thurman
 (in memory of Fred W. Thurman)
Bruce P. Bengtson
Robert and Ruth Ann Cato
John W. Cayce
Denise Cowie and Stuart Ditzen
Gayl and Herbert Henze
The Rev. James and Judy O’Dell
 (in honor of Ted Barr and Tony Thurman)
Perry Watts
 (in honor of F. Anthony Thurman)
Jack and Judy Winner

Friends of Music Gifts
($100-249)
Mr. and Mrs. Earl J. Ball III
Lois and Charles Bethea
The Rev. David and Dhyan Cassie
David Corbin
 (in memory of my father)
The Revs. Mark and Mary 

Virginia Farnham
 (in honor of Ted Barr and Tony Thurman)
Stephen and Karen Husband
 (in memory of Sara Younkin)
Pamela D. Murray, md
John Orandosh
Stephen Ross
James R. Thompson
 (in memory of Pat Thompson)
Betty W. Thurman
 (in memory of Fred W. Thurman)

($50-99)
Mary J. Fallon
 (in honor of Karen Wuest)
Faith and David Wolford

($25-49)
Juanita B. Harris

Advertising Sponsors
Anthony Darrow
Emery Brothers
Gerald Paul Hair Salon
Germantown Avenue Crisis 

Ministry
Rothe Florists
Victor Printing

Gifts in Kind
Bärenreiter (choral scores)
Robert Bullington (videography)
Len Levasseur (photography)
Joseph Routon (photography)

Music Opportunity Fund
The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown extends heartfelt gratitude
to all those listed below for supporting this community outreach concert.




