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From the Pastor
Recently, I woke up to the news that Representative Elijah Cummings has died. This saddened me on many levels. I have spent more time in
Baltimore since I have lived in Philadelphia as
it has been a hub for Presbyterian conferences I’ve
attended; thus, I have more of an affinity for the
city. I have toured its environs, particularly the areas
Pernell Jackson gave a Piece in which ministry is being done similar to ours right
of the Rock to the Endow- here in Germantown.
ment Fund “In Memory of
Mr. Cummings’ wife, Maya, released a statement that says, “He worked
My Wife, Myrtle Jackson.” until his last breath because he believed that democracy was the highest and
Thank you Pernell!
best expression of our collective humanity and that our nation’s diversity was
its promise, not its problem.” The diversity that Mrs. Cummings wrote about is
In this Issue
alive and well within our First Church community, as I see particularly well
when I go on pastoral care visits.
Minister’s Message…....1
This last month I was blessed to share a few hours with Angel Adams as
she
was
about to move from Chestnut Hill Hospital to Jefferson downtown. We
Employee Highlight…....2
told stories and shared some smiles even in the midst of the pain, which was a
3rd Sunday……….………...3 gift to me and I pray to her also. She told me about being raised up in the CME
(Christian Methodist Episcopal) Church and how it steeped her in scripture and
New Members…………….3 Christian community. There was a joy in her sharing that showed me how deeply she loves Jesus and the church.
November Birthdays.....4
I also spent some time with Peggy Garrett, who is in hospice care
Dambmans Update…....4 at The Hill at Whitemarsh. Not only did I go, but Heidi and Kevin joined me,
guitars in hand, for them to play and us to sing “Just As I Am,” one
Youth News...................5 of Peggy’s favorite hymns. Peggy was raised right here in the Germantown area, in the Mount Airy Presbyterian Church. She reminisced about walking to
GACM/IHN News..…......6 church with her family all the way from Germantown Avenue below Chelten.
Lois van Eerden also spoke to me recently of walking to a church as a
Music News……………..7,8
child. The church was set back on Hansberry Street, and as the youngest she
In Other News…..………..9 was sent out early with her father. They only had one bathroom and the family would walk in shifts as they got ready. This day was cold. The wind was
Anna Reiman…………….10 blowing hard. She hunkered down and slightly behind him so that his grownup
bulk would break the wind.
“No,” he said to her, “Throw your shoulders back. Stand up tall. Face
Items for the December
the wind.” She says she learned not just the physical meaning of that statement,
issue of Windows are but the metaphorical as well.
due on
These three women represent just a little of the diversity in our pews.
Nov. 18th. Send to
Different experiences in life, in worship, in community. That is true across the
board. We First Churchers have been raised Presbyterian and Baptist and Cathcommunications@fpcgermantown.org olic and evangelical and CME and Episcopalian and none and everything else.
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(From the Pastor continued from page 1)

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship, study
and enjoy friendships at The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities in abundance.
In addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities, visit
www.fpcgermantown.org and
click on Special Events web pages
for more information.

___________________________
To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.

Windows is a publication of
The First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown.
For questions regarding the
information published here
or to submit content,
please call the church office
at 215-843-8811 or email:
communications@fpcgermantown.org
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Rev. Rebecca Segers
Carolyn Tarver
Jim Thompson
F. Anthony Thurman

We like classical music and gospel and pop and country and jazz and hiphop and everything else. We want to raise our hands in holy praise during
church and we don’t. We want to be quiet and contemplative in worship
and we don’t. We want to clap and shout in worship and we don’t. We
want to sit through and enjoy the postlude and we don’t. Sometimes it
feels like facing the wind to “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, (bear) with one another in love, making every effort to maintain
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:2-3)
Yet this is what we are called to do; who we are called to be. Not
just to allow one another to feel differently about the music they like, the
way they want to praise God, but to sacrificially support each other, so
that all are fed. To give generously of our own gifts and to receive bounteously the gifts of others. May we strive ever more fully to be the Beloved Community that exemplifies the reign of Christ – in heaven and
right here on Chelten Avenue in Germantown.
- Rev. Rebecca Segers

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
Many of you have had the opportunity to meet
and work with our Communications Manager,
Cherese Akers. This month we highlight her background, knowledge, and many talents she brings
to First Church. Cherese A. Akers was born and
raised in the Mt. Airy section of Philadelphia, a
community she knows and loves. Cherese is the
mother of two daughters, 11 years old and 14
months. Before her transition into this newly developed role here at FPCG, Cherese worked in
Academics at Drexel University College of Medicine and Salus University. Here at FPCG Cherese is responsible for handling all communications inside and outside of the church. Her major
undertakings are the bulletin and newsletter. She is tasked with raising
the profile of the church within the community.
Cherese holds a degree in Behavioral Health and Human Services and is
certified in Social & Human Services. Cherese is deeply committed and
active in the community. She is the Founder of a non-profit mentoring
program in Mt. Airy called We Heard You which is geared toward
young males. She proudly serves as the Vice-President for Pleasant Playgrounds’ Advisory Council and was recently appointed a 3-year term on
the Board of Directors for East Mt. Airy Neighbors (EMAN). Cherese’s
ability to effectively communicate the needs of those she serves rest on
her desires to connect the dots enabling her to effectively communicate
those needs.
Her passion toward helping other has led her to provide hundreds of
hours in her community including outreach, facilitating groups, advocating for violence, mental health and pregnancy & infant loss awareness,
identifying resources for various client populations, and so much more.
In September 2019 her first non-fiction book, Stillbirth But I Still
Birthed was published. The book shares her journey of delivering her
first child, stillborn and how she overcame this tragic life event. She is a
firm believer that through tragedy your life can still be purposeful, happy, and triumphant.
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3rd Sunday Prepares to Plant
October’s 3rd Sunday gathering focused on Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 and the call to work for
stability in the midst of change. We heard about the people of Israel in exile, and then
Annie Kotto shared about her own experiences of change and growth. Small groups then
had the opportunity to respond to questions that dealt with change in their own lives.
Our activity was painting small pots
that will eventually be planted with
herb and flower seeds at a future
3rd Sunday.
The point was that change takes time,
and the process of dealing with change
is a process. You may view the beautiful creations made by our participants
along the windowsills in Longstreth
that overlook Vernon Park.
The theme of change and dealing with it will continue in on Sunday, November 17th after worship as we
study Ruth 1:15-18. Please join us and enjoy a unique opportunity to share lives and stories with someone
you might not otherwise talk to.

Welcome, New Members!

Clerk of Session Bob Seed and Rev. Rebecca Segers lead a liturgy of thanksgiving for new members Ida Wiggins,
Roberta Robinson, Ian Cameron, and Rena Cameron.
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Total November Birthday’s =15

An update from the Dambmans
For more than 40 years, Carl and Noreen Dambman have devoted their
lives to the world-wide ministry of Cru (known in some areas as the
Campus Crusade for Christ). The September Challenge Offering was our
opportunity to support once again the work of the Dambmans and Cru.
Always most grateful for the prayers and financial support they receive
from First Church, as the Dambmans have so often written us, here is
their latest update.
Dear Ministry Partners and Friends-Noreen and I finished our 12th year serving in the role of shepherd at the International Sports Leadership
School (ISLS} in South Africa. We were there for the last 7 weeks of the 12 week school. In July and beginning of August we had to be in Colorado for Cru19 staff conference and Carl was in Peru for AIA chaplaincy
training during the Pan American Games.
This year we had 20 students from 17 countries. Many of the students have wounds from childhood. Some
of the African and Asian students have a family history that involves witch craft and the occult. Some have
had no father or a negative experience with their father. Many have experienced abuse. Noreen and I are
there, sometimes as the Mom or Dad that they never had. Speaking into their life the love of the Father and
sharing with them who they are in God’s eyes is key. Gratefully through technology we can stay connected
to many of the over 250 students (ISLS 2008-2019) from nearly 100 countries via WhatsApp, Telegram,
Skype, and Facebook.
Please pray for them as they make disciples in and through sport in their countries.
In His grip,
Carl
Susan (Mills Farrington) and Vaughn MacDonald would like to thank everyone who
joined them on October 12th in the celebration of their marriage. It made the day very
special for them and their families and it wouldn't have been the same without you.
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YOUTH NEWS
FPCG Confirmation Classes For the parents/grandparents/guardians of any and all youth in 6th through 9th
grades, who have yet to confirm their baptism within our congregation, our confirmation program will begin
in the month of January. An orientation meeting describing the program and what it entails will be held on
December 22nd after worship.
Johnsonburg Camp for High School and Middle School Youth
All young people 9th through 12th grade are invited to a weekend retreat on November 22-24, 2019 at Johnsonburg Camp in New Jersey. The cost of the weekend is $30/participant (financial assistance is available
where cost would prohibit participation). Come join Christian Heyer-Rivera, Andrea Overton and other senior high students for this fun and faith filled weekend. Contact Christian Heyer-Rivera for more information
and to sign up.
On December 6-8, 2019 Middle Schoolers will be headed up to Johnsonburg Camp for their weekend away.
Cost is $30/participant (with financial assistance available). Look to the December Windows and Christian
Heyer-Rivera for more detailed information.
Continuing our Windows section called the Good News Youth Corner, this section
will be devoted to lifting up some of the great things that our young people are experiencing and accomplishing. Any parent or member is welcome to share some good
news big or small about one of our young people who participate in our community
and ministry. Email Cherese Akers at communications@fpcgermantown.org. When
you see the following persons, give them a big congrats for the following:


Henry Hunsicker joined Scout Troop 1 in Oreland, PA. He’s attended his first backpacking
trip October 18-19 in Northwest New Jersey. Congrats to Henry and don’t forget to ask Henry
about his trip!
Zady and Evy Hasse are dancing in an annual Nutcracker performance featuring dancers from Wissahickon Dance Academy and the Donetsk Ballet. This year Zady
will be dancing the role of “Clara”, and Evy will be dancing on pointe in the Nutcracker for
the first time. Ticket information can be found here: https://ibexchange.ticketleap.com/


We had a great time at Cherry Crest Adventure Farm last month!
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Thanksgiving Baskets

Miller. Garry is a retired contractor and GACM supporter. He is offering his gifts to FPCG/GACM and
will be available to be on site during components of
the renovation. We’ve requested the work begin in
mid-December following GACM’s busy holiday
season and finish by mid-January. Stay tuned!

GACM plans to serve 200 families holiday baskets
that contain everything needed for a traditional turkey dinner. Baskets are provided for those for
whom purchasing a holiday meal would be a hardship. Crisis Ministry clients are asked to show identification and to document family size and income.
While serving our NW Philadelphia neighbors we
don’t want to miss an opportunity to be a source of
help and blessing to those within our church family.
If you know of a church member or friend needing
a basket, speak to your deacon or see Eileen Jones
or Randy Clever.

Donations

In addition to financial gifts, GACM is a great place
to donate tangible items that you want to get into
the hands of those having a need. If you or a company you know has something to give that will help us
help others, notify the GACM office know. Last fall
Threadwell, a gift boutique in Chestnut Hill gave
GACM hundreds of hats. Those warm skull caps
could be seen throughout Germantown and even
back in our office. Most recently, we received a donation of Bombas Socks. The Bombas Company
understands the value
of socks and has committed to give a pair for
each pair sold. To date
that’s 26,650,218 in
donations. GACM received 250 pairs to give
away. That’s 500 feet
that will be warmer because of this donation.

Special Thanksgiving Food Collection
Sunday November 17

Let’s cover the Chancel steps with items to fill
Thanksgiving baskets and jump start the collection
of hearty soups and other goods requested during
the winter. In addition to dry and canned goods,
bring your fresh or frozen turkey, roasting chicken
or turkey breast.

Volunteer Opportunity

You are needed to pack and distribute baskets
on Friday, 11/ 18 and Monday, 11/ 21
The Food Cupboard
renovation is moving
forward with support
from the Property
Committee and leadership by Chair, Marc
DiNardo and GACM
representative Garry

Stay tuned for a date for the GACM Winter
Warmth Drive. This give away event will be an
expansion of our annual coat drive. Hold on to your
gently used winter coats, blankets and other warm
items. We’ll let you know the date to bring in your
donations. GACM donations are tax deductible.

Philadelphia Interfaith Hospitality Network -- PIHN Fall Hosting Session
Thank you to everyone who supported the fall PIHN hosting session. We were host to three families including a father and his two children. On Sun. Oct 27 our 13 guests moved on to the next congregation. Before
leaving they expressed gratitude for the good food and hospitality received here. While at FPCG, two families had Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA) interviews. The interview is one of the final steps before receiving subsidized housing-- their own home! However, acquiring a home is not enough to overcome homelessness. PIHN will continue to provide the families resources and support. This approach is highly effective
as “92% of PIHN families succeed in permanently overcoming homelessness.” philashelter.org.
Mark your calendar
November 20, 2019
4:00 - 8:30pm
Empty Bowl Dinner at United Lutheran Seminary
This is the 21st annual Empty Bowl Dinner and PIHN's largest fundraiser. Proceeds support the important work of this non-traditional shelter system. Flyers are available on the literature table at FPCG.
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__________________ FROM THE CHOIR LOFT __________________
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director
Congratulations Sara!
Sara Carter Blanford, my colleague in music ministry and director of our Gospel Choir,
was awarded an honorary doctor of Sacred Music Degree by Wayland Baptist Theological Seminary. The degree was conferred on October 15th during the Seminary's Fall
Convocation and Investiture at Richmond's First Baptist Church in Richmond, Va.
McLean Memorial Organ Centennial Concert Series
We are flinging wide our doors and inviting the public to join us
in celebrating the Centennial Anniversary of our McLean Memorial Organ, the largest church organ in Philadelphia. When it was
dedicated on April 27, 1919, it was the second largest organ, after
the Wanamaker, in the City. The organ was a gift by Mrs. William L. (Sarah) McLean in
memory of her son Warden, an American soldier who died during World War I. The organ contains nearly 7,000 individual pipes of both wood and metal ranging in size from a
pencil to a telephone pole. The first two events are on Sundays at 4 p.m.
Nov. 10
Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza with Clara Gerdes
This free program is designed from students in grades 3-8 and will include a demonstration of the McLean Memorial Organ by Clara Gerdes, a graduate of the Curtis Institute
of Music and winner of the AGO/Quimby Mid-Atlantic Regional Competition for
Young Organists. Students will receive instruction about the history of the organ, a tour
of the pipe chambers with Emery Brothers, the curators of our organ, and some time at
the organ console. A pizza dinner for students and their families will be served in Longstreth. For more information or to participate, please call the church office at 215-8438811 or e-mail music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com. This program is co-sponsored by the
American Guild of Organists. Generous support is provided by Emery Brothers, the Organ Historical Society, and Pizza Hut.
Nov. 17 Wings with Peter Krasinski
Peter Krasinski, winner of the AGO National Competition in Organ Improvisation, will
provide improvised organ accompaniment for the 1927 silent film Wings. Starring Clara
Bow, Charles "Buddy" Rogers and Richard Arlen, the Academy Award winning WWI
movie was produced by Lucien Hubbard, directed by William A. Wellman, and released
by Paramount Pictures.
Major funding for this series is provided by members and friends of
First Church. Additional support is provided by the American Guild
of Organists, and the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts, a state agency funded by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the National
Endowment for the Arts, a federal agency.
Organ Repairs
First Church has been awarded a grant from Partners for Sacred Places to support repairs
and restoration of the McLean Memorial Organ. This grant will be used in the Pedal division of the Gallery organ and will include repairing leaks in the 100-year-old windchests
and replacing 50-year-old note and stop actions that are failing. In addition, we anticipate
the completion of the re-actioning of the East Chancel organ in early 2020. This work, too,
will be supported by the grant along with earnings from the McLean Organ Endowment.
(Music News cont. on page 8)
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Messiah Concert
Save the date! The Germantown Oratorio Choir & Orchestra will present our annual Messiah concert on Sunday, December 1, at 3 p.m. Rehearsals are on Tuesdays from 7-9 p.m. beginning on October 29. For more information or to participate, please call the church office at 215-843-8811 or e-mail music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com. This concert is made possible by generous gifts
from members and friends of First Church. Additional support is provided by the
City of Philadelphia Office of Arts, Culture, and the Creative Economy.

Music News (continued from Page 7)

Thank You
I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to more than 50 members and friends of First Church who attended
my organ recital at Longwood Gardens on October 13. The outpouring of love and support was overwhelming. Special thanks to Gloria Bethea and the Mission and Outreach Committee for organizing the field trip
for our church. Together, we enjoyed a great afternoon of fellowship, music, and God’s marvelous creation
manifest in the outstanding sanctuary of Longwood. First Church is the best!
On Sunday October 13, 2019, over
200 guests including 51 members
and friends of FPCG, attended a
beautiful organ recital in the ballroom at the music conservatory in
Longwood Gardens featuring
FPCG’s very own Music Director, F.
Anthony Thurman.
The program included hearing the
sounds of Promenade in G major, A
Cinema Serenade featuring Gabriel’s
Oboe from The Mission 1986, When
You Wish Upon A Star from Pinocchio 1940, and the New Commonwealth from the 49th Parallel 1942.
Members and friends of FPCG supporting F.Anthony Thurman
Also included in the program was
May the Road Rise to Meet You which included the following Irish Folk songs arrangements, Danny Boy,
Star of County Down, and the Last Rose of Summer. The final performance was Symphony in F Minor Op
42 No.5 which highlighted Adagio and Toccata. Tony received a well-deserved standing ovation for his excellent performance.
An added incentive to this beautiful event was enjoying the recital with Pastor Randy and Donna Bremer.
Elder Randy Rosensteel also deserves recognition for his assistance to Tony throughout the recital. Our gratitude is extended to Gloria Bethea and all those
responsible for making this event a great success.
Our FPCG family in attendance and those not
able to attend are proud and honored by the performance and we are looking forward to future
events by F. Anthony Thurman. Thank you Tony
for Blessing us with your great talent.
- Carolyn Tarver
“F. Anthony Thurman delivers elegant and passionate performances characterized by sensitive
phrasing, beautifully shaped melodic lines, and
steady rhythmic energy.” -Longwood Gardens
On Saturday, October 26th Tony Thurman, Joe Leube, Rev. Rebecca Segers attended the partners for sacred
places workshop on playing and preserving historic organs at the Tindley Temple United Methodist Church.
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NOVEMBER CHALLENGE OFFERING
RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Act & Engage (A&E) is a new initiative at
November's Challenge
FPCG that offers the opportunity to wrestle with imOffering will be dediportant issues as followers of Christ: to listen, to
cated to Rise Against
learn, to engage from a Christian perspective, and
Hunger (formerly Stop
then to decide how, if at all, Jesus is calling us
Hunger Now). Since
to act in response.
1998, Rise Against
Our first topic is Criminal Justice. The choice
Hunger has been driven
was motivated by a letter and an article published in
by the vision of a world
the prison newsletter sent to us from our own Mauwithout hunger. Their mission is to end hunger in
rice Horne, who is a child of this church, and currently in South Woods State Prison. We will hold our our lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid
to the world’s most vulnerable and creating a global
first official gathering on the topic on Sunday, Nocommitment to mobilize the necessary resource.
vember 24th immediately following worship.
Over 820 million people go to bed hungry every
Meanwhile, we will prepare for that gathernight. RAH’s work is recognizing that ending huning by reading the book Just Mercy by Bryan Steger is more than just feeding people, which led RAH
venson. Mr. Stevenson is the executive director of
to focus its feeding programs in areas where we can
the Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama, and a professor of law at New York Universi- have a real impact and expand its hunger-fighting
programs beyond meal packaging and distribution.
ty Law School. His book was a New York Times
Since 2016, the friends and families of FPCG has
bestseller; it is a powerful memoir that shares both
risen to the occasion by participating in meal packthe struggles he has had working to free scores of
ing events that has packed over 40,000 meals!! On
people from wrongful or excessive punishment, and
the hope for and possibility of systemic change. The Monday, January 20, 2020, the First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown continues our commitment
Washington Post writes, “Stevenson is not only a
to ending hunger with our 4th meal packing event.
great lawyer, he’s also a gifted writer and storyteller.” You can pick up the book after worship on Sun- Hunger doesn't have to exist. Let's end it together!
day, October 27th for $8.00 and join Rev. Rebecca to
discuss it on Sunday, November 17th in the Finney
November 23rd Men’s Breakfast
th
Room at noon or Tuesday, November 19 at 5:00
On Saturday, November 23rd
p.m. Both Maurice’s letter and the newsletter article
from 8:30a-11a, men of all ages
he provided us with will be available at those Book
are invited to share a breakfast
Discussions or for anyone who requests them in adtogether and listen and learn
vance of the first A&E gathering.
from Anthony Ohemeng about
On Sunday, November 24th immediately folhis ministry as Resident Coordilowing worship, we will meet to discuss the topic of
nator at the United Nations.
Criminal Justice, honing in even more on a specific
Anthony describes himself as
population and how they are affected. In this month
passionate about world peace and Africa’s social,
that celebrates Veterans Day, we will be looking at
cultural, political and economic development. A free
those who are both veterans and imprisoned – and
will offering will be collected for this unique opporsome of the issues that are often particular, but not
tunity to hear about Anthony and his global work.
limited to that subset, that is those suffering with
mental illness and/or PTSD. We will have speakers
2020 Calendar Sale to Benefit the Deacon
that we hope will include vets, Veterans AdministraAfter a three year hiatus, the Deation officials, and/or mental health specialists.
cons will be selling 2020 Calendars
The Bible tells us in Psalm 102:19a-20, “The
featuring photography by Heidi
Lord looked at the earth to hear the groans of the
Mercado-Littles. Calendars are $15
prisoners, to set free those who were doomed
and will be available in time for
to die.” Won’t you join us in this time of considering
Christmas. You can see a sample
the prisoner, hearing his/her groans, and prayerfully
and place your order during Coffee
pondering how we might support in Christian love
Hour through Sunday, November 24, 2019. Thank
those who feel doomed?
you for supporting the work of the Deacons.

Let’s Act & Engage at the Table!

In Other News (cont. on Page 10)
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In Other News (continued from Page 9)

These flowers are from former Music Director Russell Patterson to Anna Reimann. The
text on the card reads: Dear Anna, I often
think of the many times we spent going to
concerts together. Because of you I was able
to go to the NEW YORK MET! You have
been a wonderful friend for so many years.
Love, Russell

Most of the FPCG celebrants who gathered
at Anna Reimann's 100th Birthday (front
row, l to r) Anna, Grace Moragne, Nancy
Smith (back row, l to r) Rev. Rebecca
Segers, Vera Harrison, Ruby Camarena (not
pictured) Wes and Ann Reisse, Randy
Rosensteel.

THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN
_________________
35 West Chelten Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
215-843-8811
www.fpcgermantown.org
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