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Items for the September 

issue of Windows are 
due on  

August 19th.   Send to  
communica-

tions@fpcgermantown.org 

 

From the Pastor 

by Rev. Rebecca Segers 
 

Summer is a time of possibility at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. I find this fasci-

nating and amazing. While it is not necessarily the case 

for all churches, in most I have encountered, summer 

is a fallow time. A time when activities stop, and there 

are fewer people sitting in the pews on any given Sun-

day. The pastor may go on vacation, and certainly the worshipers do. The Sunday 

School classrooms are quiet and there is nothing for children, except perhaps a 

week-long Vacation Bible Camp. Youth Group too goes on hiatus, except for pos-

sibly a Youth “Mission Trip,” the language used by many in our tradition. But not 

at First Pres! 

We are currently gearing up for Freedom School, which will have begun by 

the time this newsletter goes to print. Our auditoriums, classrooms, and hallways 

will be filled with the shouts and sounds of 55-60 young people, laughing and 

learning for seven glorious weeks. Sunday School and Youth Group at First 

Church continue during the summertime, both acknowledging and welcoming the 

multitude of students within our walls in the daytime Monday through Friday. As a 

matter of fact, Freedom School participants have been known to become part of 

our youth community, moving seamlessly from the morning activities into the 

evening ones, through the support and guidance of Christian Heyer-Rivera and 

others in leadership in Christian Ed. We also have a Beach Day, a Camping Trip, 

and an afternoon picking fruit in the works as fun fellowship activities so keep 

your eyes and ears tuned, if those are things you would like to be a part of. Addi-

tionally, we are sponsoring another Service Trip to Puerto Rico, sending folks to 

work again with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) in Añasco, this time to 

help the rebuilding effort in the community, now that the work on the church 

there is completed. 

The most important aspect of all of this activity, however, is the spirit with 

which it is done. I am reminded of Proverbs 4:23, “Above all, guard your heart, 

for all you do flows from it.” (NIV) As I watch and support and lead and learn 

from you, the people of First Church, I am so grateful that together we “let all that 

(we) do be done in love.” (1 Corinthians 16:14 NRSV) When we keep this guid-

ance at the forefront, truly the possibilities – for the summer, and the season be-

yond – are endless. I look forward to leaning into them with you, and to bringing 

glory to God now and into the future. 

Rev. Rebecca Segers 
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Windows is a publication of  
The First Presbyterian 
Church in Germantown.  
For questions regarding the 
information published here 
or to submit content, 
please call the church office 
at 215-843-8811 or email: 
communica-
tions@fpcgermantown.org 

Contributors: 
Cherese Akers 
Sara C. Blanford 
Christian Heyer-Rivera 
Eileen Jones 
Joseph J. Leube, Jr.  
Heidi Mercado-Littles 
Rev. Kevin Porter 
Rev. Rebecca Segers 
F. Anthony Thurman 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, study 

and enjoy friendships at The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 

There are service, outreach and fel-

lowship opportunities in abundance.  

In addition to weekly and monthly 

scheduled services and activities, visit 

www.fpcgermantown.org and 

click on Special Events web pages 

for more information.  

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.com 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

(cont. on page 3) 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION AS OF April 30, 2019 

 

Contribution to Date $130,542      Budget to Date $124,542 

      Actual Expenses $294,675      Budget to Date $255,412 

 

For the first four months of 2019 your contributions received are slightly 

ahead of budget.  Expenses are running higher than budgeted.  This is 

due to administration expenses such as printing, insurance and our Pres-

bytery Assessment; we are billed once a year for our assessment and 

twice a year for our insurance.  Also property expenses are higher than 

budgeted; this is due primarily to heating and maintenance.  Some of 

these expenses do not arise evenly during the year.  As we progress 

through the year we should be in line with our budget.  For example our 

heating expenses will not occur again until the fall of 2019. To date you 

have been very diligent in keeping up your pledge which is very much 

appreciated.  Please try and keep up your pledge; even when some of us 

are away the church continues to operate.  We are very grateful for your 

commitment to our programs at First Church.  

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown will be kicking off 

its Stewardship/Discipleship campaign in the coming months and is giv-

ing a heads up to the congregation as we build excitement. There are lots 

of places and ways you can give your money in this world, but we think 

that there is something special about First Pres that makes it worth your 

attention: who we are and what we do is unique – the mission and minis-

try of FPCG transforms lives. This is our theme this year, as we reflect on 

how our church has been Transforming Lives since 1809 and how it can 

and will continue to do so into the future.  

We lift people’s spirits through worship and music, we help build 

and sustain community through Freedom School, the Germantown Ave-

nue Crisis Ministry, the work of Christian formation and education, we 

nurture one another in times of joy and times of challenge through pasto-

ral care, visitation, and prayer, and so much more. In short, what we do is 

distinctive and irreplaceable, and your time, your abilities, and your fi-

nancial support are what make it all possible.  
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Finance Update (continued from Page 2) 

Daniel Conner will be our Discipleship Chairperson, Jim Thompson will be reinvigorating our 1809 

Legacy Society, and they along with Rev. Rebecca Segers will be heading to the PC(USA)/Board of Pensions 

Kaleidoscope Conference in late September/early October to bring back more tools and excitement as we 

look to the future together. If you would like to be a part of either of these initiatives (Discipleship or Legacy 

Society), please let Rev. Rebecca know and she will be sure to keep you informed about team meetings and 

events. Or if you have an FPCG story that you would be willing to tell, please let her know that too, as we 

will be sharing those stories in new and different ways in the upcoming Discipleship season. 
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YOUTH NEWS 
Continuing our Windows section called the Good News Youth Cor-

ner, this section will be devoted to lifting up some of the great things 

that our young people are experiencing and accomplishing.  Any 

parent or member is welcome to share some good news big or small 

about one of our young people who participate in our community 

and ministry. Email Christian Heyer-Rivera at christianahey-

er@yahoo.com, or text him at (267) 972-5662.  When you see the 

following persons, give them a big congrats for the following: 

 
Thanks to all who have participated with baked goods for cof-

fee hour. If you are willing to host refreshments for coffee 

hour, please sign up on the clipboard by the kitchen 

passthrough. Here are a few things to remember:  

 Please provide enough for at least 70 people. 

 All that is needed is fruit, pastries, or cookies.  

 Please arrive by 9:00am to set-up in order to be able to at-

tend 10:00 am worship service.  

 A CDFC member will make the coffee and will be availa-

ble to assist with setting up and cleaning up following cof-

fee hour.   

 The coffee condiments, tea, and juice are supplied by our 

CDFC.  

At the Congregational Development Fellowship Committee Annual end of year luncheon, Delores Solomon 

received a Certificate of Appreciation for her efforts and contributions throughout the year from the CDFC. 

Congratulations Delores and thank you for your continued support!  

mailto:christianaheyer@yahoo.com
mailto:christianaheyer@yahoo.com
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The First Pres Staff gathered at the St. Raphaela Center in Haverford to 
dream and plan for the FPCG 2019-2020 program season. Rev. Rebec-

ca Segers, Rev. Kevin Porter, Christian Heyer-Rivera, Eileen Jones, 
Tony Thurman, Heidi Mercado-Littles, and Cherese Akers enjoyed the 
beautiful building and grounds, meal service, and hospitality of the Sis-

ters of St. Raphaela, while also working and worshiping together.  

Rebecca had asked each member of the team to think about and share the 
movie s/he had watched the most times in her/his life, the book that has been 

the most compelling, and the song s/he is listening to most often right now. 
Our staff has such diversity, as does our congregation, and the idea was to 
share in ways that would draw us into deeper community with one another, 

as well as help to connect us and support our work with the varied people 
we serve. As a result, it is our hope that the offerings we discussed and plan 
to develop will speak to you in new and vibrant ways. We will be continuing 

our signature programs like the Messiah and spring concerts, while adding 
the chance to see a Silent Movie with an expert organist playing the sound-
track extemporaneously. Third Sundays will return, the first one planned by 

our Triennium attendees, so that we may share just a little in the experience 
they encountered. Anthony “Tony” Ohemeng has been asked to share some 
of his experience at the UN – he’s currently serving in Mauritania – at a 

Men’s Breakfast in November, the exact date TBD, and another Women’s 
Retreat is in the works for the spring 2020. We have received a letter and 

article from Maurice Horne that we will be sharing with the congregation, along with programming that in-
cludes a book discussion, and panel of people working in the criminal justice system, for those who would 

like to take a deeper dive into that issue, and envision how FPCG might be called to respond. Rebecca will 
lead an Advent Study on Tuesday evenings for four weeks in that season, to help us prepare for Christ’s com-
ing. These are just a few of the exciting opportunities 

for us to grow in faith. In short, whether you are inter-
ested in worship, fellowship, social justice, Bible study 
and Christian formation, or some other aspect of being 

church together, there will definitely be something to 
help you explore and deepen your spiritual life. 
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  __________________    FROM THE CHOIR LOFT    __________________ 
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director 

 

(cont. on page 7) 

McLean Memorial Pipe Organ Centennial Concert Series 

Psalm 150 calls us to “Praise God in his sanctuary . . .praise God with strings and organs.” For 100 years, the 
voice of our McLean Memorial Pipe organ has led our faithful congregation in worship each week. In 2019-
2020, a series of concerts will commemorate the centennial of our extraordinary instrument and enable us to 
share it with our community and the City of Philadelphia at large. All events will be at 4 p.m.  

Save these dates! 

November 10 

Pedals, Pipes, and Pizza will be offered in cooperation with the Philadelphia Chapter 
of the American Guild of Organists (AGO) and will feature Clara Gerdes, First Place 
Winner of the AGO/Quimby Mid-Atlantic Regional Competition for Young Organists. 
This partial-day interactive event introduces children and youth to the pipe organ. A 
pizza dinner for all participants will be served at the end of the afternoon. 

January 19 

Marvin Mills and the Philadelphia Brass will present a concert of works for organ and 
brass. In observance of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday weekend, the program will 
include an organ solo by James Lee 
III, Ascend the Mountain: A Walk with 
Dr. King, which was inspired by 
King’s “I’ve Been to the Mountain-
top” sermon. Mills is a favorite son of 
Philadelphia and has enjoyed a long 
association with our church. 

November 17 

Wings, a 1927 American silent film set during the First World War, will be screened. It 
won the first Academy Award for Best Picture in 1929. Accompaniment will be pro-
vided by Peter Krasinski, a Boston-area organist specializing in silent movies and First 
Place Winner of the AGO National Competition in Organ Improvisation. 

April 26 

Canadian organist Ken Cowan will offer a solo recital. One of North America’s finest 
concert organists, the Curtis Institute of Music graduate is praised for his dazzling art-
istry, impeccable technique, and imaginative programming. Cowan is associate profes-
sor and head of the organ program at Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music in 
Houston. 
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(Music News, cont. from page 6) 

The organ was a gift by Mrs. William L. (Sarah) McLean in memory of her son Warden who died in World 
War I. When the McLean Memorial Pipe Organ was dedicated on April 27, 1919, it was the second largest 
organ, after the Wanamaker, in the City of Philadelphia. Built by the Austin Organ Company (Hartford, 
Conn.) as Opus 732, it was rebuilt by Austin as Opus 732R in 1964 and renovated and enlarged by R.A. Col-
by in 1999. The organ is especially interesting because of its orchestral design, which includes a String Or-
gan division, one of the first of its kind ever to be built for a church organ. With nearly 7,000 pipes and 32 
digital voices, it is the largest church organ in Philadelphia today and one of the largest pipe organs in the 
Delaware Valley. 

 

Summer Music 

Over the summer months, there will be opportunities for vocal soloists and ensembles as well as instrumen-
talists to offer their gifts in worship. To participate, please e-mail music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com or call 
the church office, 215-843-8811. 

 

Fall Choir Schedule 

Our singing and handbell choirs will return to their regular schedules in the fall. Rehearsal schedules will be 
included in the September issue of Windows. 

The twenty combined voices of the FPCG Gospel Choir and Grace Baptist Church Chancel Choir presented a 
concert on Sunday afternoon, June 23, in our Sanctuary. The performance was directed by Sara C. Blanford 
and was attended by an audience of 130 members, friends, and guests of First Church. We extend our heart-
felt thanks to all of the musicians who participated and to the donors, whose financial support made this con-
cert possible. If you missed the concert or would like to enjoy it again, the Internet livestream can be found 
online at www.fpcgermantown.org/gospel-2019. 

http://www.fpcgermantown.org/gospel-2019
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 MESSAGE FROM THE DEACONS 

The Deacons started sending birthday cards to every member of our congregation. Deacons John Orandosh 

and Carolyn Tarver have spearheaded this effort, and now there’s a way you can contribute as well, in addi-

tion to adding your well-wishing notes in the cards when you see them at coffee hours. If you receive greet-

ing cards in the mail from various charities, please consider donating them to the Deacons. The Deacons 

would also welcome cards purchased for this purpose if you feel called to do so. Thank You.  

Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry will close for client 
services during the month of August. We hope to have 
some major renovations take place during this closure. 
GACM should reopen for full service after Labor Day!  

Make certain you check in with the ministry on 
Thursdays if you like some of the freshly harvested 
vegetables from our community partners at Mastery 
Charter School, Pickett Campus. 

On behalf of the Religious Leaders Council of Philadelphia, Rev. Kevin Porter presented the Zones 
of Peace award and banner to PIHN Board President Michael Serverson at their Annual Meeting on 

Wednesday, June 26, 2019. 

Each Thursday Einstein Medical Center, A Better 
Start Program, provides nutrition education in-
cluding taste testing, menu and recipes to our 
Food Cupboard clients.  
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Freedom school news 

 FREEDOM SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 

One of the ways we hold down the cost of the 7 

week summer program is to host this annual 

fundraiser at the Jenkintown Applebee's. Each 

Freedom School family is expected to sell 10 

tickets and we also request support from our 

FPCG family. Join us Saturday, July 20th for a 

delicious breakfast. Tickets 

will be available for pur-

chase during coffee hour 

on 6/30, 7/7, and 7/14. 

Please see Eileen Jones or 

Contina Lundy.  

Freedom School 2019 began on June 24. We have 52 energetic elementary school aged children enrolled in 
the program. In addition to our staff of 7, our five Servant Leader Interns are the mentors who work directly 
with the children, called scholars. We welcome to our SLI team two new Servant Leaders, Christopher Bow-
man and Kai Burton.  

Christopher Bowman is a 26 year old Math Teacher at the Warren G. Har-

ding Middle School. When he is not in a classroom setting, he is either 

working as a football position coach at Martin Luther King Jr. High School 

or creating art in a musical or aesthetic way. Chris graduated from Claflin 

University with a Bachelors degree and plans to pursue a Masters Degree.   

 

 

 

 

 

Kai Burton is a child of First Church! She is the granddaughter of Larry 

and Joanne Elliott. Her mother, Leslie, was a staff member of our first sum-

mer day camp program. As youth group participants, her parents Leslie and 

Tyrone Burton met and married here. Now all grown up, Kai will share her 

many gifts with Freedom School. Kai attends college at Wesleyan Universi-

ty in Middletown, Connecticut. She enjoys rowing and doing homework. 

Kai also participates in the Women of Color Collective and Student-

Athletes of Color Association. This fall she will spend three months of study 

in Cuba. Kai is very excited to spend this summer in her community before 

leaving for the rest of the year!   

We look forward to seeing everyone on Sunday August 4th for Freedom School Sunday when the scholars of 
the program will participate in worship. Our closing program will be held Wednesday, August 7 at 7PM. We 
also encourage and appreciate your support of our Annual Fundraiser at Applebees in Jenkintown on Sat July 
20, 8-10AM  
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