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Items for the July
issue of Windows are
due on
July 17th. Send to
communications@fpcgermantown.org

As anyone who knows me knows, I carry a
water bottle with me everywhere. Part of this is good
Presbyterian frugality – why should I pay for water
twice: at home and then in a grocery store or deli –
and part of this is about health – many years ago I
was convinced that drinking lots of water is good for
me – and part of this is about care for the earth – attempting to be mindful of
waste and minimize mine. I’ve been thinking a lot lately about this last one.
In Genesis 1:27-28, we read “God created humankind in his image, in
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. God
blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of
the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’” It’s the “filling
the earth and subduing it” part that I wrestle with. Somehow I don’t think that
what God was saying was to cover the planet with plastic waste until it dies.
The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown purchased balloons many
years ago to pass out at community fairs. They’re a great way to make kids happy and to give our church a visible presence all over the event rather than just at
a booth in a singular location. This last Mount Airy Day, however, the Praise
and Evangelism heard an impassioned plea during the planning discussion, and
I got an impassioned email after the request for volunteers, not to give away
balloons any longer. Both were gracious, and acknowledged the above positive
results, while also raising the serious environmental issues. The committee
wrestled long and hard and decided to use the rest of what we have, but purchase no more.
Since then, I have read about plastic being found at the bottom of the
Mariana Trench, the deepest part of the ocean – and in 100% of the bellies of
the sea creatures who dwell within them. Alan Jamieson, a marine biologist at
Newcastle University and lead researcher on the study that discovered these
facts, says when people hear this they respond in two ways: initially with horror
and then with relief that plastic is better on the bottom of the ocean than in
landfills in our communities. This thinking is unproductive, because those little
amphipods (small shrimp-like creatures) on the sea floor whose hindguts are
filled with plastic are in turn eaten by larger and larger fish going up the food
chain until ultimately they are served on our tables. If we struggle to care about
the bottom of the ocean, perhaps we might consider what’s going into our own
bodies.
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(cont. on page 2)

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship, study
and enjoy friendships at The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities in abundance.
In addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities, visit
our Special Events web pages for
more information.

From the Pastor (continued from Page 1)
I believe the bottom line is that we need to figure out better
and more sustainable ways to live, for our earth and for ourselves. I
am delighted to have been invited to be part of the Fossil Free PCUSA
delegation to Puerto Rico this summer to learn more about environmental issues, and how to integrate our human ecologies with those of
the land we inhabit. Rev. José González-Colón and Michelle MuñizVega are organizing site visits to an agroecological farm, the El Yunque National Forest, and more, engaging in worship, prayer, and action to make a positive difference in Puerto Rico, but also to bring
home.
In the meanwhile, I ask that you prayerfully consider your
commitment to the stewardship of the beautiful earth that God created,
and how we might act as God’s children and the members of FPCG,
who live upon it. Definitely to be continued…
- Rev. Rebecca Segers

The Last 3rd
Sunday of the
Season

___________________________
To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.
___________________________

Intergenerational
Interactive Bible
Study

Windows is a publication of
The First Presbyterian Church
in Germantown. For questions regarding the information published here or to
submit content, please call the
church office at 215-843-8811
or email:
fpcgwindows@gmail.com.

In October 2018, the Christian Education Team decided to do something new:
every 3rd Sunday of the month immediately following worship, we
would hold an Interactive Intergenerational Bible Study with the objective of learning a little more about God and one another across generational lines. We’ve averaged between 25 and 45 people for each gathering and have had some amazing interactions in the course of the
months we’ve met.

Contributors:
Cherese Akers
Sara C. Blanford
Christian Heyer-Rivera
Leah Hood
Eileen Jones
Contina Lundy
Alison Seed
Rev. Rebecca Segers
F. Anthony Thurman

Lois van Eerden, who retired from Reading Buddies this year,
expressed a delight getting to know some of the younger folks in our
congregation. At one of our gatherings, Chris Scott expressed the desire to have even more time to share because the conversation was so
rich. This last 3rd Sunday, we focused on Jesus welcoming a little child
as the disciples argued about who was greatest. We had the chance to
both talk about what it means to be great, and how we might welcome
one another more fully.
Many thanks to Sheila Heyer-Rivera, Annie Kotto, and Andrea
Overton for their faithful work on and support of this special time
we’ve had together. Everyone who attended even just one 3rd Sunday
event was blessed by having been a part of it!
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Presbytery Gathering a
Rousing Success!
The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown hosted the Presbytery of Philadelphia on Tuesday, May 21, 2019. The
gathering included 3 pre-presbytery
workshops, the meeting itself, hospitality
before and a delicious meal afterward.
The whole event was a stellar example
of what we can do as a community
working together. Kudos to Elder Gloria
Bethea and her team for making sure
that everything went as smoothly as possible: everything from parking available on the street and
at GLEC as well as our own lots to the set up inside the
building to volunteer support was extremely well done.
Many thanks to Dani Howard and her team for preparing
and presenting a home-cooked meal that was so good
people came back for seconds and even thirds! Much
gratitude to each and every person who donated their time
and talents so that we could show to rest of our Presbyterian sisters and brothers in Christ the incredible community that is FPCG in a very real and personal way. Thank
you all!
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YOUTH NEWS

Triennium update:

The official numbers are in and First Church has 7 youth (Zaria Cuffee, Tiffany and Trinity Daniels, Jasmine Greene, Emanuel Heyer-Rivera, Danielle Ohemeng, and Joshua Overton) and two adult leaders
(Christian Heyer-Rivera and Andrea Overton) going to Purdue University’s campus for Triennium. With
two months before actually leaving, we have nearly met our goal of raising $2250 to make this experience
possible for our group.
We still have a few opportunities through odd jobs
people have signed up for Triennium participants to
complete, so we will definitely make our goal by the
end of June. Thank you to everyone who gave generously to each of these efforts! The experience we
have given our young people will be incredible.
Now join us in prayer that God will prepare their
hearts and minds for transformation.

The fundraising breakdowns are as follows:
Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper: $150
Mt. Airy Day: $125
Mother’s Day Flower Sale: $200
Individual sponsorship: $1435

GOOD NEWS YOUTH CORNER

Continuing our Windows section called the Good News Youth Corner, this section will be devoted to lifting
up some of the great things that our young people are experiencing and accomplishing. Any parent or member is welcome to share some good news big or small about one of our young people who participate in our
community and ministry. Email Christian Heyer-Rivera at christianaheyer@yahoo.com, or text him at
2679725662. When you see the following persons, give them a big congrats for the following:
Mimi Ohemeng is graduating from elementary school from William
Penn Charter School. Congrats Mimi!


Amir and Angel Staten are both graduating from the 8th grade with
honors. Angel attends Lingelbach Elementary and Amir attends Germantown Friends School. Congrats to you both on your hard work!


Senior high youth group members Amir Wylie and Tiffany Daniels
will be graduating high school this year. Amir graduates from Mastery
Charter School and Tiffany graduated from Saul Highschool. Well
done to the both and God bless you in your future plans.


Joshua Overton graduates 8th grade from Houston. Way to go and
congrats Joshua!


Kristina Ohemeng returned home on May 31st after a semester abroad in Senegal. We
thank God for keeping her safe and for all that she experienced and learned while there. Ask
her about her time away. Kristina will start her senior year at Columbia University in the fall.




Elisa Heyer-Rivera will be completing musical theatre camp with a final performance on
the evening of June 4th on the campus of The Philadelphia School for Circus Arts. Ask her
about her performance and see if she might sing for you a few bars of the
songs she will be performing.
Siena William’s Reading Olympics team won a first place blue ribbon in a city-wide
competition. Congrats Siena!!
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Profile From The Pews
This month we profile Leah Hood. Leah is married to Drew and they
have two children, Emery and Soren. They also have a housemate
named Erica, 2 cats (Beef and Boots), a puppy (Luna), and at any
given time lots of friends and neighbors. Leah says their home is full
of life and energy, and usually plenty of snacks. Leah moved to the
neighborhood during graduate school at Eastern University in 2004
where she received her MS in International Economic Development.
Leah and her family have been at First Pres for about 12 years. When
asked, “what is it about First Pres that keeps you coming back?,” she
stated that “we love the commitment to the neighborhood, the diversity, and the programming for children. All of our family lives far
away, so in a very real sense, First
Pres is our family. Our faith community helps make our life work!”
Leah has participated in a number of things at the church, but the
most meaningful to her is how the young families’ group is her lifeline and
support system. She loves seeing how her boys have a deep connection to
their faith and church because of the community they have through the
youth group. Seeing people that have been a part of her children's lives and
have watched them grow up is so meaningful to her. Leah expressed how
First Pres is such a unique and special place where she’s seen her family
deepen their faith practices as well as their interpersonal connection as a
church family over the last few years. She believes that by faithfully following the nudging of the Spirit, they have all the ingredients to help make
Germantown the thriving, vibrant, just and equitable community; and imagining what that could look like really excites her.
Much of Leah’s perspective and understanding of life and ministry
was formed when she lived in the inner city and worked for a church in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic in the early 2000's. During this time Leah learned to "swim" in the deep waters of a social justice ministry.
Leah’s spirit is filled by doing work in the Community.
When Leah and Drew bought their home on W. Duval St
in 2011, they wanted to live out their commitment to faith
-informed community development. She feels their local
public school is where everything in the neighborhood
comes together- both the strengths and the challenges.
Over the last 5 years, Leah expressed that it has been a
gift for their family to be part of the Lingelbach community. Together with neighbors, she has helped some really
amazing things come to life. Just this past month the library was reopened at Lingelbach and they are on track
for a new schoolyard/playground next year!
What you may or may not have known about Leah is that she loves to garden. Maybe it is in her Wisconsin roots, she says, but it is very restorative and meditative to be in nature, participating in the process of
growing things. Most summer days you can find Leah with dirt under her fingernails in the backyard.
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FPCG In The Community
Rev. Rebecca Segers has been
spending time at Lingelbach Elementary School these past several weeks, leading a Drama Club
for 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders. Their
time together culminated in a 20minute play “A Tree Called Aesop!” that was performed twice
on Friday, May 17th for the K-5th
graders as well as friends and
family.
It was a wonderful experience,
ending with a wonderful performance day, as written by a parent afterward, “This experience went beyond theater! It brought people out of
their shells, it challenged, it exposed...we don't know the depth of their experience, but I know beyond a shadow of a doubt this experience made a difference. This experience brought hope. It brought change. It challenged. Your willingness to keep coming back, but not just keep showing up but to keep challenging and
pushing...it was more than line memorization or being able to take direction; you showed them what hard
work and dedication can do. So thank you for that! Thank you, thank you, thank you!”
Rebecca was so blessed by the Lingelbach community, and is excited to have been invited back for a
reprise of the program in the fall. If you are interested in supporting her work there, or are already doing
something in the Germantown area that you would like to lift up in future editions of Windows, please let
Cherese Akers know at communications@fpcgermantown.org. Let’s share how we are connected with and
committed to our local community!

Mt. Airy Day 2019
Once the rain cleared, it was a great day to be out in the community! We gave out balloons,
guests had the opportunity to have their face or hand painted and purchase waters.

A special thank you to Robert & Alison Seed, Christian, Sheila, Emanuel, Elisa Heyer-Rivera, Klaas Hoekema, Susan MillsFarrington, Jason, Siena, & Sol Williams, and David Cassie for volunteering to work the FPCG table.
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On May 3rd, students from William Penn
Charter School concluded their 4th service
learning Food Insecurity Project at GACM.
This last day's focus was hands on service.
The students love to work! Most fun was
had by the team that created a planter now
located outside the Ministry entrance. The
young people enjoyed drilling the drain
holes, working the soil and determining the
plant layout. They have left us a sign of
welcome and beauty for all to enjoy!

Thank you to everyone who participated and supported the Walk Against Hunger!!!
It’s almost here!!!
Freedom School 2019 begins June 24th.
Scholars will be in the building for seven
weeks, Mon-Fri 7:30am-6pm. It is true,
many hands make light work. If you are
available, we could use your help. In addition to ideas for activities or services
you’d like to offer, volunteers are needed
as for the following:

Kitchen Assistance – Meal prep and service breakfast, lunch and snack
Hall monitors – Welcome parents,
guests and scholars
Bible Study Assistance – Support Bible
study teacher and students during class
For more information call the church office, 215-843-8811 or talk to Christian
Heyer-Rivera, Contina Lundy or Eileen
Jones.
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(Music News, cont. from page 8)

Upcoming Concerts at FPCG

Keystone State Boychoir
Join us at our Grad Concert
Sunday, June 9 | 5:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
35 W Chelten Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19144
Keystone State Boychoir would love for you
to join us for our annual grad concert. Tickets
range from $15-$40 per person and will be
available online at www.cychoirs.org, or you
can stop by the Commonwealth Youthchoirs
offices in FPCG, Tuesday - Friday, 9:30 am 5:00 pm.
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THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN
_________________
35 West Chelten Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
215-843-8811
www.fpcgermantown.org
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