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On January 1, I watched the Netflix
special, “Springsteen on Broadway.” While I
confess feeling very lucky to have seen The
Boss during his “Born in the USA” tour in
the mid-90’s, I am nevertheless more of a
dilettante than a true fan when it comes to
his music. However, it was the perfect show
with which to start 2019. Bruce centers his
whole performance around three elements:
faith, family, and community. Then he adds a heaping helping of forgiveness and grace. These seemed messages tailor-made for entering a
new year and a new season in the life of the church.
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown is a very special
place. I have told you all on many occasions how I feel called to this
community of faith more deeply than I have ever felt called anywhere
before. After worship on Advent 4, Christmas Eve, and the First Sunday in Christmas, I felt so incredibly blessed to greet each of you as
you passed me on your way into fellowship with one another. It is hard
to believe that I have been here for less than a year, when I feel like I
know each of you as a unique individual, a precious child of God.

Because it is the nature of life, I know that 2019 will bring all of
us joys and challenges alike. I am grateful for your trust in me and the
From the Choir Loft..11 opportunity to serve Jesus Christ alongside you. I look forward to being with you as we celebrate and mourn together through whatever
3rd Sunday…………....12 comes next. Through it all, I know we will be supported by one another and the Holy Spirit, for “from his fullness, we have all received
grace upon grace.” (John 1:16) The grace that we have received and are
Items for the February
blessed to be able to share is with us always—in our faith, in our famiissue of Windows are due on
lies, and in our community. I’m excited to see where God is leading us
January 15. Send to
in 2019—and beyond!
fpcgwindows@gmail.com.

Pew Profile……………..10

- Rev. Rebecca Segers
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Making Emojis
It was Kelsi Scott Lundy’s idea. About a year ago Kelsi said
“Let’s make emoji cookies.” We tried. Just combining food
coloring to make black frosting was a challenge. But I liked
her idea and spent some time watching YouTube videos and
ordering black food coloring. Last weekend we invited the
children and young people from church and gave it a try.
JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship,
study and enjoy friendships at The
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown. There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities
in abundance. In addition to
weekly and monthly scheduled
services and activities, visit our
Special Events web pages for
more information.

If you come to Coffee Hour on January 6, 2019, you can
sample our fancy emoji cookies. Manny Heyer-Rivera timed
the cookies and made sure none of them burned. Micah, Nathan and Aria Ahn, Emory Hood, Sienna and Sol Williams,
Elisa Heyer-Rivera, Danielle and Mimi Ohemeng, Jasmine
Greene and of course Kelsi Lundy, were the master decorators. They rolled the dough, outlined the cookies and
brought them to life with all of the emoji faces we know
and love.
- Lois Bethea

___________________________
To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.org
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.
___________________________

Windows is a publication of
The First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown. For questions regarding the information published here or to submit content,
please call the church office at
215-843-8811
or
email:
fpcgwindows@gmail.com.

Learning piping skills is important!

Everyone had the
chance to make
yummy cookies to
share at Coffee
Hour on January 6.

Contributors:
Christian Heyer-Rivera
Eileen Jones
Contina Lundy
Lois Nafziger-Bethea
Bob Seed
Rev. Rebecca Segers
Jim Thompson
F. Anthony Thurman

Continued on page 3
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More Emoji Making Photos

January Birthdays!

Krista Hoekema-Boerman
January 1
Abi Kendrick

January 2

Matthew Reisse
Dieter Littles

January 5
January 6

Garth Herrick

January 8

Christopher Thompson January 8
Andrew Hood

January 9

Annie Kotto-Ohemeng
January 9
Elizabeth Camerson

January 11

John Orandosh

January 15

Jeremy Jones

January 16

Kevin Patterson

January 16

J. Randall Rosensteel January 16
Peter Thompson

January 16

Jessie Coleman

January 17

Chloe Lagunsad

January 17

Christian Heyer-Rivera
January 18
Klaas Hoekema-Boerman
January 19
Carl Spurlock

January 22

Peter Miller

January 23

Jen Hasse

January 24

Lawrence Elliott

January 26
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December Session Highlights


Our Stewardship campaign is over,
but our gratitude never ends. We have so
much to be thankful for!
As we enter 2019, the gratitudefueled generosity of our First Pres family is
just beginning. Our community has a renewed commitment to offering our time, talents, and treasure. Our newest update is 70
pledges in, totaling almost $275,000, well on
the way to our $360,000 goal. This financial
support ensures that the vibrant ministries
of First Pres continue to love and serve our
neighbors and invite us into God's presence.
And as many of you witnessed during our
commitment Sunday, the youth are energized and eager to follow through on their
pledges too! If you have not yet turned in
your commitment to the mission and ministry of FPGC, please insert your commitment
into the box on the literature table, or place
it in Bookkeeper Cindy Osborne’s inbox in
the church office.









Thank you to all who have offered
your generous gifts of time, talent, and
treasure to the Lord through the mission
and ministry of FPCG.





Our Transforming Values
As a community of faith, we pledge to be:


Transformed by Gratitude



A Possibilities People



Aware of Abundance



Honest & Open



Co-operative & Collaborative
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Bob and Sherry Archer have requested a
letter of transfer to their new church
home, Hillside Presbyterian Church in Decatur, Georgia.
Session approved the request for baptism
of Winter Love Jones, daughter of David
and Tara (Payne) Jones. The baptism will
take place on Sunday, December 30th during the regular order of worship.
With regret the Session accepted the resignation of Maddy Valentine as Clerk of
Session. Thanks Maddy for your selfless
service to Session!
Bob Seed was elected to serve as Clerk of
Session beginning in January 2019. Bob
will continue to serve as a Ruling Elder
while fulfilling the Clerk’s duties.
Andrea Overton will be assuming the
chair of the Christian Education Committee.
The Christmas Eve service will be held at
7:00 pm following an organ recital at
6:30pm.
The Lord’s Supper will be served on Sunday, January 6, 2019.
The women’s retreat is scheduled for
March 2, 2019.
All are invited to a pizza dinner and movie Friday evening December 21st. “Elf”
will be shown.

January Challenge Offering

Healing the Children, Greater Philadelphia
Ethiopia is a large country in Sub-Saharan Africa with a population of over 100 million people.
There are at most 30 ENT doctors, 30 Anesthesiologists, and no Audiologists for the entire population. Since 2009, Healing the Children, Greater Philadelphia has been traveling to Ethiopia twice a
year to provide clinical care for children in need and to provide education. We take care of patients
in partnership with Ethiopian ENT and Anesthesiology physicians and trainees. We care for patients
at Cure Ethiopia, a mission hospital run by the US-based foundation Cure International and local
government hospitals. Cure primarily cares for children with orthopedic deformities, burns and cleft
lip and palate deformities. We teach Ethiopian students and residents and mentor Ethiopian young
physicians who are starting their careers. Our audiology team provides hearing exams and hearing
aids to children with hearing impairment who otherwise would not have access to this type of care.
I have been blessed to be part of this ongoing mission work since its inception.
—Elizabeth T. Drum, MD.

2019 Challenge Offerings
The Mission & Outreach Committee has selected its Challenge Offering Recipients for
2019—the list is below, but expect more information on each during the month they are the
chosen awardee. See the article above for details on January’s Challenge Offering beneficiary.
January—Healing Children, Greater Philadelphia
February—First Presbyterian Church in Germantown Deacons
March—SHE Academy
April—One Great Hour of Sharing
May—Beacon Arts Ministry
June—Friends of Vernon Park
July—Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission
August—PAR-Recycle Works
September—Athletes in Action
October—Presbyterian Peace and Justice
November—Rise Against Hunger
December—Presbyterian Joy Offering
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Praising Jesus Christ for and through our Christmas Festival!
We want to praise God and thank all our volunteers for making our annual Christmas Festival a
huge success. While one might think that rainy
weather on Saturday, December 15th would have
damped our Festival, God saw fit to bless us with a
larger than average attendance of our community
celebration of Christ’s birth! Neighbors came out en
mass to help us build gingerbread houses, create ornaments and Christmas cards, as well as color Christmas-themed pages sharing portions of the Christmas
story. Participants created wreaths as Christmas music filled the air. Outside we imagined what it would
have been like in the manger with Jesus, Mary and
Joseph with our nativity with live animals. Santa visited and took a seat in our Finney Room to pose for
pictures with children, families, and adults alike. We
were fed by our own Congregational Development
and Fellowship Committee who served a delicious
meal with a choice of soups (chicken and wild rice or
tomato bisque) and grilled cheese sandwiches. To
conclude our time together, a handful of our youth
group children put on a fun play in which reporters
gathered information to share the news of the coming of our Lord. The play was followed up by Rev. Rebecca performing a Shepherd’s monologue written by
Don Carlin, which told the story of Christmas from
the perspective of a pastoral eyewitness. The church
was filled with hours of laughter, love, faith, creativity
and music, all in joyous celebration of the birth of
Jesus Christ, Emmanuel: “God with us.”
Each year we rely upon so many of our members to faithfully play a part in the preparation, implementation, and clean up for this event. This year
was no exception. For fear of omitting a name of any
volunteer, we will say one big THANK YOU that includes each of you: from the craft tables, to the meal,
to the Santa picture taking station, the youth and
leadership of the play, the Manatawna 4H club with
live animals, to the sextons for prep and clean up.
This event reminds us of how necessary each member of the Body of Christ is to offer such a God honoring experience to our members, friends, and neighbors. Please consider joining the team for the Easter
Festival, and together let us thank God for the incredible gift of life and community given in Christ’s coming and the relationship God has granted to us
through him by faith!

Christmas Festival Fun Photos
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More
Christmas
Festival
Fun Photos!
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Women’s Retreat Save the Date

A Little More

Date: Saturday, March 2, 2019

Christmas Festival

Time: 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

Fun!

Place: Cranaleith Spiritual Center,
13475 Proctor Road, Philadelphia
Cost: $30.00
Registration deposit of $10.00 by Sunday,
January 13, 2019 will reserve your spot! Gloria
Bethea is taking registrations at the CD table during
coffee hour.

A Letter from Maurice and Stevie Horne

Searching for Happiness, Part 8
The book series
study continues on Sunday, January 6th immediately following worship
and on Tuesday evening,
January 8th at 5:00 p.m.,

in the Finney Room with
Rev. Rebecca Segers.
This month’s topic
is Chapter 8: “Contented People Express Gratitude.” This is such an important message as we
enter a new year and a new season in the life of
FPCG. Please join Pastor Rebecca as we talk
about how gratitude informs and blesses our
lives.
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ATHLETES IN ACTION UPDATES
Last month a Thanksgiving greeting from Carl and Noreen Dambman was printed. Recently we received the following
Christmas update.
JOY TO THE WORLD THE LORD HAS COME
Christmas Greetings from the Pacific Northwest –
We are so encouraged to see a little glimpse of what God is doing! During the Soccer World Cup in Russia this summer, sport ministry teams used that opportunity to host many events to open doors and build relationships in the sport
world. This resulted in opportunities for disciple making teams in 42 news locations! There are more than 600 sport
ministry disciple making teams active now in Eurasia! AIA Russia celebrated 25 years is sport ministry conferences in
May
Carl traveled to Asia for the Winter Olympics in Korea and the Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia for chaplaincy ministry.

Carl continues to travel a lot and still enjoys it. His role as a mentor to the Eurasian sport ministry team ans the ISLS
grads is made easier with modern technology (Skype, WhatsApp, Facebook, etc.). Please pray for us as we serve the
sports leaders who are serving across the globe in their churches, communities and countries.
As we celebrate the birth and life of our lord, we want you to know how much we appreciate your prayers, encouragement, and financial support. We are so thankful for you.
We wish you a Joy filled Christmas and Blessed New Year,
Inside our card was handwritten:
Dear 1st Germantown Church –
Thank you for your support all these years. We appreciate including us in the Challenge Offering.
In His Love,
Carl & Noreen Dambman

carlia@hotmail.com

www.athletesinsction.org

Coats, Book Bags, Gifts—the Spirit of
Christmas in action at the Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry.
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Profile from the Pews:

New Member Brittany Jones
A native of Pittsburgh with a family
heritage in South Jersey, Brittany is a second
year law student at Temple University
Beasley School of Law. On graduation in
2020 she looks forward to entering the field
of banking and financial services regulation.
At Temple, Brittany is active in a leadership
role both locally and at the regional level
with the Temple Black Law Students Association.
Brittany explains that she was raised
on BBC television and all things British and
remembers being interested in public affairs
since she was in elementary school. Brittany
attended The College of William and Mary
in Williamsburg, VA, where she majored in
government and Middle Eastern studies and
took four years of Arabic. A college internship in Philadelphia at the Council on American-Islamic Relations led to her interest in a
career in law. While at William and Mary,
Brittany was also a member of the college’s
women’s crew team.

Pittsburgh Steelers fan despite the rest of
her family (with their South Jersey roots)
cheering for the Eagles.

Like many members of First Pres/
Germantown, Brittany was raised in the
Baptist church. Growing up, her family
was active at Mt. Horran Baptist Church in
Pittsburgh, where she was active with the
church’s sharing and caring ministry. Brittany lives in Germantown and has been
attending our church regularly since she
discovered us in May of 2018. Having
been away from a formal worship experience for a number of years, she welcomes
the opportunity for a faith anchor in her
life. Her decision to join was made easier,
she says, by the open and welcoming nature of our congregation.

After college graduation, Brittany
moved back to Pittsburgh. There she worked
with non-profits (including the Campaign for
What Works and as a board member of
Neighbors United Wilkinsburg) as well as
political campaigns (including those for
Governor Tom Wolfe and Hillary Clinton).
During football season, she is proud to be a

When you see Brittany in church or
coffee hour, be sure to say hello.
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__________________ FROM THE CHOIR LOFT __________________
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director
Thank you
We extend our gratitude to all of our singing and ringing choirs, their directors, and soloists
for the extra special music they presented during Advent and Christmas. To the Children’s
Choir, Voices in Bronze Handbell Choir, Gospel Choir, Chancel Choir, and Oratorio Choir: Thank
you!
Messiah Concert
The Germantown Oratorio Choir & Orchestra performed Handel’s Messiah on Sunday, December 2, for an audience of more than 200 listeners and more than 350 viewers (to date) of
the Internet livestream video. The concert recording is available to online at
www.fpcgermantown.org/Messiah-2018.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to all those who made this concert possible: the sponsors,
program book advertisers, and friends of music donors; and especially the soloists, instrumentalists, and choir who rehearsed this extraordinary and difficult music for two months.
Bravi tutti!
Brahms Festival Concert
The Germantown Oratorio Choir & Orchestra will present a Brahms Festival Concert on Sunday, March 17, at 4 p.m. Rehearsals begin on Tuesday, January 8, from 7-9 p.m. in the Sanctuary. The program will feature the music of Brahms, Robert and Clara Schumann in recognition
of Clara Schumann’s bicentennial. For more information or to participate, call the church
office at 212-843-8811 or e-mail music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com.
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2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium
The Presbytery of Philadelphia’s Triennium Planning Team wants to make our
trip to the Presbyterian Youth Triennium,
our denominations national gathering of
young people, possible for every high
school-age youth in our presbytery! To
that end, we invite individuals and congregations to be part of our first Triennium Fundraiser—a Silent Auction that will
lower the cost per capita for each
attendee. Donated items will be available for bidding at the February 9, 2019
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery at
Olney.

What could you donate?


















The registration fee is $555 per youth.
Let’s show our kids that we support this
important step in their spiritual and faith
journeys by raising as much as we can
through this Presbytery-wide project!




Vacation property
Autographed sports memorabilia
Tickets to a show or sporting event
A day at the Philadelphia Zoo or other area
attraction for which you are a member
A vehicle or boat
Photography services
Graphic design services or business cards
A gift card to your restaurant or shop
Living will services or other simple legal
documents
Entertainment for a party or event
Tutoring services for a computer program
Hours of handy-person time
Artwork or a handmade craft (such as a
quilt)
Baking services or a specialty cake
Oil change and tune-up at your garage
Garden consulting
Snow removal/lawn care services
Personal Income Tax services

Donation form available on next page or online: https://presbyphl.org/youth-triennium-silentauction-form/
More info on the July 16-20, 2019 Youth Triennium: https://presbyphl.org/presbyterian-youthtriennium
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2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium
Submission Form
Submissions are due by 1/18/19

Item Title: __________________________________________________
From Church: ______________________________________________
Value: ______________________________________________________
Item Description:

How will you get the item to the winner?

How will you get the item to the Silent Auction?

□

I will submit a photo with this form (great choice!)

□

I will bring it to Carmel Presbyterian Church in Glenside by 2/1/19 (also a great choice!)

□

I will bring it directly to the Presbytery meeting at Olney Presbyterian Church on 2/9 (We’ll still take it!

Please be mindful that we will need set-up time that morning. Thanks!)

Electronic submissions can be completed on the Presbytery website https://presbyphl.org/youth-trienniumsilent-auction-form
Email submission forms to: pastorash80@gmail.com
Mail submission forms to: Carmel Presbyterian Church, 100 Edge Hill Road, Glenside, PA 19038 c/o Pastor
Ashley Rossi
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JANUARY 3RD SUNDAY COMING SOON
December’s Third Sunday focus was on Mary and Elizabeth
and their surprise pregnancies—we talked about the surprises in
our lives and shared stories from our childhoods or of babies/
children in our families. We made Christmas cards with handmade
prints of stars, cradles, Christmas trees, and other symbols of the
season.
January’s focus is on the boy who gave up his lunch to Jesus,
who then fed thousands with it. We will start with sharing a few
munchies of our own and
then go on to share stories
as well. Be sure to join us
in the Longstreth Auditorium after worship on Sunday, January 20th!

THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN
_________ ________
35 West Chelten Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
215-843-8811
Www.fpcgermantown.org
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