
1 

Items for the December  
issue of Windows are due on  

December 15.   Send to  
fpcgwindows@gmail.com. 

 

From the Pastor 
    by Rev. Rebecca Segers 

 

“The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; those who lived in 
 a land of  deep darkness—on them light 
 has shined.” -  Isaiah 9:2 

 This passage is part of  our Advent 
DNA—it has been interpreted to foretell 
the birth of  Jesus and to accompany us as 
we journey toward the celebration of  the 
Incarnation on Christmas day. George Frie-

dric Handel even used it as one of  the texts in his famous “Messiah.” 
When we read it as Christians, we are reminded that while the world 
might sometimes be a dark and scary place, God has come in human 
form to light the way for us. 

The Advent season is a time of  expectation and waiting for the 
Light to come, for the celebration of  the birth of  Emmanuel—“God 
with us.” One of  the traditional ways that we remind ourselves of  this 
journey is with the lighting of  the Advent candles each Sunday as we 
open worship, each one in succession until we light them all along with 
the Christ candle on Christmas Eve. This year, we will begin worship 
in darkness, a contemplative space to hear the Prelude, the Welcome 
and Announcements, and the Choral Introit. Then as the liturgy is 
read and the candle(s) is/are lit, the lights will come up in the sanctu-
ary, as an additional signifier that the “light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5) 

May this very literal reminder support you this Advent season, 
no matter where you are on your faith journey. Whether you feel deep-
ly connected or in despair or somewhere in between, may you feel the 
God’s presence come shining upon you, lighting the path, guiding your 
feet, and may we all be brought into the land of  light as we travel into 
the future together. 
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Windows is a publication of  

The First Presbyterian Church 
in Germantown.  For ques-
tions regarding the infor-
mation published here or to 
submit content, please call 
the church office at 215-843-
8811 or email: 
fpcgwindows@gmail.com. 

Contributors: 
Christian Heyer-Rivera 
Leah Hood 
Eileen Jones 
Contina Lundy 
Lois Nafziger-Bethea 
Hope Primas 
Bob Seed 
Rev. Rebecca Segers 
F. Anthony Thurman 
Ted Walkenhorst 

 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

Sundays at 10 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, 

study and enjoy friendships at The 

First Presbyterian Church in Ger-

mantown.  There are service, out-

reach and fellowship opportunities 

in abundance.  In addition to 

weekly and monthly scheduled 

services and activities, visit our 

Special Events web pages for 

more information. 

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.org 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

Continued on page 3

THIRD SUNDAY CONTINUES TO INSPIRE 

 Third Sunday in November was about Jesus’ visit to Martha 

and Mary, and their differing reactions to it. Martha was busy serving 

Jesus, while Mary sat and listened to him. When the former com-

plained about needing her sister’s help, Jesus told her that she was 

distracted by many things, while 

Mary had chosen the better part. 

We discussed the ways that we, 

too, can be distracted from fol-

lowing Jesus and how to stay 

mindful of God’s presence 

throughout the day. We then 

made decorative jars of dried 

soup—Chicken Noodle or Spicy 

Black Bean—to take with us and 

prepare at home or give away, as  

reminders of the ways in which 

God feeds us, both literally and 

metaphorically.  We had a won-

derful time inter-

Participants gather in groups to discuss the questions about Mary and Martha, as 

well as the challenges in their own lives. 

Everyone had the chance to make a yummy jar of soup to 

prepare at home or to give to someone you love. 
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December Birthdays! 

Alfred Knup December 04 

Susan Mills Farrington 

 December 06  

Lechelle Garnett December 12  

Ingrid Harris December 13 

Tara Payne-Jones December 13  

Florence Smith December 13  

Jasmine Greene December 14 

Victoria Solomon December 14  

Kadeem Carter December 16  

Chris Scott, Jr. December 17 

Eugene Gardenhire December 18 

Contina Lundy December 23 

Betty King December 27 

Bernetta Washington 

 December 28 

Sincere Apologies to: 

Gamal Helmy November 26 

Happy belated birthday, Gamal! 

The mission of The First Presbyterian 
Church in Germantown is to reflect 
the loving presence of Christ in Ger-
mantown as we serve others faithful-
ly, worship God joyfully and share 
life together in a diverse and gener-

ous community. 

acting across generational lines and getting to know one another 

more fully. 

 Next month’s Third Sunday event will focus on the im-

pending birth of Jesus and the meeting of Elizabeth and Mary—

their excitement and trepidation as their lives are about to be 

changed forever! Was there a baby that transformed your life? A 

child born to you or your family, fostered or adopted, or that 

came into your world in some other wonderful and unexpected 

way? Maybe that child was you!  

 The Third Sunday team invites you to bring in a baby pic-

ture to share on 

Sunday, December 

16th, during our 

time together after 

worship. We’ll talk 

about the joys and 

challenges of  our 

lives, and afterward 

participate in a sur-

prise activity that 

will support your 

Christmas season. 

 See you on 

the Third Sunday in 

the Longstreth Audi-

torium after wor-

We gather to fill jars with dried beans or noodles 

and spices to make a decorative gift to keep or give 

away. 

Third Sunday—cont. from page 2 

 
You’re Invited to the 

2nd Annual CE-Sponsored 

Dinner & a Movie 

Friday, December 21, 2018 

6:30 p.m. Pizza in the Longstreth Auditorium 

7:15 p.m. “Elf” in the Jennings Room 
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STAFF APPRECIATION  

CHRISTMAS GIFT 

Christmas is a time we can show our appreciation to our staff for all they 

do during the year as they serve our congregation and community.  Most 

of us have experienced the “extra” each of these staff members put into 

their job.  Staff Appreciation Christmas Gifts will be given to Kevin, Ei-

leen, Tony, Christian, Heidi, Sara, Joan, Cindy, Terry, Whaley, Robert and Tanieya just prior to the 

holiday. 

You can share in these appreciation gifts by mailing your contribution (checks made out to The First 

Presbyterian Church in Germantown) to the Personnel Committee, The First Presbyterian Church in 

Germantown, 35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144 or by placing the check in the mail-

box by the church office.  There will also be opportunities to make a contribution during the Sunday 

coffee hours on December 2, December 9 and December 16.  Please be generous.  Thank you.  Ingrid 

Harris and Ted Walkenhorst, Co-chairs, Personnel Committee 

Get all your holiday gifts while raising funds 

for Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry!  Get 

the gifts you want to give and raise funds 

for GACM at the same time with the holi-

day gift guide. 

GACM Introduces NeighborBucks 

Buy gift cards (NeighborBucks) at face value from over 750 top brands and find something for 

everyone on your list, from the techies in your life to the adventure seekers to the DIY-ers. 

Whether you buy the gift cards to give as presents or use them to buy your gifts, your order 

immediately raises funds for Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry!  If it's the thought that 

counts, count this one twice. 

Go to www.crisisministry.org to shop the NeighborBucks gift guide. 

Questions about ordering 

through the holiday gift guide? 

Contact GACM’s coordinator,  

Hope Primas @ 

hprimas@crisisministry.org 

http://www.crisisministry.org
file:///C:/Users/Visitor/Documents/HOPE
mailto:hprimas@crisisministry.org
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 Our five week sermon series may be 
complete, but the work of reflecting Trans-
forming Values is just beginning! Please con-
tinue to join us as we seek ways to integrate 
our core values into the life and ministry of 
our church.  
  

 

Our Transforming Values 

 As a community of  faith, we pledge 
to be: 

 Transformed by Gratitude 

 A Possibilities People 

 Aware of  Abundance 

 Honest & Open 

 Co-operative & Collaborative 

 We have so much to be thankful for! 
Our five week series on our Transforming 
Values has come to an end, but the gratitude 
-fueled generosity of our First Pres family is 
just beginning.  

 God is truly at work among us. Our 
community has a renewed commitment to 
offering our time, talents, and treasure. We 
already have over 50 pledges in, totaling al-
most $220,000, well on the way to our 
$330,000 goal. This financial support en-
sures that the vibrant ministries of First 
Pres continue to love and serve our neigh-
bors and invite us into God's presence. And 
as many of you witnessed during our com-
mitment Sunday, the youth are energized 
and eager to follow through on their pledges 
too! If you have not yet turned in your com-
mitment to the mission and ministry of 
FPGC, please use the box on the literature 
table to do so. 

 

 

————————————————————————————————————————— 
The poinsettias in the sanctuary during the Christmas season are in memory and honor of our loved ones. As is our custom, 

these flowers will be delivered after Christmas to the sick and shut-in of our congregation.  Please fill out the form below 

and return it to the church during office hours:  Monday through Friday from 9AM to 1PM if you would like your family 

members’ or friends’ names included in the worship bulletin.  The cost is $15 per line.  Listings will be accepted until Tues-

day, December 18, 2019. 

Poinsettia Order Form 

Your Name______________________________________Number of Poinsettias Ordered______________________ 

In Honor Of / In Memory Of ____________________________________________________                  x $15.00 
                              (circle one)           ____________________________________________________ 
                                                                     ____________________________________________________ 
             ____________________________________________________ 
             ____________________________________________________ Total $_______________ 
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Athletes in Action News 
 Thanksgiving greetings from Carl and Noreen Dambman— 
 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.” 
 

 We would like to thank the Lord for His faithfulness and for you being a part of our ministry in 
partnership of sharing the Good News in the sports world. God continues to confirm Carl’s role as a 
mentor to sports ministry leaders in Eurasia and at the International Sports Leadership School in 
South Africa.  His role as a chaplain at international sports events like the Olympics and World Uni-
versity Games provides interaction with the elite athletes of the world and a chance to model chap-
laincy to younger sports leaders. 
 After 12 weeks in South Africa (and a week in Jakarta, Indonesia), we were glad to see family 
on the east coast and west coast.  Our daughter Elisabeth lives in our home near Seattle and our son 
Stephen and his family (wife Erin, daughter Brooke and son Blake) live about 200 yards from us.  We 
will spend Thanksgiving with our son David and his family (wife Kelli, sons Caleb and Andrew).  
 Carl was in Vancouver, BC Canada helping Athletes In Action and Scripture Union build part-
nerships in western Canada through sport ministry.  In December he plans also to be at the AIA Can-
ada annual summit. Please pray for preparation for chaplaincy training and ministry this winter in Rus-
sia, Moldova, and Ukraine.  The Winter World University Games are in Siberia Russia in March. 
 Thank you for your prayers, support and partnership in global sports ministry. In HIS Grip, 

Carl and Noreen Dambman 
33005 184th Ave. SE  Auburn, WA 98092 

Carl (cell) 253-886-8424  Email: carlaia@hotmail.com 
www.athletesinaction.org  

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever.” 

December Challenge Offering 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING:  

SUPPORTING PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE LEADERS 

During this Christmas and Advent Season, we celebrate leadership; 
past, present and future through support of the Christmas Joy Offer-
ing.  We do so because church leaders greatly impact our lives of 
faith, walking with us down the path to be more like Jesus.  We want 
those church leaders and their families who find themselves grappling 
with a critical financial need to have the resources they need which 
are provided through the Assistance Program of the Board of Pen-
sions.  We also support the offering to help our future leaders in the 
church and world, like those educated at our Presbyterian-related 
schools and colleges equipping communities of color.  Supporting 
these students helps the whole church develop leaders who reflect the 
wideness of God’s intended diversity.   

For those supported through the Christmas Joy Offering, this help is 
truly a gift from above.  May our gifts, and the leaders who receive 
them, point us always to the truth of the one whose birth we cele-
brate, Jesus Christ — the truly perfect gift. 

mailto:carlaia@hotmail.com
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.athletesinaction.org&data=02%7C01%7C%7C4a6a9b8dc854407c3f4708d64ea16bce%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636782852529829126&sdata=79SDT6Gv%2F2AQPut%2Bc0fWY%2FVzAVjcA1cv7Ug5gn15oD


7 

November Session Highlights 

 As Session was scheduled to discuss and ap-

prove the church budget for 2019 Pastor 

Segers opened the meeting with a sincere and 

heartfelt endorsement of the spirit of generosi-

ty. Rebecca encouraged Session to “listen to all 

voices” and to ensure that the approved budg-

et “mirrors who we are and where God calls us 

to be.”   

 Germantown Avenue Crisis Center Director 

Eileen Jones and Board President Reaves West 

updated Session on the Center’s financial situ-

ation and current budget “conundrum.” Even 

with the “very successful” recent Gala event 

GACM must deal with a retiring longtime vol-

unteer treasurer and the possibility of some 

grants not renewing in 2019. Eileen and Reaves 

encouraged FPCG members to partner with 

GACM by considering service on committees 

and the board. Elder Joe Leube thanked Eileen  

and Reaves and said he felt GACM is “ the 

most valuable ministry we provide.”       

 Ruling Elders Marc DiNardo and Bob Seed will 

serve as commissioners to Tuesday’s presby-

tery meeting at the Wallingford church. Pastor 

Segers offered to drive the church van. 

 Christian Education chair Bob Seed reported 

that the committee will be meeting Wednes-

day with Eileen Jones to review the 2018 Free-

dom School year. Bob was pleased to report 

that the women’s retreat is scheduled for 

March 2nd.  Gloria Bethea has a sign up sheet in 

Longstreth after the service.  

 Delores Solomon noted that her committee 

had acknowledged and thanked Cynthia Thom-

 

as for her many years of dedication to the Con-

gregational Development Committee. Delores 

also reminded Session that tickets will be on 

sale after the service in Longstreth for the De-

cember 2nd Christmas dinner.  

 Gloria Bethea advised that the Challenge Offer-

ing for November is Rise Against Hunger. The 

annual food packing event will be held in Janu-

ary on Martin Luther King day. Kudos to Rachel 

Circle of Presbyterian Women (PCUSA) volun-

teers Ernie Freeman, Andrea Overton, and Ire-

ne Overton for their efforts in registering 45 

people for November 6th mid term elections.  

 Personnel Committee chair Ingrid Harris report-

ed that employee salary recommendations for 

2019 will be in line with data from the United 

States Bureau of Labor Statistics. Ingrid told 

Session that sexton Robert Patterson will be 

retiring at the end of 2018. 

 Worship and Music chair Randy Rosensteel re-

ported that the Christmas Eve service will be 

held at 7:00PM on Monday, December 24th. 

 Administration & Finance chair Joe Leube re-

ported that the budget being presented for 

Session discussion and approval was a deficit 

budget. After a spirited discussion the budget 

was passed as presented by a 7-2 vote.    

 Property chair Marc DiNardo reported that a 

meeting was held with architect Mark Thomp-

son who showed concept drawings of modifica-

tions to the Chelten Avenue sanctuary doors to 

improve access and allow glass doors to be in-

stalled, as well as a ramp to provide better ac-

cess to the church from the office walkway. 
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Women’s Retreat Save the Date 

Date: Saturday, March 2, 2018 

Time: 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Place: Cranaleith Spiritual Center, 

13475 Proctor Road, Philadelphia 

Cost: $30.00 

Registration deposit of $10.00 by Sunday,  

January 13, 2019 will reserve your spot! 

Searching for Happiness, Part 7 

 The book series study continues on 

Sunday, December 2nd immediately following 

worship and on Tuesday 

evening, December 4th at 

5:00 p.m., in the Finney 

Room with Rev. Rebecca 

Segers. 

 This month’s topic is 

Chapter 6: “Contented 

People Nurture Relation-

ships.” What better time to 

consider how important re-

lationships are to happiness than the time of 

year we celebrate our God so longing to be in 

relationship with us that He sent His Son to be 

with us in human form? Please join Rev. Rebec-

ca as we share how relationships are the bed-

rock of our faith and our lives.   

Working for Safety at FPCG 

 It seems like every time you turn on the news, there is another shooting—in a school, a church, a 

community gathering place. It is a difficult time in our neighborhood and our country as we look at the ram-

pant gun violence in our midst. FPCG is looking at this issue from two perspectives: how can we assure the 

safety of our people while in the building and how can we make a difference from a systemic perspective 

outside our doors? 

 On the first topic, members of the session have been exploring various  community connections: with 

the 14th precinct, the local Fire Department, and partnering with other churches. We have been gathering 

information about what to do, and how to assure the local agencies have the information they need in case 

of an emergency, as well as the eventual training of our staff and ushers.  

 Furthermore, we are developing a Gun Violence Prevention Task Force to look at ways that we can 

make a difference beyond emergency preparedness, and into systemic change. This group will be looking at 

helpful and hopeful ways to lift up this issue in lament, in worship, and in local activism in the legislative are-

na. The first meeting for people interested in this aspect of addressing gun violence will be on Sunday, De-

cember 16th starting at noon after the Third Sunday event. Please join us in the Finney Room if you are inter-

ested in working toward justice on this topic.  



9 

 Ruel Benain was born in Kingston, Jamaica, 

West Indies and is of  Ethiopian ancestry.  
As a child, he was raised in the Roman 
Catholic Church by his grandmother. Dur-
ing his teenage years, Ruel made the deci-
sion to leave the Catholic Church and 
joined the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. 

 While he lived in Jamaica, Ruel 
worked for the Ministry of  Home Affairs 
and the national water utility.  After mov-
ing to the United States and settling in 
Philadelphia in his mid-20’s, Ruel worked 
building televisions for Zenith in Lans-
dale.  When the plant closed, he began a 
long career as a hospital patient trans-
porter, first for the Hospital of  the Uni-
versity of  Pennsylvania and then for 
Lankenau Hospital. 

 Ruel also has a long resume as a reg-
gae and Jamaican music concert promoter, 
often working with international musical 
and cultural icon Bob Marley as well as 
other popular artists.  In fact, Ruel and 
Bob Marley were friends growing up in 
Jamaica and were members of  the same 
church there.  

 Ruel continued his membership in 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church after 
moving to Philadelphia, but because the 
services were not conducted in English, 
his attendance and interest waned.  After 
moving to Interfaith House (just across 
Chelten Avenue from the church), Ruel 
decided to “check out” our church.  That 
was in the spring of  this year and he has 
been worshiping with us ever since.  He 
says what drew him to our church was the 
preaching and the welcome he received.  
Ruel has an infectious personality.  Look 
for him in coffee hour and introduce 
yourself.  You will be glad you did. 

Profile from the Pews: 

New Member Ruel Benain 

 Invite a friend to church during 

Advent.  There is never a better time to 

invite a friend, neighbor or co-worker to 

church than during Advent, which be-

gins on Sunday, December 2.  On that 

first Sunday in Advent both the Chancel 

Choir and the Gospel Choir will be sing-

ing.  At 4:00 pm that afternoon the Ora-

torio Choir will present Handel’s Messi-

ah.  The annual Advent dinner will fol-

low the concert.  The annual family 

Christmas Festival is always eagerly an-

ticipated.  It will be held this year on 

Saturday, December 15 from 11 am to 2 

pm.  This is another great opportunity to 

introduce your friends and acquaintanc-

es to our church.  Jot a few names down 

now and invite them to join you at FPCG 

for Advent this year.  You (and they) will 

be glad you did! 
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  ______    FROM THE CHOIR LOFT    _______ 
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director 

 

Messiah Concert 

The Germantown Oratorio Choir & Orchestra, under the di-
rection of First Church Music Director F. Anthony Thurman, 
will present a concert of excerpts from Handel's Messiah, an 
oratorio in three parts, on Sunday, December 2, at 4 p.m. So-
loists will include our immensely talented and highly accom-
plished choral section leaders Evelyn Santiago, soprano; Mar-
garet Mezzacappa, mezzo soprano; David Kellett, tenor; and 
Jesse Padgett, baritone. The concert is open to the public. A 
free-will offering is requested. All-church Christmas dinner 
follows. 

Christmas Eve Worship and Organ Recital 

Join us on Monday, December 24, for an organ recital at 6:30 
p.m. and worship following at 7 p.m. Our Gospel and Chancel 
Choirs will lead us in the joyful celebration of the Incarnation 
of our Lord. O come, all ye faithful! 

Spring Concert 

Save the date! The Germantown Oratorio Choir will present a 
Brahms Festival Concert on Sunday, March 17, at 4 p.m. The 
program will include works by Brahms and his close friends, 
Robert and Clara Schumann. Rehearsals will begin on Tues-
day, January 8, from 7-9:00 p.m. For more information or to 
participate, please contact the music director at mu-
sic.fpcgermantown@gmail.com. 

Both our Elementary Youth Group  

and our Middle/High School Youth 

Group participated in what has now 

become an annual shopping trip to 

make Thanksgiving Baskets for 

GACM’s distribution to families in 

our community who can benefit. As 

always, the trip was both a lot of 

fun and doubly worthwhile because 

of its end result—families enjoying 

bounteous feasts for Thanksgiving! 

FPCG Youth Groups Shop 

for Thanksgiving Baskets 

Middle Schoolers have fun while shopping 

for Thanksgiving goodies. 

Elementary School Youth Group draws a crowd as they pre-

pare to deliver Thanksgiving baskets. 

Middle/High School Youth Group loves to offer service—here 

they are on their shopping trip to fill Thanksgiving baskets. 

mailto:music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com
mailto:music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com
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The First 

 Presbyterian Church 

  in Germantown  

Saturday, December 15th 

11:00am- 2:00pm   
Featuring:  

 Build-your-own Gingerbread House 

 Card Making & Ornament decorating 

 Live Nativity with animals from Saul HS 

 Christmas play by the First Pres youth 

 Christmas Carol Sing-Along 

 Pictures with Santa  

 Free Lunch 

 Fun time with Family, friends & neighbors! 

215-843-8811  

A free-will offering will be taken to help support the festival 

Christmas  

Festival 

Join us for our Annual 
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THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

IN GERMANTOWN 

_________    ________ 

35 West Chelten Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-843-8811 

Www.fpcgermantown.org 

FPCG Makes Joyful Noise to the Lord! 

The Chancel, Children’s and Handbell “Voices in 

Bronze” Choirs praise God together in a joint Anthem 

on Christ the King Sunday. 


