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This passage and its three-part exhortation to a faithful life is so familiar to us. The first
part—to do justice—has been on my heart a lot
lately. I am so grateful to have been called to the
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown, a community with a strong
call and commitment to justice throughout its storied history. We
brought reformed worship in the English language to the community.
We developed a Pastoral Aid Society in the late 1800s, a model adopted by many other churches. Through that association, we organized
Sunday schools in two locations that became churches in their own
right. Over ensuing decades, we spread the gospel through outreach to
the Railroad Men of the Penna RR YMCA, the radio ministry “The
Bible Study Hour,” and community involvement that ultimately led to
the creation of the Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry 21 years ago.
I have been praying and pondering what “doing justice” might
look like for us today. Some of you have joined me in attending local
community gatherings around a variety of issues: public safety, traffic,
economic development. There are many other concerns in our area as
well: housing, education, jobs, and more. There is a lot to do and a lot
we can do, but the first step is getting together to talk and listen, consider our gifts and our passions and, eventually, our willingness to
commit to specific actions, perhaps long- and short-term. If this
sounds like something that you’ve been longing to be a part of, please
come share with me and others on Sunday, November 11th following
worship in the Primary Room.
I look forward to discerning together how God is calling FPCG
to fulfill all three of these charges in the present, trusting ultimately in
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christi in the process.
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THIRD SUNDAY CONTINUES TO INSPIRE

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays at 10 a.m.
Everyone is invited to worship,
study and enjoy friendships at The
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown. There are service, outreach and fellowship opportunities
in abundance. In addition to
weekly and monthly scheduled
services and activities, visit our
Special Events web pages for
more information.
___________________________
To learn more, please email
fpcg.germantown@gmail.org
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.

Windows is a publication of
The First Presbyterian Church
in Germantown. For questions regarding the information published here or to
submit content, please call
the church office at 215-8438811
or
email:
fpcgwindows@gmail.com.
Contributors:
Gloria Bethea
Randy Clever
Glenna Hazeltine
Christian Heyer-Rivera
Leah Hood
Eileen Jones
Heidi Mercado-Littles
Lois Nafziger-Bethea
Hope Primas
Chris Scott
Bob Seed
Rev. Rebecca Segers
F. Anthony Thurman

Participants find the blocks where they live, marking them with translucent colored
dots.

This month’s Third Sunday focus was on the story of Abram
and Sarai, as God called them to leave home and family and travel into
a new land and a new life that God had planned for them. We gathered in the Longstreth Auditorium after worship, and remembered our
homes and family backgrounds, locating and marking them tangibly on
maps of Philadelphia and the world. If you were not a part of this activity, we are leaving the maps up, so that you may be included on
them throughout
the month. The color
key and translucent
dots to match it are
hanging next to the
map so that your
family’s story can be
added too.

People of all ages talk about journeys they or their families have taken based on Genesis 12.
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Those of us
in attendance shared
the stories about
journeys we or
Continued on page 3

Third Sunday—cont. from page 2

November Birthdays!

Frank Lundy

November 03

Madeline Valentine November 11
Nancy Smith

November 16

Antonio Littles

November 17

Ruby Camarena

November 20

Serafim Santos

November 20

Daniel Conner

November 26

Frank Lundy II

November 27

Rhonda Highsmith November 29
Pamie Ball

November 30

Carolyn Tarver

November 30

The mission of The First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown is to reflect
the loving presence of Christ in Germantown as we serve others faithfully, worship God joyfully and share
life together in a diverse and generous community.

members of our family have been on, and ended the session considering those who journey not of their own accord, but because
of natural disasters such as hurricanes and earthquakes or unnatural ones such as poverty or war. We left with plastic baggies to
fill with soap, washcloths, BandAids, and the like to be presented
in worship on Sunday, October 28th. They will then be sent
through Church World Services to those who have either lost
their homes or are in transition.
We meet
next month on the
third Sunday, which
is November 18th
from 11:30 a.m.—
12:00 p.m. to encounter the story of
Mary and Martha as
they hosted Jesus in
their home. You
won’t want to miss
this special opportunity to get to
know scripture and
one another more
fully!
Looking at the world map, attendees share stories of
their origins with one another.

Parish Visitor Heidi Mercado-Littles will be in Chile from November 5, 2018-January 19, 2019. For pastoral concerns, call the
church office, or contact your deacon.

Disciples Basketball Program
Our Disciples Basketball program is in full swing again. Practices for youth 15 years of age and younger (6th-8th graders)
are being held in our gymnasium every Sunday at 1:30pm3:00pm, and every Thursday 6:00-7:15pm. If you know any parents who have children who would like to play in a winter league
in Germantown, or if you are interested in helping to coach or
organize team activities, please call Christian Heyer-Rivera at
267-972-5662.
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Travel with FPCG!
It is wonderful to be part of a community that longs to spend time with each other outside our church walls as
well as within them. There are two trips in planning stages and you’re invited to participate. There is more
information on both coming, but here are a couple of teasers:

ALASKAN CRUISE OPPORTUNITY

PRESBYTERIAN HERITAGE TOUR
MY HEART’S IN THE HIGHLANDS...THE
BIRTH OF VALOUR...THE COUNTRY OF
WORTH
So sang Robert Burns about his native Scotland, and
so too sing we all.
Scotland is the home of John Knox who studied
with John Calvin in Geneva and so brought us our
denomination. The Presbyterian Church is the national Church of Scotland (though not government
sponsored) and, to take us back to our beginnings,
FPCG has begun the planning process for a congregational trip to Scotland, birth of valour and birth of
the Presbyterian Church.

Experience eight days and seven night in the incredible majesty of Alaska with the beautiful Carnival
Legend as your floating resort. Glide by Majestic
glaciers, deep green forests, snow-capped mountains,
sea and wildlife, and more.

Edinburgh, Glasgow, the Isle of Skye, Inverness, the
Orkneys, Arthur’s Seat, Glen Coe; Loch Lomond,
Loch Ness and its monster; Stirling Castle and Iona
Abbey, resting place for Scotland’s ancient kings,
including Macbeth; William Wallace, Robert the
Bruce, Bonnie Prince Charlie and Flora Macdonald,
Margaret Tudor and Mary Queen of Scots; Sir Walter Scott, Robert Louis Stevenson, Arthur Conan
Doyle, J.M. Barrie; Andrew Carnegie, John Witherspoon, John Paul Jones and Alexander Graham
Bell; Sean Connery, Susan Boyle and Annie Lennox. And let’s not forget the Harry Potter Train.
Lots to dream about.

Gather in Seattle, Washington on Tuesday, August
20th with your First Pres friends where we’ll embark
at 4:00 p.m. We’ll travel up the coast to Skagway,
seeing Tracy Arm Fjord along the way. We’ll have a
day in Juneau and Ketchikan, then head south again
for a day in Victoria, British Columbia before returning to Seattle and home. If there are fifteen or more
of us going, we’ll even have our own personal tour
guide.
Quad occupancy starts as low as $1,499 and costs
include airfare and all
shipboard
meals. See
Gloria Bethea
to get additional information about
this affordable trip.

We’re thinking about 2020 and about ways to make
such a trip affordable for
everyone. If you’d like to be
part of the dream team,
please contact Glenna Hazeltine at:
glennahaz@gmail.com
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Our Transforming Values

Will you pray for our community of faith
over these next five weeks?

During our stewardship campaign
this year we won’t be only pledging our
financial gifts, but also committing to live
out the following five transformational values. These characteristics reside deep in
our hearts and influence how we interact
with each other.

Let’s invite the Spirit to renew our minds
and hearts, as we renew our commitment to
our First Pres family.

Romans 12:2 exhorts us: “Do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so
that you may discern what is the will of
God—what is good and acceptable and
perfect.”

Commitment Sunday is November 18th

By focusing these values we believe
we will discern God’s calling as stewards
of The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown.

Bring your pledge cards with you to church as
we celebrate the transformational work we
have done as the family of God!

Save the Date!

As a community of faith, we pledge to be:


Transformed by Gratitude



A Possibilities People



Aware of Abundance



Honest & Open



Co-operative & Collaborative

Pernell Jackson gave a
Piece of the Rock
to the Endowment Fund

Pastor Rebecca will explore each of these
themes during Sunday worship. And you
will be invited to engage through weekly
reflection questions, our 3rd Sunday intergenerational bible study, and other interactive activities.

“In Memory of My Wife,
Myrtle Jackson.”
Thank you Pernell!
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November Challenge Offering
November's Challenge Offering will be dedicated Rise Against
Hunger (formerly Stop Hunger Now).
Since 1998, Rise Against Hunger has been driven by the vision of a world without hunger. Their mission is to end hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-changing aid to
the world’s most vulnerable and creating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary resource. Over 820 million
people go to bed hungry every night. RAH’s work is recognizing that ending hunger is more than
just feeding people, which led RAH to focus its feeding programs in areas where we can have a real
impact and expand its hunger-fighting programs beyond meal packaging and distribution. Since
2016, the friends and families of FPCG has risen to the occasion by participating in meal packing
events that has packed over 40,000 meals!! On Monday, January 21, 2019, the First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown continues our commitment to ending hunger with our 3rd meal packing
event. Hunger doesn't have to exist. Let's end it together!

Community Advocacy Team
Do you have a passion for our
community? Do you want to know
more about how you can be invested
in issues of justice right here in Germantown and northwest Philadelphia?
Come meet with like-minded
people on Sunday, November 11th at
noon after the Third Sunday event. Together along with the Holy Spirit, we
have the power to make a difference!

Gun Violence Task Force
It is a difficult time in our neighborhood and our country as we look at
the rampant gun violence in our midst.
FPCG is developing a Gun Violence Prevention Task Force to look at active viable ways that we can make a difference
in our community and beyond. Our first
meeting will be on Sunday, December
16th starting at noon after the Third Sunday event. Please join us if you are interested in working toward justice on this
topic.

FPCG
35 West Chelten Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19144
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FPCG Receives Founders Award at GACM Gala
The Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry wishes
to thank those of you who attended and supported the Ministry’s 21st anniversary gala: “21
Years of Neighbors Helping Neighbors.” Over
150 of both longtime and new supporters gathered to celebrate on Friday, September 28, National Good Neighbor Day. The room had so
much love and a feeling of the momentum of
positive growth and change coming to the Ministry.
Sponsors and major supporters were given a
pre-gala reception while enjoying wine and light
bites catered by Chef Mary. Pastor Kevin Ireland, First Presbyterian Church in Springfield,
set the tone for the evening as he transformed
into Mister Rogers and presented his inspiring
speech entitled “It’s a Beautiful Evening in the
Neighborhood.”
Auctioneer extraordinaire, George McNeely,
hosted the Good Neighbor live auction. The
auction included a Renaissance family portrait
by Bradford in New York, a dinner for two, gingerbread workshop tickets compliments of
Bredenbeck’s Bakery in Germantown, and an
opportunity to fund the most pressing needs of
the ministry.

Guests like Rev. Cynthia Jarvis, Peter and Susan
Wilson, and Ted and Rosemary Walkenhorst
placed bids as they nibbled their way through
the catered buffet and a cake from
Bredenbeck’s. The auction raised over $14,000.
The Gala’s honorary chair, Loretta Witt and
GACM board member and Univest vice president, Michael Laing, hosted a 50/50 raffle
that raised over $700.

Executive director,
Eileen Jones and Gala
emcee Cherri Gregg,
community affairs reporter for KYW News
radio 1060 presented
the Founders’ Award
to Pastor Rebecca
Segers on behalf of
FPCG for outstanding
support to the Ministry and its work.
Other award recipients were:
 Community Partner Award: Springside Chestnut Hill Academy
 Good Neighbor Community Service Award:
Timothy Robinson
 Thrive Achievement Award: Janet Patterson
To top it all off, everyone enjoyed the performances of Ms. Princess Herring, the Keystone State
Boychoir and Pennsylvania Girlchoir. The event
ended with the choirs receiving a standing ovation. It was quite a night.
We hope you had fun, and we look forward to
seeing you at the next event. If you were unable
to join the campaign or attend the gala, please
consider supporting the Ministry during the
world’s largest fundraising campaign called
#GivingTuesday on November 27. For more information, visit the Ministry’s website at
www.crisisministry.org or send an email to Hope
Primas at hprimas@crisisministry.org.
Please let us know if you have any feedback (good
and bad) about the Gala. Send your comments to
hprimas@crisisministry.org
We truly appreciate your support.
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Upcoming First Pres Activities
Searching for Happiness, Part 6

Women’s Retreat Save the Date

The book series study continues on

Date: Saturday, March 2, 2018

Sunday, November 4th im-

Time: 8:30 a.m.—4:00 p.m.

mediately following wor-

Place: Cranaleith Spiritual Center,
13475 Proctor Road, Philadelphia

ship and on Tuesday
evening, November 6th at
5:00 p.m., in the Finney

Stay Tuned for more information on cost and
theme and sign-up in advance.

Room with Rev. Rebecca
Segers.

The excitement is building!

This month’s topic
is Chapter 6: “Contented People Practice
Generosity.” God works in mysterious and
wondrous ways: Rev. Rebecca had no idea
this would be the topic in the same month as
we celebrate Stewardship! Join us to talk
about generosity, and perhaps stretch ourselves to pledge a little more as a result—
and become more content—in the process!

New Animate Series: Practices Is Here!

Men’s Breakfast
The men of the church will be gathering at 8:30
am Saturday morning November 3rd in the Jennings room for a hearty breakfast . Drew Hood
will be our speaker. If you were with us in June
we hope to see you again, but this time be sure to
ask someone who was not there to join us for this
fun fellowship event.

Please consider joining us each second Sunday (Nov. 12th) at 12:30 or the following Monday
(Nov. 13th) at 5:00pm. This is a NEW series, not a
rehash of the Animate we did this spring. The sessions explore the role seven practices—prayer,
community, service, money, the sacraments, worship, and food-have played in the history of our
faith and how they might enrich our lives today.
These are conversational gatherings. We share
opinions, ideas, and thoughts. The journals we use
are a starting point for your images, your ideas, and
any thought-provoking conversation starters. Mark
them up! Ask Bob Seed for a journal. Hope to see
you in November!
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Profile from the Pews:

Randy Clever
Hi, Randy! Tell us a little bit about yourself.
I was born and raised in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania and grew up in an independent, very conservative church. I spent my adolescent years
trying to escape the strictures imposed by fundamentalist theology. After a dramatic conversion
experience right after college, my life was completely turned around and I became increasingly
interested in serving as a missionary. It wasn't
until after I was married and had two daughters (we have three) that we finally ended up
serving 5 years in Europe, working with local
churches and in church planting. After we returned in 1985, we attended several different
churches, but they never really felt like a fit for
us.
When did you come to FPCG? What made
you stay?
About eight years ago, when the last church I was
attending was getting ready to close its doors, I
knew that I had to find a new church home, one
that felt like I really belonged, and one where my
daughter, Kit and granddaughter, Maya would
feel comfortable. I planned on "sampling" the
area churches to see what might make a good
match for my world view, theological views and
one that reflected the values and diverse experiences of the family. FPCG was the first one I
visited. I never checked further. From the first, I
felt like I had come home. I think 1st Pres is the
first church I have ever felt completely comfortable in. I love the diversity of the congregation young and old, racially, ethnically, conservative.
liberal, and the struggle of being relevant in dealing with the social issues of our day - a fit from
the beginning. I also love being involved in the
Gospel choir, the bell choir, and the Crisis Ministry.
What are some of your other interests?
When not involved in the life of the church, I like
to spend my time running and doing other forms
of exercise, traveling, time with family, gardening,
and reading a good mystery.
Why did you volunteer at the Germantown
Avenue Crisis Ministry? What keeps you
coming back for more?
From the beginning of my life in the church, I

had often heard people speak of the Crisis Ministry, but wasn't quite sure what exactly they did
there. As retirement approached, I thought I
should give it a try as a way to volunteer and serve
God and the larger church community, as well as
this one. So, when I retired from city employment
in January, 2013, I showed up the next month to
check the ministry out. I've been there, too, ever
since. I have found it to be such a practical expression of seeking to live out the Gospel, by serving the less privileged who live right here in our
community. I have been challenged on many
fronts to confront my own prejudice and preconceived ideas about poverty and the people who live
in it for much of their lives. I love our clients' tellit-like-it-is attitude toward life and their sense of
humor in the midst of their struggles. The Crisis
Ministry is a unique organization in the community
and I believe we are blessed by being conduits of
blessing to others. I am so impressed by the involvement by so many members of the congregation who support this ministry. As trite as this
may sound, I have received far more from everyone, volunteers and clients, than I have given, and
I consider it a real privilege to serve there.
Any final thoughts you’d like to share?
There have only been a handful of important situations where I have felt 100% certain that I have
made the right choice from the very beginning and
coming to FPCG and the Crisis Ministry are two
of them.
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______ FROM THE CHOIR LOFT _______
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director
Our Messiah is coming!
The Germantown Oratorio Choir & Orchestra will perform excerpts
from G.F. Handel’s beloved oratorio Messiah on Sunday, December
2, at 4 p.m. Soloists will include our immensely talented and highly
accomplished choral section leaders Evelyn Santiago, soprano; Margaret Mezzacappa, mezzo soprano; David Kellett, tenor; and Jesse
Padgett, baritone. The program will include excerpts from all three
portions of the sacred oratorio, telling the story of the Messiah’s
birth, passion, and resurrection.

Messiah rehearsals will be on Tuesday evenings in the Sanctuary
from 7-9 p.m., beginning Oct. 30. For more information or to participate, call the church office at 215-843-8811 or e-mail music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com.
The Germantown Oratorio Choir was founded in 1910 as a community outreach program of First Church. The choir performs seasonally
and rehearses weekly October–December, and January–March.
Members of the choir, representing a wide diversity of age, socioeconomic, racial, and educational backgrounds, are drawn from
throughout the Delaware Valley. The semi-professional community
choir is one of only a few groups of its kind dedicated to presenting
oratorio concerts in sacred settings in Philadelphia. Volunteers and
professional musicians work side by side toward a common goal of
musical excellence in classical music performance.
Tax-deductible contributions to support this concert are invited.
Please make checks payable to FPCG and include “Music Opportunity Fund” in the memo line.
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Congratulations to Dieter Littles on finishing his first 50K race, pictured here with
daughter Erika and wife Heidi.

FPCG Youth Groups Shop
for Thanksgiving Baskets

Both our Elementary Youth Group
(Nov. 2nd) and our Middle/High
School Youth Group (Nov. 9th) will
participate in what has now become an annual shopping trip to
make Thanksgiving Baskets for
GACM’s distribution to families in
our community who can benefit.
During our regular youth group
time, we will travel to ShopRite in
Cheltenham and shop for food
items necessary to make these baskets. All participants are asked to
bring $5 to their youth group time
to contribute to the funds we will
use to purchase food items.

tion in full, demonstrate proof of enrollment, submit their most recent transcript, and write an essay
sharing with the committee ongoing goals for their
educations, and activities they are involved in within their academic community beyond their classes.
These essays allow the committee to get to know
each applicant more intimately with the hope of
encouraging and supporting recipients of our
scholarship funds beyond the small monetary
awards.

FPCG Scholarships

As an expression of our congregation’s commitment to education, each year interest from designated funds within our endowment
are accrued for the purpose of distributing for
students with relationships to our church who
are enrolled in post-secondary education. The
Scholarship Committee, a subcommittee of Christian Education, is charged each year with receiving applications for these students, and determining the amount each student will receive
from the fund. The committee is presently made
up of two members-at-large, Klaas Hoekema and
Contina Lundy, and one staff member, Christian
Heyer-Rivera. The committee uses a rubric that is
heavily weighted by the relationship of each applicant to the congregation. The categories of relationships used by the committee to determine
proportions of the funds are listed in order of priority: Active members, Active friends, Inactive
members, and Inactive friends of the church.
Each applicant is required to fill out their applica-

The committee will meet three times a
year: In January/February to distribute applications; in late May/early June to receive applications, review and determine amounts of awards;
and in late August/early September to consider
revisions to the application process, to report
awards to session and the congregation, as well as
any follow up with award recipients. If you would
like to join the committee to help with its work, or
consider fundraising efforts to help increase the
amount our congregation can distribute on an annual basis, please contact any one of the members
of the Scholarship committee. Regardless of
whether you’d like to consider serving on this committee in any of the above named capacities, we
would ask that you would join us in prayer as we
support our members and friends in their achieving
education and vocational goals.

Senior High Retreat in Maryland
This year our congregation, in partnership with several local
congregations, will offer our 9-12 grade youth group members
the opportunity to participate in a weekend retreat Nov. 2-4
called Reality Retreat. The retreat will take place at Sandy Hill
Camp in North East, MD. Please pray for our young people,
that the time spent in fellowship with the Word of God, their peers and youth leaders would build
each of them up in faith and help ground them in the love God has for each of them, made
known in Jesus Christ!
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2018 GACM Holiday Basket Collection
Thanksgiving & Christmas baskets will be given
to families who have requested help and documented their family size and financial need. A
$35 donation can provide a basket for a senior
or family of 2. All donations are appreciated!
Checks should be made payable to “GACM”.
Holiday Basket Contents
Meat:

Turkey, turkey breast, roasting
chicken

Starch:

rice, mashed potatoes, yams,
macaroni and cheese, corn, stuff
ing

Other:

gravy, cranberry sauce, seasonings,
sugar, flour, juice, iced tea, canned
milk

Turkey drop off begins Sunday, 11/11

Vegetable:

green beans, green peas

Bread:

roll/corn bread mix

Holiday basket helpers are needed Fri. 11/16—Mon.
11/19 and Thurs. & Fri., 12/20—12/21.

Dessert:

cake mix, icing, cookie mix, jello,
pie crust, pie filling

To volunteer for a minimum of 2 hours, contact
GACM at 215-843-2340.

THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN
_________ ________
35 West Chelten Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
215-843-8811
Www.fpcgermantown.org
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