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Items for the October  
issue of Windows are due on  

September 17.   Send to  
fpcgwindows@gmail.com. 

 

From the Pastor 
    by Rev. Rebecca Segers 

 

Welcome Home, everyone! Whether you have 
spent the summer traveling and we’ve only seen 
you once or twice or not at all, or you have been 
attending worship faithfully through the dog 
days of  heat and humidity, it is time to welcome 
you into a new exciting season at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Germantown. As we enter 
into it, I am mindful of  Paul’s second letter to 

the Corinthians, in which he writes, “God is able to provide you with 
every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of  eve-
rything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” 

We will be kicking everything off  with our Annual Picnic on 
Sunday, September 9th immediately following worship. One of  the 
things that most drew me to FPCG was its commitment to the com-
munity, so it is right and fitting that one of  the first things we do in 
our program year is to welcome one another and the community be-
yond with this outdoor gathering. We have reached out to Shoprite to 
help support it with food donations, and the Christian Ed Committee 
has joined with the Congregational Development and Fellowship 
Committee to allay the costs of  opening our picnic to the community. 
The Youth Group has been asked to help serve the food and beverag-
es for both hygiene reasons and appropriate apportionment. We have 
additionally begun building a deeper relationship with the Friends of  
Vernon Park, and I will be hosting the discussion of  chapter 4 of  
Searching for Happiness under one of  the park’s beautiful trees. I expect 
it will be a wonderful way to celebrate our church family with one an-
other and the greater community at large. 

You, the people of  First Pres, are an exceedingly generous peo-
ple, and I look forward to how my gifts, your gifts, our gifts together 
will bless one another and the community in which we live in the year 
ahead, starting by sharing this wonderful meal right outside our doors! 
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Windows is a publication of  

The First Presbyterian Church 
in Germantown.  For ques-
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mation published here or to 
submit content, please call 
the church office at 215-843-
8811 or email: 
fpcgwindows@gmail.com. 
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Rev. Rebecca Segers 
F. Anthony Thurman 
Sam Whyte 
Jason Williams 

FREEDOM SCHOOL A BIG SUCCESS!! 

Freedom School 2018 was a big success! The program included 

55 scholars, 3 administrative staff, 6 Servant Leader Interns, Bi-

ble Study and Music teachers, food service and a host of  vol-

unteers. Breakfast, lunch and snack provided the fuel needed 

for each day. Prepared on site, delicious meals met PA Dept of  

Education nutrition standards. From June 25 through August 

10, this place was jumping with non-stop learning and fun. 

Harambee, a 30-minute pep rally that begins with a book read 

to the group and concludes with a time of  meditation, direc-

tions and expectations started each day. During the seven 

weeks scholars read or were exposed to 50 or more books. Fa-

vorites include The Day the Crayons Quit, by Oliver Jeffers, 

Uncle Jed’s Barber Shop, by Margaret King Mitchell and Cop-

per Sun, by Sharon Draper. With mornings focused on inte-

grated literacy activities, afternoons provided traditional camp 

activities including Bible study, music, nutrition and a variety of  

club options.  

Led by Pastor Rebecca, our Bible Study theme was 24/7 Jesus 

Makes A Way Every Day. Scholars learned that God provides a 

firm foundation for everyday life and that we experience God’s 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP 

Sundays from 10 to 11 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to worship, 

study and enjoy friendships at The 

First Presbyterian Church in Ger-

mantown.  There are service, out-

reach and fellowship opportunities 

in abundance.  In addition to 

weekly and monthly scheduled 

services and activities, visit our 

Special Events web pages for 

more information. 

___________________________ 

To learn more, please email 

fpcg.germantown@gmail.org 

or call the church office at 

215-843-8811. 

___________________________ 

Continued on page 4

A day in the life of Freedom School: scholars, servant leaders, and staff gathered 

each day in the Longstreth Auditorium. 
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September Birthdays! 

Erika Littles, September 1 

Dawayne Robinson, September 2 

Sheila Heyer-Rivera, September 4 

Roger Miller, September 4 

Marlene Simmons, September 6 

Ruth Cato, September 7 

Robert Cato, September 8 

Donald Carlin, September 9 

E. Michelle Jones, September 9 

Hortense Kennedy, September 9 

Kerisha Johnson, September 10 

Howard Tyrrell, September 10 

Frances Smith, September 12 

Ann Reiss, September 14 

David Cassie, September 15 

Rosemary Williams, September 15 

Martin Lagunsad, September 18 

Filomena Santos, September 19 

Debra Gary, September 24 

Brian Harris, September 25 

Melissa Miller, September 25 

Lisa Martin, September 27 
 

                 STEWARDSHIP 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year! 

It is time to say goodbye to summer and start 
preparing for the changing of  the seasons. 
And you know what that means...it's time for 
our Annual Stewardship Campaign! Wait, you mean 
that isn't the first thing you think about in the fall?! 
  
Neither do we. :)  
  
Let's be honest, for most of  us the only time when we think 
about church stewardship is when the pledge card arrives in 
the mail.  
  
But we want to change that.  
  
One of  the tasks of  the newly launched Stewardship Team 
is to expand the conversation around "stewardship" at First 
Pres. As disciples of  Jesus, we are invited to a generous shar-
ing of  our time, talents, and resources throughout the year.  
  
Think about all the ways you share your gifts. How do you 
offer your heart, mind, and body (and yes, your money) in 
service to our church family? We truly are a generous 
church!  
  
We are continuously inspired by all the ways that members 
give of  themselves- both within the walls our building and 
beyond! 
  
So, in addition to waiting for that pledge card to arrive in the 
mail this year, let's get ready to have a conversation about 
Stewardship! 

 

 

 

The mission of The First 
Presbyterian Church in Ger-
mantown is to reflect the lov-
ing presence of Christ in Ger-
mantown as we serve others 
faithfully, worship God joy-
fully and share life together 
in a diverse and generous 

community. 

Great Ends Of The Church 
The proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of hu-

mankind 
The shelter, nurture and spiritual fellowship of the children 

of God 
The maintenance of divine worship 
The preservation of the truth 
The promotion of social righteousness 
The exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world 

--Book of Order (2017-19), F-1.0304 
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abundant life through community. In a creative 

way, scholars were introduced to several con-

temporary “waymakers.” This included Rev. 

Kevin portraying Rev Leon Sullivan, founder of  

Philadelphia Opportunities Industrialization 

Center, LLC. OIC continues today helping dis-

advantaged people achieve self-sufficiency.   

Other program enhancements included weekly 

special activities. Nutrition sponsored by Albert 

Einstein Nutrition Education Program. Volun-

teer Bruce McCullough engaged level 3 scholars 

(grades 6-8) in algebra activities that made math 

fun. Swimming at the Department of  Recrea-

tion Pool, Pickett Campus. Clubs also gave 

scholars opportunities to engage in activities of  

interest. Favorites included Nature, Fashion and 

Yugioh Club. The Nature Club walked trails, 

Freedom School a Big Success!! (cont.) learned about nature and located Dead Man’s 

Pond. The fashion group enjoyed trips to the 

local fabric store and showed off  their work 

in a fashion show. Yugioh Club, quite popular 

with the boys, incorporated math skills and 

critical thinking while playing and trading 

Yugioh cards.  Crab soccer, girl and boy bas-

ketball teams concluding with a Scholar, 

Staff  championship game and field trips 

helped round out a full summer. Ice Skating 

was a new trip for the program. Much en-

joyed, scholars look forward to going again 

next year!  

Freedom School was a learning environment 

for Philadelphia Project Service Learning 

participants. The project offers service and 

mission opportunities primarily to non-urban 

groups desiring to explore serving others and 

living into the call to be the church. Easily 

100 students supported at out site.  

Special thanks to Money Mary Lundy, who 

collected fees and provided administrative 

support; Delores Solomon, our field trip bus 

driver; and Andrea Overton, who weekly 

picked up hot pretzels for the Wednesday 

pretzel and water ice sale.  

During the closing program held Wednesday 

August 8, approximately 150 scholars and 

family members filled the sanctuary with 

song, cheer and excitement. Obvious that 

evening was the love and learning experi-

enced throughout the seven-week program. 

Thank you to everyone who prayed or pro-

vided financial support to enable Freedom 

School 2018!  

Rev. Rebecca’s Level 1 Bible Study class shows off the Domino 

Clocks they made. 

Check out more Freedom 

School Photos on page 5. 
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MORE FREEDOM SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Above: Nature Club; right: a Pool 

Circle; far right: A scholar enjoys 

Reading Time. 

Left: Waymaker Eileen 

Jones shares how Free-

dom School began; right: 

FS Director Contina Lundy 

shares a smile with a 

scholar; below: every 

morning began with a 

Read Aloud Guest. 
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Village to Village Care is a non-profit or-
ganization founded in 2015 by First Pres-
byterian member, Dr. Annie Kotto, and 
her sister Dr. Anne Marie Cadet. Its mis-
sion is to focus on the needs of  rural vil-
lages of  the 21st century, with a specific 
focus on healthcare. Village to Village 
Care’s conception coincided with the 
spread of  the Ebola virus in West Afri-
can countries in the summer of  2014 and 
was designed to address the glaring inad-
equacies in healthcare and health educa-
tion illuminated by the epidemic. This or- 

September Challenge Offering: 
Village to Village Care 

. 

 

 

 

 

Come Celebrate 21 Years of  the Crisis Ministry  
on Friday, September 28! 

 
The Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry (GACM) will celebrate its 

21st year of  ministry in Germantown with a festive event on Friday, Sep-
tember 28, beginning at 6:30 p.m.    Taking inspiration from National 
Good Neighbor Day as well as from volunteers, donors, and clients 

GACM will host the party at the church.  Everyone is invited to join the 
staff  and enjoy great food, an auction, and some surprises.  Eileen 

Jones, First Church’s Director of  Urban Ministry, has been the organiza-
tion’s inspiration for all GACM’s 21 years.  For more information, please 

see the official invitation on page 13. 

 
ganization’s goal is to provide primary 
healthcare to remote villages so that 
emergency issues do not result in griev-
ous loss of  life. A clinic with proper 
equipment and a trained staff  can be the 
difference between life or death. Ulti-
mately, Village to Village Care seeks to 
empower rural communities around the 
world and promote self-sustaining 
health practices among the locals. More 
information about this organization and 
its mission trips can be found at 
www.villagetovillagecare.org.  
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A Joyous Baptism! 

On Sunday, August 19, 2018, four days af-
ter his first birthday, Matthew Jacob Lagunsad was 
baptized during the regular service of  worship at 
the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown. 
“Matteo,” as he is lovingly known, is a special 
child of  the church. We have prayed for him since 
his birth at 27 weeks old, weighing only 1.9 
pounds. It has been a journey for him, and a jour-
ney of  faith for his family, Martin and Jerelyn 
“Cel,” sister Chloe, and grandmother Sylvia Clark, 
but one that was celebrated joyfully in worship 
with our family of  faith as well as 40+ guest wor-
shippers. Another gift of  the service was an intro-
duction to the Filipino tradition for godparents. If  
someone asks to be a godparent, s/he cannot be 
refused. Thus Matteo has 14 people who have 
pledged to prayerfully support him in the 
knowledge and love of  Jesus Christ. What a bless-
ing to be in community as God’s beloved children! 

Photo Prayer 
 
Our lives seem to radiate outwards 
with us at the center, 
yet none of  us is the center of  anything 
except our inventive illusions. 
Show us reality, 
not as we’d like it to be 
nor as we fear it might be, 
but as you see it, dear Lord, 
in truth and love. 
Copyright by Danny N. 
Schweers, www.photoprayer.com 

 

Women’s Retreat in the Planning Stages 

A Women’s Retreat Planning Group has 
met twice to develop a late winter/early spring 
gathering for the ladies of  First Pres and any 
friends they’d like to invite. We are hoping to 
head offsite to a retreat center nearby, meeting 
from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on a Saturday in late 
March or early April. It is likely that we will take 
the church bus to support those who are con-
cerned about driving, and are also working on 
childcare for the day. The Christian Ed Commit-
tee will help to allay the costs, which we are hop-
ing to keep at around $20-25 per person. We have 
lots of  thoughts about theme, so stay tuned for 
more information – and if  you would like to 
come, please let us know on the sign-up sheet in 
Longstreth Auditorium. 

If  you are interested in monthly or quar-
terly women’s gatherings at the church for spiritu-
al or relational programming, check that box too! 

http://www.photoprayer.com/
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professor in TV & Media Production at Atlantic 
County Institute of Technology, lives in southern 
New Jersey.  Pat Thompson died in 1993. 

    In the Washington area, Pat and Jim were mem-
bers of the Northminster Presbyterian Church, one 
of the first or our denomination to integrate, and 
when the Thompsons moved to the area, they were 
interested in finding a similar congregation.  Bill Ber-
ger, a member of Westside Presbyterian, told Jim 
about FPCG; the Thompsons made their first visit in 
1973 and joined a year later.  Jim says that from the 
beginning he felt the church looked like what it has 
become. He and Pat met Jim Kelly, Gloria and Ben-
nie Patterson and Mary and Frank Lundy early on.   
Elder, deacon, trustee, and elder again—these are the 
offices Jim has held here; add Sunday School superin-
tendent and teacher to the mix and you have a broad-
er picture of this “gang” member. 

   In addition to his devotion to the church, Jim has 
another love: SPORTS.  He is an acknowledged base-
ball and football statistician and near-historian.  Ask 
him anything about the Eagles and the Phillies, and 
he likely can answer the query.  “Moving around a 
great deal, you can hang on to sports where you find 
them, but once settled, you embrace the local team,” 
Jim says.  And embrace them he does with season 
tickets to the games of both teams.  He is also a golf-
er. 

     Outside of the church and sports stadiums, Jim is 
a Republican committeeman for Whitemarsh Town-
ship, works in a U. S. Census office at enumeration 
time, and is on the board of the Whosoever Gospel 
Mission as well as a former board member of the In-
terfaith Hospitality Network (IHN).  He is a director 
and treasurer of the Valley Forge chapter of the PA 
Society of Professional Engineers and a Life Senior 
Member of the IEEE (Institute of Electric and Elec-
tronic Engineers). 

    FPCG is a vital and necessary part of the life 
of Jim Thompson.  “As my family grew and ma-
tured, we needed the experience offered here.  
We grew and matured with the church.”  After a 
membership of 45 years, Jim has observed that 
the congregation “is like biorhythms, cycles.   
We always need new blood, for no one comes 
here forever.”  

    Jim Thompson 
doesn’t appear to 
be someone who 
would belong to a 
“Gang of Four,” 
but he does.  Every 
other Friday he can 
be found at the 
church participat-
ing in “gang” activ-
ity to which he 
brings the 

knowledge and expertise of a lifetime of engineer-
ing to the operation of the building.  Along with 
Marc DiNardo, Lois Nafziger Bethea, Joe Leube 
and Mary Lundy, Jim meets with Terry Boyer, our 
lead sexton who is coordinating many of the on-
going projects initiated by the Property Committee.    

    Born in Chicago and subsequently living in Day-
ton and Cleveland, Ohio, Jim grew up with two 
sisters before leaving for a year at Duke University 
in Durham, North Carolina. Afterwards he joined 
the U. S. Navy working in electronics technology in 
an aviation squadron and traveled to Europe twice 
while assisting in the production of the all-weather 
Skyhawks aircraft, a joint effort of the Navy and 
the U. S. Marine Corps.  He was in the service the 
four years from 1957-1961.  Upon discharge, he 
wanted to work at Cape Canaveral, Florida, but in-
stead found himself in the Washington, D. C., area 
and employed by the Polaris Submarine Company.  
Wishing to continue his formal education, he at-
tended the University of Maryland and earned a 
degree in electrical engineering. Later, with his fam-
ily he came for employment in the area to Plym-
outh Meeting and to a house which now has been 
home for 45 years. 

    In 1963, Jim married Patricia Keibler of Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania, and they were the parents of 
four children, one of whom, a twin, did not sur-
vive.  The other children spent their early years at 
FPCG with two of them still retaining membership 
here.  Chris is a marketer for computerized tax so-
lutions, is married and has a blended family of five 
daughters.  Daughter Pam, who lives near Annapo-
lis, Maryland, is also married and has two sons.  
Peter, a sports telecaster and soon to be college 

Jim Thompson: A Gang Member? 

            by Sam Whyte 
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SUMMER MUSIC 

We give thanks for all those who offered their musi-
cal talents in worship during the summer months 
while our church choirs were on break:  

 The Father’s Day men’s chorus, which spanned 
the full width of our choir loft, sang My Jesus, I 
Love Thee, in a new arrangement by Jesse 
Padgett. 

 The Freedom School Chorus, prepared and di-
rected by Sara Carter-Blanford. 

 A Handbell Quintet: Susan Farrington, Dick Liber-
ty, Andrea Overton, Evelyn Santiago, and Tony 
Thurman. 

 Soloists Linda Jaymes, mezzo soprano; Diane Fil-
ter, soprano; Vera Harrison, piano; David Kellett, 
tenor; Margaret Mezzacappa, mezzo soprano; 
Evelyn Santiago, soprano; and Aaron Scarberry, 
tenor. 

     __________________    FROM THE CHOIR LOFT    _________________ 
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director 

 

CHOIR SEASON BEGINS 

Find a home for your heart in one of our church choirs. 

If you like to sing and can faithfully attend choir re-
hearsals, please consider participating in the music 
ministry of First Church by joining one of our musical 
ensembles. Joining me as leaders in this important 
ministry are Sara Carter-Blandford, director of our Gos-
pel Choir; and Evelyn Santiago, director of the Chil-
dren’s and Handbell Choirs. 

The Gospel Choir (for adults) rehearses on Thursdays at 
6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary and sings during worship on 
the first Sunday of each month. For more information 
or to participate, e-mail ladycarter78@hotmail.com. 

The Children’s Choir (for grades 2-8) rehearses on 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Choir Room and sings in 
worship on the last Sunday of the month. For infor-
mation or to participate, please e-mail esco-
qui@msn.com. 

Voices in Bronze Handbell Choir (high school age 
through adults) rehearses on Thursdays at 7:45 p.m. in 
the Choir Room and rings in worship the second Sun-
day of each month. For information or to participate, 
please e-mail escoqui@msn.com. 

The Chancel Choir (high school age through adults) 
meets on Sundays at 9 a.m. to warm up and rehearses 
following worship from 11:30-12:30 in the Choir Room. 
The opening rehearsal of the season is on Saturday, 
Sept. 8, from 2-4 p.m. in the Sanctuary. For more infor-
mation or to participate, e-mail mu-
sic.fpcgermantown@gmail.com. 

The Germantown Oratorio Choir (college age through 
adults), our community concert choir, will rehearse on 
Tuesday evenings in the Sanctuary from 7:00-9 p.m., 
beginning Oct. 30. The first concert will be Handel’s 
Messiah on Sunday, Dec. 2, at 4 p.m. A spring concert is 
planned for Sunday, March 17, 2019. For more infor-
mation or to participate, e-mail mu-
sic.fpcgermantown@gmail.com. Tax-deductible contri-
butions to support these First Church concerts are in-
vited. Please make checks payable to FPCG and include 
“Music Opportunity Fund” in the memo line. 

ORGAN REPAIRS 

Repairs to the East Chancel Organ are nearing com-
pletion. In 2017, a roof leak above the organ chamber 
required the removal of all of the pipes from this sec-
tion of the organ. In addition to the repair and resto-

(cont. on page 10) 

Emery Bros.’ Rosemary repaired the wooden pipes in our Chancel Swell. 

mailto:ladycarter78@hotmail.com
mailto:escoqui@msn.com
mailto:escoqui@msn.com
mailto:escoqui@msn.com
mailto:music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com
mailto:music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com
mailto:music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com
mailto:music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com
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ration of the organ chamber’s ceiling and walls, a 
number of other repairs, unrelated to the water 
damage, have also been carried out while the 
pipes were removed. More than 2,000 organ 
pipes from the Chancel Great, Choir, and Swell 
divisions have now been repaired, re-voiced, re-
turned to their original locations, and retuned; 
playing actions for the Great and Choir have been 
restored; and wind leaks have been eliminated.  

We are deeply grateful for the skills and profes-
sional services of Emery Bros., our organ curators 
since the 1980s, as well as our own Marc Di-
Nardo, who has assisted Emery Bros. in making 
necessary electrical upgrades. New AC outlets will 
allow four new rectifiers to provide Direct Current 
for the stop and playing actions in our McLean 
Memorial Pipe Organ. 

ORGAN REPAIRS (cont. from page 9) 

Right to left/top to bottom: Great metal pipes on the voicing machine at Emery Bros.; Repaired walls and ceiling in Swell chamber; 

Marc DiNardo’s electrical additions below the Choir Loft; Swell organ pipes back on the windchest. 
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Dear FPCG Family and Friends, 

 We want to thank you so much for your support of our mission trip to Añasco, Puer-
to Rico, and share with you an overview of our time there.  We had an amazing trip and re-
ally felt God at work as we worked at the First Presbyterian Church in Añasco.  Thanks to 
your prayers and support we were able to make a huge impact on the work of the church 
which will help to support those still recovering from Hurricane Maria and provide re-
sources to the community as they prepare for the coming hurricane season. 

Trip Overview: 

 We arrived in San Juan, Puerto Rico, on Sat-
urday, July 21st, and traveled for 3 hours by car 
to the town of Añasco on the western coast of the 
island.  That evening we settled in to our rooms 
at "La Posada de Ángeles" (The Lodge of Angels), 
a beautiful apartment above the church that has 
been slowly renovated since the storm as a home 
for volunteers working at the church through the 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program.  On 
Sunday, we worshiped with the congregation and 

our Christian Education Director, Christian, preached the sermon, while his wife, Sheila, 
translated into Spanish.  Following the service we spent the afternoon at a local beach and 
prepped for our work days ahead.  It was a wonderful time of fellowship before our work 
began on Monday.  

 In conversations with the church prior to our 
arrival, it became clear that their greatest need was 
to help renovate several rooms and a carport at-
tached to the church where they planned to create a 
community resource center to house food and sup-
ply pantries as well as the site director's of-
fice.  From Monday through Friday we worked in 
several teams to scrape and prep walls, paint inside 
rooms and exterior walls and apply an epoxy coat-
ing to the carport ceiling to protect it from rust.  Our work days were quite full beginning 
from 8 in the morning and lasting until about 5:30.  It was so rewarding to see our church 
youth work alongside the adults to see our projects through to completion.  By the end of 

the week we were excited to see our site 
host, Ada Lis, already beginning to move 
supplies into the resource center.  On Sat-
urday, we celebrated our work together by 
traveling into the mountains where we 
went on an adventure hike, went tubing 
through a cave and even did some cliff 
jumping into the river.  It was a fun day to 
relax and appreciate the beauty of Puerto 
Rico before returning to the mainland on 
Sunday, July 29th.  

Thanks and Stories from the Puerto Rico Mission Trip 

(cont. on page 12) 
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Medical Team: 

 While the work team was busy at the site, our medical 
team was blessed to be able to spend several days at a local 
hospital shadowing and consulting with a young doctor.  They 
were able to help in the delivery of medical care and observe 
first hand the conditions of medical care on the island.  On one 
of the days they were also able to visit a local nursing home and 
meet patients and staff there.  With the help of our church 
youth, they were able to assemble and distribute 100 first-aid 
kits.  These kits were given out on Friday at the church to local 
community members.  Our team also purchased 50 backpacks 
and insulated lunch boxes to give to area children.  These items 
along with a variety of school supplies were also given out on 

Friday.  The medi-
cal team was able 
to make many 
contacts through-
out the week and 
is already plan-
ning a medical fair for our church's next trip 
to Añasco! 

 

 

 

Fundraising Update: 

 In addition to the money that we raised to support each traveler ($500 for each of 
our 21 participants), through your efforts we were also able to raise an additional $5500 
that we were able to bring to Puerto Rico in order to purchase medical supplies, back-
packs, lunch boxes and construction materials.  The remaining funds will be donated di-
rectly to the church in order to further support their mission - it is truly amazing what 
God can do! 

 Again, THANK YOU for your prayers and support of this wonderful mission - we 
truly could not have done it without you!  We are proud of the work that we were able to 
accomplish while we were in Añasco and look forward to see how God will continue to 
work in this community.  If you are interested in following the church's progress as well, 
here is a link to their facebook page: https://m.facebook.com/Primera-Iglesia-Presbiteriana-en-
Añasco-735501669925381/  

 

Mil gracias on behalf of the entire 2018 Puerto Rico Service Team! 

 

Puerto Rico Mission Trip (cont. from page 11) 

https://m.facebook.com/Primera-Iglesia-Presbiteriana-en-Añasco-735501669925381/
https://m.facebook.com/Primera-Iglesia-Presbiteriana-en-Añasco-735501669925381/
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 When “Rev. Kev,” as the Rev. Kevin 
Porter is known, announced his six-week sab-
batical, he said that he would be working on a 
musical play based on the Council of  Jerusa-
lem. Almost immediately the question circu-
lated among members of  the church: “What 
was the Council of  Jerusalem?” 
 The Council was a gathering of  Chris-
tian Apostles and elders in the church in 
49/50 CE who were concerned with the in-
creasing numbers of  Gentiles uniting with 
the church. Attending the conference were 
Peter, James (“the Lord’s brother), Paul and 
Barnabas. Among their considerations were: 

1) Do Gentiles first have to become Jews be-
fore they can become Christians? 2) Do Gen-
tiles have to observe the Mosaic Law after 
they became Christians. As a result of  their 
deliberations, the elders decreed that Gentile 
Christians from Antioch in Syria did not have 
to obey. A major decision of  the conference 
was that Paul and Barnabas were to take the 
Gospel to the Gentiles in the Roman world 
while Peter and James should continue their 
witness to the Jews. A study of  The Book of  
Acts, particularly chapter 15, will provide a 
background for a broader understanding the 
Council. 

‘Rev. Kev’ and the Council of  Jerusalem 
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THE FIRST 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

IN GERMANTOWN 

_________    ________ 

35 West Chelten Ave. 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

215-843-8811 

Www.fpcgermantown.org 

Words From A Freedom School Scholar 

 My name is Madison Lundy and I am a ninth grader at George Washington Carver High 
School for Engineering and Science. I have had the honor of  being a scholar since I was in kin-
dergarten, so many years ago. The Servant Leaders have changed, but the love and expectations 
have not! Freedom School has taught me many things that I will take with me to high school. I 
have learned that I can make a different in this world through communicating and working with 
others—that change can and will happen when we continue to work together. 
 Freedom School has given me many opportunities like going to Medieval Times, The 
Bubble Show in NY, The Butterfly Exhibit in Washington DC and seeing Samson at Sight and 
Sound Theater in Lancaster. 
 I appreciate the love and encouragement I have received from everyone here. Especially 
Andre Brown who always had a laugh or a song for me, Melvin Brown who gave me my nick-
name "Kid Genius,” Michael Banks who allowed me to be my inquisitive self, Shanelle Campbell 
who always looked out for me, and Dominique Bobo Peden- the first Servant Leader to under-
stand me and work with my challenging ways. 
 Thank you, First Church for allowing me to share a little of  my Freedom School experi-
ence. I am so proud that the church I belong to believes in the change that will happen when 
young and old come together to make a difference in the world. 


