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Windows
Minister’s Message
by Rev. Rebecca Segers

“I am yours, and you are mine.”

~ Song of Solomon 2:16a

It’s official. As of Sunday, April 29, 2018, I am the Installed Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.

It’s funny, but all the scripture that comes to me when I ponder 
this new relationship is used in wedding ceremonies. The one I just 
quoted, and Ruth 1:16: “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back 
from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will 
lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God,” and 1 
Corinthians 13, where Paul waxes poetic about love and its attributes. 
Or perhaps it’s not so funny, as Evelyn Santiago recently shared 
with me that a Methodist minister friend of hers told her pastoral 
installation is like a marriage.

Indeed, we are now connected with the bonds of the institutional 
church’s blessing, but even more importantly, I believe, with the 
scriptural ones. For all of the passages that I mention were not 

originally intended for intimate relationships (with the possible exception of the first, although within 
the biblical context, it has usually been interpreted as the relationship between God and Israel). Rather, 
they were about deep connections between human beings in the service of God. 

Naomi has lost her husband, and her two sons. The only people left are her daughters-in-law Orpah 
and Ruth. Naomi feels angry, bitter, and alone. You see, she is an Israelite. Ruth and Orpah are not 
of her people, her tribe. She decides to return to Israel, notwithstanding the fact that, as a woman 
with no husband or children, she will be marginalized and valueless in society. Her daughters-in-
law protest, saying they will return with her. She pushes them to remain in Moab; Orpah agrees, but 
Ruth makes the statement above. She commits to Naomi and to God, and ultimately marries Boaz, 
bears Obed, the grandfather of David, in the lineage of Jesus. An unimaginable gift coming out of 
faithfulness through pain.

The 1 Corinthians passage is also not about the love between marital partners, but about how 
a community is called to treat one another. To live together in patience, kindness, the spirit of 
cooperation, and truth. Important traits for a couple to remember as they embark in marriage, but even 
more so for a community of faith as it seeks to follow the Lord. It also reminds us that love “bears all 
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends.” (1 Corinthians 13:7-8a)

So, in keeping with the marital theme, this is my vow as we journey the path ahead. I promise to love 
you, to work together with Jesus as the guiding light of my life and the center of all we strive to do, even 
knowing that I will sometimes fail, grateful for God’s grace and forgiveness when I do, and hopeful of 
yours as well. For I am yours and you are mine, thanks be to God! 

INVITE A FRIEND 
TO CHURCH THIS 

SUMMER! 
There is never a better time to 
invite a friend, neighbor or co-

worker to church than during the 
summer.  The Gospel Choir will be 
singing on Sunday, June 3 – always 
a good time to invite a friend.  The 

high quality of the sermons and 
music continue during the summer 

months, and the more relaxed 
atmosphere makes your invitation 
easier.  “Lemonade hour” is more 
relaxed as well.  Think especially 
about friends or neighbors you 
know who have children.  Our 
Sunday School program and 

Children’s Choir will be of great 
interest to them.  

Jot a few names down now and 
invite them to join you at FPCG 

for summer worship this year.  You 
(and they) will be glad you did!

June 23  |  8:30am
Men’s 
Breakfast

Fellowship, a hearty breakfast, and 
our own David Cassie speaking 
about his experiences in Cuba. See 
you there!



page 2 The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

Windows is a publication of The 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Germantown.

For questions regarding the 
information published here 
or to submit content, please 
contact the church office or email 
fpcgWindows@gmail.com.

Editor:  
Deborah Thompson

Contributors:  
Lois Nafziger-Bethea, Joe Leube, 
Jim Thompson, F. Anthony 
Thurman

Design and Layout:  
Kristin Puls of Mountain Paper 
www.mountainpaper.com

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

Sundays 10am-11am

Everyone is invited to worship, 
study, and enjoy friendships at 
The First Presbyterian Church 
in Germantown. There are 
service, outreach, and fellowship 
opportunities in abundance. In 
addition to weekly and monthly 
scheduled services and activities, 
visit our Special Events web 
pages for more information about 
other ways to participate.

To learn more, please e-mail  
FPCG.Germantown 

@gmail.com  
or call the church office at 

215-843-8811.

My Pre 223rd General Assembly 
Contina Lundy

Can someone be excited and overwhelmed at the same time? I am not 
sure, but I think those are the emotions I am feeling right now.   Even 
though I have been trained by Executive Presbyter Ruth Santana-Grace 
and our own Kevin Porter and met the other commissioners last Saturday 
May 12th, I am still in awe at the assignment in front of me. God has 
challenged me on many levels of my life this past year. From moderating 
the Pastor Nominating Committee to Kevin's gentle urging of "you need 
to do this and nominate yourself for General Assembly." I have simply 
been amazed at God's response to me. God has continually sent people 
into my life that have spoken about the gifts that I have that have brought 
me to this endeavor. I have since learned my committee assignment for 

#GA223 which is The Way Forward. I am told that it is 
a very important committee with tons of decisions to 
be made for and about the future of the PCUSA. Still 
as concerned as I am, I know I am not alone. I know 
my God is there with me, and I am confident that I will 
serve God's people well. I ask for your prayers as I sit 
at the table with other commissioners later this month 
and discuss the future of our church.

June 16-23, 2018
223rd General  
Assembly of the  
PC(USA)
St. Louis, MO

JOIN COMMONWEALTH YOUTHCHOIRS AT OUR SPRING CONCERTS 
We encourage you to join us for our Spring Concert Season. 

Pennsylvania Girlchoir Motet Recital
Saturday, June 2, 2018—7pm
Unitarian Society of Germantown

Keystone State Boychoir Grad Concert
Sunday, June 3, 2018—5pm 
First Presbyterian Church of Germantown

Brahms! Bernstein! Bon Voyage!
Sunday, June 17, 2018—7pm 
Featuring Brahms’ Liebeslieder and Bernstein’s  
Chichester Psalms
Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts

TICKETS 

$15-$40

Purchase online:  
www.cychoirs.org

 or stop by the 
Commonwealth 

Youthchoirs offices 
in FPCG 

Tuesday - Friday, 
9:30am - 5pm. 

ATTENTION!  
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!

If you are an entering college freshman or 
continuing your post-secondary education 
(two-year or four-year college, trade school 

or graduate school), please complete an 
application for one of FPCG’s scholarships.  

Applications are available and can be found on 
the literature table. Deadline is June 30, 2018.

JUNE CHALLENGE 
OFFERING:

Friends of Vernon Park
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PUERTO RICO WORK TRIP UPDATE
Christian Heyer-Rivera

Fundraising efforts are well underway, and here 
is where we are relative to our trip to Anasco, 
Puerto Rico on July 21st through the 29th.  We 
have 22 participants committed to putting their 
hands and hearts to join us on this trip.  Of 
those 22 members, 17 participants are from our 
congregation (Christian, Sheila, Emanuel, and 
Elisa Heyer-Rivera, Annie Kotto and Danielle 
Ohemeng; Marc DiNardo; Andrea and Joshua 
Overton; Jason, Rosemary, Sienna and Sol 
Williams; Sara and Jasmine Greene, Leah and 
Emery Hood), 4 participants are joining us as 
part of Annie Kotto's medical team (Anne-
Marie Cadet, Kathy-Ann Cadet, Erica Gayle, and 
Matthew Sewell), and one friend of the Heyer-
Rivera's (Jay Burkholder) who has an extensive 
background in both counseling and construction 
(what a combination!).

While we began to plan our trip in partnership 
with The First Presbyterian Church in Anasco, 
who offered to coordinate our worksites, meals, 
and house us during our time, the church in 
Anasco has since been designated as one of 
three official Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
(PDA) sites on the island.  We will now be 
moving forward with PDA coordinating our 
worksites throughout our time in Puerto Rico. 
With housing, meals and worksite coordination 
in reliable hands, we have turned our attention to 
raising funds for the trip. 

A GoFundMe account has been established for 
donations from friends and family to support the 
trip. To date the account has raised $4500. In 
addition, around $12,000 have been raised from 
donations for the trip that include travel credits 
donated and donations addressed directly to 
the church.  We have also held three fundraisers. 
In April we hosted a children's clothing sale 
that raised over $400. On May 12th, we hosted 
a community booth at a local festival here in 

Germantown where we sold Puerto Rican coffee by the cup and bag, painted the faces of those 
willing to donate, and sold handmade hot/cold lumbar packs created by our own Anne Reisse. The 
Festival brought in an additional $300. The following day on May 13th we finished our Mother's Day 
flower and baked good sale which brought in an additional $500. 

Continue to pray for our planning, as we turn more of our attention to strengthen the team 
mentality among our participants, all while tightening up small details for the trip along with 
finishing up our few remaining fundraisers. A special thank you to those who have supported this 
effort through words of encouragement, help with fundraisers, and generosity in financial support.  
While our traveling group is 22 participants, it is clear that this trip to help Puerto Rico is coming 
out an FPCG and Germantown community's concerted effort!

A GoFundMe account 
has been established 

for donations from 
friends and family to 
support the trip. To 

date the account has 
raised $4500.

Striking poses  for the camera

Some like their java iced

Puerto Rican coffee for purchase, but the smiles 
are free. 

An adorable customer getting her face painted.
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After four months into 2018, pledges are in line for four months.  Your financial commitment is 
essential to our financial success.  To date you have been very diligent in keeping up your pledge 
which is very much appreciated.

Expenses are running slightly ahead of what you might expect for four months.  However, as we move 
into warmer months some of our utilities should decrease.  We continue to have major maintenance 
expenses, which are necessary in order to keep our building in safe and good working order. 

Birthdays

Wish these members a happy 
birthday next time you see them!

June
4  John Roberts

5  Allison Seed

9  Maya Clever 

10  Gail Hill 

14  Norma Kilson

22  Catherine (Kit) Clever

23  Sylvia Clark

25  David Wolford

26  Elizabeth Young

27  Jason Williams

30  Ian Burton

CONGREGATIONAL GIVING 
$ 112,004

EXPENSES 
$ 266,0982

FINANCIAL INFO TO DATE
Joseph Leube

The mission of the First 
Presbyterian Church in 

Germantown is to reflect 
the loving presence of 

Christ in Germantown as 
we serve others faithfully, 

worship God joyfully, 
and share life together in 
a diverse and generous 

community.

STEWARDSHIP
Jim Thompson

Winston Churchill reportedly said that “we make a living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we give.” According to Churchill then, our lives are defined less by what we 
have gotten, and more by what we give away. 

As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get more from giving than we do from simply getting. 
For giving softens our hearts and frees us from the grip which the worries of this world and making 
a living has on us. For when we are singularly focused on making a living, we are singularly focused 
on what we get. That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of our lives—our relationships with 
friends and family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking 
the question—How can I be a friend, family member, neighbor, and servant to others—to asking the 
question—what have they done for me lately? We become more selfish instead of selfless. 

But when we give, we do not have less, we have more because when we give we join in the bond of 
friendship and family, the bond of service to those around us out of love for them. And love is the fulfillment 
of the Law. It is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love. Thus, we are reflecting the divine nature. 

As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).

Items for next 
Windows due 

June 15. Submit to 
fpcgWindows 
@gmail.com.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL YOUTH 
GROUP AND PENTECOST
Christian Heyer-Rivera

Did you know our elementary school youth group participants 
were instrumental in helping create our Pentecost pinwheel 
exhibition/invitation? From assembling each pinwheel to 
placing tags with a Pentecost message and invitation to our 
church worship service on each pinwheel, our members in 
kindergarten through fifth grade put their hands and hearts 
to work to help this vision become a reality.  Our thanks to 
Rev. Rebecca and the team of adults who planned and included 
our young people in this beautiful, meaningful and inviting 
celebration of the eternal presence of the Holy Spirit and the 
Spirit's empowerment of the Body of Christ in our witness in 
and to the world made first known at Pentecost! 
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FROM THE CHOIR LOFT
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director

THANK YOU

As the church program year comes to an end, I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all 
those who have participated in our music ministry program this year. Psalms 150 calls us to 
praise the Lord in his sanctuary with the trumpet, harp, lyre, timbrel, dancing, strings, pipe, and 
cymbals. This we have done with dedication and enthusiasm! For all those who have inspired 
us each week through hymns, psalms, and spirituals songs, especially:

Evelyn Santiago, the Children’s Choir, and Voices and Bronze, Thank you.

Sara Carter-Blanford and Gospel Choir, Thank you.

Section Leaders and members of the Chancel Choir, Thank you.

Oratorio Choir & Orchestra, and pianists Ted Barr and Gayle Martin, Thank you.

The Congregation, the voice of First Church, Thank you.

Praise the Lord. 

Praise God in his sanctuary;

praise him in his mighty 
heavens.

Praise him for his acts of power;

praise him for his surpassing 
greatness.

Praise him with the sounding of 
the trumpet,

praise him with the harp and 
lyre,

praise him with timbrel and 
dancing,

praise him with the strings and 
pipe,

praise him with the clash of 
cymbals,

praise him with resounding 
cymbals.

Let everything that has breath 
praise the Lord.

praise the Lord. 

~ PS. 150

To participate, please e-mail 
music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com

or call the church office at 215-843-8811

SUMMER MUSIC

Over the summer months, there will be 
opportunities for vocal soloists and ensembles 
as well as instrumentalists to offer their gifts 
in worship. 

Sunday, June 17
Father’s Day 
Men’s Chorus

On Sunday, June 17, we invite the 
men from the congregation to 
unite their voices in a Father’s Day 
Men’s Chorus. Rehearsals will be on 
Sunday, June 10, from 11:30-12:30 
and Sunday, June 17 from 9-9:30  
in the Sanctuary.

June 23  |  11am - 5pm
Kimmel Center Organ 
Day Men’s Chorus

The Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts 
and the Philadelphia Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists (AGO) will present the 
Eighth Annual Organ Day, a six-hour marathon 
of FREE organ music performed on the 
Fred J. Cooper Memorial Organ on June 23. 
Audiences of all ages are invited to explore 
“Fred,” the largest mechanical pipe organ in 
a concert venue in the United States, through 
a diverse line-up of programming tailored 
to include something for everyone. FPCG’s 
Music Director will be accompanying the 
Opera Philadelphia chorus in a performance 
of Bernstein’s Chichester Psalms and other 
works at 1:15 p.m. For more information, visit 
www.kimmelcenter.org.

FREEDOM SCHOOL IS COMING!
June 25-August 10, 2018

First Church will once again open its doors  
and space to 50 school aged children and  
an amazing staff for 2018!

June 25 - Aug 10 
8am - 3pm
Freedom School 2018

 Drop off as early as 7:30am

 Pick up by 6pm

 Breakfast and lunch provided

 Age-appropriate daily lessons of  
     reading, conflict resolution and  
     social action

READERS NEEDED!  
If you can spare 45 

minutes of your time 
during a morning 

session to read a favorite 
children's book, contact:

Melvin Brown 
 mellymelv215 
@gmail.com

or
Contina Lundy 

freedomschoolfpcg 
@gmail.com
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35 West Chelten Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19144

phone 
215.843.8811

fax 
888.333.5032
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D E L I V E R  T O :

Anderson, Laurie Halse. 
Independent Dames: What 
You Never Knew About 
the Women and Girls of 
the American Revolution. 
Illustrated by Matt Faulkner. 
Simon & Schuster, 2008

Bryant, Jen. Six Dots: A 
Story of Young Louis Braille. 
Illustrated by Boris Kulikov. 
Viking, 2016.

Clark-Robinson, Monica.  
Let the Children March.  
Illustrated by Frank Morrison.  
HMH, 2018.

Cousteau, Philippe & Deborah 
Hopkinson.  Follow the Moon 
Home: A Tale of One Idea, 
Twenty Kids, and a Hundred 
Sea Turtles.  Illustrated by 
Meilo So.  Chronicle Books, 
2016.

Freedman, Russell.  We Will 
Not Be Silent: The White Rose 
Student Resistance Movement 
that Defied Adolf Hitler.  
Clarion, 2016. *

Frier, Raphaële.  Malala: 
Activist for Girls' Education.  
Illustrated by Aurélia Fronty.  
Charlesbridge, 2017.

Hood, Susan. Ada's Violin: 
The Story of the Recycled 
Orchestra of Paraguay.  
Illustrated by Sally Wern 
Comport.  Simon & Schuster, 
2016.

Hood, Susan. Shaking 
Things Up: 14 Young Women 
Who Changed the World.  
HarperCollins, 2018.

Hoose, Phillip.  We Were 
There, Too! Young People in 
U.S. History.  FSG, 2001. *

Kamkwamba, William & 
Bryan Mealer. The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind. Pictures 
by Elizabeth Zunon. Dial, 2012.

Kanefield, Teri. The Girl from 
the Tarpaper School: Barbara 
Rose Johns and the Advent 
of the Civil Rights Movement.  
Abrams, 2014. *

Levinson, Cynthia.  We've Got 
a Job: The 1963 Birmingham 
Children's March. Peachtree, 
2012. *

Levinson, Cynthia. The 
Youngest Marcher: The Story 
of Audrey Faye Hendricks, a 
Young Civil Rights Activist. 
Illustrated by Vanessa 
Brantley. Atheneum, 2017.

Lowery, Lynda B. (with Elspeth 
Leacock &Susan Buckley). 
Turning 15 on the Road to 
Freedom: My Story of the 1965 
Selma Voting Rights March. 
Dial, 2015. *

Markel, Michelle B. Brave 
Girl: Clara and the Shirtwaist 
Makers' Strike of 1909. 
Illustrated by Melissa Sweet.  
Blazer + Bray, 2013.

Thompson, Laurie Ann. 
Emmanuel’s Dream: The True 
Story of Emmanuel Ofosu 
Yeboah. Illustrated by Sean 
Qualls. Schwartz & Wade, 
2015.

In cities across the US, over 
2,000,000 youth and their 

supporters participated 
in the March for Our Lives 

protest against gun violence.  
Many adults, unfamiliar with 

history, were impressed 
with these young activists 
(and indeed they should.). 
However, history abounds 
with examples of young 

people leading the fight for 
freedom and social justice. 

This month’s column features 
books about young people 

(ages 9-21) successfully 
making a difference in the 

world.  Asterisks mark titles 
for advanced or older readers. 

Happy Reading!

CHILDREN’S 
BOOK SPOT
Youth Activism

by Deborah Thompson


