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Minister’s Message
by Rev. Rebecca Segers
“You can’t conceive, my child, nor can I or anyone, the appalling
strangeness of the mercy of God.”
~ Graham Greene
I am so happy. I am excited to embark on this new adventure—being called
to First Presbyterian Church in Germantown. I am thrilled to be living just
a few blocks south, a mere twelve-minute walk (no matter what Google
maps says) away on Greene Street. I am delighted to have met many of you
and am encouraged by your warm welcome.
Lent doesn’t seem like the time to admit happiness. Lent is when we
journey with Jesus to the cross, and perhaps, if we are committed – and
lucky – we can acknowledge and grow through the wilderness in our own
lives. We face the challenges and fears in front of us, and recognize that
we are not alone, but the loving God of the universe is traveling with us. At
least that is how we see it traditionally.
But Lent is not only about wilderness. The word comes from the Old
English lengten and literally means spring, the lengthening of the daylight hours. So while Lent is a
time we are called to face the wilderness, it is also a time during which we’re traveling toward new life;
toward Light; toward Resurrection. Everyone wants that. Our churches are filled on Easter Sunday.
Easter is the party; Lent is the setting up for it. Lent is devoted to preparing our hearts, minds, and
spirits to be surprised by joy.

EASTER
OFFERING
Every year the Christian
calendar brings us to
the season of Holy
Week, and the drama
of crucifixion leading to
resurrection renews our
focus. Costly love is writ
large in this story, but
the story emphatically
shows that costly love
is also conquering love.
Love defeats hate, and life

As a former actor, I know how hard it is to act surprised when you know something is coming. We come to
the party on Easter, but no matter how much fun it is, it’s nothing we haven’t experienced before. Perhaps
if we used this Lenten period to truly prepare, to notice the signs, to appreciate the challenges and the joys
in our lives as well as in the biblical story, we might more fully experience the Easter miracle.

proves stronger than death

The truth is, life isn’t all triumph and it isn’t all trouble. It is instead a complicated mix of the two. I
moved into my new home on Tuesday, February 6th after having all my belongings moved out of my
previous dwelling the day before. I spent the night at a friend’s house after safely lodging my three
cats at the new house, complete with food, water, litter, and cat beds. They seemed fine when I left, but
when I returned the next morning – the day all my belongings would arrive – the youngest was lying at
the foot of the stairs stretched out as though lolling in the sun, dead. I was horrified. I was bereft. I felt
guilty. I didn’t know what to do. I didn’t even have a box to put him in, nor know what to do with his
little body. Meanwhile, the movers were to arrive within the hour.

Our custom has been to

I called the church. Terry and Lois worked out a plan that included a box and a trip to a local animal
care center for cremation. It was all taken care of all with grace and dignity and support, but my
thrilling moving day was overshadowed. Death and new life intermarried and intermingled.
This is the way God works, I believe. In community. In ways bizarre and unimaginable. In appalling
strangeness. In crucifixion and resurrection. Over and over and over again. All we have to do is show up
for it. That’s really not so much to ask, is it?
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as resurrection breaks the
bonds of the grave.

ask for a special gift to the
church during this season.
Your gift enables the
many ministries of care to
continue to touch the lives
of our neighbors. In your
giving, love is made real.
WOULD YOU CONSIDER
A SPECIAL GIFT TO FPC
IN GERMANTOWN AS A
PART OF OUR EASTER
CELEBRATION?
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FINANCIAL INFORMATION

STEWARDSHIP
Gifts Given and Given Gladly

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays 10am-11am
Everyone is invited to worship,
study, and enjoy friendships at
The First Presbyterian Church
in Germantown. There are
service, outreach, and fellowship
opportunities in abundance. In
addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities,
visit our Special Events web
pages for more information about
other ways to participate.

To learn more, please e-mail
FPCG.Germantown
@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.

Windows is a publication of The
First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown.
For questions regarding the
information published here
or to submit content, please
contact the church office or email
fpcgWindows@gmail.com.
Editor:
Deborah Thompson
Contributors:
Lois Nafziger-Bethea, Joe Leube,
Jim Thompson, F. Anthony
Thurman
Design and Layout:
Kristin Puls of Mountain Paper
www.mountainpaper.com

page 2

As reported last month the preliminary results
for 2017 were income over expenses of $22,537.
Some of this surplus will be used as income
for 2018; the balance will serve as a reserve for
2018 operations. We were able to reduce our
expenditures over the planned amounts due to
the careful oversight of our various committees.
At this point it is too early to assess 2018 results
but by the next Windows issue we should have the
first two months to announce.
The Administration & Finance Committee has
prepared a revised 2018 budget which reflects
necessary changes since the preliminary 2018 was
approved last November. This balanced budget,
with total income and expenses close to the prior
budget, will be presented to Session in March.
Many thanks to all of you who continue to support
our church through your financial commitments.

We are grateful to the many families who
have made a financial commitment to
support the First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown (FPCG) for 2018. Presently
we have received pledge commitments
and contributor indications reflecting
97.4% of our goal. Acknowledgement
letters have been sent to all who have
pledged.
Giving statements for 2017, including a
personalized letter, have been sent to all
who made financial gifts to our church in
2017.
Thank you for being such a vital part of
the FPCG community. We look forward
to your enthusiastic participation in this
year, 2018.

EASTER MEMORIAL LILIES IN THE SANCTUARY
If you would like to give Easter lilies in memory or honor of families and/or
friends (with names to be included in the worship bulletin), please send those
names and your check (payable to FPCG) to the church office. Each
memorial is $15 “per line.” As is our custom, the flowers will be
delivered on Easter to the sick and shut-in of our congregation

Listings will be accepted until Sunday, March 25.

INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH DURING LENT
There is never a better time to invite a friend, neighbor or co-worker to church
than during Lent and Holy Week. For families with children and friends of all
ages, our annual Easter Festival on Saturday, March 31 is a great opportunity
to introduce others to our church. Special worship services include Palm
Sunday on March 25 and Easter on April 1. Special music on Easter will
include trumpet, timpani and the Gospel Choir in addition to a special anthem
by our Chancel Choir. Please think of those who would be blessed by an
invitation from you and talk with them soon about joining you at FPCG for
Lent and Holy Week this year. You (and they) will be glad you did!
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Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry
Did you know that GACM is a Neighborhood Energy Center? GACM has been
designated as a site to take applications for the Solarize Philadelphia program.
Solarize Philadelphia is looking for 45 homes in the city to participate in the
project that will subsidize and install solar panels for homeowners. The cost for
qualifying homeowners is only $50/month and that includes all the energy costs.
The participants in last year's Thrive Program all received computers from the City of Philadelphia.
The connection for this program and the Thrive participants came through a Freedom School parent proving the accuracy of the old adage: it's all about who you know. You may remember that the Thrive
Program was started by a volunteer at the Crisis Ministry.
Here are some quotes from Thrive participants from the most recent program.

Thrive has helped me...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

VITAL STATISTICS
After more than 60 years at FPCG
Linda and Wayne Swift have
transferred their membership to
Christ Church of Longboat Key
Presbyterian (USA) in Longboat
Key, Florida. He shared these
thoughts in print:
"We have many fond memories

To gain confidence
With decision making
With financial management
With my computer skills (and then I bought myself a laptop)
To stand up for myself
To exercise and eat better
To stay motivated and keep looking for work; now my daughter and I have both found jobs
To get motivated to start CDL training
To put myself first
To have a sense of control over my life
With the direction I needed
To take out a life insurance policy
To deal better with friends and family

over these six decades. Our
four children attended Sunday
School and were all baptized
in the church. Three of four
marriage ceremonies and
all nine grandchildren were
baptized in the church's
beautiful sanctuary. We
remember the Christian
fellowship with our many
friend - past and present - over
these six decades."
They wish all the best for First
Church as we welcome Rev.

Thrive is starting again! Call Marian at 215-843-2340 to sign up.

Rebecca Segers to our church.
This revived column is to
inform members and friends of
FPCG of changes in our church
family—births, deaths, new jobs,
retirements, changes of address,

ANIMATE!

email addresses, phone numbers,

Searching for a different Sunday School experience? Animate might be
just what you are looking for! This seven-week series is designed to be a
unique way of digging into some of the questions we all have about faith and
spirituality:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is God real?
Can we be spiritual without being religious?
What is salvation?
Why read the Bible?
What was Jesus up to?
What really happened on the cross?
What does it mean to be the church?

Maybe you have been asking these questions for a while. Maybe you have never thought
about them. Either way, are you interested? We meet every Sunday after Coffee Hour and
Mondays at 5:00 p.m.
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and new members joining or
long-time members moving away.
Thanks, Jim (Thompson) for this
excellent suggestion.

If you have vital statistics
to report, please send an
email with the information
included or attached to:
fpcgwindows@gmail.com
The deadline this column is
the same as for each month’s
deadline for Window.
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Birthdays
Wish these members a happy
birthday next time you see them!

March
2 Irene Overton
3 Duane Horne
4 Francina Carroll
7 C. Wesley Reisse

Newly Renovated Youth Lounge
Provides a Warm and Welcoming
Space for the Drop-in Center

7 Rosemary Walkenhorst
10 Sally McCord-Amasis
14 Ted Walkenhorst
17 Randolph Clever
19 Emanuel Heyer-Rivera
20 Leslie Burton
20 Alexander Deas
21 Bert Aiken
21 Mark McCord-Amasis
25 Peter Hill
26 Tyrone Burton
27 Soren Hood

Items for next
Windows due
March 14. Submit to
fpcgWindows
@gmail.com.

The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church in
Germantown is to reflect
the loving presence of
Christ in Germantown as
we serve others faithfully,
worship God joyfully,
and share life together in
a diverse and generous
community.
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Since the grand re-opening of the Youth Lounge in January, the youth of FPCG and
from the greater Germantown neighborhood have enjoyed “just hanging out” there.
Again, many thanks to those who generously donated to support the renovations and
updating of the space.
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FROM THE CHOIR LOFT
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director
SPRING CONCERT
Sunday, March 18 | 4pm

BELL RINGERS NEEDED

The Germantown Oratorio Choir, under the direction of F. Anthony
Thurman, will perform the Brahms Requiem on Sunday, March 18, at 4
p.m., with pianists Gayle Martin and Ted Barr performing on the ninefoot Linda Leube Memorial Concert Piano. Featured soloists will be
Evelyn Santiago, soprano, and Robert Phillips, baritone. This concert
will commemorate the 150th anniversary of the first performance of the
complete work in Bremen Cathedral in 1868. Also included on the spring
concert program is the ravishingly beautiful Alto Rhapsody, which will be
performed by mezzo-soprano Margaret Mezzacappa, pianist Gayle Martin,
and the gentlemen from the Oratorio Choir. The Spring Concert will be
Internet livestreamed for those unable to attend. For more information,
call 212-843-8811 or e-mail music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com.
Please consider supporting this concert by making a tax-deductible
contribution to the First Church Music Opportunity Fund.

Monday, March 5, 7:30pm

MARCH CHALLENGE
OFFERING:
Keep a Child Alive

Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 7:45 p.m. in the Choir
Room. Faithful attendance is required.
The ability to read music is helpful; assistance/mentoring
will be gladly offered to those interested who have no
previous bell choir experience.
The bell choir is scheduled to play during worship on
April 8 (Sunday after Easter), and May 13 (Mother’s Day).

For more information or to participate, email:
escoqui@msn.com

ORGAN REPAIRS

Spring Concert Preview

Cathedral Hall
A preview of the concert will be
given to the residents of Cathedral
Village on Monday, March 5, at 7:30
p.m., in Cathedral Hall. Selections
from the Requiem and Alto
Rhapsody will be performed by
Evelyn, Margaret, Gayle, and Ted.

Voices in Bronze, our handbell choir directed by Evelyn
Santiago, has several positions to fill in order to keep our
full set of bells sounding in worship.

Our organ curators are working as quickly as possible to
repair small problems as well as larger, more complicated
repairs and restoration of the organ.

J Brahms, c. 1866

For more information,
contact Chris Scott:
cscottjr@gmail.com

At present, we are undergoing a complete restoration of
the East Chancel Organ. These pipes were removed last
fall so that interior plaster walls could be repaired and
repainted following a roof leak. Last month, the wind
chest actions in this part of the organ were removed for
restoration. We hope to have all pipes and two-thirds
of the actions in the East Chancel Organ to be fully
operational again by Easter. The McLean Memorial Pipe
Organ will reach its centenary of service to our church
and community in 2019.

IT IS TAX SEASON! Germantown
Avenue Crisis Ministry (GACM) is
offering tax preparation services
for taxpayers earning less than
$65,000. Volunteers are available
on Wednesday mornings at the
GACM.
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CHILDREN’S
BOOK SPOT

The Women of STEM
by Deborah Thompson

This Women’s History
Month column focuses
on books about women
who have excelled in
the areas of science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics (thus
the acronym STEM). If
you have not had time to
read the adult version of
Hidden Figures or seen
the movie, check out the
informative picture book
version of the title. Titles
for older or advanced
readers are marked
with asterisks. Happy
Reading!

Ahmed, Roda. Mae Among
the Stars. Illustrated
by Stacia Burrington.
HarperCollins, 2018.

Mosca, Julia Finley. The Doctor
with the Eye for Eyes: The Story of
Dr. Patricia Bath. Illustrated Daniel
Rieley. Innovation Press, 2017.

Burleigh, Robert. Look Up!
Henrietta Leavitt, Pioneering
Woman Astronomer. Illustrated
by Raúl Colón. Simon &
Schuster, 2013.

Nivola, Claire A. Life in
the Ocean: The Story of
Oceanographer Sylvia Earle.
FSG, 2012.

Burleigh, Robert. Solving the
Puzzle Under the Sea: Marie
Tharp Maps the Ocean Floor.
Illustrated by Raúl Colón.
Simon & Schuster, 2016.
Lang, Heather. Swimming
with the Sharks: The Daring
Discoveries of Eugenia Clark.
Illustrated by Jordi Solano.
Albert Whitman, 2016.
Lawlor, Laurie. Super
Women: Six Scientists Who
Changed the World.
Holiday House, 2017. *

O’Shaughnessy, Tam. Sally
Ride: A Photobiography of
America’s Pioneering Woman in
Space. Roaring Brook, 2015.*
Prévot, Franck. Wangari
Maathai: The Woman Who
Planted Millions of Trees.
Illustrated by Aurélia Fronty.
Charlesbridge, 2015.
Robinson, Fiona. Ada’s Ideas:
The Story of Ada Lovelace,
the World’s First Computer
Programmer. Abrams, 2016.
Shetterly, Margot Lee. Hidden
Figures: The True Story of Four
Black Women and the Space
Race. Illustrated by Laura
Freeman. HarperCollins, 2018.

DELIVER TO:

THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN

35 West Chelten Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19144
phone

215.843.8811
fax

888.333.5032
info@fpcgermantown.org
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Stone, Tanya Lee. Almost
Astronauts: 13 Women Who
Dared to Dream. Candlewick,
2009.*
Swinburne, Stephen R. Sea
Turtle Scientist. Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt, 2014.*
Van Fleet. Carmella & Dr.
Kathleen Sullivan. To the Stars!
The First American Woman to
Walk in Space. Illustrated by
Nicole Wong. Charlesbridge,
2016.
Wallmark, Laurie. Grace
Hopper: Queen of Computer
Code. Illustrated by Katy Wu.
Sterling Children’s Books, 2017.
Winter, Jeanette. The World Is
Not a Rectangle: A Portrait of
Architect Zaha Hadid. Beach
Lane, 2017.

