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Message from the Minister
by Rev. Rebecca Segers
Dear Friends of FPC in Germantown,
I was raised in a military family with a mother who
loved theater, so the only music in our house was John
Philip Sousa marches and Broadway musicals, heard on
long-playing vinyl discs spun on a turntable inside a huge
decorative piece of wood furniture that my mother still
has sitting in her living room in Arkansas.
Perhaps because of my Army brat heritage, moving from
town to town every few months or years, I loved the song “Getting to Know You” from
The King and I. There are lyrics from it that keep coming to me as I prepare to move
to Germantown: “Getting to know you, getting to know all about you; Getting to like
you; getting to hope you like me. Haven’t you noticed, suddenly I’m bright and breezy?
Because of all the beautiful and new, Things I’m learning about you, Day by day.”
I am so looking forward to getting to know each and every one of you! My favorite
theological conundrum is the Trinity: God in relationship with Godself longing to be in
relationship with us. I long not only to continue my own personal faith journey, but to
be in relationship with you, as we travel that path together.
I have a few ideas about how to encourage the building of our relationships,
individually and corporately, but am open to other suggestions as well. I plan to:
1. Get together with individuals or families twice a week throughout the year – for
dinner, coffee, brunch, whatever you choose. Once I’m officially on the clock, you
will be able to call the office and schedule a time for us to share, at your home, in
a coffee shop, at the office, whatever is most comfortable for you.
2. Host Dinner for Eight at my home on the last Sunday of the month throughout
2018. (Really for 7, since I count as 1!) There will be an opportunity to sign up for
those meals, and a request that you only attend once until all who would like to
participate have had an opportunity.
3. Be at a local coffee shop or bookstore (perhaps Uncle Bobbie’s?) every Thursday
morning from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., reading and doing research for my Sunday
sermon, but with an open invitation to anyone and everyone who would like to
chat to join me at his or her convenience.
I am so excited about getting to know you and look forward to moving into this new
season in the life and ministry of First Pres. I can’t wait to see how God will use us to
further the coming of the kingdom together!

GETTING TO KNOW OUR NEW
MINISTER—A MINI BIOGRAPHY
Born in Alabama, but raised an Army brat in five
additional states plus Germany.
The eldest of three: a sister, Betsy, who lives
in Fayetteville, AR, and a brother, Bo, and his
wife Debbie, and their two children, who live in
Nashville.
Additional important family members: her mother,
Gail; Betsy's children: Matthew and his wife Mollie,
and their three girls, Harlow, Elizabeth, and Isla;
Ashley and her husband Austin, and their son,
Hendrix. (Rebecca was blessed to perform the
marriages of both her nephew and niece and
treasures the honor.)
A cradle Presbyterian, active in Sunday school, youth
group, and Christian education throughout her life.
An avid and relatively indiscriminate reader who
usually has at least five books going at any given
time: currently Kathleen Norris's Amazing Grace,
Mark Bowden's Hue 1968, Eka Kurniawan's Beauty Is
a Wound, Madeleine L'Engle's A Wrinkle in Time, and
the Annotated African American Folk Tales Anthology
edited by Henry Louis Gates Jr. and Maria Tatar.
A lover of all things cultural: museums, theater,
dance, music, and very excited to be moving to
Germantown in the city of Philadelphia, where
there is culture and history galore.
Worked in theater, television, and film, primarily
as an actress, but also as a singer, dancer, and
choreographer.
Mother to Grace, quite simply the best and
brightest daughter on the planet, a recent Summa
cum Laude graduate of Tufts University in Boston,
and a currently digital reporter for City & State
magazine in New York City.
Finally—B.A. in Theater Arts
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MEET RAYMOND JOHNSON
by Ted Walkenhorst

Raymond is the newest member of our church family, having been
welcomed by the Session on December 6, 2017 and received by
the congregation on December 10. Raymond has been active
at the church for the last three years, helping in the kitchen and
volunteering with the Crisis Ministry.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Sundays 10am-11am
Everyone is invited to worship,
study, and enjoy friendships at
The First Presbyterian Church
in Germantown. There are
service, outreach, and fellowship
opportunities in abundance. In
addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities,
visit our Special Events web
pages for more information about
other ways to participate.

To learn more, please e-mail
FPCG.Germantown
@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.

Windows is a publication of The
First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown.
For questions regarding the
information published here
or to submit content, please
contact the church office or email
fpcgWindows@gmail.com.
Editor:
Deborah Thompson
Contributors:
Lois Nafziger-Bethea, Joe Leube,
Jim Thompson, F. Anthony
Thurman
Design and Layout:
Kristin Puls of Mountain Paper
www.mountainpaper.com
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Raymond says there are several things he’d like church members
to know about him. First, he loves helping others, as he recalls
Raymond Johnson, new
the help he received years ago when he was homeless and living
member.
in the Broad Street subway concourse. Second, he loves to cook,
a skill he developed while working for Drexel University and
Temple Hospital (ask him about his stuffed meatloaf recipe!). Third, Raymond is unashamed to
explain that he did not learn to read until the age of 50. He encourages everyone to adopt the
philosophy he applied to learning to read: “You can to anything you want to do. Age should
never limit your ambitions.”
Many of you know Raymond already, as he is a fixture around the kitchen and Longstreth. If
you haven’t met Raymond yet, please take the first opportunity to do so. Welcome to FPCG,
Raymond!

Greeting to FPCG from
Carl Dambman
In a beautiful Christmas card to our church, Carl
Dambman of Athletes in Action (AIA) wrote:
Dear Friends at 1st Church Germantown –
Carl just returned from 3 weeks travel in Eurasia. So
encouraging seeing the younger generation lead the
sports ministry movement.
Thank you for the continuing financial support. Praying
for the church as you celebrate Christmas and move on
to 2018.

Carl and Noreen Dambman
were the beneficiaries of
the August 2017 Challenge
Offering. They have been with
AIA for over 40 years. They
have a special relationship
with First Church as Carl’s late
parents were active long-time
members.
More information on their
ministry can be found at
give.cru.org/0007991.

Carl & Noreen Dambman

YOUTH LOUNGE DEDICATION
On Sunday, January 28, 2018 we dedicated the
newly renovated Youth Lounge during a special
coffee hour. The youth chose the menu: pigs
in a blanket, celery and peanut butter, apple
slices and donut holes. Christian Heyer-Rivera
led a dedication litany. The youth gave guided
tours and we all enjoyed cake. On the way
home from church, one youngster exclaimed to
his parents: "I love the new youth lounge. Can
we go to church everyday?”
We thank God for our renovated Youth Lounge,
January 2018
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Asher’s Legacy: CY
Remembers Jack
Sat, March 3 | 7:30pm

First Annual
Scholarship Concert
Asher’s Chocolate is only the start of Jack Asher’s legacy.
Of course, a big part of it is both FPCG and Keystone State
Boychoir (KSB). Jack Asher was the founding Board Chair
of KSB, what would eventually become Commonwealth
Youthchoirs (CY). Today, 600 young people sing in six different
programs in Pennsylvania and New Jersey as part of the
region’s largest - and one of the country’s finest - youth choral
arts organizations. It all began with Jack at the helm.

THRIVE!
THRIVE is an adult education program sponsored by the
Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry (GACM) whose mission is to
help Northwest Philadelphia residents take the steps needed to
move towards self-sufficiency.
The program consists of nine modules and at least one required
coaching session culminating in a certificate of completion at
the graduation ceremony. The modules consist of three sessions
entitled "All About Me" which help participants identify their
strengths and weaknesses, help with decision making and setting
priorities, two sessions entitled Computer Know How, two sessions
entitled Health and Wellness and two sessions entitled Finance
101. The Ministry is in the process of organizing the third THRIVE
program to begin in March 2018. Any interested applicants should
call Marian Kern Bumbaca, the program administrator, or stop in
the GACM office to fill out an application.

On Jack’s birthday, March 3rd, CY will present Asher’s Legacy
- CY Remembers Jack. At this benefit concert, CY will rename
its scholarship fund the “Jack Asher Scholarship Fund.” All
proceeds from the event will support singer scholarships.
Though Jack never played an instrument or sang in a choir,
he had a passion for music because he understood its power
to transform a young person’s life. These were his words, and
they serve as CY’s mission statement. Jack loved organ music
and choral music, so music that involved both, he especially
loved. In his honor, at this concert, young singers from CY
will be joined by the Bratislava Boys Choir and special guest
organist Alessandro Pittorino to present Benjamin Britten’s
Rejoice in the Lamb. We do so in celebration of Jack’s life, and
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the world premiere of this
great work for organ and choir.
Pittorino recently graduated with a Master of Music degree
from The Juilliard School - the very first Australian organ
student to attend the world’s most prestigious conservatory.
Don’t miss the chance to hear an up-and-coming star of the
organ world and hundreds of “Jack’s kids” sing in his honor!
Tickets will go on sale in early February.

Marian Kern Bumbaca:
215-843-2340

FUMCOG COMMUNITY CHESS AFTER
SCHOOL PROGRAM

Got Game? Want to learn how to
play chess or other board games in
an after school program?
We’re starting an After School Program where you can
play chess or other board games for a couple of hours
after school. FUMCOG volunteers will be teaching
chess, checkers, backgammon and mahjong, among
other games. healthy snacks provided.
Thursdays
Location TBD
3:30pm - 6:00pm
$2.00 one time fee

For more details:
ChessClub@Fumcog.org
www.fumcog.org

“The world is indeed full of peril and in it there are many
dark places. But still there is much that is fair. And though
in all lands, love is now mingled with grief, it still grows,
perhaps, the greater.”
-J.R.R. Tolkien

Guest organist Alessandro Pittorino.

For information about the concert and levels of donations:
cychoirs.org/asherslegacy
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Birthdays

FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR 2017
ACTUAL INCOME

Wish these members a happy
birthday next time you see them!

February
1 Elizabeth Drum
3 Andrea Overton
4 F. Louise David
5 Amara McCord-Amasis
8 Herbert Henze
8 Arlene Ricketts
9 Mimi Kotto-Ohemeng
10 Evadney Miller
11 Debbie Ricketts
13 Carolyn Asher
13 Pamela Murray
14 Deborah Thompson
14 Marlene Young
15 Mary Benjamin
15 Faith Wolford
23 Regina Carter
24 Carolyn Ballard-Freeman
25 Shanise Gladden
26 Earl Ball

EXPENSES

$ 791,192

As mentioned above our total expenses for
2017 were $768,656, which was less than
budgeted. This means that 2017 ended the
year with income over expenses of $22,537.
Even with a decrease in our pledge income,
we were able to reduce our expenses due
to the careful oversight of our various
committees. Only Property and Worship and
Music Committees were over budget, all other
committees were under budget.
For 2017, our pledge income was $20,157
below our budgeted pledge income of
$360,000. Our total income from all sources
was $791,192. We took an extra $16,016 from
our endowment to cover our cash flow, but
this was not needed to cover our expenses.
Property was over budget due to the constant
emergency repairs that are necessary to keep
our building safe and usable. Worship and
Music was over budget due to the addition

$ 768,656

of the Children’s Choir and the Handbell
programs, both worthy additions to our
worship experience.
We are very grateful and appreciate all of
the pledges and contributions you made in
2017. Our maintenance expenses on our older
building continue to exceed our budgeted
expectations; there are always expenses that
occur expectantly.
As we look to 2018 and a new pastor
your commitment is essential to the First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown. If you
have not yet pledged for 2018 please do so
at your earliest convenience. Your support is
crucial to our financial health.
Many thanks to all of you who continue to
support your church through your financial
commitments.
- Joe Leube

26 David Corbin

STEWARDSHIP
Gifts Given and Given Gladly

The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church in
Germantown is to reflect
the loving presence of
Christ in Germantown as
we serve others faithfully,
worship God joyfully,
and share life together in
a diverse and generous
community.
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We are grateful to the many families who have made a financial commitment to
support the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown for 2018. In mid-January, as the
deadline for the February Windows occurs, we have received pledge commitments
totaling $245,568 (72.2% of our goal). Additionally, we have contributors who, based
on their prior giving, will add $79,728 (23.4% of our goal). Together this represents
95.6% of our goal but we are still $14,704 short!
In February the Finance & Administration Committee will be reviewing all the income
prospects and the changes necessary since the initial 2018 budget preparation in
late 2017. The committee will work on a final 2017 budget recommendation to be
presented to the Session at their March meeting.
We are blessed by those who continue to give generously, even if they have not yet
submitted a pledge card. Please consider submitting your pledge card soon so we
can plan accordingly for our 2018 ministry. And please remember that we have a
shortfall.
Thank you also to those who are committed to pray and to serve at FPCG; your
prayers, gifts of time, and talents help to make our ministries a beacon of hope for
our congregation, our community and the world.
God has richly blessed the members of First Church and we gratefully anticipate your continuing
year-round generosity to continue our ministry for 2018!
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FROM THE CHOIR LOFT
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director
SPRING CONCERT
Sunday, March 18 | 4pm

BELL RINGERS NEEDED

The Germantown Oratorio Choir, under the direction of
F. Anthony Thurman, will perform the Brahms Requiem
on Sunday, March 18 with pianists Gayle Martin and Ted
Barr. Featured soloists will be Philadelphia Opera’s Evelyn
Santiago, soprano, and Robert Phillips, baritone. This concert
will celebrate the 150th anniversary of the first performance
of the complete work in Bremen Cathedral in 1868.
The Requiem will be performed in English using the
composer’s own arrangement for four-hand piano
accompaniment—often called “The London Version.” What
sets the Brahms Requiem apart from other Requiems is the
text. While a traditional Requiem follows the Catholic liturgy
J Brahms, c. 1866
for a Mass for the dead, Brahms turned to the Lutheran
Bible for his texts rather than using the traditional Latin. The
composer’s stated intention was to create a musical work to comfort the living rather than one
for the souls of the dead. As a result, the Brahms Requiem focuses on faith in the Resurrection
as opposed to fear of the Last Judgement. Although the work bears no dedication from the
composer, it is widely believed that it was inspired by two significant losses in the composer’s life:
the death of his close friend, Robert Schumann in 1856, and that of his mother in 1865. One might
surmise that it was for the comfort of the living composer that the Requiem was written.
Also included on the spring concert program will be the ravishingly beautiful Alto Rhapsody,
performed by mezzo-soprano soloist Margaret Mezzacappa, a grand prize winner of the
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. She will be join by pianist Gayle Martin and the
gentlemen from the Oratorio Choir. Brahms composed the work in 1869 as a wedding gift for
Robert and Clara Schumann’s daughter, Julie. It is based on a text by Goethe.

🎬
The Spring Concert will be Internet
livestreamed for those unable to attend.

For more information:
212-843-8811 or
music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com.

Please consider supporting this concert by making a tax-deductible contribution to the First
Church Music Opportunity Fund.

PARISH VISITOR HEIDI MERCADO-LITTLES WILL BE IN
CHILE FROM JANUARY 10 UNTIL MARCH 9.
If you have any pastoral concerns during her absence
please contact your Deacon or the Church Office.
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Voices in Bronze, our handbell
choir directed by Evelyn Santiago,
has several positions to fill in
order to keep our full set of bells
sounding in worship.
Rehearsals are on Thursdays at
7:45 p.m. in the Choir Room.
Faithful attendance is required.
The ability to read music is
helpful; assistance/mentoring
will be gladly offered to those
interested who have no previous
bell choir experience.

For more information, email:
music.fpcgermantown
@gmail.com

KUDOS TO TONY AND THE
CHOIR
from Dick Liberty
To Tony and the Choir:
the rendition of "Precious
Lord, Take my Hand" at the
offertory today (January
14) was GORGEOUS! The
third verse with the soprano
obbligato got me all mistyeyed. I hope you will sing a
cappella more often. (Not
that I don't love our organ,
but what a beautiful sound
you all make together.)

♥

Items for next
Windows due
Feb 16. Submit to
fpcgWindows
@gmail.com.
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Space Planning Review and Status
by Jim Thompson
Beginning in October 2015 the Space Planning Committee has been working diligently to assess
and plan how we may better utilize our existing facility with the programs now and in the future.
In an effort to think about our building strategically and reimagine how we use the space
(including where programs are located) the Session retained Mark Thompson and Associates to
help us develop a comprehensive space plan (master plan).
The goal of this plan is to steward the gift of our building in ways that reflect the mission of First
Church and help us best love and serve our neighbors in Germantown.

SPRING 2016

MASTER PLAN PREPARED

MID-2017

FIRST PHASE DETERMINED:
Remediate Youth Lounge
Issues
Resolve Gym & Showers
- Safety & Code
Modifications
- Enhance GACM Food
Storage
- Remediate old GACM
space

Sunday Suppers
Tuesdays, 5:30pm
(beginning February 6)
First Church
free of charge
For more information, contact Jackie:
Jackie@sundaysuppersphilly.org
215-203-6364
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By the Spring 2016, resulting from many working sessions that determined space requirements
and creatively about the future of our church, a comprehensive master plan was prepared with
recommendations for how to use the building more efficiently. It will also help us prioritize
much needed projects to the various systems (heating, cooling, electrical, etc.) and provide rough
cost estimates of what it will cost to make renovations.
By mid-2017 it was determined that a possible first phase would involve safety and code
modifications in several areas, relocating CYC offices, enhance GACM food storage capabilities and
relocate CE classrooms. Part of the plan was based on CYC for a longer term (10 year) commitment
for their unique needs, some cost sharing for the modifications and to pay an increased rent.
After review CYC decided that their long-term plans indicate a different space need than this
plan would provide. They will continue to occupy their present space with a few additions and
have committed, with rent schedule, through August 30, 2019.
At this point the focus has shifted to remediating the issues in the Youth Lounge, gym and the
bathroom/shower area near the gym. This project is now completed and was dedicated at the
end of January. The GACM food storage issues and remediation of the basement area formerly
used by the GACM be are next on the project list.
The decision to develop the master plan has been extremely beneficial and has provided a
valuable road map and tool for guiding us to steward the gift of our building in ways that reflect
the mission of First Church and help us best love and serve our neighbors in Germantown.

Sunday Suppers is an organization focused on strengthening the
health and well-being of families through the transformative power
of family meals.
Beginning on February 6, Sunday Suppers, in partnership with the Germantown
Avenue Crisis Ministry and the Philadelphia Interfaith Hospitality Network, will
present a five-month program at First Church that centers around a family meal
of fresh, local and healthy ingredients that are familiar, affordable and accessible.
The evening will begin with a healthy snack, followed by an educational, ageappropriate program or activity.
Depending on the week, the activity could be a talk about nutrition, where and
how to find healthy food that is affordable or an actual cooking class. A full meal
will follow that includes an appetizer and side dishes prepared by participants.
Tuesday, February 6 and Tuesday, February 13 at 5:30 p.m. are open houses,
where people can experience a typical supper and decide if they want to sign-up
for the entire five-month program.
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RISE AGAINST HUNGER
A MLK DAY OF SERVICE EVENT | JANUARY 15, 2018
by Sara Greene
We had an amazing day of service at First Presbyterian Church in Germantown when
church members, community members and friends came together to pack over 15,000
meals. Thank you to the organizers, our phenomenal church staff, church members who
made an amazing lunch for us and to all volunteers. Many hands made the work light!
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CHILDREN’S
BOOK SPOT
Beyond Rosa and
Martin

by Deborah Thompson

Many elementary schools across the nation usually focus on two stalwarts of the Civil Rights Movement
during African American History Month—Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King. This month’s column focuses
on biographies (K-4) of important blacks whose names are neither Rosa or Martin, but who contributed to
the greatness of this nation. Ignore the fact that these books are for younger readers, you may be surprised
what you can learn from reading one. For example, did you know that designer Ann Cole Lowe designed
Jacqueline Kennedy’s wedding gown? Or that Bass Reeves was considered the original “Lone Ranger?” Who
knew? Happy Reading!

Asim, Jabari. Preaching to the Chickens:
The Story of Young John Lewis.
Illustrated by E.B. Lewis. Penguin, 2016.
Barton, Chris. Whoosh! Lonnie Johnson’s
Super Soaking Stream of Inventions.
Illustrated by Don Tate. Charlesbridge, 2016.

Michelson, Richard. Twice as Good: The
Story of William Powell and Clearview,
the Only Golf Course Designed, Built,
and Owned by an African-American.
Illustrated by Eric Velasquez. Sleeping
Bear Press, 2012.

Blumenthal, Deborah. Fancy Party
Gowns: The Story of Fashion Designer
Ann Cole Lowe. Illustrated by Laura
Freeman. Little Bee Books, 2017.

Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux. Bad News for
Outlaws: The Remarkable Life of Bass
Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshall. Illustrated
by R. Gregory Christie. Carolrhoda
Books, 2009.

Cline-Ransome, Lesa. My Story, My
Dance: Robert Battle’s Journey to Alvin
Ailey. Illustrated by James E. Ransome.
Simon & Schuster, 2015.

Nolan, Nina. Mahalia Jackson: Walking
with Kings and Queens. Illustrated by John
Holyfield. Amistad/HarperCollins, 2015.

Hooks, Gwendolyn. Tiny Stitches: The Life of
Medical Pioneer Vivien Thomas. Illustrated
by Colin Bootman, Lee & Low, 2016.

Rockwell, Anne. Only Passing Through:
The Story of Sojourner Truth. Illustrated
by Gregory Christie. Knopf, 2000.

DELIVER TO:

THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN

35 West Chelten Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19144
phone

215.843.8811
fax

888.333.5032
info@fpcgermantown.org
The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

Steptoe, Javaka. Radiant Child: The
Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel
Basquiat. Little Brown, 2016.
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Gordon
Parks: How the Photographer Captured
Black and White America. Illustrated by
Jamey Christoph. Albert Whitman, 2015.
Weatherford, Carole Boston. The
Legendary Miss Lena Horne. Art by
Elizabeth Zunon. Atheneum, 2017.
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Schomburg:
The Man Who Built a Library. Illustrated
by Eric Velasquez. Candlewick, 2017.
Weatherford, Carole Boston. Voice of
Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer, Spirit of
the Civil Rights Movement. Illustrated by
Ekua Holmes. Candlewick, 2015.

