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The Pastor’s Paragraphs
Dear Friends of FPC in Germantown;
At our last Session meeting, I informed the Elders of my intention to resign the
position of Interim Pastor, effective December 31, 2017. This was to comply with
the request of the Commission on Ministry of Philadelphia Presbytery so there
could be a pause between my departure and the beginning of the service of the
new Pastor.
Serving this church has been a joy and a privilege. Donna and I thank you for
your gracious acceptance in opening your hearts to us. We will never forget our
time at FPCG. You have been a catalyst used by God’s Spirit to grow our faith and
enlarge our lives. Please know that we will keep you in our prayers as you face a future of continued
witness and service to the people at the crossroads of Germantown.
Randy Bremer,
Interim Pastor

In Christ,
Randy Bremer, Interim Pastor

INVITE A FRIEND TO CHURCH DURING ADVENT
There is never a better time to invite a friend, neighbor or co-worker to church
than during Advent, which begins on Sunday, December 3. On that first Sunday
in Advent both the Chancel Choir and the Gospel Choir will be singing. At 4:00
pm that afternoon the Oratorio Choir will present Handel’s Messiah. The annual
Advent dinner will follow the concert. The annual family Christmas Festival is
always eagerly anticipated. It will be held this year on Saturday, December 16
from 11 am to 2 pm. This is another great opportunity to introduce your friends
and acquaintances to our church. Jot a few names down now and invite them to
join you at FPCG for Advent this year. You (and they) will be glad you did!

The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church in
Germantown is to reflect the
loving presence of Christ in
Germantown as we serve
others faithfully, worship
God joyfully, and share life
together in a diverse and
generous community.

PIECES OF THE ROCK
Additional memorials were
received in honor of Jack
Asher from:
James R. Thompson
TD Bank from Tom
Shoemaker, Geoff Brandon
and Dave Crews
Ronald and Karen Greilich

CHRISTMAS MEMORIALS
The poinsettias in the sanctuary during the Christmas season are in memory and honor of our
loved ones. As is our custom, these flowers will be delivered after Christmas to the sick and shut-in
of our congregation. Please contact Joan Harris during office hours if you
would like your family members’ or friends’ names included in the worship
bulletin. The cost is $15 per line. Listings will be accepted until Wednesday,
December 13, 2017.

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

OFFICE HOURS
Wednesday - Friday
10am - 4pm
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Youth Lounge Update

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

As we go to press we are still working on the final steps. The old stairway to the
parking lot is being repaired and a new door is being installed as I type. The steps
to the pump room that were storm damaged are being repaired as well. Some
drama continues. Marc DiNardo arrived to do some volunteer work to find rocks
and plaster on the floor in the kitchen. A window well... well, it had issues. But
we press on. The dream of a Thanksgiving dedication did not happen. Christmas
holiday activities are upon us so we will wait until January for the “official
opening.” Stay tuned and join us if you can.

Sundays 10am-11am
Everyone is invited to worship,
study, and enjoy friendships at
The First Presbyterian Church
in Germantown. There are
service, outreach, and fellowship
opportunities in abundance. In
addition to weekly and monthly
scheduled services and activities,
visit our Special Events web
pages for more information about
other ways to participate.

To learn more, please e-mail
FPCG.Germantown
@gmail.com
or call the church office at
215-843-8811.

Windows is a publication of The
First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown.
For questions regarding the
information published here
or to submit content, please
contact the church office or email
fpcgWindows@gmail.com.

Youth Lounge Renovation Donors
We are pleased to honor the generous donors who gave and pledged support for
the renovation of the youth lounge. We give you our heartfelt thanks.
Peter and Frannie Smith
Ernie and Carolyn Freeman
Madeline Valentine
Don Carlin
Eugene and Rossie Gardenhire
Earl and Pam Ball
Larry Elliott
Grace Moragne
Herb and Gail Henze
Joseph J. Leube, Jr.
Vera Harrison
Nancy K. Smith
David and Dhyan Cassie
Roy E. Hock

Dave and Faith Wolford
Jason and Rosemary Williams
Bill and Bette Young
John P. Orandosh
Ingrid Harris
Ruby Camerena
Marc DiNardo and Liz Drum
James R. Thompson
Vera Deas Harrison
Frank C. Lundy, Sr.
Ted and Rosy Walkenhorst
Mark and Sally McCord Amasis
Charles and Lois Bethea

ELEMENTARY YOUTH GROUP SHOPS FOR THANKSGIVING
FPCG’s Elementary Youth Group ventured to the Cheltenham Shop-Rite to purchase desserts for
the Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry’s Thanksgiving baskets. The children and their families
donated $36 toward the baskets. A donor matched our donations, so we were able to buy $72
worth of desserts.

Editor:
Deborah Thompson
Contributors:
Lois Nafziger-Bethea, Eileen
Jones, Joe Leube, Heidi MercadoLittles, Jim Thompson, F. Anthony
Thurman
Design and Layout:
Kristin Puls of Mountain Paper
www.mountainpaper.com
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Elementary school youth group shop for thanksgiving desserts.
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FROM THE CHOIR LOFT
F. Anthony Thurman, Music Director

There’s Music In The Air
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your hearts to the Lord.
(Ephesians 5:19)
MESSIAH CONCERT
SUNDAY, DEC 3 | 4PM
The Germantown Oratorio Choir
& Orchestra, under the direction
of Dr. F. Anthony Thurman, will
present a concert of excerpts
from Handel's Messiah, an oratorio
in three parts. Soloists will
include our immensely talented
and highly accomplished choral
section leaders Evelyn Santiago,
soprano; Margaret Mezzacappa,
mezzo soprano; David Kellett,
tenor; and Robert Phillips,
baritone. The concert is open to
the public. A free-will offering is
requested. All-church Christmas
dinner follows.

Join Us at the FPCG
Christmas Festival!

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP
AND ORGAN RECITAL
SUNDAY, DEC 24 | 6:30PM
Join us on Sunday, December 24, for an organ
recital at 6:30 p.m. and worship following at 7
p.m. Our Gospel and Chancel Choirs will lead
us in the celebration of the Nativity of our
Lord. O come, all ye faithful!
SPRING CONCERT
SUNDAY, MARCH 18 | 4PM
Save the date! The Germantown Oratorio
Choir will present the Brahms Requiem in
concert. Rehearsals will begin on Tuesday,
January 9, from 7:30-9 p.m. For information
or to participate, please contact the music
director at music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com.

223rd General Assembly of PC (USA)
St. Louis, MO Museum

Holiday Service

Annual Christmas
Festival

More Info:
Christian Heyer-Rivera:
215.843.8811 x 818

Restoration and mechanical repairs
to the McLean Memorial Pipe
Organ continue in anticipation
of our church organ’s Centennial
Anniversary in 2019. Most recently,
all pipework from the East Chancel
organ division was removed in
order for ceiling and wall repairs
to be made, necessitated by a
leaky roof. Pipes are being cleaned
and repaired and will be returned
to service early in the new year.
For more information or to help
support this significant work, please
contact the music director at music.
fpcgermantown@gmail.com.

June 16-23, 2018

Dec 16 | 11 am-2 pm

Crafts including annual
favorite building gingerbread
houses. Christmas carols,
live animals with Nativity.
Pictures with Santa. A light
lunch will be served. All are
members, neighbors and
friends are invited.

ORGAN WORK

Dec 24 | 7 pm - 8:30 pm

Christmas Eve Worship

Jan 15, 2018 | 9 am

Meal Packing with Rise
Against Hunger
FPCG

Celebrate Martin Luther King's birthday with a
day of service. Light meal will be served.

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

More Info:
Chris Scott
cscottjr@gmail.com
or
Gloria Bethea
gloriabethea36@yahoo.com
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Birthdays
Wish these members a happy
birthday next time you see them!

December
4 Alfred Knup
5 Taye McCord-Amasis
6 Susan Farrington
8 Kelsi Lundy
12 Lechelle Garnett

ELDER CONTINA LUNDY NAMED COMMISSIONER
TO 223RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Elder Contina Lundy – First Presbyterian Church in Germantown’s Contina
Lee Lundy is a native of Philadelphia, PA. She has worshipped and served
at The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown for over 30 years. She is
a former ruling elder and currently serves as the Moderator of the Pastor
Contina Lundy
Nominating Committee. Contina is the Program Director of First Germantown
Freedom School and serves on the board of S.H.E. Academy, a program that
encourages young ladies that they can achieve anything through education and reading. Contina
is also on the board of Kirkwood Camp and Retreat Center. She has a heart for The Lord's work in
the urban church. It is her desire to become more involve in that process. It's her belief that her
involvement in General Assembly will encourage others to believe in the work of PCUSA and want
to be involved.

13 Ingrid Harris
13 Tara Payne-Jones
13 Florence Smith

223RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY COMMISSIONERS:

14 Jasmine Greene

Elder Commissioners
Elder Jim Ballengee (Arch Street)
Elder Ron Cronise (Thompson Memorial)
Elder Contina Lundy (Germantown, First)
Elder Zandra Maffett (Valley Forge)

14 Victoria Solomon
16 Kadeem Carter
17 Christopher Scott, Jr.
18 Eugene Gardenhire
23 Contina Lundy
27 Betty King

Minister Commissioners
Rev. Janel Dixon (Cedar Park)
Rev. Chris Holland (New Spirit)
Rev. Byungil Kim (Podowon)
Rev. Casey Thompson (Wayne)

YAAD: Madeline S. Taylor (Ardmore, First)

28 Jpshua Overton
28 Bernette Washington

The 223rd General Assembly (2018) will be held in St. Louis, Missouri - June 16 - 23.

Thanksgiving 2017
What is the nicest thing anyone has done for you this year? Daily the volunteers in GACM
experience unbelievable moments to remind them their service is needed, appreciated and not in
vain. This year 18 volunteers worked three days to support our Thanksgiving distribution.
Imagine being told receiving a Thanksgiving basket is the nicest things that has happened to a
person. Then to have that adult break down as she expressed gratitude. Or sharing a basket with someone
and have her 6’3” son profusely express thanks and then cry like a baby.
Things we take for granted or that may seem small can have a tremendous impact on the life of someone
truly in need or truly having a bad day, week, month or even year. Never think donating a turkey or the other
fixings is a little thing. For many, your gift may be the best thing that has happened to them this year.

Left to right: Thanksgiving basket hug. Springside Chestnut Hill Academy second graders delivering Thanksgiving items.
Thanksgiving basket recipients. Springside Chestnut Hill parents who delivered 4 car loads filled with for for the baskets.
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Because of the generosity
of FPCG friends and family,
students at Springside
Chestnut Hill Academy,
Presbyterian Church of
Chestnut Hill, Chestnut Hill
Hospital staff and others,

223
families
enjoyed a traditional
Thanksgiving dinner.

FINANCIAL INFO
PLEDGES
Budgeted
To Date
$ 360,000

$ 283,166

Through the ten-month period ending October
31, 2017, our pledge income is slightly behind
in proportion to our annual budgeted figures.
However, our expenses are in proportion to our
annual budget.
Your pledges and contributions are vital to
our financial health. Please keep up your
commitment as we near the end of 2017.
Maintenance on our older building continues to
exceed our budgeted expectations, there are

EXPENSES
Budgeted
To Date
$ 795,502

$ 645,898

always building issues that occur expectantly.
Renovations in the Youth Lounge are almost
complete. However, we continue to uncover
issues that are more expensive to remedy, but
necessary. This means we are very cautious as
we get this work done and at the same time
have the cash on hand to meet our obligations.
Many thanks to all of you who continue to
support your church through your financial
commitments.

STEWARDSHIP
Gifts Given and Given Gladly
The 2018 Stewardship campaign is in process. In November we heard a topical sermon from Reverend
Randy titled Wise Investments; the following Sunday many dedicated their stewardship commitment
representing a tangible opportunity to worship and serve God through generosity.
To the many that participated we thank you for being Foundation Participants in this important
work. To those of you that are still determining your commitment we ask you to prayerfully consider all
that our church means to you, your family, our church family and our Germantown community. When
you reflect on all that is done then you will be able to gladly give of your gifts.
We ask that everyone return a commitment card, even if you can only make a limited financial
commitment at this time. Pledge cards are available on the literature table or by contacting the
church office.

Holiday Concerts
We hope you will join us for our upcoming holiday concerts!
PENNSYLVANIA GIRLCHOIR
Holiday Concerts
Presbyterian Church in Chestnut Hill
Sunday, December 3 | 3:00 & 6:00 pm
KEYSTONE STATE BOYCHOIR
Holiday Concerts
First Presbyterian Church of Germantown
Sunday, December 10 | 3:00 & 6:00 pm

For tickets, go to
CYCHOIRS.ORG

GARDEN STATE GIRLCHOIR, PENNSYLVANIA
GIRLCHOIR & KEYSTONE STATE BOYCHOIR
CY Holiday Concert on the Square
Church of the Holy Trinity | Rittenhouse
Square, Philadelphia
Sunday, December 17 | 5:00 pm
BOBBY HILL & FRIENDS… A FAMILY NEW
YEAR’S EVE WITH NEW JERSEY BOYCHOIR
AND FIND YOUR INSTRUMENT!
Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts
Perelman Theater
Sunday, December 31 | 4:00 pm

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

STAFF APPRECIATION
CHRISTMAS GIFT
Christmas is a time we can
show our appreciation to
our staff for all they do
during the year as they
serve our congregation
and community. Most of
us have experienced the
“extra” each of these staff
members put into their
job. Staff Appreciation
Christmas Gifts will be
given to Kevin, Eileen, Tony,
Christian, Heidi, Sara, Joan,
Cindy, Terry, Whaley, Robert
and Tanieya just prior to the
holiday.
You can share in these
appreciation gifts by
mailing in your contribution
(make checks out to The
First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown) or by placing
the check in the mailbox
by the church office. There
will also be opportunities to
make a contribution during
the Sunday coffee hours on
December 3, December 10
and December 17. Please be
generous.

Mail contributions in to
Personnel Committee
The First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown
35 West Chelten Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19144
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Experiencing “Being More Together”
Each year the Synod holds its annual Commissioners’ Assembly meeting
at The Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center in State College, PA. This
year’s meeting took place Sunday evening, October 22nd, to Tuesday Noon
on October 24th. Each Presbytery sends two elected Synod commissioners
who serve as the liaisons. Pittsburgh and Philadelphia Presbyteries
are afforded 3 commissioners for racial/ethnic equality. The Rev. Sue
Wonderland serves as the Interim Executive along with her staff of 5. Also
present at the Assembly Meeting from the Presbytery of Philadelphia were
the Stated Clerk, Rev. Kevin Porter; The Rev. Dr. Allison Seed, representing
the Board of Pensions, and Grace Marable, Coordinator for Social Justice,
from the Presbyterian Women USA.
This year’s gathering began with a special
Sunday evening worship service. A
bagpiper provided the opening musical
piece. The Rev. Dr. Alonzo Johnson, present
Coordinator for the Self Development of
People, PCUSA, and past head of staff at Oak
Lane Pres in Philadelphia, was our keynote
presenter for the gathering that focused on
listening and visioning for moving forward.
Prior to the assembly Synod commissioners
were asked to meet with their Presbyteries’
leadership team/council and discuss the
walls that divide us within our communities,
churches, presbyteries, regions (Synod) and
the PCUSA. Possible topics for discussion
at the annual upcoming Spring regional
gatherings were also requested. Building

on the all- important action that 500 years
ago precipitated the Protestant Reformation
presbytery councils were asked what things
they felt strongly enough about today to
nail up on church doors for all to see. These
responses were shared around tables,
recorded and openly discussed throughout
our time together. A video greeting from
The Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson III, Stated
Clerk of the General Assembly of the PCUSA,
offering the Synod 300th anniversary
wishes was another highlight of the
gathering.
Our time at State College also included a
business meeting, spirited music, moving
sermons, the partaking of the Sacrament of
Holy Communion, and interactive activities

~ Madeline Valentine
Synod Commissioner from the Presbytery of Philadelphia

Merry Christmas
to FPCG's Members and Friends!
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designed to help break down some of those
various walls that often divide us. We also
heard about the history of the Board of
Pensions and some entertaining “little
known facts,” from Rev. Allison Seed.
Hearty meals and break-time snacks kept us
energized throughout our time together.
The final evening each commissioner
was given a memento, a 9” rectangular
crested inscribed tray, to be given to their
presbytery to commemorate the Synod’s
300 years of dedication to the region. The
2017 annual meeting of the Synod of the
Trinity left all attendees affirming its
objective – “Being More Together, 300
(1717-2017) and Counting!”

MEAL PACKING WITH RISE AGAINST HUNGER
Jan 15, 2018 | 9 am

Day of Service

Sept 30 - Jan 21

Simeone Foundation Automotive
Museum
In celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King’s birthday on January
15, 2018, the members of First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown will join others in a day of service by hosting our
second meal packing event with Rise Against Hunger (formerly
known as Stop Hunger Now). Last year, approximately one
hundred volunteers filled a music and energy filled Longstreth
Auditorium to pack meals to aid our global neighbors. We
raised $7200 which allowed us to help pack over 26,000 meals.
Volunteers of all ages are asked to join us on Monday, January
15, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. to help move toward the goal of ending
world hunger by 2030. A light meal will be served.

MORE INFO:
Chris Scott
cscottjr@gmail.com
or

A Grand Vision:
Violet Oakley and
the American
Renaissance
Woodmere Art Museum

woodmereartmuseum.org
215-247-0476

Gloria Bethea
gloriabethea36
@yahoo.com

LONG TIME MEMBERS ARE HEADING SOUTH
Linda and Wayne Swift joined FPCG in 1959 when they lived in Germantown and were
starting to raise their family. Their four children were raised in our church, several were
married in the church and some of their 9 grandchildren were baptized here.
They became snowbirds as Wayne moved toward retirement, but maintained a home here
and were always present during the warmer months. Alas, after these many years, they have
now sold their beautiful home in this area and will live in Florida all year long.

Please
Remember
the Reason for
the Season
Luke 2:11-14 (KJV)

It would take pages to identify their involvement with our
church over these many years, but suffice it to say they were
a great help in so many ways both before and after they
became seasonal residents.

For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a
Savior, which is Christ the
Lord.

A special mention needs to be made for the many years that
Wayne served as a representative of FPCG on the board
of the Whosoever Gospel Mission, one of our community
partners.

And this shall be a sign
unto you; Ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

We wish them all the best in Florida, and we hope that in
their travels they will visit us.

And suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying,

Godspeed, Linda and Wayne, the FPCG Family wishes you a
fond farewell.

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good
will toward men.

Items for next Windows due Dec. 20. Submit to
fpcgWindows@gmail.com.
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CHILDREN’S
BOOK SPOT
Simple Gifts and
Miracles

This month I have departed from recommending nonfiction titles to focus on picture books about the season
of love, family, giving and miracles. Perhaps the best known of the featured titles is the picture book version
of O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi—about an impoverished young husband and wife who each sacrifices
a valued possession to give a gift to the other. Also enjoyable is Lorenz Graham’s Liberian retelling of the
Nativity—Every Man Heart Lay Down. Check out and share one or more titles with family and friends this
holiday season. Merry Christmas and happy reading! ~Deborah Thompson

Bauer, Marion Dane. The Christmas Baby.
Illustrated by Richard Cowdrey. Simon &
Schuster, 2009.
Bouchard, David. An Aboriginal Carol.
Illustrations by Moses Beaver. Red Deer
Press, 2008.
Brown, Margaret Wise. The Little Fir Tree.
Illustrated by Jim LaMarche. HarperCollins,
2009.
Buck, Pearl S. Christmas Day in the Morning.
Illustrated by Mark Buehner. HarperCollins,
2002.
Evert, Lori. The Christmas Wish. Illustrated by
Per Brejahagen. Random House, 2011.
Graham, Lorenz. Every Man Heart Lay Down.
Pictures by Colleen Browning. Boyds Mills
Press, 1993.

Houston, Gloria. The Year of the Perfect
Christmas Tree: An Appalachian Story.
Illustrated by Barbara Cooney. Picture Puffin,
1996.

Rubel, David. The Carpenter's Gift: A
Christmas Tale about the Rockefeller Center
Tree. Illustrated by Jim LaMarche. Random
House, 2011.

Keats, Ezra Jack. The Little Drummer Boy.
Puffin, 2000.

Rylant, Cynthia. Silver Packages: An
Appalachian Christmas Story. Illustrated by
Chris K. Soentpiet. Scholastic, 1997.

Matteson, George & Adele Ursone. The
Christmas Tugboat: How the Rockefeller
Center Christmas Tree Came to New York
City. Illustrated by James E, Ransome,
Clarion, 2012.

Sneve, Virginia Diving Hawk. The Christmas
Coat: Memories of My Sioux Childhood.
Illustrated by Ellen Beier. Holiday House, 2011.

Park, Linda Sue. The Third Gift. Illustrated by
Bagram Ibatouline. Clarion, 2011.

Waddell, Martin. Room for a Little One:
A Christmas Tale. Illustrated by Jason
Cockcroft. McElderry, 2006.

Porter, William Sidney (O. Henry). The
Gift of the Magi. Illustrated by P.J, Lynch.
Candlewick, 2008.

Wojciechowski, Susan. The Christmas Miracle
of Jonathan Toomey. Illustrated by P.J. Lynch.
Candlewick, 2015.
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