September 17, 2017

The mission of The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
is to reflect the loving presence of Christ
as we serve others faithfully, worship God joyfully and share life together
in a diverse and generous community.
In preparation for worship please take the opportunity to speak silently to God.
At the close of the service let us greet one another with cheerfulness.
Please be sure that your cell phone is turned off during worship.

September 17, 2017

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:00 AM
GATHERING AS GOD’S FAMILY
Prelude: Hymn

Raymond Haan

Welcome and Announcements
Introit: Come to Zion (Shaker melody)

Ted W. Barr

Come to Zion sin sick souls in sorrow bound. Lay your cares upon the altar where true healing may
be found. Shout Alleluia, alleluia! Praise resounds o’er land and sea. All who will may come and share
the glories of this jubilee.
†*Call to Worship

Madeline Valentine, Clerk of Session
A Litany of Celebration based on Psalm 145:1-7
In honor of the Synod of the Trinity’s
300th Anniversary—September 17, 2017

Leader:

We extol you, our God and King, and bless your name for ever and ever.

People:

We celebrate this day, so long ago,
on which we were called to serve you in new ways!

Leader:

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
God’s greatness is unsearchable.

People:

A day on which we were challenged to become new,
that your church and its witness might grow.

Leader:

One generation shall laud your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts.

People:

Through the years you have changed and challenged us,
pursued and pushed us to live out your hope in the world.

Leader:

On the glorious splendor of your majesty,
and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.

People:

Reminding us always to seek first your kingdom
and your righteousness above our own desires.

Leader:

The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed,
and I will declare your greatness.

____________________
*congregation standing
† latecomers may be seated

People:

Still today, you call us through the present age and into tomorrow
with eyes fixed on Jesus, voices sharing your grace,
and hands and feet engaging the world with your justice and mercy.

All:

Together, we shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness,
and shall sing of your righteousness. Amen and Amen!

†*Hymn 455: All Creatures of Our God and King

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD
Confession of Sin
Most merciful God whose Son, Jesus Christ, was tempted in every way, yet
was without sin, we confess before you our own sinfulness; we have hungered
after that which does not satisfy; we have compromised with evil; we have
doubted your power to protect us. Forgive our lack of faith; have mercy on our
weakness. Restore in us such trust and love that we may walk in your ways
and delight in doing your will. Amen.
Assurance of Pardon
Silent Meditation
†*Congregational Response 579: Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father
And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, is now,
And ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.
†*Sharing the Peace of Christ

Leader:
People:

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

(As worshipers, we come from diverse experiences and points of view. We have different racial, educational, and economic backgrounds. Yet we are all one in Christ. We
symbolize this as we exchange with one another, by words and gestures, signs of peace
and reconciliation such as, “The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.”)

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD
Prayer for Illumination

Denise Cowie, Reader

The First Lesson: Exodus 14:19-31
Leader: God’s Word is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path.
People: Thanks be to God!
Solo: Eternal Life (Prayer of St. Francis)
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Olive Dungan

Lord make me an instrument of your peace: where there is hatred let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and
where there is sadness, joy. O divine master grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to
console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it
is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it's in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Soloist: Evelyn Santiago, soprano

The Second Lesson: Romans 14:1-12
Leader: God we thank you for your Word.
People: The Story of your grace.
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*Hymn 347: Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive

DETROIT

Sermon: PRESBYTERIAN PERSPECTIVE: 300 YEARS AND COUNTING
The Reverend Kevin L. Porter
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD
*Confession of Faith: (from The Confession of 1967)
We believe that the reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life
of humankind. His cross and resurrection become personal crisis and present
hope when the gospel is proclaimed and believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to us, and initiates the new life in Christ. We believe that the new life takes shape in a community in which we know that God
loves and accepts us in spite of what we are. We therefore accept ourselves
and love others, knowing that no one has any ground on which to stand, except God’s grace.
Prayers of the People
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
Offering of Our Gifts and Lives
Offertory: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy

Maurice Bevan

There's a wideness in God's mercy, like the wideness of the sea; there's a kindness in God's justice,
which is more than liberty. There is no place where earth's sorrows are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth's failings have such kindly judgment given. For the love of God is broader
than the measures of the mind, and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. But we make his
love too narrow by false limits of our own, and we magnify his strictness with a zeal he will not own.
There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed; there is joy for all the members in the
sorrows of the Head. There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this; there is room
for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss. If our love were but more simple, we should take him at
his word; and our lives would be all gladness in the joy of Christ our Lord.

*Congregational Response 592: Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below,
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

OLD HUNDREDTH

*Prayer of Dedication
GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME
*Hymn 429: Lord, You Give the Great Commission

ABBOT’S LEIGH

*Charge and Benediction
If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

*Congregational Response 585: Threefold Amen
Postlude: Lyric Processional

McNeil Robinson II
HAAN

WELCOME: If you are visiting with us today, please sign the Fellowship Pad at the end
of your pew. We pray the hour will be meaningful to you and you will come and worship
with us again. Everyone is cordially invited to a time of fellowship in the Longstreth Auditorium following the worship service.
COFFEE HOUR: This week’s host: Daniel Conner. Next week: Annual Church Barbecue. Thank you to Frank Lundy and Tim Robinson for supplying the munchies for coffee hour last week.
ANNUAL BARBECUE: First Church’s annual barbecue, sponsored by the Congregational Development and Fellowship Committee (CDFC), will take place, rain or shine, next
Sunday after worship. Members and friends of First Church are invited to contribute a side
dish, salad, fruit or desert item, ready for serving. The Christian Education Committee will
again provide the fun activities. Please see Delores Solomon, Chair of the CDFC, or any
member of the Committee (Susan Farrington, Debra Gary, Dave Wolford, Rev. Kevin Porter, Tim Robinson and Cynthia Thomas) to volunteer. See Frank Lundy to volunteer to
help grill the hot dogs and burgers.
ON BEHALF OF THE ASHER FAMILY we would like to thank each and every one
of the volunteers who helped during the Service for Jack Asher and the Reception that followed. Thank You to the Funeral Hospitality Team, Congregational Development Committee, Ushers, and members of our First Church Family for your love and care in ministering to the Asher Family. A special Thank You to our wonderful Sextons, Tanieya, Robert
and Whaley, and to our Building Manager Terry, who from his vacation provided them
with guidance and direction. Thank you and God bless you.
SEPTEMBER CHALLENGE OFFERING will help support the Presbyterian Church
USA Disaster Relief effort to aid those who have suffered so much from the hurricanes.
We have all been moved by the magnitude of the flooding and the level of damage that
these storms have caused. This is a time to give generously to show that we care and that
we are committed to making a difference when people are hurting.
FPCG’s RACHEL CIRCLE, part of the Presbyterian Women’s Association of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, will hold its monthly meeting on Monday, September 18 at 11:00
a.m. in the Jennings Room. All are welcome and invited to join us as we look forward to a
wonderful year of Bible Study, prayer and service.
FPCG’S MONTHLY COLLECTION IN SUPPORT OF COMBATTING HUNGER is next Sunday, September 24. As most of you know, your donation can either support the Centsibility Offering of the Presbytery or GACM’s Food Cupboard. Many thanks
in advance.
YOUTH LOUNGE: It’s not too late to pledge or give for the Youth Lounge renovations. We are so grateful to everyone who has responded so generously. Pledge forms are
on the literature table for anyone who wants to join in and help. Thanks everyone.
PEACE DAY PHILLY: Every year on September 21, the International Day of Peace is
celebrated around the world. This year’s global Peace Day theme, set by the United Nations, is “Together for Peace: Respect, Safety and Dignity for All.” In our area, the organization Peace Day Philly creates and promotes exciting events to observe the week of Peace
Day, September 17-23, including music, art, education, personal development and other
topics. Please see the cards on the literature table and the event schedule at
www.peacedayphilly.org/events to learn how you can participate.
JAZZ CONCERT AT OXFORD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: Oxford Presbyterian
Church, 8501 Stenton Avenue, will present Rayburn Wright’s JaszLab in concert on Saturday, September 30, 2017 from 12 to 3 p.m. Cost is $20.

FPCG COMMUNITY SHREDDING EVENT FUNDRAISER: Purchase tickets
for $5 apiece and receive a 25%-off shopping pass, good to use at any Boscov’s on Tuesday, October 17, 2017. The money received for the tickets will go towards hiring a shredding truck for a free shredding event at First Church, the date of which will be announced
shortly. Stop by the table in the Longstreth Auditorium during Coffee Hour for tickets.
INAUGURATION OF BARBARA L. RUSSELL MEMORIAL PIANO: On Sunday, October 1 at 4 p.m., a song recital will be presented to inaugurate the Barbara L.
Russell Memorial Piano in the Jennings Room. Soprano Evelyn Santiago, mezzo soprano
Margaret Mezzacappa and pianist Ted W. Barr will be joined by Geraldine Rice, viola.
The program will include songs by Brahms, Amy Beach, Ernest Charles, Paul S. Jones
and Johnny Mercer in addition to opera excerpts from La Boheme, Andrea Chenier, Hansel and Gretel, and Tosca. The recital is free and open to the public. A free-will offering
is requested. Email music@fpcgermantown.org for more information.

September Session Highlights
PNC: PNC chair Contina Lundy reported on the ongoing search for FPCG's next permanent pastor. The PNC has received 110 PIFs (Pastor Information Forms) to date, 84
male, 26 female. Contina stated face to face interviews have been scheduled with three
candidates but "we are still looking".
Worship: Randy Rosensteel, Chair, reported that FCPG has received a proposal to
maintain the organ: $225,000! This expense was budgeted and will be spread over a
10 year period. The Handbell Choir, Children’s Choir and Gospel Choir are looking forward to an exciting year. We appreciate Randy taking the helm of Worship!
Property: Marc DiNardo reported that the basement renovations are in process. Roof
and organ damage insurance claims have been paid. Ongoing maintenance is a never
ending job. Thanks to Marc for his leadership on this most important committee!
Sandusky Law: Compliance with the Sandusky Law is a high priority. Clerk Of Session Maddy Valentine has volunteered to oversee the process to ensure all employees
and volunteers are certified.
Scholarships: Deborah Thompson reported that $8200 has been awarded to 9 students.
Presbytery of Philadelphia 300th Anniversary Celebration – Save the date!
October 7th – Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church. FPCG has been asked to display an
artifact from our history. Suggestions? Would you be interested in joining the Presbytery-wide Choir? 300thworship@presbyphil.org
Next Presbytery Meeting: Tuesday, November 14th – Commissioners needed.
Randy and Donna Bremer will be on study leave for two weeks. Kevin Porter and
Christian Heyer-Rivera will preach in Randy’s absence.

Keystone State Boychoir Bring a Friend Open Houses
Thursdays, September 21 & 28
3rd & 4th grades, 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays, September 23 & 30
5th to 8th grades (unchanged voices), 9-10 a.m. or 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
8th to 12th grades (changing or changed voices), 12 to 2:30 p.m.
Contact: Julie Donahue at jdonahue@keystonestateboychoir.org

WINDOW ON THE WEEK

Sunday, September 17
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:30 AM
11:30 AM
11:30 AM
4:00 PM

Chancel Choir—Sanctuary
Worship—The Reverend Kevin L. Porter preaching
Sunday School
Chancel Choir—Choir Room
Pastor Nominating Committee—Upstairs Office
Keystone State Boychoir/Pennsylvania Girlchoir concert

Monday, September 18
11:00 AM

Rachel Circle—Jennings Room

Tuesday, September 19
12:00 PM

Commonwealth Choirs Administrative Meeting—Finney Room

Wednesday, September 20
12:00 PM
3:00 PM
4:00 PM
7:00 PM
Thursday, September 21
6:00 PM
6:00 PM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:45 PM
Friday, September 22
5:00 PM
6:30 PM
Saturday, September 23
8:00 AM
Sunday, September 24
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
11:15 AM
11:30 AM
11:30 AM
12:30 PM

Commonwealth Choirs Program Meeting—Finney Room
Staff Meeting—Finney Room
Keystone State Boychoir—Sanctuary, Choir Room
Property Committee—Finney Room
Administration and Finance Committee—Finney Room
Keystone State Boychoir—Primary Room, Longstreth Auditorium
Gospel Choir—Sanctuary
Children’s Choir—Choir Room
Handbell Choir—Choir Room
Keystone State Boychoir Small Ensemble Group—Choir Room
Youth Group
Keystone State Boychoir
Annual Church Barbecue
Chancel Choir—Sanctuary
Worship—Christian Heyer-Rivera preaching
Annual Church Barbecue
Chancel Choir—Choir Room
Pastor Nominating Committee—Upstairs Office
Deacons Meeting—Primary Room

Church Officers
Elders
2018
Marc DiNardo
Robert Seed
Ted Walkenhorst

2019
Joseph Leube
Delores Solomon
Deborah Thompson

2020
Gloria Bethea
Andrea Overton
J. Randall Rosensteel

2019
Ruth Cato
Diane Filter
Dick Liberty

2020
Randy Clever
John Orandosh
Carolyn Tarver

Clerk of Session:
Madeline Valentine

Deacons
2018
Don Carlin
Vera Harrison
Dani Howard

First Church Staff
Interim Pastor
Director of Adult Education and Community Life
Director of Urban Ministry
Director of Music
Director of the Gospel Choir
Director of the Handbell and Children’s Choirs
Director of Christian Education
Parish Visitor
Building Manager
Administrative Assistant
Bookkeeper
Sextons

Randal L. Bremer
Kevin L. Porter
Eileen Jones
F. Anthony Thurman
Sara Carter-Blanford
Evelyn Santiago
Christian Heyer-Rivera
Heidi Mercado-Littles
Terry Boyer
Joan Harris
Cindy Osborne
Tanieya Matthews, Robert Patterson, Harold Whaley

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144
Phone 215-843-8811

FAX 888-333-5032

www.fpcgermantown.org

