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July 9, 2017                                                                               Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

ORDER OF MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:00 AM                

GATHERING AS GOD’S FAMILY 

Prelude:  Morning Has Broken                                         Charles Callahan 

Welcome and Announcements   

†*Call to Worship                                                                         (Song of Solomon 2:8-13)         
Leader: The voice of my beloved! Look, he comes,  
 leaping upon the mountains, bounding over the hills.   

People: My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.  
 Look, there he stands behind our wall,  
 gazing in at the windows, looking through the lattice.  

Leader: My beloved speaks and says to me:  
 "Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away." 

People: Now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone.  

Leader: The flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come,  
 and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. 

People: The fig tree puts forth its figs,  
 and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance.  
 Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.   

†*Hymn 469:  Morning Has Broken                                                                         BUNESSAN 

CONFESSING OUR SINS TO GOD 

Confession of Sin 

O God of shalom, we have built walls to protect ourselves from our enemies, 
but those walls also shut us off from receiving your love. Break down those 
walls. Help us to see that the way to your heart is through reconciliation of 
our own hearts with our enemies. Bless them and us, that we may come to 
grow in love for each other and for you, through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Silent Meditation 

Assurance of Pardon 

____________________ 

*congregation standing 

 † latecomers may be seated 

In preparation for worship please take the opportunity to speak silently to God.  
At the close of the service let us greet one another with cheerfulness. 

Please be sure that your cell phone is turned off during worship. 

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown 
is to reflect the loving presence of Christ  

as we serve others faithfully, worship God joyfully and share life together 
in a diverse and generous community. 



†*Congregational Response 579:  Gloria Patri  

Glory be to the Father 
And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
And ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen. 

†*Sharing the Peace of Christ       

Leader:  The peace of Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you.                             

(As worshipers, we come from diverse experiences and points of view. We have 
different racial, educational, and economic backgrounds. Yet we are all one in 
Christ. We symbolize this as we exchange with one another, by words and ges-
tures, signs of peace and reconciliation such as, “The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.”) 

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD 

Prayer for Illumination                                             Pernell Jackson, Reader             

The First Lesson:  Genesis 24:34-49                                                           Page 19 

Leader:    God’s Word is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path. 
People:   Thanks be to God! 

Solo:  O for the Wings of a Dove (from Hear My Prayer)       Felix Mendelssohn 
O for the wings of a dove! Far away would I rove! In the wilderness build me a nest, and 
remain there forever at rest. 

Evelyn Santiago, soprano 

The Second Lesson:  Romans 7:15-25                                                                     Page 147 

Leader:   God we thank you for your Word. 
People:   The Story of your grace.          

*Hymn 527:  Near to the Heart of God                                                            MC AFEE 

Sermon:  LOVE AND ITS COMPLICATIONS             The Reverend Randal L. Bremer 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

*Confession of Faith:  (from the Confession of 1967) 
We believe that God the Holy Spirit fulfills the work of reconciliation. The 
Holy Spirit creates and renews the church as the community in which we 
are reconciled to God and to one another. The Spirit enables us to receive 
forgiveness as we forgive one another and to enjoy the peace of God as we 
make peace among ourselves. We believe that in spite of our sin, the Holy 
Spirit gives us power to become representatives of Jesus Christ and to pro-
claim the good news of reconciliation to all.  

Prayers of the People                                                             The Reverend Kevin L. Porter 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen. 
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Offering of Our Gifts and Lives                     
   Offertory:  Come Unto Him (from Messiah)                                     G.F. Handel 

Come unto him, all ye that labor, come unto him that are heavy laden, and he will give you rest.  
Take his yoke upon you, and learn of him, for he is meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. 

*Congregational Response 592:  Doxology                                                  OLD HUNDREDTH                                    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*Prayer of Dedication 

GOING FORTH IN GOD’S NAME 

*Hymn 442:  The Church’s One Foundation                                   AURELIA                                                                     

*Charge and Benediction  
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kind-
ness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so 
you also must forgive.   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

*Congregational Response 585:  Threefold Amen                                      McNeil Robinson II 

Postlude:  How Firm a Foundation                                                                        Wilbur Held 

****************** 

WELCOME:  If you are visiting with us today, please sign the Fellowship Pad at the end 
of your pew.  We pray the hour will be meaningful to you and you will come and worship 
with us again.  Everyone is cordially invited to a time of fellowship in the Longstreth Audi-
torium following the worship service. 

COFFEE HOUR:  This week’s host:  Deborah Thompson.   Next week’s host:  Annie 
Kotto. 

JULY CHALLENGE OFFERING:  THE PRESBYTERY OF PHILADELPHIA 
invites you to join them in their 300-year celebration in raising $300,000 for its ministry 
partners. This one-time offering will be equally distributed to eight local initiatives as they 
launch new efforts to elevate the education of children, disrupt the school-to-prison pipe-
line and promote restorative justice.  The eight ministries are the Broad Street Ministry, 
Chester Eastside Inc., The Common Place, Kirkwood Camp, Rearing Successful Sons, Re-
storative Justice and the Arts, Rhawnhurst Turning Point and West Kensington Ministry.  
Please see the Presbytery’s website: presbyphl.org for information on each of these vital 
programs.  Thank you in advance for your contributions. 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS are available in the church office and on the litera-
ture table outside the sanctuary.  The scholarship program is open to all members and 
friends of the church who are involved in FPCG programs and are enrolled in post-
secondary education programs.  The application deadline is July 15, 2017. 



FREEDOM SCHOOL:   Marc DiNardo and Liz Drum have purchased the book, Hidden 
Figures by Margaret Lee Shetterly, for each of our Level 3 scholars.  Hidden Figures tells the 
story of a team of African-American women mathematicians whose calculations were cru-
cial to NASA’s first successful space missions, including John Glenn’s first orbit of the 
Earth in 1962.  Marc, a NASA engineer, will discuss the book with the Level 3 scholars in 
addition to conducting an assembly for all Freedom School scholars!  Thank you so much 
Liz and Marc. 

BE A FREEDOM SCHOOL VOLUNTEER!  There are many volunteer opportuni-
ties for you to provide hands-on support.  Be a Read-Aloud Guest, a classroom aid or hall 
monitor or assist at mealtime.  Or, help in the afternoons by playing a board game with the 
scholars or leading a craft activity. If you would like to volunteer please contact Melvin 
Brown at mellymelv215@gmail.com or Program Director, Contina Lundy, at freedom-
schoolfpcg@gmail.com to confirm a day.  Here’s to a fun and productive summer! 

TODAY’S MUSIC:  Our soloist today is Evelyn Santiago, a member of Opera Philadelph-
ia and soprano section leader in our Chancel Choir.  In addition to frequent appearances 
throughout the Philadelphia region in opera houses and on concert stages, Evelyn has 
taught music both publicly and privately.  She is leading our Voices in Bronze handbell 
choir rehearsals on Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Choir Room. Plans are being made to have 
Evelyn develop and lead a children’s music ministry program at FPCG in the fall. She is a 
graduate of Westminster Choir College and St. Joseph’s University and lives in Voorhees, 
N.J. with her husband Dale.   

LIFELINE SCREENING, an organization which aids people in discovering health 
problems about which they may not be aware, will be conducting screenings at First 
Church on Monday, August 14.  The group offers a five-test package to thoroughly check 
you for risk of stroke, cardiovascular disease and other chronic conditions.  These tests 
help detect problems before you have symptoms.  Information on cost and signing up 
can be found on the literature table.   

VOICES IN BRONZE:  The Handbell Choir, Voices in Bronze, under the leadership of 
Evelyn Santiago, is rehearsing on Sundays at 9 a.m. in the Choir Room.  We welcome new 
ringers (high school through adult) interested in joining the group.  The ability to read mu-
sic and good rhythmic skills are helpful.  The Handbell Choir will play during worship later 
in the summer. 

BRIGHTEN UP SOMEONE’S DAY:  Please consider contributing food items to the 
Brighten Up Someone’s Day box by the church office.  The requested food items will change 
periodically and all donations will be given to the GACM food pantry.  The current request 
is for 100% fruit juice, canned fruit, peanut butter and non-perishable breakfast items such 
as pancake mix and cereal.  Many thanks in advance for your donations. 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
after worship on 

SUNDAY, JULY 16, 2017 
for the purpose of electing four at-large members of the 

Congregational Officer Nominating Committee. 

Please plan to attend this meeting. 

mailto:mellymelv215@gmail.com
mailto:freedomschoolfpcg@gmail.com
mailto:freedomschoolfpcg@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freedom School’s Annual 

 FLAPJACK  

 FUNDRAISER 

When: Saturday, July 22, 2017 

                 8:00 to 10:00 am 

Where:  Applebee’s, 323 Old York Road 

                 Jenkintown, PA 19046 

Cost:      $10 per Adult  

    $5 for Scholars and Kids 

Who:       YOU!!! 

Have fun while supporting a great cause! 

Contact Contina Lundy,  

freedomschoolfpcg@gmail.com. 

to purchase tickets. 

PAR RecycleWorks Event at First Church 

Saturday, July 15 from 9 am to 1 pm 

• Clean your house of e-waste and help a great cause in the process.  
Bring your old computers, printers, keyboards, cell phones, etc.   

• Data on old hard drives will be triple-destroyed by magnetic degauss-
ing, then a hole being drilled into the drive and, finally, shredding.   

• Devices are deconstructed by hand and the resulting metals are pack-
aged and sold to metal processors.  Proceeds help to pay for salaries 
and job skills training for formerly incarcerated men and women. 
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WINDOW ON THE WEEK   

 
 

Sunday, July 9 
9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
11:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 
Monday, July 10 

5:00 PM 
5:00 PM 

 
Tuesday, July 11 

1:00 PM 
  

Wednesday, July 12 
3:00 PM 
5:00 PM 
5:30 PM 
6:30 PM 
6:30 PM 

 
Thursday, July 13 

 
Friday, July 14 

3:30 PM 
 

Saturday, July 15 
9:00 AM 

10:00 AM 
 

Sunday, July 16 
 

9:00 AM  
10:00 AM 
11:30 AM 
11:30 AM 
11:30 AM 

 
 
 

Handbell Choir—Choir Room 
Worship—The Reverend Randal L. Bremer preaching 
Sunday School 
Adult Education—Finney Room 
PNC Meeting—Upstairs Office 
 
 
Adult Education—Finney Room 
Keystone State Boychoir Auditions—Choir Room 
 
 
Commonwealth Youthchoirs Staff Meeting—Primary Room 

 
 
Staff Meeting—Upstairs Office 
Keystone State Boychoir Auditions—Choir Room  
GACM Board Meeting—Jennings Room  
Christian Education Committee—Upstairs Office 
Session—Finney Room 
 
 
 
 
Drop-in Center 
 
 
PAR Recycleworks Event—main parking lot, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Open Gym 
 
Congregational Meeting  
Ordination and Installation of Officers 
Handbell Choir—Choir Room 
Worship—The Reverend Randal L. Bremer preaching 
Sunday School 
Adult Education—Finney Room 
Pastor Nominating Committee—Upstairs Office 
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Church Officers 

Elders 
 
2017 
Andrew Hood 
Christopher Scott   
Gloria Bethea 
 
Clerk of Session: 
Madeline Valentine 
 

 
 
2018  
Ted Walkenhorst 
Carolyn Ballard-Freeman   
Robert Seed 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2019 
Joseph Leube 
Delores Solomon 
Deborah Thompson 

Deacons 
 
2017 
Randy Clever 
Linda Farlow 
Susan Mills Farrington 
 
 
 

 
 
2018 
Don Carlin 
Vera Harrison 
Dani Howard 
 
 
 

 
 
2019 
Ruth Cato 
Diane Filter 
Dick Liberty 
 

First Church Staff                                                                                     

Interim Pastor  
Director of Adult Education and Community Life 

 Director of Urban Ministry 
Director of Music  

Director of the Gospel Choir 
Director of Christian Education 

 Parish Visitor 
Building Manager 

Administrative Assistant 
Bookkeeper 

 Sextons 

Randal  L. Bremer 
Kevin L. Porter 
Eileen Jones 
F. Anthony Thurman 
Sara Carter-Blanford 
Christian Heyer-Rivera 
Heidi Mercado-Littles 
Terry Boyer 
Joan Harris 
Cindy Osborne 
Tanieya Matthews, Robert Patterson, Harold Whaley 

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown 
35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144 

Phone 215-843-8811  FAX 888-333-5032 
www.fpcgermantown.org 


