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Windows
The Linda Leube 
Memorial Concert 
Piano in Recital 
Internationally recognized concert pianist 
and Steinway Artist Gayle Martin will perform 
the inaugural recital on the Linda Leube 
Memorial Concert Piano. Her program will 
include the Brazilian Cycle of Heitor Villa-
Lobos, Beethoven’s famous Moonlight Sonata, 
and Schumann’s Widmung, transcribed for the 
piano by Liszt. She will be joined by Ted Barr 
for Franz Schubert’s beloved Fantasy in F Minor 
(for four hands). Gayle and Ted are excited to 
be sharing this inaugural piano recital with our 
First Church family.

GAYLE MARTIN achieved international 
prominence as sole American laureate of 
the sixth International Tchaikovsky Piano 
Competition in Moscow—the third American 
woman ever to reach the finals. A native 
Texan, she was one of the last students of the 
famous pedagogue, Mme. Rosina Lhevinne at 
the Juilliard School. Gayle has presented solo 
recitals and performed as concerto soloist with 
orchestras around the world. Her latest CD 
recording, To Keep the Dark Away, has received 
rave reviews and is available on Amazon.com. 

“This is an infinitely rewarding disc that 
demands repeated listening to get the most out 
of it.” (Fanfare Magazine)

TED BARR has joined Gayle Martin in piano 
duo performances in New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania. He is pianist and organist 
at Haddonfield First Presbyterian Church and 
has performed organ recitals in New York City, 
Princeton, Washington, Chicago, and at Cologne 
Cathedral. A Kentucky native, Ted is a graduate 
of Westminster Choir College and has taught 
on the faculties of Westminster, Rutgers, and 
Wagner College in New York City. He offers 
private instruction in organ, piano, and voice 
in Cherry Hill. His students have performed on 
Broadway, with major symphony orchestras 
and opera companies, and in the world’s largest 
churches and cathedrals.

Ted Barr and Gayle Martin, concert pianists.  
Photo by Joseph Routon.

May 14, Mother’s Day, 4pm

Inaugural Recital
Reception following

14

About Christian Education 

In an article entitled “From the 
Suburbs to the City: A Youth Minister 
Finds His Calling in Germantown,” 
FPCG’s Director of Christian Education 
Christian Heyer-Rivera is featured in a 
profile on the web site Germantown 
Beat:  A News Site for Philadelphia’s 
Historic Germantown Neighborhood.  
While an electronic notice was sent 
to members and friends of the church 
concerning the article, those who may 
have missed it can view it at  
http:wp.lasalle.edu/gb/.

On Palm Sunday, April 9, after weeks 
of confirmation classes, five young 
people—Aidan McCord-Amasis, Maya 
Clever, Madison Lundy, Zaria Cuffee, 
and Jasmine Greene—stood before 
the congregation and read their 
statements of faith as they had earlier 
at a Session meeting. You will find 
those statements throughout this issue 
of Windows.

Kirkwood Camp Fishing Festival & 
Day of Fun is on May 6.  Fun for kids 
and grown-ups of all age, including 
zip line, scavenger hunts and games.  
Overnight accommodations on May 5 
are available.  This is an opportunity 
for first-time visitors to become 
acquainted with the camp which is 
located in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania.  
For details about the May trip, see 
Christian Heyer-Rivera.

Kirkwood Camp Fishing 
Festival & Day of Fun 

Saturday, May 6
9am - 2pm

Fun for all ages!

Welcome New Member:  Christopher Torrance
Uniting with the church last month is Christopher Torrance, a native of Philadelphia.  He lived in the Poconos 
region—Stroudsburg, Hazelton, Scranton—for several years and has been a construction worker and a security 
guard in the city.  He would like folks to know that this church saved his life when he was at a particular low point. 
Passing the church, he said the doors were open “and something kept shoving me in.”  Welcome, Christopher!
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May
1  Mary Lundy

7  Rose Slater

8  Taneisha Gibbs

12  James Thompson

15  Douglas Payne

24  Glenna Hazeltine

25  Maurice Horne

26  Aaron Bass

27  Madison Lundy

Birthdays

Wish these members a happy 
birthday next time you see them!

The Pastor’s Paragraphs
Dear Friends of FPC in Germantown

Somehow it has stayed in my memory. A seminary professor, decades ago, said 
that one aspect of spiritual maturity is the capacity to celebrate the good that 
exists in the midst of the partial and the imperfect. Opportunity to recall that 
statement came last week as I assisted my mother move from her beloved home 
into an assisted living facility. A twenty-year struggle with macular degeneration 
has limited Mom’s vision. The pain of bursitis has been an unwelcome companion 

for months. These challenges could easily have produced a negative and depressed feeling. Yet it wasn’t to 
be found. Mom found joys worthy of celebration in many aspects of her new surroundings. Her joy taught 
another life lesson to her children and grands: every day has its own good if we have a will to see it.

Each phase of our lives brings many challenges. It is challenging to be young and navigate the 
educational system, as is being old enough to be caring for the young and bone weary from meeting a 
challenging routine that will be recycled tomorrow, and the day after. It is challenging to be half way 
along a career path and struggle to bring fresh energy and creativity in to tasks that seem mundane and 
repetitive. Every day brings challenges, but also comes with joy, satisfaction, and meaning. Lord, give us 
the vision to celebrate every day that you grant us upon this earth.

Your fellow servant,
Randy Bremer, Interim Pastor

Randy Bremer,  
Interim Pastor
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Design and Layout:  
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Statement Of Faith: AIDAN MCCORD-AMASIS

I’m Aidan and I was born and raised as a Christian as well as most of my 
family. I was baptized as a child in Summit Presbyterian with my younger 

brother at the age of five. My parents joined this church around two years 
ago and we’ve been coming ever since. Through my life ever since I was young, I have 

been to many churches, but this church has made me and my family feel at home with the 
hospitality from the congregation. I’m certainly comfortable with the members of this church 
and am willing to grow with my fellow Christians. As a follower of the Christian faith, I believe 
that God is the almighty creator, the never-ending lover. He is my guide, and will be there for 
me and my loved ones. 

I believe Jesus Christ is the Savior and Lord. He is the one who died for our sins and our 
mistakes in life, who set us free from sin to lead us down the right path, the Prince of Peace, 
the Son of God, the Messiah and the Redeemer. The Holy Spirit is the person of God I feel, 
the one supporting me, the presence of God, the spirit and the comforter. The church is to 
cure the sick, feed the hungry, help the poor and spread God’s word. To be confirmed is to 
accept God into your life completely, to engage yourself in the church and to become a true 
follower by faith. The required steps to become a fully active member of the church is to 
participate and study more. To take part in community projects to help others, to go to youth 
group and even help in the nursery. I believe that as a Christian and as a member of this 
church I should love everyone in the congregation, no matter what age or ethnicity. I should 
value everyone’s opinions, be friendly, and  respect my elders along with my peers as well as 
respect the church's rules.  I am ready to help spread the word of God through the church as 
well as believe and share the word of the Lord. 

I would like to take the time to thank God for my wonderful family, especially my parents for 
pushing me so hard as well as my friends and elders who also gave me a huge helping hand 
while discussing my faith. I would like to thank the congregation for accepting me and my 
family into this church to help us all worship the Lord together.

THOSE WHOM WE 
HAVE LOST AWHILE

April 11 
Ethel “Sunny” David Gerber

Aged 91. Member since 1951, sister-in-
law of Louise David.

April 26
William H. Oldach, Jr.

United with the church in 1938
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The Christian Education Committee would like to thank God and all the willing volunteers 
who made this year's Easter Festival on Saturday, April 15, such a huge success.  From the 
Congregational Development and Fellowship Committee’s cooking and serving the food, to 
the many members taking pictures, helping lead fun- and faith-filled crafts at the various 
tables, hiding and directing our annual egg hunt, leading music from our Children's Choir and 
participants in worship, so many hands were willing and able to help bless our community, our 
families and so many children!  We pray the joy of the Festival, the proclamation of Jesus Christ 
risen from the dead, and the abiding presence of the risen Christ through the Holy Spirit produce 
much fruit in the lives of all those who participated and volunteered! To God be all glory!

EASTER
FESTIVAL
THANKS
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Statement Of Faith: MAYA CLEVER

Hello. I am Maya Clever. My grandfather, my  mother, and I have been at 
this church for about six years. I have been involved in church for all my 

life and was baptized in an Episcopal church which is the first step in which 
God called me. I think very highly of Jesus. I may not pray every night, but 

one thing I know for sure is that he is definitely my Savior. He suffered for our sins so our 
sins wouldn’t separate us from God. He is also my Lord I know this because he is ruler of 
all we see before us. He may not physically be with us but he is within us. I was confirmed 
at the beginning of my life when I was first baptized at Calvary which is the name of my 
previous church. Before, it was Jesus calling me and claiming me as his own. Now it is just 
me confirming that I am one of his own. I am really excited to become an active member 
because it not only makes my bond with Jesus stronger but it joins myself to this church and 
also it is as if I am growing up and learning how my strengths can help others. I can now join 
new groups within the church as well. In the past I have seen God work through prayer. I have 
prayed many times for Jesus to help me with a test that I was sure to fail or just a difficult 
time in my life. One big moment was when my grandmother was in the hospital last year for 
a back injury. I prayed that she would get better and she is. She sometimes has pains in her 
back but mostly she has been healed. I think I can bring some of my talents and interests in 
to the church in two ways. One is through knowledge. I am not an expert about everything in 
the Bible but I have been exposed to many different faiths and beliefs. I go to a Presbyterian 
church, was baptized in an Episcopal church, previously was in a Catholic school, some 
people in my current school are Jewish, and I have Muslim neighbors. So you could say I have 
picked up a couple things. These diverse points of view could help in the impact of sharing 
the Gospel to my community.

Another way is that some people know that I can be pretty cheerful at times which 
could help with children and I also can be pretty patient. Lastly, I would like to thank my 
grandfather and mother for always making Jesus and God a part of my life and for the 
people who taught me about his great ways. Thank you.
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PLEDGES

2017 Pledge Goal: 
$ 360,000

Pledges as of Mar. 31, 2017

$ 89,647

EXPENSES

Expenses as of Mar. 31, 2017

Budget $ 201,502

Actual $ 201,502
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2017 FINANCIAL 
OUTLOOK THUS FAR

We are already into the second 
quarter of this year!  The financial 
results for the first quarter are 
listed in the table below. On a 
positive note our Pledge income 
and expenses to date are very 
close to 25% of the annual 
budgeted amounts. Please help 
us keep up this performance.

At the May Congregational 
meeting the financial results for 
2016 will be presented to the 
congregation.  Preliminary results 
were published earlier this year.

Jade Bass Receives 
Doctor of Ministry Degree

The Reverend Jade King Bass is now the Reverend Dr. Jade King Bass.   This 
spring, she received the degree of Doctor of Ministry from the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Mt. Airy.

After a career in education—Jade was a science teacher for 25 years and an 
administrator , an assistant high school principal, for six years—she was 
called to the ministry in the Presbyterian Church (USA) and was ordained 

as a Teaching Elder.  She is now a Member at Large of the Presbytery of Philadelphia and most recently 
served as Temporary Supply at the Mt. Airy Presbyterian Church.

As Dr. Bass has affirmed:  I love the Lord, my family and my friends and the people of God.  For me, 
ordination was about answering the call of God to be His servant.  I have learned to have perseverance 
through all of life’s personal trials and to strive for what God’s will is for my life.  My desire in life is to 
please, worship, glorify God and enjoy Him forever.

Jade is married to Aaron C. Bass, Jr., a member of our congregation, and they are the parents of five:  
Naja, Clyde, Aaron III, Jarod and Sherita.

Congratulations, Dr. Bass!

Rev. Dr. Jade King Bass
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Statement Of Faith: ZARIA CUFFEE

My name is Zaria Cuffee. I was born and raised right here at First Pres. 
My mother had me baptized here as a baby. My mother and grandmother 

became members of this church years ago. Jesus being my Savior means I don't 
have to worry about my sins overwhelming me because I know that Jesus died for 

my sins and that our God is a forgiving God. Jesus is my Lord because I know that he is the 
one true God and I will never put anything above him. I know God hears and answers prayers 
and is always with me. A time I really understood this was when my mother was deployed 
to Afghanistan. I prayed to Him that He would bring my mother home safe and we all know 
how that turned out. I'm grateful that my Mother had me baptized as a child to show that 
Jesus accepts me in my church community. Now it's time for me to accept Jesus as my Lord 
and Savior with the support of my church community. I am ready to take a more active role 
in helping with the youth of this church. I will share my ability to work with the youth in the 
Nursery and Sunday School. Helping others grow in their faith is really important to me. I 
want to thank God that he gave me a loving mother, grandmother and other close relatives 
that encourage my faith in Jesus Christ. I also want to thank (and this is not in any particular 
order) the Littles, the Lundys, the Heyer-Riveras, the Overtons and Christopher Scott, Jr., for 
being there when I needed them the most.

PNC UPDATE:   
THE LORDSHIP OF 
JESUS CHRIST

Largely because of the church’s 

Season of Easter, the progress of 

the Pastor Nominating Committee 

has slowed somewhat.  All of the 

applicants who are in active ministry 

have been involved in the activities of 

their churches.

Helpful in the search has been the 

reading and studying of Dean E. 

Foose’s Searching for a Pastor the 

Presbyterian Way with the subtitle of 

“A Roadmap for Pastor Nominating 

Committees.”  Foose, after more 

than 20 years in urban ministry, is 

the Director of Alumni Relations and 

Placement Emeritus at Princeton 

Theological Seminary.  On pages 12 

and 13 of his book, the writer advises 

the committee that “At the beginning 

of your search process, recognize the 

biblical and theological foundation 

for our status as people of God.  We 

are a product of God’s persistent 

work of calling and shaping a faithful 

people.  Our Presbyterian system of 

government calls for continuity with 

and faithfulness to the heritage that 

lies behind the contemporary church.  

It calls equally for openness and 

faithfulness to the renewing activity of 

the God of history.

“Presbyterians have a firm theological 

foundation, and we have written it 

into our Form of Government.  We 

believe ‘God has put all things under 

the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has 

made Christ Head of the Church, which 

is his body.  Christ calls the church into 

being, giving it all that is necessary for 

its mission to the world, for its building 

up, and for its service to God.  Christ is 

present with the church in both Spirit 

and Word.  It belongs to Christ as he 

wills, exercising his authority by the 

ministry of women and men for the 

establishment and extension of his 

Kingdom’”

Your Pastor Nominating Committee 

faithfully embraces these beliefs 

and strives hard to uphold them as 

we search for our next pastor.

Easter Lillies
The lilies in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, April 16, were given in memory and honor of:

Robert M. Aiken, Jr.

Robert M. Aiken, Sr.

Jamie Alexander

Mr. & Mrs. James E. Anderson

Mr. & Mrs. John L. Asher, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. Earl J. Ball, Jr.

Keith Alan Benjamin

Dr. Kenneth Benjamin

Irene & Gordon Benson

Eleanore S. Berrington

Mary E. Bethea

Capt. Michael P. Cassidy, U. S. A.

Robert & Vera Cato

Sandra Cato Gohr

John A. Chandler

Mr. & Mrs. William M. David

Mr. & Mrs. Edward M. David

Clifford David

Sunny David Gerber

Alma E. Deas

Samuel M. Deas

Vera R. Deas

Elma Devine

Bea Gardner

Florence Garrett

Mr. & Mrs. James Gregg

Margery W. Guenthoer

Betty A. Henze

Annie Jackson

Myrtle Jackson

The Rev. Freddie Jackson

Dr. James Jackson

Reginald Jackson

William Jackson

Charles & Ora Kaylor

Mr. & Mrs. Paul W. Keibler

Mr. & Mrs. Harry W. Kleiser

Mr. & Mrs. Miles Krimmel

Constance A. Lane

Joseph J. Leube, Sr.

Linda M. Leube

Margaret M. Leube

Irene & Joseph Liberty

Virginia Mechling 

Norma & Dick Mercer

Esther S. Nafziger

Carolyn M. Nagel

Eleanor C. Parker

George & Margaret Parker

Michael R. Parks

Benny Patterson

Gloria Patterson 

Mr. & Mrs. Charles W. Reese

Mr. & Mrs. Garrett H. Rentrop

Mr. & Mrs. Jack H. Rosensteel

Ethel Ogden Royce

Mr. & Mrs. Franklin P. Smith

Jeannette S. Swartz

Curtis Staats

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Steffy

Edith Stewart

Elizabeth H. Thompson

George Paul Thompson

H. George Thompson

Hilma E. Thompson

Patricia K. 
Thompson

Fred W. 
Thurman

Virginia Von 
Frankenberg

Gee Gee White

Mr. & Mrs. 
William G. Young
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Statement Of 
Faith: JASMINE 
GREENE

My name is Jasmine Greene 
and I’ve been at First 
Presbyterian Church for ten 
years now. My mom Sara 
Greene came here when 
her neighbor invited her 
and my Aunt Jenn when 
she was about five years 
old. Then she got involved 
in youth group and the 
confirmation class until 
where she got confirmed. 
In 2015, my brother LJ 
Greene became a confirmed 
member.  I will be the third 
generation member here at  
First Presbyterian Church in 
Germantown.  believe what it 
says in the Apostle’s Creed... 
“I believe in God. I believe 
that Jesus is God’s only son. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body and 
the life everlasting.” Being 
a confirmed and active 
member means to me that I 
may help teach the younger 
children with arts and crafts. 
It also means that I would 
keep learning and studying 
the Bible. I will keep asking 
questions and continue to 
learn what it means to be a 
Christian as I grow.

I would like to thank my mom 
Sara Greene, my brother LJ, 
my grandmother Lois and her 
husband Charles Bethea and 
the Heyer-Riveras, especially 
Mrs. Sheila and my educator 
Christian.

Statement Of Faith: MADISON LUNDY

My name is Madison Lundy, and I am 12 years old, turning 13 on May 27.  I 
love to dance and I love music and money.  I also love food and having fun.  
I especially love this church and Jesus.  I was baptized when I was an infant 

at this church and when my mom was pregnant with me she had the baby 
shower here.

I believe in Jesus and that he is my Lord and Savior and I believe that God has called me to 
become a fully active member of this church.  I believe that Jesus is God in the flesh.  I also 
believe that God is real and that he is trying to guide me to the right path so that I can be 
successful in the many aspects in life.  I believe that Jesus died for my sins on the cross and 
my faith in his love for me is a very strong bond that cannot be broken.

I am very happy because I finally can become an active member of this church.  I am excited 
to be able to voice my opinion to the committees, pastors, deacons, and session.  I have 
always wanted to become a deacon and I would like to establish junior deacons for people 
that are younger than eighteen.  I want to share all of my gifts and talents with everyone.

I want to thank a few people but I am not trying to put these people in an order from 
greatest to least, this is just how I wrote it.  I would like to thank my mom, Lechelle Garnett, 
for just being the best mom in the world and for always supporting me no matter what 
the situation is and I love you.  I would like to thank my grandma, Mary Lundy, for always 
putting up with me even if I gave her an extremely hard time and I love you.  I would like 
to thank my aunt, Contina Lundy, for always having my back and for guiding me down the 
right path to success.  Also, for helping me get through the worst things in life and I love 
you.  I would like to thank my dad, Frank Lundy II, for loving and caring for and about me 
and I really appreciate it and I love you.  I would like to thank my grandpa, Frank Lundy, for 
always looking out for me and I love you.  I have saved the best for last, I would like to thank 
my little sister, Kelsi Lundy because she is just an amazing sister.  I know that it may seem 
as though I don’t appreciate her but, I couldn’t ask for a better sister and I love you.  I LOVE 
EVERYONE!!!

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 

Each spring scholarship applications are 
available for members and friends of the 
church involved in PFCG programs and 

are enrolled in post-secondary education 
programs. 

The deadline for this year is June 15.

For More Information

Call the church office at 215-843-8811 or 
see Christian Heyer-Rivera  

or Contina Lunday.

Tuesday May 2
6:15pm

For tickets and info:
cychoirs.org/childrensmarch

KEYSTONE CHOIRS AT GIRARD COLLEGE, MAY 2

Singers in Keystone State Boychoir, Pennsylvania Girlchoir 
and CY’s Find Your Instrument! Choirs will perform The 
Children’s March at Girard College on Tuesday, May 2.  This 
is an important date because it marks the beginning of the 
1963 Children’s Crusade, when children stood on the front 
lines of the Civil Rights Movement.
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Lois VanEerden:  Educator Personified
Even after 55 active and cherished years in the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown, 
Lois VanEerden is still at it—as coordinator in half a dozen sites of the Reading Buddies 
Program, including the one at Interfaith House across from the church.  The others are 
First Presbyterian in Philadelphia, the Mary Field Presbyterian, Germantown Home, 
Cathedral Village, and KleinLife, a senior center in the Northeast.

Lois’ career in education has conditioned her well for working with the nearly 200 
Philadelphia school children who are tutored by a comparable number of volunteers 
at the churches and retirement communities.  A graduate of Germantown High School, 
she has a B. A. in Elementary Education from Juniata College and a M. A. in Education 
from Temple University.  She has taught special education in the Norristown area and 
kindergarten, first and second grades in the Cheltenham School District. After 11 years, 
though, she said, “I saw myself going up the same set of stairs for the rest of my life, and 
I didn’t want to do it.” Her subsequent soul-searching led to interviews for teaching jobs 
abroad, and in the process she was offered a principal’s position in Ghana and a teaching 
job in Russia.  But the year was 1967, a time of great international unrest, and “they [the 
Russians] were still throwing tomatoes at Americans.”

Yet she did get abroad in her next position, one she held for 26 years, 
that of educational consultant primarily in the field of reading for 
Scott Foresman, the book publishing company.  She was sent “with 
her book bag” to the Netherlands, the country in which her father 
was born, and to Iceland, Newfoundland, Bermuda, the Azores, 
among other places.  “I never would have been written up in my high 
school yearbooks as one who would be giving presentations,” Lois 
said, but that was a major part of her job of the editing, developing 
and servicing of reading materials.  The former teacher’s traveling 
later was confined to the southeastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
territory with occasional forays into Washington D. C. and Maryland.  
As she looked back on her career, she said that “working with 
teachers and helping them use the materials they had purchased was 
like going to college all over again.”

After all that traveling, the book lady always returned home to 
Germantown.  Her family had moved here from the Logan section 
of the city when Lois was ten years old, and after becoming quite 
familiar with all the Presbyterian churches in the area, including the 
United Presbyterian Church, and in her teen-age years, the Market 
Square Church, she came to First in 1962.  She was invited here by 
a group of young working and professional singles, including Bette 
Young, then Kleiser.  In addition to playing volleyball on Tuesday 
nights, the women and men met on Sunday evenings to discuss the 
controversial social and cultural changes of the 1960s.  “Some of the 
members of the church were not at all aware of what was happening 
and the changes around them,” said Lois.  But the group with whom 
she was so closely associated made a profound impact on her life. 
Their reading and discussing The Me Nobody Knows:  Children’s Voices 
from the Ghetto, edited by Stephen M. Joseph, led to their outreach to 
the John Wister Elementary School on Bringhurst Street where they 

labored hard to build the kinds of relationships with the children that 
expanded their horizons in ways that might change their lives.

At the church, it was not long before Ms. VanEerden was teaching 
Sunday school: the middlers of third and fourth grades and then 
the kindergarten class.  It was a time the church had two services 
and Sunday school was held in between.  Sundays for Lois was a 9:00 
am-12:30 pm stretch.  When she united with the church in 1964, Rev. 
Reginald Thomas was the pastor; in 1975 when the Rev. Aaron Gast 
was minister, she became a deacon.  In 1983, when she was the third 
woman in the history of the church to serve as a trustee, the Rev. 
Scottie Griffin was in the pulpit.  And in 1992, with the Rev. Donald 
Simpson as pastor, she was ordained an elder.  Years later, during the 
ministry of the Rev. Nancy Muth, Lois VanEerden served again as a 
deacon. Most recently, she has been a member of the bell choir.

In another Presbyterian venue, the Presbyterian Homes Auxiliary, of 
which she was a member, she met Patricia P. Quigg, the founder and 
director of Reading Buddies, and in 2000, the program, then at 18  sites, 
became Lois’s “passion” as she agreed to be an assistant to Ms. Quigg.  
“I love being able to use my background in so many positive ways in 
meeting the adults I’ve come to treasure as they encourage and support 
the children,” said Lois.  “Reading Buddies has changed my life.”

In her spare time—Lois chuckled at the term—the long-time educator 
loves quilting because of “the colors and geometric patterns I work 
with.”  Now living in Lansdale, she still travels extensively to visit 
her 13 nieces and nephews all in different states and countries.  But 
Lois VanEerden’s chief excursions these days are to the Reading 
Buddies’ locations and to her cherished church on Chelten Avenue in 
Germantown.

Lois Vaneerden

“I saw myself going up the same set of stairs for the rest of my life, and I 
didn’t want to do it.”
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T H E  F I R S T 
P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H 

I N  G E R M A N T O W N

35 West Chelten Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19144

phone 
215.843.8811

fax 
888.333.5032

info@fpcgermantown.org

D E L I V E R  T O :

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown is to reflect the loving presence of Christ in Germantown as we serve 
others faithfully, worship God joyfully, and share life together in a diverse and generous community.

EASTER MUSIC IN GERMANTOWN 

From these voices and these instruments came the joyous sounds of 
Easter music in our sanctuary on Easter:  Guilmont's "Communion" 
and "Grand Triumphal Chorus"; Handel's "I Know that my Redeemer 
Liveth" (from Messiah); Beethoven's "Hallelujah" (from the Mount of 
Olives); "Hallelujah" (from Messiah); and Widor's "Toccata in F Major."  

Flanking the chancel choir in the front row are (left) F. Anthony 
Thurman, Director of Music and organist, and (right) Zubin Hathi, 
timpanist and percussionist; (far right) Charlotte Olson, trumpeter. 
Added to this music were the voices of the congregation raised in 
the hymns, "Jesus Christ is Risen Today," "How Great Thou Art" and 
'Lift High the Cross."
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