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SPECIAL THANK YOU TO
MS. ALYSIA WILLIAMS
On Sunday, January 29, during coffee hour the church recognized the
six years of devoted service to our children of Ms. Alysia Williams,
Nursery Room and Aftercare Attendant/Manager. Miss Alysia has
touched the lives of the children with the loving care she has given
each one. She has also shared her generous faith with us. The
church thanks her for her faithfulness to God and our church family.

PNC Update
Did you know that you could recommend an individual to be considered as the next pastor of The
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown? Such recommendations are just one of the ways people
are placed in the pool of potential candidates for the position. The main path to being considered is
probably the one through the CLC of the PC(USA). It is a clearinghouse for matching a pastor’s Personal
Identification Form (PIF) with that of First Church’s Ministers’ Information Form (MIF).
The Pastor Nominating Committee continues its work meeting weekly and being involved in the
process of evaluating the five-page forms. The forty-six PIFs which have thus far been received reveal,
as anticipated, a wide-range of experience from pastors currently located around the country. The
committee evaluates the applications by a consideration of academic degrees and the institutions,
particularly seminaries, from which those degrees are awarded. The amount and range of continuing
education is looked at carefully. Certainly the number of years as a pastor as well as the sizes of the
churches are of major concern. How closely do their “leadership competencies” match the ones
we have made priorities? Responses to four narrative questions yield a great deal; those questions
are: describe a moment in your recent ministry that you recognize as one of success and fulfillment;
describe the ministry setting to which you believe God is calling you; what areas of growth have you
identified in yourself; describe a time when you have led change. Of paramount importance, however,
is a candidate’s Statement of Faith.
Recently the committee met with the Rev. Lori Kosinski, one of the co-chairs of the Presbytery’s
Commission on Ministry (COM); she is the pastor of the Norriton Presbyterian Church. Rev. Kosinski
shared observations she had had in reading PIFs and evaluating them. Her main suggestion to us was to
prepare follow-up questions for candidates being seriously considered.
Members of the congregation are encouraged to recommend to the PNC pastors they know either
personally or by reputation. Speak to any member of the committee: Contina Lundy, Charles Bethea,
Leah Hood, Jason Williams, Rosy Walkenhorst, Glenna Hazeltine, Daniel Conner, Arlene Grace and Sam Whyte.
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STEWARDSHIP
STATUS FOR 2017
Our church’s financial results for
2016 are encouraging. The year was
finished with balanced income and
expenses; the giving income exceeded
the goal!
At the November Congregational
Meeting, the Session approved 2017
balanced budget was presented. It
included an increase over the 2016
goal in giving while recognizing that
some other income, available in 2016,
would not be available for 2017.
We have received good responses to
the request for pledges for the 2017
campaign. To all of you who have
responded again, our sincere thanks!
But there still are some who have not
yet responded and we need to hear
from you! We need your sustained
help to continue to care for our church
and the Germantown community.
Recall again what Revered Randy said
in the appeal letter: For the health of
your soul and for the love of Jesus
Christ, please prayerfully consider your
generous response to the needs of our
church as we try to be faithful stewards
in planning our budget for 2017.
Pledge cards may be returned by mail
to the church office, placed in the
Sunday offering plates or dropped into
the mail slot by the church office.
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Birthdays
Be sure to wish these members a
happy birthday next time you see
them!

February
1 Liz Drum
3 Andrea Overton
4 F. Louise David
8 Herb Henze
8 Arlene Ricketts
10 Evadney Miller
11 Debbie Ricketts
13 Carol Asher
13 Pamela Murray
14 Jean Swenson
14 Marlene Young
14 Deborah Thompson
15 Mary Benjamin
15 Faith Wolford
19 Lee Vaughn
23 Regina Carter
24 Carolyn Ballard-Freeman
26 Earl Ball
26 David Corbin

JANUARY 21:
AN AMAZING SATURDAY AT THE CHURCH

OVER 100

Add those together and the result is an amazingly

PEOPLE.

successful Stop Hunger Now packaging event held in

$7,200.

and members from Forest Grove Presbyterian Church,

OVER

OVER

Longstreth Auditorium on Saturday, January 21. Some
more ingredients: members and friends from the FPCG
ranging in age from five months to 92; the pastor
members of the Summit Presbyterian Church, some
women from the local chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

27,000

FOOD
PACKAGES.

Tim Robinson brings in
the supplies.

The inspiration for the event was born when the Rev.
Randy Bremer visited Haiti and observed first hand
children eating mud cookies. Deeply moved by what
he saw, he asked the church to see what might be done
through the organization called Stop Hunger Now whose
mission is that “together we can end hunger.” With Gloria
Bethea and Christ Scott co-chairing the committee, the
January date was settled on, and now that day is history.
Shown here is a pictorial account of the preparation of the

On their mark, getting set and.....

The first
step in
filling the
packages,
carefully
measuring
the contents.

food packages, 27,000 of them. They will be combined
with other packets and go to 41 countries in the world.

The mission of the First
Presbyterian Church in
Germantown is to reflect the
loving presence of Christ in
Germantown as we serve
others faithfully, worship God
joyfully, and share life together
in a diverse and generous
community.
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The only
red beard
amid all the
red heads.

Five people worked at each table;
FPCG's newest member, Scott Condello,
is at far right end of the table.
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Nancy Smith,center, who celebrated her 92nd
birthday in November, worked for hours.

In the center, the youngest "chief,"
Jameson McCord-Amasis at five months,
between his Father, Mark, and Jack Asher.

Rev. Susan Fall of Forest Grove Presbyterian
Church traveled almost 60 miles with members of
her church.
'"They also serve who
only stand and wait."
(Milton)

The Boxers.

The finished food
packages being
taken to be sealed.

Waiting to begin sealing the packages.

The Bremers, Donna and Randy, prepare
to sound the gong signifying that 27,200
packages of food have been filled.

Kahlil Overton and Dave
Wolford put the finishing
touches on the boxes of food.
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The Pastor’s Paragraph
Dear Friend of FPC in Germantown;

Parish Visitor Heidi MercadoLittles will be in Chile from
January 17 until March 18.
If you have any pastoral
concerns, please call the
Church or your Deacon.

“Depend upon it, Sir, when a man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight,
it concentrates his mind wonderfully,” so said Samuel Johnson concerning
a friend facing execution. Though far less dramatic than the gallows, I am
finding that impending retirement also has a way of concentrating the mind.
When my parents and grandparents told me that time goes faster as you get
older, I did not pay much attention. Now that wisdom confronts me with an
unblinking stare. Almost three hundred years ago, Isaac Watts wrote a hymn
with the verse:
Randy Bremer,
Interim Pastor

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, Bears all its sons away;

They fly, forgotten, as a dream Dies at the opening day.

WELCOME CAROLYN TARVER
AND SCOTT CONDELLO
Uniting with the church on December
4, 2016, were Scott Condello and
Carolyn Tarver, both by Reaffirmation
of Faith.
Ms. Tarver’s address is #10, 6101 Morris
Street, 19144. Mr. Condello’s address
is P.O. Box 272, Lansdale, PA 19446.
Their telephone numbers and e-mails
are available in the church office.
As Section G-1.0304 in the Book of
Order 2015-1017 notes about “The
Ministry of Members”: “Membership in
the Church of Jesus Christ is a joy and
a privilege. It is also a commitment
to participate in Christ’s mission. A
faithful member bears witness to God’s
love and grace and promises to be
involved responsibly in the ministry of
Christ’s Church.”
Welcome Carolyn and Scott!

Windows is a publication of The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
For questions regarding the information
published here or to submit content,
please contact the church office.
Editor:
Sam Whyte

Watts mentioned a topic that many find uncomfortable, that is the inescapable fact that we are only
here for a time. The Psalmist tells us that acceptance of our mortality is an essential step toward
wisdom.
The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years,
yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. … So teach us to number
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. (Psalm 90:10, 12 KJV)
Our faith offers hope in the face of every challenge that we face. It is especially consoling in the face of
the ultimate challenge. Isaac Watts began the hymn quoted above with this profound reassurance:
Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home.
We have today as God’s gift to us. Let us purpose to live it joyously, freely, and productively.
In Christ,
Randy Bremer, Interim Pastor

Those Whom We Have Lost Awhile
Marilyn F. Gathers
deceased January 14, 2017
volunteer in the Germantown
Avenue Crisis Center

Florence J. Krahling
deceased January 14, 2017
in Washington Township, Ohio
mother of Allison Seed

Theodore David Kuehn
deceased December 31
in Pittsburgh
choir member for 50 years

Bernice Roundtree
deceased December 28, 2016
member since 2006

“And from the ground these blossoms red, Life that shall endless be.”

Contributors:
Randy Bremer, Heidi Mercado-Littles,
Jim Thompson, Ted Walkenhorst
Design and Layout:
Kristin Puls of Mountain Paper
www.mountainpaper.com
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SIGN UP NOW!
It's time to reserve your place on the bus for an all-day, all-fun trip to Princeton,
New Jersey, on Saturday, April 27. It costs $28. See Gloria Bethea.
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PRELIMINARY 2016 FINANCIAL REPORT
In 2016 we met a year of some unexpected changes with positive actions that achieved good results. We praise God that for another year we
could meet these challenges and continue to carry out God’s work here in Germantown. Here are the results for 2016 from a financial perspective.

2016 HIGHLIGHTS

Our stewardship

Giving income exceeded

The combination of higher giving/general income

goal by $11,095 (3.2%)! Our

coupled with expense savings meant that fewer

sincere thanks to all those

additional investment gains were needed from the

who made commitments

endowment. This has a twofold effect – it helps

We have lost some

and then honored their

preserve the endowment for future needs and provides

faithful supporters

commitments.

a reserve, if needed, for 2017.

through death and

Our expenses were less than we budgeted for several reasons – salaries primarily due to

campaign for 2017
has been promising.

relocation, but we

changes in staffing levels after the year began plus the redefinition of roles and expanding

have also added some

the use of volunteers that relieved adding some staff. These savings will not exist for 2017.

new supporters who

Most of the committees performed well relative to their budget; an exception was Property

help bridge that gap.

where many unexpected but needed repairs had to be made.

There are still some
faithful members who
have not yet pledged.

2016 BUDGET

2016 ACTUAL

VARIANCE

Remember that you
can indicate your

Income

$ 780,749

$744,337

$ 36,412

support by continuing

Expenses

$ 772,825

$ 744,337

$ 28,488

to contribute if your

$ 7,924

$0

Net

personal status
prevents a pledge
commitment now.
Please give this your

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2017
The Session approved a balanced budget that depends on certain conditions. Key factors
are that the giving income continues to grow as it did in 2016. Stewardship and pledging
are vital to our financial health.

prayerful consideration
to help ensure that
we can carry out our
mission both this year
and for many years to

Staffing costs currently represent over 50% of the operating budget. We need to
continually examine ways that we can meet our needs without incurring additional costs
in these areas. We share a common problem with many other churches and non-profits in
that the cost of benefits for staff continues to grow faster than the ability to support these
increases.

come.
Please note that these are
preliminary 2016 results; our
external accountants will
be performing a financial

We need to improve our emphasis on planned giving and other estate planning items that
will enable our endowment to keep pace with our needs. Do you have the church as the
beneficiary in your estate documents? How about in your retirement savings plans?
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review during the coming
months and their report will
be presented at the May
Congregational Meeting.
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Lift Every Voice and Sing!
KEYSTONE STATE BOYCHOIR
First Church was delighted to welcome two
select ensembles from the Keystone State
Boychoir who sang during our worship service
on Sunday, January 8. Anonymous 8 and the
Eight Sopranos were led by their distinguished
music director, Joseph Fitzmartin. We offer our
appreciation to Steve Fisher and Julie Donahue
who made it possible for the boys to be with us
and look forward to having KSB back with us
again in worship on Sunday, April 23.

CHANCEL CHOIR

Photo credit: Joseph Routon

First Row: Karen Wuest, Evelyn Santiago,
Marney Hague, Marlene Jefferson, Rebecca
Hughes, Bert Akien, and Grace Moragne
Second Row: Margaret Mezzacappa, Vera
Harrison, Sharon Derstine, Ruth Cato, Susan
Farrington, David Cassie, and David Wolford
Third Row: Joe Leube, Stuart Jasper, Aaron
Scarberry, David Corbin, Marc DiNardo, Jesse
Padgett, and Rob Phillips Not pictured: Diane
Filter, Andrea Overton, Ruby Camarena, and
Chester Ridley

DELIVER TO:

THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN

35 West Chelten Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19144
phone

215.843.8811
fax

888.333.5032
info@fpcgermantown.org
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THE BLACK NATIONAL ANTHEM
“Lift Every Voice and Sing," often called the Black
National Anthem, was written by two brothers, the
words by James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938) and the
music by John Rosamond Johnson (1873-1954). The
poem was first read on Abraham Lincoln’s birthday,
February 12, 1900, at a school in Jacksonville, Florida,
where James Weldon was principal. Little by little, the
poem gained prominence and even more so when it
was set to music. Julian Bond, former board chairman
of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), felt the song greatly inspired
the early Civil Rights Movement. “When people stand
and sing it, you just feel a connectedness with the
song, with all the people who’ve sung it on numerous
occasions, happy and sad, over the 100 years before.”

