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GACM Awarded Large Grant
by E. R. Deaver Foundation

The annual First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown barbecue will take place, rain or shine,
after worship on Sunday, September 11.

Annual All-Church
Picnic/Barbecue
to be Shared by
Members & Friends
The annual First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown barbecue sponsored by the
Congregational Development and Fellowship
Committee (CDFC) will take place, rain or
shine, after worship on Sunday, September 11.
Members and friends of First Church are invited
to contribute a side dish, salad or another choice,
fruit, and/or dessert item, ready for serving for
this event. The Christian Education Committee
will again provide the fun activities. Please see
Delores Solomon, Chair of CDFC, or any member
of the committee to volunteer. Especially needed
are volunteers to grill hot dogs (beef) and burgers
(beef and turkey).
As Christian Heyer-Rivera noted in his August
28 sermon entitled “Living It Out: the Humility
and Generosity of Our God,” referring to Jesus’
parable about hunger in Luke 14, “We are known
by those with whom we share meals. With whom
will you share the picnic?

Largely through the efforts of member Wayne Swift, the Germantown Avenue Crisis
Ministry (GACM) is the recipient of a grant of $11,750 from the Elmer Roe Deaver
Foundation. The money will be used for a new initiative to be determined by the Crisis
Ministry. In making the application for the funds, Eileen Jones, the center’s director,
cited the mission of the ministry: “To connect at risk Northwest Philadelphia residents to
resources within themselves and the community, that resolve their crises, stabilize their
lives and equip them to take the next step(s) toward self sufficiency.”
Elmer Roe Deaver (1892-1953), born in Baltimore and a long-time resident of Philadelphia
and Bryn Mawr, was the president of the Quaker City Life Insurance Company, and the
fund was established first to assist his employees as well as bank workers. Incorporated in
1996 as the Elmer Roe Deaver Foundation, it has as its main function to provide first year
college scholarships in the amount of $4000 for minority students living in Pennsylvania,
New Jersey and Delaware. With the advent of heath care and other medical related
advancements, however, the fund was expanded to include, among others, grant monies
for catastrophic medical events. It is for the latter that the grant was awarded to the Crisis
Ministry. The trust is administered by Wells Fargo Bank.
Wayne Swift, a First Church member since 1959, has long been active with the Whosoever
Gospel Mission and was instrumental in obtaining a sizeable grant earlier this year for the
Christian organization located a few blocks from the church on East Chelten Avenue.

A WALL OF FACES The faces of the children of First Presbyterian. See these and more which line
the wall of the staircase in Longstreth leading to the second floor.
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AN INVITATION FROM
THE EVANGELISM
COMMITTEE

Enjoy meeting new people and sharing
your FPCG experiences with them?
Then the Evangelism Committee is
a great opportunity for you to do
just that. The "work" is easy, fun and
rewarding. Your church thanks you!

To find our more, contact
Ted Walkenhorst:
267-808-1896 or
tedwalkenhorst@yahoo.com.

POST GA222

Wednesday, September 14
7:00-8:30 pm
The Presbytery of Philadelphia will host
a Post-General Assembly Amendment
Informational Gathering at the Valley
Forge Presbyterian Church, 191 Town
Center Road, King of Prussia, Pa.

Windows is a publication of The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
For questions regarding the information
published here or to submit content,
please contact the church office.
Editor:
Sam Whyte
Contributors:
Michael Banks, Randy Bremer, Camari
Fitzgerald, Heidi Mercado-Littles,
Contina Lundy, Lois Nafziger-Bethea,
Wayne Swift, Jim Thompson, Tony
Thurman, Ted Walkenhorst, Faith
Wolford

The Pastor’s Paragraphs
Race and Reconciliation

Randy Bremer,
Interim Pastor

Confession is one of those words that have several meanings. One meaning
is admitting that we have done wrong in a legal or spiritual sense. Another
meaning is that a confession is a declaration of what we believe. The
Presbyterian Church is a confessional church. That is, we have a book of
confessions that declare the central beliefs of our church. Two of those
confessions are: The Confession of 1967 and the Belhar Confession. C’67 was
written in the 1960s as a response to the civil rights movement. The Belhar
Confession was written in South Africa in 1983 and challenged the church to
end apartheid.

Beginning on Sunday, September 18, Eileen Jones and I will be teaching an
Adult Sunday School class that examines Race and Reconciliation from the perspective of C’67 and
Belhar. I believe that FPC in Germantown is uniquely positioned to engage these critical issues in a
positive way, and hope that you will be a part of the discussion. Please join us and be a part of our
church’s witness during this critical time.
In Christ,
Randy Bremer, Interim Pastor

The office volunteers are Ruth Cato, Ernie Freeman, Sally
McCord Amasis and Lois Nafziger-Bethea. We answer phones,
sort mail, answer the door, file for Cindy, prepare mailings and
answer lots of questions for people. Many people come to our
church looking for solutions to all kinds of problems. The crisis
ministry can help most of them, but they also come to spend
time in solace and prayer. Sometimes they are looking for space
for some type of meeting or performance. Sometimes they want to use the restroom or take a shower.
We cannot always help them, but we try to be accommodating and sympathetic and be a good face for
the church to the community.
A group of volunteers, Pete Smith, Marc Dinardo, Mary Lundy, Jim Thompson, Joe Leube and Lois NafzigerBethea are working with Terry Boyer in building and property management since Jesse Jacobs left to take
another position. Lois keeps track of to do lists and helps Terry make phone calls and follow-up with
contractors. Joe and Jim are very hands on – repairing fans, installing hot water heaters, removing outdated
equipment, getting bids and brainstorming solutions to building issues. Marc Dinardo generously shares his
electric knowledge and expertise. He spent 2 ½ days one recent week preparing for and watching over the
new sump pump installation. Probably the most amazing accomplishment was Joe and Jim’s diagnosing an
issue with the sanctuary lighting. Under Marc’s supervision (from Colorado) they downloaded the manual,
found the faulty part, ordered and installed it. Mary Lundy is the eyes and ears of the committee around
the building, noticing issues that need attention before things get out of control. She was a helpful building
liaison with Freedom School this summer. In addition to being our capable church treasurer and doing
all the banking, Pete Smith also lends his expertise to the building group, drawing on his wealth of
experience running the YMCA.
- Lois Nafzinger-Bethea
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A decade ago, Dani Howard came to Philadelphia from Southern
California to visit a friend whose young son had pancreatic
cystic fibrosis. The young man, now 14, is today a student in
Chestnut Hill Academy, and Dani is a full-fledged resident of the
city—read Mt. Airy—and a completely devoted member of the
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown.
By the time she graduated from Whittier College in 2004, she had
attended at least 14 different schools and colleges. At Whittier,
“Nixon’s College, as she pointed out, she was a business finance
Dani Howard, chef extraordinaire, is
major as well as a budding financial planner. That education
caught with another cook’s offering.
opened the doors to years of work in non-profit organizations,
but when in Philadelphia she lost a good job at the University of Pennsylvania and was fast losing ground
personally, a friend who sang in the choir here suggested that Dani visit the church. Taking that advice,
Ms. Howard walked through the front door one Palm Sunday, and during the passing of the peace, Jack
Asher greeted her as though she were a prodigal daughter. “You can’t know the impression that made on
my life. It was though he was really waiting for me,” she said.
On Palm Sunday a year later, Dani joined the church, the first time in her life to become affiliated with a
religious organization. Very quickly the young woman threw herself into the life of First Presbyterian.
She has been a member of the Congregational and Development Committee, the Administration and
Finance Committee and is currently a Deacon. She frequently organizes and assists with special events
such as repasts and family reunions.

Volunteers Assist in Office,
Building

Design and Layout:
Kristin Puls of Mountain Paper
www.mountainpaper.com
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Deacon Dani Howard
Multi-tasks for Church

It is as a Deacon that Dani recently made a kind of history. For the members of the congregation under
her care, she prepared an eight-course meal, from wine to dessert, and served it to “her people.” “I
want to make them feel special, so I will do as much as I can for them,” she said. That specialness will
continue in September at the church’s annual picnic, for Deacon Howard is planning for her charges
to sit a special table reserved for them and be once again feted by her. Dani’s culinary talents began at
age six when she learned how to cook working beside her mother who was a chef. Later, Dani found
employment in the food industry as a bartender and as an accountant.
When Dani once again was without a job, this time for 13 months, her association with the church led
to employment for her when she became the administrative assistant to Lucy Roop, the Executive
Presbyter of the Presbytery of Philadelphia, as well as assistant to the Stated Clerk. During the jobless
period, the members and staff of this church “rallied around me and saved my life. I am here by the
grace of God and his people at First Germantown,“ she said. Currently she is a manager for Esperanza,
the non-profit agency in Huntington Park which serves the Hispanic community with a variety of
programs in education, economic development and advocacy.
With her extensive work in administration, Dani knows she is “extremely resourceful.” She is spurred
to action when faced with what seem to be impossible tasks. “If you say you can’t do it, I’ll find a way
for you,” she said. At the church, she would like to start a volunteer program by harnessing all of the
talent in the congregation and then finding ways to best use that treasure. She has been pondering how
to approach such a program if only she could find enough time to organize and implement it.
Outside of the non-profit agencies and her church, Dani’s interests include pool (she is a semiprofessional player and is looking for a pool table), museums (she has visited many of the world’s most
valued museums), cooking and catering (she knows a goldmine of menus and cuisines), and foster
parenting (she is anticipating taking into her care yet another three- or four-year-old girl).
Dani observed that she has spent a great deal of her life in the service of others without really knowing
why, but now being in the church, and at the First Presbyterian Church specifically, she has discovered
the reason. It’s called God’s love.
The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

Computer
Available For
Use By Members
There is a computer, equipped with
Office 365 software, and a printer
in the office at the church that is
specifically set up for people to
use who do not have satisfactory
computers at home. Members
of the congregation can access
the internet, prepare and print
documents and check their email.
Chris Scott has offered to do classes
for people who need to develop
basic computer skills. Please see
him to arrange a time.

FPCG Members Active in
Presbytery
The Presbytery of Philadelphia includes
numerous commissions and committees
that depend upon the gifts and talents
of Teaching Elders, Ruling Elders and
other church members. Together they
discover where the Holy Spirit may be
prompting them to use these gifts.
Members of the FPCG who serve on
those commissions and committees
include the following:
Gloria Bethea
Committee on Nominations
Randall Rosensteel
Commission on Leadership
James Thompson
Commission on Preparation
Charles Bethea
Commission on Financial Management
Irene Overton
Committee on Personnel
Daniel Conner
Permanent Judicial Commission
Madeline Valentine
Commissioner to the Synod, Policy
Governance Commission for the Synod
of the Trinity
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Reflections of Freedom School’s Two First Year Servant Leaders

STEWARDSHIP, AN INVESTMENT
As we enter the season of fall many things are changing but one thing
remains constant – our annual stewardship campaign. Below are two
thoughts regarding this upcoming season.

My duration as a Servant Leader Intern for the First
Presbyterian Church of Germantown's Freedom School
taught me so much about the value of the urban youth of
Philadelphia. About eight weeks ago, I was preparing myself
for a brand new adventure, one that would change my life
forever.
Having never heard of Freedom School prior to this summer, I was
immersed immediately into its culture and lifestyle by veteran SLIs,
Andre and Melvin Brown. Along with other returning staff and new faces
like myself, we gelled together very early on as a team. By the beginnings

If I could summarize my summer working
at Freedom School it would be -AMAZING.
I have worked in summer camps since I was 13
years old, and I can honestly say the Freedom
School experience is definitely the most special
and certainly one I was blessed to be a part of.
What really sets Freedom School apart from other
camps is just the energy I get from all the staff and
scholars. The scholars are always ready to learn

2 Corinthians 9.7
"Each one must give as he
has decided in his heart,
not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver."

Investing our resources for the sake of the kingdom is risky. It takes
courage. As we sow the seeds of our time, talent, and treasure, some
will fall on deaf ears. Others will fall on ears which are somewhat
receptive. And our resources will be sown in places where some will
accept them and use them and benefit from them until the worldly
attitudes of society creep up around them. We will be disappointed,
frustrated, even ridiculed at times.

But thanks to God, sometimes our resources will be accepted by deep, receptive, productive people. Some will
receive our investments of time, talent and treasure and happily accept them and use them and benefit from
them – and produce fruit for the kingdom because of our investments. And because of our willingness to seek
out the best investments of our resources, the kingdom of God will have an unbelievable harvest.

BEST. And when we all get together for Harambee

Think about how God is calling you to sow the seeds for the kingdom. Are you sowing with an attitude of
defeatism or with resilience? Are you sowing haphazardly or with purpose? 1

it's always a party!

Jim Thompson

program, working with ages from five years old to fourteen years of age.

But even when we weren't dancing and jumping

1

What stood out to me over the course of that initial week was the sense of

around, I enjoyed every single moment of working

family and familiarity that everyone seemed to have with each other, a

in Freedom School. I love that every scholar brings

village in every sense of the word. I observed scholars who were very

his or her own uniqueness, and I really got the

serious about reading and engaging in activities, as well as those who

chance to get to know each one. It was an amazing

from time to time needed a bit of guidance. I was astounded by the level

feeling getting to share with the scholars what I

of community amongst the scholars, as they'd often assume the role of

know about life lessons and culture, and watching

the leader, the big sibling, and as the role model. I often found myself

them carry out what they learned throughout the

re-evaluating my own self after interacting with so many of these bright

day. Besides the scholars, each staff member

young people, who inspired me throughout the summer to be my best

brings their own gifts to Freedom School.

and to do my best to help them do the same.

Freedom School's staff is literally the best one out

of week one, the strength of our team was tested with the arrival of the
Scholars. Over those first five days, we as a team worked diligently to
establish a fun and engaging atmosphere for everyone in the summer

To speak specifically to the responsibility of being the Servant Leader
Intern for the oldest group of scholars (Level 3), I feel absolutely blessed
and honored to have been able to not only work with them, but to bear
witness to the incredible potential of so many intelligent young people.

and have fun, and the staff is hands down THE

because of our love of the program and the
scholars, and knowing we had each other for
support made every exhausting day easier.
I will truly treasure my seven weeks at Freedom

growth and progression, these scholars have impressed me with their level

School because, unlike anywhere else I've ever

of awareness of self and desire to strive for greatness. There are unlimited

worked, I feel as though I've experienced personal

obstacles in these scholars' paths to success, and they are determined to

growth. Something that I would never have gotten

overcome any and every one of them

anywhere else in such a short period of time.

that lay in their way.

Every trip, event, Reading Integrated Curriculum

The First Presbyterian Church of
Germantown gave me, a recent Penn

activities will be a memory that I will cherish. All
the energy, passion, and dedication we put into the
program definitely paid off on Friday August 14.

State graduate. I stand in awe of this

I can honestly say that Freedom School was the

Church's commitment to the

best work experience I've had and I am sincerely

community and the families in it. I

honored and blessed to have been a part of it.

look forward to Freedom School 2017.

Thank you to FPCG, members, staff and scholars

Michael Banks
Penn State

for making this an amazing summer!
Camari Fitzgerald
Sophomore, University of Pittsburgh
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May 31, 2016

July 31, 2016

May 31, 2016

July 31, 2016

Budget

$ 336,377

$ 450,206

$ 169,876

$ 224,470

Actual

$ 317,419

$ 450,206

there hands down. We all bonded so quickly

Whether it was in regards to their writing, reading, artistic or mental

I am humbled by the opportunity that

Actual

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

Respect silence and be open to
the Holy Spirit.
All that we do is to be for the
good of the congregation,
community and beyond.
All people's views are valued.
Speak from "I" place.
Listen respectfully to one
another.

Speak the truth in love.

EXPENSES

2016 Pledge Goal: $ 350,000

Remember why we are here: we
are the Church of Jesus Christ.

Take our share of the talking time
and help others do the same.

From the Fearless Generosity Theme materials based on Ephesians 3:20-21.

PLEDGES

GROUND
RULES
FOR ALL
MEETINGS

Lectionary Readings for September
Our faith as Presbyterians is rooted in Holy Scripture. Lectionary readings are used regularly as the
foundation of our worship and preaching. For those members of the church who may want to read,
reflect upon and study the weekly lesson, here are the readings for September. Please note that
changes may be made on some Sundays.

2016 OUTREACH &
MISSION GRANTS
Gloria Bethea, chairperson
of the Mission and Outreach
Committee, has announced
the 2016 Community Grants.
Following are the recipients
with the names of the church’s
representatives to the boards
of the organizations:
Philadelphia Interfaith
Hospitality Network,
Jim Thompson
Presby’s Inspired Life,
Bill Young

September 4

September 18

First Reading Jeremiah 18:1–11
Psalm Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18
Second Reading Philemon 1–21
Gospel Luke 14:25–33

First Reading Jeremiah 8:18—9:1
Psalm Psalm 79:1–9
Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1–7
Gospel Luke 16:1–13

September 11

September 25

Whosoever Gospel Mission,
Wayne Swift

First Reading Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28
Psalm Psalm 14
Second Reading 1 Timothy 1:12–17
Gospel Luke 15:1–10

First Reading Jeremiah 32:1–3a, 6–15
Psalm Psalm 91:1–6, 14–16
Second Reading 1 Timothy 6:6–19
Gospel Luke 16:19–31

Germantown Avenue Crisis
Ministry

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

Urban Resource Development
Corp, Joe Leube
Reading Buddies, Inc.,
Lois VanEerden & Sam Whyte

My Place
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An Open Letter from FPCG's Director of Music
FPCG choirs will
be returning
to worship in
September!

Dear Friends,

If you would like to express

Over the summer months we have enjoyed having a variety of soloists in worship as well as the
Keystone State Boychoir. I have been working with our organ curators to make critical repairs to the
McLean Memorial Pipe Organ to ensure that it is in optimal working condition. A generous donor
has stepped forward to help us replace the problematic piano in the Sanctuary with a fine concert
instrument. In time, we will need to consider a better piano for the Choir Room, so I pray that there
may be another angel in the life of the church to help make this possible. Pianos that carry the name of
a loved one make wonderful memorial gifts.

your faith through music,
please think about finding
a place for yourself in one
of our choirs. The Gospel
Choir, led by Sara Carter-

Thank you for the warm welcome you have given me as your new music director. It has been a
wonderful summer of transition into my new position in Germantown following a 22-year-long tenure
as music director at the Irvington Presbyterian Church in New York. From my earliest meetings with
your church leaders and search committee I have felt extraordinary appreciation and great support for
the music program at First Church. In the coming season I know we will do great things together.

Branford, will resume

Our choral season is now quickly approaching. Here is what I have planned:

Thursday evening rehearsals

On Saturday, Sept. 10, from 1-3 p.m., I will lead a special Chancel Choir rehearsal in the Sanctuary
to review upcoming anthems I have planned for the fall and to rehearse for the service on Sept. 11,
our first Sunday back in the choir loft. We will meet on Sundays at 9 a.m. to warmup for the 10 a.m.
service, and will rehearse following worship from 11:30-12:30 in the Choir Room. Regular and punctual
attendance by all is expected to ensure that the choir’s leadership in worship remains strong and
vibrant.

on August 25 at 6:30. The
choir will sing in worship on
Sunday, September 4, and
on the first Sunday of each
month thereafter through
June. The Chancel Choir
will have a special rehearsal
on Saturday, September
10, from 1-3 p.m., and will
return to singing weekly
in worship on Sunday,
September 11. The Chancel
Choir will meet at 9 a.m. on
Sundays mornings and will

Section leaders Stuart Jasper, Jesse Padgett, and Karen Wuest will be returning. I am delighted to let
you know that Robert Phillips, no stranger to our choir, will be back with us following his 20-year-long
tenure at Chestnut Hill Presbyterian. Evelyn Santiago will join us in the soprano section. I am currently
conducting auditions for our alto section leader position.
Oratorio Choir rehearsals preparing for our annual Messiah concert will be on Wednesday evenings
in November, from 7:30-9 p.m., in the Sanctuary. The dress rehearsal will be on Saturday, Dec. 3, from
10-12:30, and concert on Sunday, Dec. 4, at 4 p.m. In addition, the Chancel Choir will sing for seasonal
services on Christmas Eve (7 p.m.), Ash Wednesday, and Maundy Thursday.
Please confirm your attendance at the Sept. 10 rehearsal and Sept. 11 service via e-mail to music.
fpcgermantown@gmail.com. I look forward to a great year of music ministry together with you.
Thank you again!

rehearse from 11:30-12:30

Sincerely yours,

following worship.

Tony

IMPORTANT CHOIR DATES:
AUGUST 25
6:30pm

Let your voice be heard! For more
information, please contact Music
Director F. Anthony Thurman at
music.fpcgermantown@gmail.com.
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Thursday
evening
rehearsals
resume.

SEPTEMBER 4
Choir resumes
singing during
Sunday worship
and continues
on first Sunday
of the month
through June.

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown

SEPTEMBER 10
1pm - 3pm
Chancel
Choir special
rehearsal.

Tuesday, September 20, 2016
SEPTEMBER 11
Chancel Choir
returns to singing
in weekly worship.
Reherasal is
11:30am - 12:30pm
every Sunday
following worship.

Beginning at 7:00 pm
Oxford Presbyterian Church
8501 Stenton Avenue, Philadelphia PA 19150

Hosted by the Presbytery of Philadelphia

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
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Birthdays
Be sure to wish these congregation
members a happy birthday next
time you see them!

September
1 Erika Littles
1 Wayne Swift
2 DeWayne Robinson
5 Stephanie Haynes
7 Ruth Cato
8 Robert Cato
9 Don Carlin
10 Howard Tyrrell
11 Late-ta Darby-Smith

12
13
14
14
15
15
15
16
17

Frances Smith
Evelyn Hasse
Jade Bass
Ann Reisse
Warren Leibowitz
Joyce Singer
Rosemary Williams
Christian Wilson
Zady Hasse

18 Martin Lagunsad
19 Filomena Santos
19 Sol Williams
24 Debra Gary
25 Brian Harris
25 Melissa Miller
25 Bernice Roundtree
27 Lisa Martin

Please come to a Special Presentation given by the Rev. Randy Bremer on Sunday, September 25, at the coffee hour.

The mission of the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown is to reflect the loving presence
of Christ in Germantown as we serve others faithfully, worship God joyfully, and share life
together in a diverse and generous community.

DELIVER TO:

THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN GERMANTOWN

35 West Chelten Ave
Philadelphia, PA 19144
phone

215.843.8811
fax

888.333.5032
info@fpcgermantown.org
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