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December 1, 2015
Dear Friends of FPC in Germantown;

SPECIAL DATES OF
INTEREST:

Wednesday
December 2
Session
7:00 PM

Sunday
December 6
Messiah Concert
3:00 PM
Christmas Dinner
4:45 PM
Saturday
December 12
Christmas Festival
11:00 AM
Keystone Concert
6:00 PM
Sunday
December 13
Keystone Concert
3:00 PM
6:00 PM
Thursday
December 24
Christmas Eve
Prelude 6:40 PM
Worship 7:00 PM

There are few things in this world more dependent than a new-born child. In the past
year Donna and I have been blessed to hold three infant grandchildren in our arms. I
could get lost for hours studying the face of a tiny child. Delight is taken in every small
hint of interaction; even the gas induced grimace is interpreted as a smile. My seminary
thesis advisor, James Loder, did post-graduate study at the Piaget Institute. In Piaget’s
understanding of human development the first fascination we are born with is the desire to look into the human face. As we get older, sustained face-to-face contact is uncomfortable, but an infant will hold that gaze for an extended time without embarrassment. In Loder’s words, we are born looking for a face that will not go away.
I cannot hold a small child without being astonished by the vulnerability of God that
confronts us in the Christmas story. The God of creation, whose creative word called
the universe into being, became incarnate in our human flesh. In the Bethlehem babe
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. He came into our world through the womb
of Mary, born into the same totally dependent state in which all of us enter the world.
Born into a world too busy to give him place; born into a violent world where some
who lusted for sustained power considered the child a threat and he was forced to become a refugee.
If the beginning of Jesus’ life was marked by vulnerability, his death epitomized its
essence. Excruciating is one of the strongest words for pain that we have at our disposal in the English language. It literally means “out of the cross.” The cross was no
way to treat any human being and certainly no way to treat the Son of God. God knew
the cost of the incarnation from before the foundation of the world, and did not hold
back this lavish outpouring of love because of the price it would demand. The birth,
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus is the measure of God’s desire to know and to be
known, to be in a relationship with the people formed in God’s image and likeness.
My prayer for you in this Christmas season and for the new year about to unfold is:
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine upon you, and
be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
Your fellow servant in Christ,

Randy Bremer
Interim Pastor
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Financial
Report
2015 Pledge Goal
$350,000
Pledge to
October 31, 2015
$299, 419
Expenses as of
October 31, 2015
Budget
4704,997

The Christmas Joy Offering has been collected in Presbyterian churches for
almost seventy years. Half of the monies collected in this offering is used to
support Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and colleges. The other half is distributed by the Presbyterian Board of Pensions in its assistance programs
which help retired church workers and their spouses through difficult times.
Please give generously to this important mission.

Actual
$665,251

Challenge
Offering
October
Presbyterian
Peacemaking
$433.00

Community
Grants

The poinsettias in the sanctuary during the Christmas season are in memory and
honor of our loved ones. As is our custom, these flowers will be delivered after
Christmas to the sick and shut-in of our congregation. Please contact Joan Harris during office hours: Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 10:00 AM till 4:00
PM if you would like your family members’ or friends’ names included in the
worship bulletin. The cost is $15 per line. Listings will be accepted until
Wednesday, December 16, 2015.

Urban Resources
Development Corp.
$2,000.00
Whosoever Gospel
Mission
$2,500.00

Thursday, December 24

FPCG
Church Office Hours
Wednesday—Friday
10:00 AM—4:00 PM
To schedule a meeting
or event contact

Joan Harris
215-843-8811, ext. 12

Nativity Concert
6:40 PM
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols
7:00 PM
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Christmas is a time we can show our appreciation to our staff for all they do during the year as they serve
our congregation and community. Most of us have experienced the “extra” each of these staff members
puts into their job. Staff Appreciation Christmas Gifts will be given to Kevin, Eileen, David, Christian,
Heidi, Jesse, Terry and Tanieya just prior to the holiday.
You can share in these appreciation gifts by mailing your contribution (checks made out to The First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown) to the Personnel Committee, The First Presbyterian Church in
Germantown, 35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144 or by placing the check in the mailbox by
the church office. There will also be opportunities to make a contribution during the Sunday coffee
hours.

One of the most famous Christmas stories ever written (though one read not
often today) is "The Story of the Other Wise Man" (1896) by Henry Van Dyke
who was born in Germantown in 1852 when his father was the pastor of The
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown.

The Reverend Henry Van Dyke

The "other wise man" is a fourth one, Artaban, who, also seeing the brightly
shining star in the sky, sets out in search of the Christ Child after selling all of
his possessions so that he can take three precious jewels to the baby. On the
way, however, he responds to people who need his help, and, as a result, he has
nothing to take to the child. He never even gets to see him. Then in a vision
Christ appears to Artaban and tells him that in helping others, he has indeed
seen and aided Christ. "But this I know. Those who seek Him will do well to
look among the poor and the lowly, the sorrowful and the oppressed."

In addition to writing the story along with dozens of books, Van Dyke wrote the words to the hymn
"Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee." An ordained Presbyterian minister, he was the chairperson of the committee which produced the church's The Book of Common Worship 1906. For nearly 20 years, he was the pastor of the Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City and was associated with Princeton University and
Princeton Theological Seminary for most of his adult life. President Woodrow Wilson, a classmate from
Princeton's undergraduate years, appointed him Minister to the Netherlands and Luxembourg. Even
though Van Dyke died in 1933, books of quotations still contain memorable sayings from his writings,
including "Time is too slow for those who wait, too swift for those who fear, too long for those who
grieve, too short for those who rejoice, but for those who love, time is eternity."
Van Dyke's father, also named the Rev. Dr. Henry Van Dyke (1822-1891), was born in a house closer to
Abington than to Germantown but served as pastor here only a short time, 1852-1853, since two of his
sons died at the time resulting in the minister's needing to take a leave of absence.
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The next time you see Irene Overton walk from her pew in the west transept and head
for coffee hour, ask to see the oversized index card on which she has listed, in alphabetical order, the 50—yes, that's right—50 countries in the world in which she has walked.
In many of those countries for long periods of time she has lived and taught and
worked.
Irene is a Philadelphian, born and reared with one brother and two sisters in the Methodist household of the Jeffress family. Her pre-college education is also all Philadelphian: the Meehan School which was all black; the Keyser School, Mifflin and Girls' High
from which she graduated. It was off to Penn State where, of all subjects, history interested her the most; however, an instructor at the college told her it wouldn't be a good
thing to major in history. So she changed to elementary education.
Upon graduation and becoming affiliated with the Board of Missions of the Methodist Church, she was assigned to a three-year teaching position in Puerto Rico. There, with four other young people, she quickly
adapted to the culture, learned the language and geography, and gained much teaching experience. In the summer before her last year on the island, she and her friends went to Europe on a ship which was part-cargo and
part-passenger. She admits to having a "flirting good time" there with all the sailors.
Once abroad, in Spain, France, Switzerland and England, the five women traveled by bicycles and stayed in
youth hostels. It was during that time that Irene had her first real taste for travel.

Back in the United States, she took a job as a youth director for a teenage program in Princeton where, as she
says, "she learned more on the job than ever imaginable." She admits that at the time she was not a "cool person" as far as knowing the lingo of young people or their interests. As an extension of her job, she was invited
to events where seminaries—Princeton and Lincoln included—would gather for joint programs. At one of
these she met a young man studying for the Presbyterian ministry at Lincoln Seminary; he was Kermit E. Overton, soon ordained as a pastor, and the two were married in 1956. At that time, Irene became a Presbyterian.
Both Overtons desired to do missionary work. It was the policy of the Board of Missions of the Presbyterian
Church then that prospective missionaries needed to be invited by a country to do work there. They would go
as "fraternal workers" where they would serve the natives until the latter had succeeded in learning all they
could from the outsiders.
Irene and Kermit's first field was in West Africa's the Republic of Cameroon at the Port Harcourt Project of
the Scottish Presbyterian Church and the Port Harcourt Christian Council. As a Team Ministry, Rev. Overton
preached and ministered to dock workers while Irene taught in the Adult Literacy program both in the day and
the evening. During their tenure in that country, their daughter Andrea was born. When later, they spent a
year in Paris, daughter Lydia was born. Other assignments included Cambodia where they built desks for
scholars, the Cook Islands, and Nigeria where they were a part of a multi-religious, multi-cultural program.
Eventually, though, the Overtons had to leave Nigeria because of the civil war raging between the north and
the south. "I remember seeing dead bodies all over the streets," Irene said.
Continued on page 5
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Interspersed at various times among various assignments, they returned to America where Kermit attended
Union Seminary, in New York City; they lived in a building near Barnard College solely for missionaries. Irene attended City College of New York working on a degree in library science. For a while, the family lived in
Hartford, Connecticut.
When in 1969 Rev. Overton was offered the pastorate of the First African Presbyterian Church, located at
42nd and Girard Streets, Irene, Andrea and Lydia moved with him to Philadelphia. (Mr. Overton succeeded
the Rev. Sheldon B. Waters who in retirement lived at Rydal Park and faithfully attended First Germantown).
Returning to college, Irene completed her degree in library science at Drexel and began a teaching career, first
for a brief time at Stetson Middle School but then for 25 years at Olney High School. Working usually after
school, Irene became involved in setting up the first computer programs in the public schools of Philadelphia. As for the young girls, they were enrolled at Germantown Friends where Andrea and First Church's
Marc Dinardo were students together.
Then came a divorce for the Overtons, and Irene felt she had to leave First African. While she visited several
churches, her choice in 1990 was First Germantown. "The people were so friendly. I really liked the worship
service. And Donald Simpson was a good pastor," she said.
Since uniting with the congregation, she has been very active, serving on the Session three times, having been
ordained an elder at First African. She has been on the Mission and Outreach Committee and the Christian
Education Committee. Also involved in the Presbytery, she has served on the Permanent Judicial Commission and the Committee on Personnel. Additionally, she has been a delegate to the General Assembly.
Apart from her Presbyterianism, Irene likes to bowl and knit (but she hasn't had time lately to do either) and
read, read, read, belonging to two book clubs as she does; currently, she is taking a course in "Writing Your
Life Story." The life-long teacher is also involved in tutoring in four different locations. She still travels, particularly with Roads Scholars, formerly known as Elderhostel. Her most recent trip was in American Indian
Territory where she worked on a reservation at a Navaho school.
About The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown, Irene Overton said, "This is home. This is my church
family. It means a great, great deal to me. My hope is that we are going to turn a corner because I believe
that God is calling us to do something entirely different from what we have been doing."
—Sam Whyte

Joe Leube, as knowledgeable as anyone about the buildings of First Church, has pointed out the misinformation shared in the November issue of WINDOWS concerning the baptismal font used in the October
11 baptism of Soren William Hood.
The font is not the one described in the article, that information having come from Finney's Encyclopedia of the
First Presbyterian Church in Germantown of 1950 and The font, "very large and very heavy...at least 36 inches in
diameter...with a heavy wooden top," was removed during the renovations of the sanctuary in 1917 when the
Rev. Donald Simpson was pastor. The stone font stood in the front of the church on the right and proved to
be too heavy on the new marble platform and would likely have required additional floor support.

Since the Market Square Presbyterian Church was being sold at that time, the Rev. Mr. Simpson was able to
obtain the font from the church. It was cleaned up and reconditioned for our use and then placed in its present location. The old font was taken by the architect for use in another Presbyterian church.
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The Philadelphia Chapter of Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light (PAIPL-Phila) is a part of a growing
state and national organization that seeks to bring congregations, faith based organizations and individuals
of different faiths together to respond to climate change as an urgent moral issue. They do this through education, advocacy, public witness, outreach and encouraging cutting carbon emissions through energy conservation, efficiency, and the use of clean, renewable energy.
PAIPL-Phila is now focusing on outreach to urban congregations and the people they serve in their ministries who will face the biggest challenges as the climate changes. Often those persons have fewer resources
and are especially vulnerable to extreme weather events, food insecurity and health problems (such as asthma) that are predicted to increase with climate disruption. Working together to form a broad based coalition, PAIPL-Phila seeks to fight climate change in a way that protects the most vulnerable while building
resilience in the most hard-hit communities. PAIPL-Phila meets monthly at Summit Presbyterian Church,
6757 Greene St., Philadelphia, PA 19119. Meetings are scheduled on alternating 2nd Monday or 2nd Tuesday
of the month and begin at 7:00 PM. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 8, 2015, and the
January meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 11, 2016. For more information contact Reverend Cheryl
Pyrch at cpyrch@summitpres.net. If you would like a ride, please call Rosy Walkenhorst at 267-808-2865.

For a second straight year, our basketball program will leave the hallowed gymnasium in our basement and
partner with Lingelbach Elementary School. Volunteers from FPCG will become the coaching staff of the
school's middle school boys’ basketball team under the direction of Christian Heyer-Rivera. In addition to
providing the school with volunteers from our membership and the community, the partnership has proved
fruitful in other ways. Many Lingelbach students eventually made their way to The Basement, our Friday after school drop-in center outreach program, and also have been consistent members of our middle
school/high school youth group. Please pray for this exciting partnership, the volunteers, the students, and
the fruit that God is bearing through the relationships that are being formed.

Our Confirmation program will begin again Sunday, January 10. This is year one of two of our confirmation program. This first year we will explore eight major Biblical stories/themes that are foundational for
Christian life and ministry. Year two is an exploration of theological questions critical to Christian life and
ministry. Any young person in 6th grade or above is welcome to join us after worship for the hour long
class. Additional classes may be offered during the week for those students unable to make Sundays or a
particular Sunday. Please pray for and give thanks to God for Arlene Grace and Rev. Allison Seed for volunteering to help lead this important class with Christian Heyer-Rivera. As always, pray for the students who
will attend!

PAGE

God of mercy, whose presence sustains us in every circumstance, in the midst of unfolding violence and the
aftermath of terror and loss, we seek the grounding power of your love and compassion. In these days of
fearful danger and division, we need to believe somehow that your kingdom of peace in which all nations
and tribes and languages dwell together in peace is still a possibility. Give us hope and courage that we may
not yield our humanity to fear.., even in these endless days of dwelling in the valley of the shadow of death.
We pray for neighbors in Paris, in Beirut, in Baghdad, who, in the midst of the grace of ordinary life--while
at work, or at play, have been violently assaulted, their lives cut off without mercy.
We are hostages of fear, caught in an escalating cycle of violence whose end cannot be seen.
We open our hearts in anger, sorrow and hope: that those who have been spared as well as those whose
lives are changed forever may find solace, sustenance, and strength in the days of recovery and reflection
that come. We give thanks for strangers who comfort the wounded and who welcome stranded strangers,
for first responders who run toward the sound of gunfire and into the smoke and fire of bombing sites.
Once again, Holy One, we cry, how long, O Lord? We seek forgiveness for the ways in which we have tolerated enmity and endured cultures of violence with weary resignation. We grieve the continued erosion of
the fabric of our common life, the reality of fear that warps the common good. We pray in grief, remembering the lives that have been lost and maimed, in body or spirit.
We ask for sustaining courage for those who are suffering; wisdom and diligence among global and national
agencies and individuals assessing threat and directing relief efforts; and for our anger and sorrow to unite
in service to the establishment of a reign of peace, where the lion and the lamb may dwell together, and terror will not hold sway over our common life.
In these days of shock and sorrow, open our eyes, our hearts, and our hands to the movements of your
Spirit, who flows in us like the river whose streams makes glad the city of God, and the hearts of all who
dwell in it, and in You.
In the name of Christ, our healer and our Light, we pray, Amen.
Prayer by the Rev. Dr. Laurie Ann Kraus
Coordinator, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
We also remember Burundi and South Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo and
Yemen and Syria and the Central African Republic and the United States and all places where
violence recently occurred that did not make the news.

Rev. Dr. Laurie
Ann Kraus

*On Sunday, November 15, just days after the Paris bombings, Rev. Randal
Bremer shared this prayer with the congregation during morning worship; it originated with the "Swords into Plowshares" blog of the Peacemaking Program and
the Presbyterian Ministry at the United Nations
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Rev. Kevin Porter's first question was: What is the church? Response: The people. What is the building? "God's
tabernacle-ing." He suggested that the morning's session would be largely a question-and-answer period of sharing thoughts, a resource for ministry.

Joe Leube gave a brief history of the church relating to the buildings: the main structure in the 1870s, the west
transept added in the 1880s, the east in the 1890s. In 1920, the construction of Longstreth began and in the
next decade the office building. Two basements with two pumps, two floors, an attic, 16 restrooms and 42,000
square feet comprise the building constructed over a well. In the 1980s, the west parking lot was added to the
property.
Charles Bethea asked if an engineering study of the property had been made. Response: since it has been years
since such a study, the property committee is looking into another one.
Jim Thompson reported that the church operates a minimum of 79 hours a week exclusive of special events. A
full-time sexton and three part-timers work 112 hours.
Because of the complexity of the property, it needs, among many other things, competent cleaning/ACH system
maintenance/minor repairs/dealing with tradespeople/snowplowing in winter/trash collection/"personal" security. Historic buildings such as ours operate with deferred maintenance, but keeping proactive and doing minor
things are necessary.
Question: How old are the boilers? Response: the oil burning one is from the 1950s; the gas one is not as old.
Controls and piping in the boilers are the main problems for the system.
Marja Kaisla, a pianist and Cultural and Educational Advocate who lives in Mt. Airy, presented a plan for a music
series for the church. Catering to the demographics of the area, a series needs to be not only classical but also
jazz and gospel, the latter considered a 100% faith-based art form very popular today. She proposed a fourconcert series, the first one perhaps being in November and then the church's traditional "Messiah" in December. In the early spring a jazz concert would be given followed in late spring by a gospel presentation. These
musical offerings can be an important part of the church's faith mission with the church as a community center.
A coordination team from the church would be selected to guide and direct such a music program.
Returning to the building theme, Drew Hood asked: what are we trying to accomplish? what does God want for
this church? In response to the question what does the building mean to you?, the comments were not always directly
geared to that question but ones rather wide-ranging: to the community the church means the flower beds and
the Crisis Ministry; we need a way to make all feel welcome since we don't always appear to be representative of
what we say we are; let people see us by greeting them at the door; we are lacking in memorial stones; update the
poster (art) work inside the church; better signage needed (signs that point to where people are, where they can
go, what rooms are used for what, where the restrooms are; people have to know they are truly welcome; the
building needs to be more hospitable; more communication about handicapped access (now on the east side of
the building); be more "customer-service" oriented; are we user-friendly as a church?; how do we get better fellowship?; greeting people at coffee hour is imperative; perhaps tables could be made available for coffee hour; for
concerts, could more restrooms be made available? what facilities are available for hosting our guests—showers,
baby-bathing?
Summing up, Drew noted: "We can't talk about the building too long before we talk about the fellowship and
people."

Other questions raised: where is our ministry going? How can we start preparing now? what is our building serving?
Two comments stated: (1) We need to lend our support to community groups dealing with drug and alcohol
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Children’s Book Spot

In the season in which we celebrate the birth of the Prince of
Peace, the focus of this
month’s column is Nobel
Peace Laureates—individuals
and organizations. The Laureates are a varied group including Martin Luther King, Jane
Addams, and Mother Teresa.
Four US Presidents—
Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Jimmy Carter
(although an ex-president
when he won), and Barack
Obama are Nobel Laureates.
Amnesty International and
Doctors without Borders are
just two of the organizations
which have been awarded this
prestigious award. The titles in
this month’s column offer
readers of all abilities a glimpse
into the lives or inner workings
of some of our most celebrated peacemakers. Asterisks
mark the titles for older or advanced readers.

Season’s Greetings
and Happy Reading,

Deborah Thompson

Carter, Jimmy. Christmas in Plains: Memories.
Simon & Schuster, 2004.*
Demi. The Dalai Lama. With a Foreword by His Holiness the Dalai Lama.
Henry Holt, 1998.
Demi. Mother Teresa. McElderry Books, 2005.
Johnson, Jen Cullerton. Seeds of Change: Planting a Path to Peace.
Illustrated by Sonia Lynn Sadler. Lee & Low, 2010.
Menchú, Rigoberta. The Girl from Chimel. Illustrated by Domi.
Translated by David Unger. Groundwood, 2005.*
Morley, David. Healing Our World: Inside Doctors Without Borders.
Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2008.*
Napoli, Donna Jo. Mama Mitti. Wangari Maathai and the Trees of Kenya.
Illustrated by Kadir Nelson. Simon & Schuster, 2010.
Nelson, Kadir. Nelson Mandela. Katherine Tegen Books, 2013.
Nivola, Claire A. Planting the Trees of Kenya:
The Story of Wangari Maathai. FSG, 2008.
Stone, Tanya Lee. The House That Jane Built: A Story about Jane Addams. Illustrated by Kathryn Brown. Henry Holt, 2015.
Tutu, Desmond & Douglas Carlton Abrams. Desmond and the Very
Mean Word. Illustrated by A.G. Ford. Candlewick, 2013.
Winter, Jeanette. Malala, a Brave Girl from Pakistan/Iqbal,
a Brave Boy from Pakistan: Two Stories of Bravery. Beach Lane,
2014
Yoo, Paula. Twenty-two Cents: Muhammad Yunus and the Village Bank.
Illustrated by Jamel Akib. Lee & Low, 2014.
Yousafzai, Malala. I Am Malala: How One Girl Stood Up for Education
and Changed the World. Little, Brown, 2014.*
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A Mission Study Report is the first of several important steps toward choosing the next pastor for our
church. The Elders of Session were charged with selecting those to make up the Mission Study Team. The
Mission Study Team (MST) members are: Daniel Conner, Arlene Grace, Drew Hood, Dick Liberty, Rosy
Walkenhorst, and Sam Whyte. Additionally, Kristina Ohemeng was selected by Session to be a representative of the future voice of our church.
The Team will be using various resources such as: The Strategic Planning Report of 2012, The Rhebergen
Report from 2013, findings of the Reconciliation Team, The Statistical Report of 2014, results of the seven
Congregational Conversations, Our Covenant, and The Book of Order. The Presbytery's Committee for
Congregations and Leadership (CCL) has provided guidelines for the study. Once the completed report is
approved by Session, it will go to the Committee for Congregations and Leadership for their approval. This
is the first phase of several. A bulletin board displaying our progress through the process is planned.

Elementary School Youth Group is held on the first and third Fridays of each month (except when any particular Friday falls on a holiday, such as January 1 as this is New Year's Day)
Middle School/High School Youth Group is held on the second and fourth Fridays of each month (except
when any particular Friday falls on a holiday, such as December 25 as this is Christmas Day)

6
11
13

1
6
8
9
11

Susan Farrington
Chris Leube
Ingrid Harris
Flossie Smith

Krista Hoekema-Boerman
Dieter Littles
Garth Herrick
Christopher Thompson
Drew Hood
Elizabeth Cameron

13
14
17
18

Tara Payne-Jones
Victoria Solomon
Christopher Scott
Eugene Gardenhire

16 Jeremy Jones
Kevin Patterson
Randy Rosensteel
Peter Thompson
17 Jessie Coleman
19 Klaas Hoekema-Boerman

23
27
28

22
23
24
26

Contina Lundy
Betty King
Joshua Overton
Bernetta Washington

Carl Spurlock
Peter Miller
Jen Hasse
Larry Elliott
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A special thanks to all the volunteers that are working hard to made this year's festival a success. From the
leadership and participants in our annual play, to the music makers and craft station artists, and don't forget
our annual Santa visitation, the contributions of countless volunteers made it possible for us to open our
doors and celebrate the incarnation of God's love in Jesus Christ with our neighbors in Germantown and
the surrounding area. We thank God for each of you!

All persons interested in teaching a short fifteen-minute Bible lesson to our crib and nursery children are
welcome to come observe this ministry and consider starting the process to join the teaching team for this
ministry. Please see Christian Heyer-Rivera for more details.

All Elementary Sunday School teachers, we are creating our calendar for teaching for the coming months
and need your help to make our teaching team more sustainable. Please see Christian Heyer-Rivera or simply respond to a forthcoming e-mail asking you to sign up for times to teach. Since this class meets during
our corporate time of Sunday worship, and none of us want to be absent week after week from that time of
worship, we are always looking to expand our team of teachers to share the ministry. If you are interested
in joining this team, but are new to teaching or have never been trained at our church, please see Christian
to start the process and join this important and exciting ministry.

Parish Visitor Heidi Mercado-Littles will be in Chile from December 14, 2015 until February 19, 2016.
For pastoral concerns please contact the Church (215-843-8811,) your Deacon, the Reverend Randy
Bremer (757-508-6947) or the Reverend Kevin Porter (215-518-1675.)
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December 2015
1 Tuesday
9:30 am
1:00 pm
7:00 pm

Classic Towns
CY Choirs Staff Meeting
Messiah Chorus Rehearsal

2 Wednesday
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

Staff Meeting
Keystone State Boychoir
Voices in Bronze
Session

3 Thursday
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
4 Friday
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
5 Saturday
9:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
6 Sunday
8:45 am
9:10 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
3:00 pm
4:45 pm
7 Monday
6:00 pm

Keystone State Boychoir
Gospel Choir
Living with Life’s Losses—
Don Carlin
Organ Practice—David Daugherty
Drop-in-Center
Keystone State Boychoir
Small Ensemble
Youth Group — Christmas Festival
Rehearsal
Living with Life’s Losses—
Don Carlin
Messiah Rehearsal
Congregational Development &
Fellowship Committee
Open Gym
2nd Sunday of Advent
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Gospel Choir Rehearsal
Worship Service
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
Messiah Concert
Christmas Dinner
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark

11 Friday
1:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
12 Saturday
11:00 am
6:00 pm
13 Sunday
9:00 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
3:00 pm
6:00 pm
14 Monday
6:00 pm
15 Tuesday
1:00 pm

Living with Life’s Losses—
Don Carlin
Organ Practice—David Daugherty
Drop-in-Center
Keystone State Boychoir
Small Ensemble
Youth Group — Christmas Festival
Rehearsal
Living with Life’s Losses—
Don Carlin
Christmas Festival
Keystone Holiday Concert
3rd Sunday of Advent
Chancel Choir
Worship Service
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
Chancel Choir
Keystone Holiday Concert
Keystone Holiday Concert
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
CY Choirs Staff Meeting

16 Wednesday
3:00 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:30 pm
Voices in Bronze
7:00 pm
Communication & Evangelism
Committee
7:00 pm
Property Committee
17 Thursday
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm

Staff Meeting
Sanctuary Piano Tuned
Holiday Concert Rehearsal
GACM Board Meeting
CE Committee Meeting
Voices-in-Bronze Rehearsal

10 Thursday
8:30 am
Greene Street Friends Concert
6:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:30 pm
Gospel Choir

18 Friday
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
19 Saturday
8:00 am
9:00 am

11:30 am
21 Monday
6:00 pm
22 Tuesday
8:00 am
1:00 pm
6:30 pm

Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
Miquon School Assembly
CY Choirs Staff Meeting
Worship and Music Committee

24 Thursday
12:00 pm
6:40 pm
7:00 pm

Christmas Eve
Church Offices Close at Noon
Festival Prelude
Christmas Eve Worship

25 Friday

Christmas Day
Church Closed

26 Saturday
9:00 am
9:00 am
27 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Readers’ Choice
Open Gym
Chancel Choir
Worship Service with Communion
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer Mark

28 Monday
29 Tuesday
1:00 pm

Organ Practice—David Daugherty
Drop-in-Center
Children’s Choice Party
Keystone State Boychoir
Small Ensemble
High School Youth Group

31 Thursday
12:00 pm

Keystone State Boychoir
Open Gym

4th Sunday of Advent
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Voices-in-Bronze Rehearsal
Worship Service
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
Chancel Choir

23 Wednesday
3:00 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir

Keystone State Boychoir
Administration & Finance
Committee
Gospel Choir

8 Tuesday
9 Wednesday
3:00 pm
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

20 Sunday
8:45 am
9:15 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

CY Choirs Staff Meeting

30 Wednesday
3:00 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:30 pm
Voices in Bronze
New Year’s Eve
Church Office Closes at Noon
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1 Friday
3:00 pm
2 Saturday
3:00 pm
3 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
4 Monday
6:00 pm

New Years’ Day
Church Offices Closed
Wedding Rehearsal—Blanks
Wedding and Reception—Blanks
Chancel Choir Rehearsal—Guest
Organist, Rich Spotts
Worship Service
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark

5 Tuesday
9:30 am
1:00 pm

Classic Towns
CY Choirs Staff Meeting

6 Wednesday
3:00 pm
4:00 pm
6:45 pm
7:00 pm

Staff Meeting
Keystone State Boychoir
Voices in Bronze
Session

7 Thursday
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
8 Friday
3:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm
9 Saturday
8:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
10 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11 Monday
6:00 pm
12 Tuesday
1:00 pm

Keystone State Boychoir
Gospel Choir
Drop-in-Center
Keystone State Boychoir
Small Ensemble
Middle School Youth Group

14 Thursday
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
15 Friday
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:30 pm

16 Saturday
8:00 am
10:00 am
17 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
18 Monday
6:00 pm
19 Tuesday
1:00 pm

21 Thursday
6:00 pm

Chancel Choir Rehearsal—Guest
Organist, Rich Spotts
Worship Service
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark

22 Friday
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
5:00 pm

CY Choirs Staff Meeting

13 Wednesday
3:00 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
5:30 pm
GACM Board Meeting
6:30 pm
Christian Education Committee
6:45 pm
Voices in Bronze

Organ Practice—David Daugherty
Drop-in-Center
Keystone State Boychoir
Small Ensemble
High School Youth Group
Deadline for the February issue of
WINDOWS
Keystone State Boychoir Rehearsals
Open Gym
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Worship Service
Sunday School
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
Chancel Choir Rehearsal
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
CY Choirs Staff Meeting

20 Wednesday
3:00 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:45 pm
Voices in Bronze
7:00 pm
Communication & Evangelism
Committee
7:00 pm
Property Committee

Keystone State Boychoir
Congregational Development &
Fellowship Committee
Open Gym

Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark

Keystone State Boychoir
Gospel Choir

6:00 pm
6:30 pm

23 Saturday
8:00 am
9:00 am
24 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Administration & Finance
Committee
Keystone State Boychoir
Gospel Choir
Organ Practice—David Daugherty
Drop-in-Center
Keystone State Boychoir
Small Ensemble
Keystone State Boychoir
Open Gym
Chancel Choir
Worship Service
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
Chancel Choir

25 Monday
6:00 pm
26Tuesday
1:00 pm
6:30 pm

Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer: Mark
CY Choirs Staff Meeting
Worship and Music Committee

27 Wednesday
3:00 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:30 pm
Mission & Outreach Committee
6:45 pm
Voices in Bronze
28 Thursday
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
29 Friday
1:00 pm
3:30 pm
5:00 pm
30 Saturday
8:00 am
9:00 am
9:00 am
31 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Keystone State Boychoir
Gospel Choir
Organ Practice—David Daugherty
Drop-in-Center
Keystone State Boychoir
Small Ensemble
Keystone State Boychoir
Readers’ Choice
Open Gym
Chancel Choir
Worship Service with Communion
Sunday School & Confirmation
Adult Education—
Rev. Bremer Mark
Chancel Choir
Deacons’ Meeting

On behalf of Healing the Children I would like to thank you and your congregation for your support
of our ongoing mission to Ethiopia. Your donation in the amount of $2042 will help our team care for
children at Black Lion Hospital, CURE-Ethiopia, The Mother Teresa home for children with HIV/
AIDS and at the Makanissa School for the Deaf.
We typical provide otolaryngology care for 250 children in need on each of our semi-annual visits.
At least as important, we are helping to train the next generation of surgeons and nurses to provide
continuing care after we leave.
Thank you again for helping to make it all possible.
Sincerely,

Glenn Isaacson, MD

35 West Chelten Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1144
Phone: 215-843-8811
Fax: 888-333-5032
E-mail: FPCG.Germantown@gmail.com

We’re on the web
www.fpcgermantowm.org

