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From the

Dear Friends of FPC in Germantown:

We live in trying times for the church. It seems that our world is not interested
message. Attendance is declining and congregations are aging. Where are oufichi
and grandchildren? Why have many decided that the practice of Christian faitfii
important in their busy lives? American religious history can give us renewed
SPECIAL DATES challenging times. Sometimes we think that colonial America was overwhelmin
OF INTEREST: gious, but that picture is not accurate. A classic of Presbyterian history was w
Princeton professor Lefferts A. LoetscieBrief History of Presbytddandescribed
Wednesday the condition of the church in Amer
July 1, 2015 population who were church members was far smaller than it is today (1958). In
Session ia not more than one person in twenty was a member of a church. Even in Purite
7:00 PM England, the percentage of church members was appallingly low. Grandchildre
devout Puritan and Scotchr i sh settl ers were often
xSaturday the First Great Awakening dramatically changed the religious landscape of the ¢
J_uly .11.’ 2015. The area around Philadelphia and the father of the founding pastor of FPC in G
Fruit Picking Trip . ) : S . :
ORRG/V )D ptown plgyed a significant role in that de@qiy t|me of .rellglous awakening. .W|
awakening came controversy, one of sufficient intensity that the Presbyterian
sMonda was divided for several decades. But when the dust had settled and reunionf@
y . . L .
July 20, 2015 plished, most would conclude that God had done an extraordinary thing in reviv

Church Scholarshipi church.
Applications Due One of the foundational ©principles
Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission in the world, for it;
xSunday tification, and for it service to God. Christ is present with the Church in both Spir
July 26, 2015 Word. Christ alone rules, calls, te:

Freedom School looks like our resources are running out. It feels like we have exhausted our cfe
Sunday
10:00 AM and our energy and there is little hope for the future. That is really not a bad place
spiritually. At the point of being at the end of ourselves, we can experience the

xSunday giving power God in new and creative ways. As Paul wrote to the Corinthians:

August 2, 2015 We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of the affliction we
Worship with enced in Asia; for we were so utterly, unbearably crushed that we despaired of |ffe
the Sacrament of Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death so that we would rel

HOI%&SBNKI[\JA”'O” ourselves but on God who raises the dead. (2 Corinthi@js 1:8

Christ gives the church all that is necessary to for its mission in the world. Ti
XThursday challenge can promote spiritual health as we learn to rely, not on ourselves, but
August 13, 2015 who gives life.
Freedom School
Closing Program Your fellow servant in Christ,
7:00 PM

Randy Bremer, Interim Pastor




