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Dear Friends of FPC in Germantown: 

Lent is a time for reflection upon the suffering of Christ, culminating in the cross. It is the 

prelude to Easter and our celebration of the vindication of Christ’s life and death in the resur-

rection. In the Easter victory we see that love is stronger than hate, that death does not have 

the last word. God delivers the final word and that word is life. But let’s not move so quickly 

to that conclusion that we short circuit the process of reflection.  

We live in a world where images of profound suffering assault us on a regular basis. Putin’s 

aggressive actions toward Ukraine threaten to plunge Europe into another destructive war. 

ISIL seems to revel in its atrocities as its barbarism sinks to ever more sickening depths. In 

our own neighborhood we live with many people struggling just to survive. Poverty seems 

intractable and the needs so far outstrip our resources that we are tempted to despair. People 

we have grown to love struggle with the weaknesses that too often accompany advanced 

years. Where is God in this picture? 

Thomas Torrance is a Presbyterian theologian who experienced evil in very personal ways. 

He was born in Chengdu, China, in 1913, where his parents were missionaries. His parents’ 

lifetime of work and sacrifice were nearly destroyed by the communist revolution led by 

Chiang Kai-Shek and Mao Tse-tung. Later he served as a chaplain in the Scottish army and 

served as a stretcher bearer in a number of bloody battles. Reflecting on these experiences, he 

said the following in a message delivered to his fellow chaplains near the end of the Second 

World War: 

“Why is it then that the cross has become the dearest and the most sacred emblem of the 

Christian faith, the religion of love? Why does it produce saints, when, it seems, it ought 

to produce sceptics? This is the fact of the matter: - Put God in heaven and Jesus on the 

cross allowed to die, and you destroy your faith, for you cannot believe in a God who 

allowed that. On the other hand, it makes us utterly despair of man, for if that is what we 

have done, what hope is there of the world ever living in love and brotherhood after this 

war? But (and this is the gospel) put God on the cross and you alter the whole situation, 

for then the cross is not the picture of God’s unconcern or careless disregard. Rather it is 

the picture of God’s utmost concern, nay, a picture of his actual intervention in the affairs 

of men. For it means that  God Almighty has come down into the midst of human sin and 

shame, not only to bear our sin, but to destroy it forever. That is the incomprehensible 

cast and design of his glory, that in the cross we have the invasion of God striking in des-

perate anguish at the heart of evil.” 

Our world needs strong medicine. The Christian gospel is that medicine. God help us to un-

derstand it and to proclaim it by our lives dedicated to following Jesus. 

Your fellow servant, 

 

Randy Bremer, Interim Pastor 
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S P E C I A L  D A T E S  

O F  I N T E R E S T :  

 Sunday 
March  1  

Be The Change 
4:00 PM 

 

 Wednesday  
March   4  

Session 
7:00 PM 

 

 Sunday 
March  8  

Daylight Saving 
Time Begins 

2:00 AM 
 
 

 Sunday 
March  29  

Palm Sunday 
Worship 

10:00 AM 
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Financial 

 Report 
  

2015 Pledge Goal 

$350,000 
 

Pledge to  

January 31, 2015 

$27,349 
 

Expenses as of  

January 31 

Budget 

$65,094 
 

 

 

Chal lenge  

Offer ing  

January 
supporting  

Lingelbach  

School    

raised $1,772.00 
 

 

 

Giving to One Great Hour of Sharing is an 

important way that we respond to the 

world’s needs. 

Over the past few years, your gifts have ena-

bled the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and Self-

Development of People share the joy experi-

enced in Christ. Your gifts have helped re-

build a fishing community left in tatters in 

the wake of Hurricane Katrina, provided 

food and shelter to those affected by the dev-

astating earthquake in Haiti, and fueled the 

ability to provide peace and hope to those 

touched by the recent shootings in Tucson, 

Arizona; Aurora, Colorado; and Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin.  

Many of us enjoy the abundance of God’s blessings, but by living an open-handed life and 

sharing these blessings with others, we can offer an outward sign of thanksgiving for the 

presence of Christ in our lives while bringing joy to God and to our sisters and brothers. 

Since 1949, Presbyterians have given generously to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offer-

ing, making an impact both at home and abroad.   

Jesus said, “Do you love me? Feed my sheep.” Share your blessings with a generous gift to 

One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Publication 

Deadlines 
 

Sunday Worship Bulletin 

Noon on Wednesday 

 

April Edition of  

WINDOWS 

Saturday, March 14, 2015 

 

Email announcement s & 

articles to  
FPCG.Germantown@gmail.com 



 

W  I  N  D  O  W  S  

P A G E  3  

            , 

In 2014 we faced a year of transition and change. We praise God that for one more year we were able to meet 

those challenges and continue to carry out God’s work here in Germantown.  Here are the highlights of the 

year from a financial perspective.   

 

             *subject to audit 

Several highlights for 2014 include: 

 Outreach & Mission giving was 10.6% of the actual income. 

 Our congregation answered the call to fundraise more than the $60,000 goal for the renovations needed 

 for the Crisis Ministry to move to a new space in the building. 

 Income: The Pledge income received slightly exceeded the amount pledged!  We drew less from the                           

 endowment than we originally budgeted. 

 Expenses:  Our expenses were less than we budgeted for several reasons - salaries due to a vacancy in the 

 position of Senior Minister for part of the year; for Christian Education and Worship/Music due to one-time 

 offsetting income and lowered spending.    

 Some areas for concern looking forward to 2015: 

The under budget in salaries may not be there.   

 

We have had help in offsetting expenses by use of some accumulated asset accounts.  These asset ac-

counts will not be available to the same extent in the future. 

 

We need to improve our emphasis on planned giving and other estate planning items that will enable our 

endowment to keep pace with our needs.  Do you have the church as the beneficiary in your estate 

documents? 

The Session has many challenges all occurring at once: the continuing roll out of the “Lead the Way Beyond” 

effort, the transition in ministry, “Congregational Conversations” around key issues and many other challenges.  

Developing a plan to operate with a balanced budget is paramount to providing the resources to enable our 

mission to continue. 

Our stewardship campaign for 2015 has been promising, but there are still some faithful members who have 

not yet pledged.  Remember that you can indicate your support by continuing to contribute if your personal 

status prevents a pledge commitment at this time.  Please give this your prayerful consideration to help ensure 

that we can carry out our mission both this year and for many years to come. 

Submitted by the Administration & Finance Committee  

  2014 Budget 2014 Actual* Difference 

Income $780,016 $718,081 ($61,935) 

Expenses $775,084 $701,673 ($73,411) 

Net $4,932 $16,408   
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Last month we updated you on the GACM Relocation Project pledge campaign and recognized the donors.  We 

are so grateful for everyone who made a donation to this project.  To our great chagrin, we learned that we omit-

ted recognizing a donation made by our Clerk of Session, Madeleine Valentine.  Madeleine, you seem to be eve-

rywhere volunteering for the church.  Please accept our apologies for this oversight and thank you for your gen-

erous spirit.  If anyone else was omitted from the list, please let Lois Nafziger know so that we can recognize 

your donation.   

We are pleased to report that the loan for the project from the Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program (PILP) 

has been paid down by the amount of donations paid to date by our church members. 

 

 

            

If you want to get to know other members of our congregation and share a good meal, this is just the opportuni-

ty for you. Dinners for Eight are held at someone's home on a Saturday.  Each person attending contributes to 

the meal, from the main course to a side dish, salad, dessert, bread or beverage.  If you are interested in hosting 

a dinner at your home or would like to be a guest, please let Susan Mills Farrington know by email: smfarring-

ton77@gmail.com or call 215-882-2792. The February date for Dinners for Eight is Saturday, March 28.  

At our congregational meeting last November we presented a “Challenge Budget” to the congregation show-

ing a shortfall of more than $70,000.  At its stated meeting in February, the Session approved a revised 2015 

budget that uses the budgeted investment gains remaining (unused) in 2014 to balance the budget. 

Last month our congregation and our building played host to a small group, five students and one staff mem-

ber, from Alvernia University in Reading, PA.  The group was led in service and learning by The Interfaith 

Center of Greater Philadelphia with whom we often partner to help house groups coming to Philadelphia.   

This month two other groups will be staying with us as well. On March 7-12, Blair Academy from Blair, NJ 

will also partner with us and The Interfaith Center for an experience of service-learning in Philly. On March 15

-22, the University of Maryland will be staying with us as they explore issues surrounding public education 

through a variety of agencies, and serve within a local high school within the Philadelphia School Dis-

trict.  This is the fourth year we have partnered with the University of Maryland and we are blessed with the 

opportunity to serve as host to these important and formative experiences.  Pray for all those coming to stay 

with us, that God might use these opportunities to shape young lives and nurture faith and the love of justice 

that accompanies it!  

tel:215-882-2792
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Two months ago, one of our members who is also an adult volunteers for our senior high youth group had a 

great idea. Ms. Dani Howard thought it would be fun and meaningful to have an all-youth-groups cookie bake 

right before Valentine's Day.  Her thought was to have students of all ages make, bake, and decorate cookies for 

people in their lives who could use some extra encouragement in this season.  So, Dani planned and organized a 

wonderful event that took place on Friday, February 14, from 6:00 PM -10:00PM.  Students from all our youth 

groups, of all ages, came together with aprons on.  Many came with family members, and Dani with her own 

team of incredible volunteers had everyone busy making and rolling dough, cutting and baking cookies, and 

decorating heart-shaped treats with tons of sweet toppings.  David Daugherty kindly printed the group cards that 

read "Made with you in mind by ________________ and the FPCG Youth Groups."  Children filled in their 

names on the cards and strung them around plastic bags filled with delicious cookies.  The CE committee would 

like to thank all the volunteers, parents and family members, students, and especially Ms. Dani for making this 

event possible.  We prayed and continue to pray that each person receiving the cookies can feel and understand 

the love and work put into them, and that it might bring them encouragement.  We know that our God is a God 

of endless encouragement.  May we all continue to look for ways, both small and large, to spur one another on 

in good deeds so that many around us might be encouraged in the name of Jesus Christ, who fills us all with un-

ending hope and love.  

 

 

 

The Christian Education Committee is looking for a few people interested in exploring and aiding in ministry to 

young adults within our congregation and community at large.  If you are interested we have an exciting event for 

you to consider.  Please think about joining Christian Heyer-Rivera at the NEACE (Northeast Association of 

Church Educators) Annual Conference on April 27-29, 2015. This three day conference will be held Watson 

Homestead Conference and Retreat Center in Painted Post, NY.  It will be led by a dynamic educator, Rodger 

Nishioka, from Columbia Theological Seminary. The cost is $200 for the conference. Please contact Christian 

Heyer-Rivera at 267-972-5662 or christianaheyer@yahoo.com.  Limited financial assistance is available for those 

interested but who might presently lack the means to afford the full fee.  Registration for this event is due 

by Friday, April 3, 2015.  

 

 

Back by popular demand, orders for Fisher Pot Pies and other Fisher fro-

zen specialties will be taken at coffee hour beginning March 1, 2015, continu-

ing March 8, and 15. Orders are to be delivered on Sunday, March 22, 

2015.  Copies of the order form are available on the literature table at the 

church.  For more information call Joan Harris or David Daugherty at the of-

fice 215-843-8811. Thank you for supporting this delicious fundraiser! 

mailto:christianaheyer@yahoo.com
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The flowers in the sanctuary Easter Day, April 5, will be in memory of our loved ones.   Please contact 

Joan Harris or David Daugherty at the church office 215-843-8811 if you would like your family mem-

bers’ or friends’ names included in the worship bulletin. The cost is $15 per line as it appears in the bulle-

tin.  The deadline for listings is Tuesday, March 31. As is our custom, the flowers will be delivered to the 

shut-ins of our congregation following the Easter service. 

 

2 Irene Overton 

3  Jack Asher 

 Duane Horne 

4 Francina Carroll 

7 Wes Reisse 

 Rosy Walkenhorst 

9 Robert Archer 

14 Ted Walkenhorst 

17  Randy Clever 

19 Emanuel Heyer-Rivera 

20 Leslie Burton 

 Alexander Deas 

21 Bert Aiken 

23 Laura Ola 

25 Joan Blake 

26 Tyrone Burton 

   

Begins 

Sunday, March 8th 

Turn  your  c locks ahead  

and  

spr ing forward.  

As many of you know, The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown's basketball program has extended its reach 

to include coaching middle school basketball at our closest public school, Lingelbach Elementary.  Through the 

extensive work of one of our elders, Mrs. Leah Hood, our church was invited to coach Lingelbach's middle school 

boys’ basketball team.  Christian Heyer-Rivera and another friend and neighbor of FPCG, Jason Bullock, have 

spent the last two months coaching twelve boys in sixth through eighth grade from our neighborhood.  The oppor-

tunity has been tremendous in building relationships with the boys, their families, and with school staff and admin-

istration.  Some of the boys have even accepted our invitation to join us at our Friday after school drop-in center at 

the church.  Please continue to pray for the relationships being built through this outreach and for how you might 

offer yourself to our Germantown community, possibly even through our ever increasing connection with Lingel-

bach Elementary.  See or contact Leah Hood at leah@throwinglight.com for more opportunities to connect with 

Lingelbach. 

mailto:leah@throwinglight.com
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Burleigh, Robert. Look Up! Henrietta Leavitt, Pioneering Woman Astronomer.  

 Illustrated by Raul Colon. Simon & Schuster, 2013. 

Corey, Shana. Here Come the Girl Scouts!  

 The Amazing All-True Story of Juliette “Daisy” Gordon Low.  

 Illustrated by Hadley Hooper. Scholastic, 2012. 

Farrell, Mary Cronk.  Pure Grit: How American World War II Nurses Survived Battle 

 and Prison Camp in the Pacific.  Abrams, 2014.* 

Fradin, Judith B. The Power of One: Daisy Bates and the Little Rock Nine.  

 Clarion, 2004.* 

Gerber, Carole. Annie Jump Cannon, Astronomer.  

 Illustrated by Christina Wald.  Pelican Publishing, 2011. 

Harness, Cheryl. Mary Walker Wears the Pants:  

 The True Story of the Doctor, Reformer, and Civil War Hero.   

 Illustrated by Carlo Molinari. Albert Whitman, 2013. 

Hose, Phillip M. Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice. FSG, 2009.* 

Jermaine, Suzanne. The Forbidden Schoolhouse:  
 The True and Dramatic Story of Prudence Crandall and Her Students.  
 Houghton Mifflin, 2005.* 
Kane field, Teri. The Girl from the Tarpaper School:  

 Barbara Rose Johns and the Advent of the Civil Rights Movement.  

 Abrams, 2014.* 

Krill, Kathleen. Louisa May's Battle: How the Civil War Led to Little Women.  

 Illustrated by Carolyn Breccia.  Walker, 2013. 

McCauley, Emily Arnold. Ida M. Tarbell: The Woman Who Challenged Big Business--

 and Won! New York: Clarion, 2014.* 

McCall, Emily Arnold. Marvelous Mattie: How Margaret E. Knight Became an  

 Inventor. FSG, 2006. 

Montgomery, See & Temple Grandin.  Temple Grandin: How the Girl Who Loved 

 Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the World.  Houghton Mifflin, 2012*. 

Rubin, Susan Goldman. Irena Sandler and the Children of the Warsaw Ghetto.  

 Illustrated by Bill Farnsworth. Holiday House, 2011.* 

Rubin, Susan Goldman. Stand There! She Shouted:  

 The Invincible Photographer Julia Margaret Cameron.  

 Illustrated by Bigram Ibatoulline .  Candlewick, 2014.* 

Stone, Tanya Lee. Who Said Women Can't Be Doctors?  

 Illustrated by Marjorie Priceman. Henry Holt, 2013. 

Thimmesh, Catherine.  Girls Think of Everything:  
 Stories of Ingenious Inventions by Women.  
 Illustrated by Melissa Sweet.  Houghton Mifflin, 2000.* 

Children’s 
Book Spot 

 
In Celebration of 

Extraordinary 
Women 

In honor of Women’s 
History Month, the 
titles are about  
women who have 
created ingenious  
inventions, survived 
warfare and impris-
onment, overcome 
disabilities, initiated 
social change, chal-
lenged bigotry, and 
other extraordinary 
feats.  Asterisks mark 
titles for older or  
advanced readers. 
 

 

Happy Reading! 

Deborah Thompson 

 

  

http://www.biography.com/people/rosa-parks-9433715
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1 Sunday  Second Sunday in Lent 

 8:45 am Chancel Choir 

 9:10 am Gospel Choir 

         10:00 am Worship Service 

         11:10 am Children’s Choir 

         11:30 am Sunday School 

         11:30 am Adult Bible Study 

         11:30 am Chancel Choir 

         4:00 pm Concert - Be the Change 

 

2  Monday   

  

3 Tuesday   

 9:30 am Classic Towns 

 6:00 pm Building Usage Meeting 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 

4  Wednesday 

 3:00 pm Staff Meeting 

 4:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 7:00 pm Session 

 

5 Thursday 

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 6:30 pm Gospel Choir 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 7:45 pm Voices in Bronze 

  

6  Friday 

 3:30 pm Drop-in-Center 

 3:30 pm CY Choirs Staff Meeting 

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

      Small Ensemble Rehearsal 

 6:30 pm Elementary School Youth  

         Group 

7  Saturday 

           8:00 am Keystone State Boychoir 

 9:30 am Congregational Development 

      & Fellowship Committee 

         10:00 am Open Gym 

         12:30 pm Service Learning Group  

      Blair Academy Moves In 

 

8  Sunday  Third Sunday in Lent 

   FPCG hosting Blair Academy 

 2:00 am Daylight Saving Time Begins 

          8:45 am Chancel Choir 

         10:00 am Worship Service 

         11:10 am Children’s Choir 

         11:30 am Sunday School 

         11:30 am Adult Bible Study 

         11:30 am Chancel Choir 

                 

9  Monday  FPCG hosting Blair Academy 

  

10 Tuesday  FPCG hosting Blair Academy 

         6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 

11 Wednesday FPCG hosting Blair Academy 

 3:00 pm Staff Meeting 

 4:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 5:30 pm GACM Board Meeting 

 6:30 pm Christian Education Meeting 

12 Thursday FPCG hosting Blair Academy 

 6:00 pm Administration & Finance  

   Committee 

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 6:30 pm Gospel Choir 

 7:45 pm Voices in Bronze 

  

13 Friday 

 3:30 pm Drop-in-Center 

 3:30 pm CY Choirs Staff Meeting 

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

      Small Ensemble Rehearsal 

 6:30 pm Middle School Youth Group 

 

14 Saturday 

 8:00 am Keystone State Boychoir 

         10:00 am Open Gym 

 

15 Sunday  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

         8:45 am Chancel Choir 

       10:00 am Worship Service 

       11:10 am Children’s Choir 

       11:30 am Sunday School 

       11:30 am Adult Bible Study 

       11:30 am Chancel Choir 

       12:30 pm Service Learning Group  

   University of Maryland Moves In 

 

16 Monday   FPCG hosting  U. of Maryland  

  

17 Tuesday   FPCG hosting  U. of Maryland  

 6:30 PM Worship & Music Committee 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 

18 Wednesday FPCG hosting  U. of Maryland  

 3:00 pm Staff Meeting 

 4:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 7:00 pm Property Committee 

  

19 Thursday FPCG hosting  U. of Maryland  

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 6:00 pm Administration & Finance  

      Committee 

 6:30 pm Gospel Choir 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 7:45 pm Voices-in-Bronze 

 

20 Friday  FPCG hosting  U. of Maryland  

 3:30 pm Drop-in-Center 

 3:30 pm CY Choirs Staff Meeting 

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

      Small Ensemble Rehearsal 

 6:30 pm High School Youth Group 

 

21 Saturday FPCG hosting  U. of Maryland  

 8:00 am Keystone State Boychoir 

 9:00 am Congregational  

     Conversations 

         10:00 am Open Gym 

 

 

 

22 Sunday  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

   8:45 am Chancel Choir 

         10:00 am Worship Service with  

      Communion 

         11:30 am Sunday School 

         11:30 am Adult Bible Study 

         11:30 am Chancel Choir 

         

23 Monday 

  

24 Tuesday 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 

25 Wednesday 

 3:00 pm Staff Meeting 

 4:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 6:30 pm Mission and Outreach  

      Committee 

26 Thursday 

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

 6:30 pm Gospel Choir 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 7:45 pm Voices-in-Bronze 

 

27 Friday 

 3:30 pm Drop-in-Center 

 3:30 pm CY Choirs Staff Meeting 

 6:00 pm Keystone State Boychoir 

      Small Ensemble Rehearsal 

    

28 Saturday 

 8:00 am Keystone State Boychoir 

 9:00 am  Readers’ Choice 

         10:00 am Open Gym 

   Dinners for Eight 

 

29  Sunday  Celebration Sunday 

   Palm Sunday 

         8:45 am Chancel Choir 

       10:00 am Worship Service  

       11:30 am Sunday School 

       11:30 am Adult Bible Study 

       11:30 am Chancel Choir 

         

30  Monday 

  

31 Tuesday 

 6:30 pm Basketball—18 & Over 

 

 

  

  

  

March 2015 



We’re on the web 

www.fpcgermantowm.org 

35 West Chelten Avenue 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19144 

Phone: 215-843-8811 

Fax: 888-333-5032 

E-mail: FPCG.Germantown@gmail.com 


