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From Reverend Porter
June is the month for graduations, among other things. Although I’m not sure whether it was for high school or
college, I can remember sweltering in a black cap and gown and hearing that the reason the ceremony marking that
occasion was called “commencement” was that we were marking the beginning of the next chapter of our lives—
not the end of our schooling.
On June 8, the Church shifts from the season of Easter to Pentecost, celebrating communion to commemorate the
birth of the Church of Jesus Christ when the Holy Spirit dwelt within and amongst Christ’s followers. Like
commencement, Pentecost isn’t the end of the resurrection story but the beginning of the Church as the “Body of
Christ.”
At the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown, we are proclaiming the excitement and hope that lies ahead in a
number of ways this month, including:
 Hosting of a group of college-age and young adult members of a Maryland church from June through
June 4 as they participate in a service-learning experience sponsored by the Interfaith Center of Greater
Philadelphia.
 Commemorating “Education Sunday” on June 22 with a recognition of those in the FPCG community
who have achieved academic milestones within the past year. We will also be commissioning
educators in the community and the Freedom School staff, and recognizing the leaders of our Christian
Education program and their students who will be moving up into kindergarten, 6th grade, 9th grade, and
beyond high school after this term. (If you or someone in your family will have received certification in
a vocation and/or graduated from high school, college, graduate school, or accomplished some other
academic achievement between last June and this June, please contact Christian Heyer-Rivera by June
15.)
 Launching Freedom School® on June 23 : Freedom School is a child-centered program that motivates

children to excel, strengthens their feelings of self worth and lets them know that they are loved and
valued by caring adults. A focus on reading guides the activities along with the traditional experiences of
summer camp: Bible study, swimming, crafts and trips!
 Ordaining and installing elders and deacons on June 29.
Please join us in the worship and work of the Church. I also invite you to make it a point to make Bible study a part
of your personal continuing Christian education. I lead a discussion class which explores the scripture passages
from each Sunday’s worship in greater detail most weeks at 11:30, and the Christian Education Committee is
always interested in hearing how FPCG can support you in your spiritual growth.
See you in church!

Kevin
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Report from the
Interim Minister Search Committee
Since being formed in February
by the Session, the Interim
Search Committee has been
working on a weekly (and sometimes daily) basis to find the best
candidate to serve our church as
an Interim minister. We have
reviewed almost 60 resumes
(known as Personal Information
Forms, or PIFs, in the Presbyterian world). By the end of April
we identified four individuals we

believed were the best qualified.
Each was interviewed via a
Skype call on May 1 or May 2,
2014. Based on those conversations, the Committee narrowed
the search to two finalists, who
were interviewed again via
Skype on May 14. By the time
this article is published, the
Committee will have finished
checking the candidate’s references and expects to select a

candidate to recommend to the
Session to fill this position. Depending on the candidate selected, we hope the new Interim
minister will be able to begin
work with us by September.
Ted Walkenhorst, for the Committee (Bill Young, Sherry Archer, Daniel Conner and Leah
Hood)

New Homecoming Soon for the Germantown
Avenue Crisis Ministry (GACM)
the food bank, additions of a
wheelchair accessible bathroom
off the hallway hall and improvements, including a ramp,
to the entrances from the east
parking lot.

At a well-attended congregational meeting on April 27, the
plans for the relocation of the
Germantown Avenue Crisis
Ministry were presented. This
involves renovations to the present Westside room, converting
a large storage area for use by
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The project has been hampered
by the need to satisfy some requests from the city Historical
Commission since our church is
located in a historical district.
However, these needs have been
met and, the building permit
should be issued soon so that
construction can begin in June.
It is estimated to take 6 to 8
weeks to complete. GACM will
move into their new quarters
during their normal shutdown
period in August.

The financial support for this
project is from three areas, one
of which is from our congregation and other related groups
who presently contribute to the
mission of the GACM. The
work done by GACM is always
mentioned by many when they
are asked to relate what they feel
best about the mission and ministry of our church.
You will be receiving information this month about how
you can financially support this
important part of our ministry.
Please look for that and prayerfully reflect on how you can
help support this vital work.
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Financial
Reports
2014 Pledge Goal
$350,000
Pledge to April 30
$106,760
Expenses as of April 30
Budget
$303,905
Actual
$262,074

April
Challenge Offering
supporting
Heeding God’s Call
raised $310.00

June
Community
Outreach
Why Not Prosper
$1,000.00

Breakthrough
Of
Greater Philadelphia
$2,250.00

Congregational Meeting
Held May 18
At the Congregational
Meeting held on May 18,
the agenda included the
financial report for the Corporation of The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown for 2013 along with
projections for 2014 and the
report of the 2013-14
Church Nominating Committee.
The highlights of the May
2014 Budget Update include a projected income of
$780, 016 for the year. The
stewardship campaign for
the year has been promising, but there are still some
faithful members who have
not yet pledged. The Administration and Finance
Committee encourages
members to indicate their
support by continuing to
contribute even if their personal situations prevent a
pledge commitment at this
time.
The next item on the agenda
was the presentation of the
ballot of officers and nominating committee members.
This year’s committee,
chaired by Sherry Archer,
was composed of Carolyn
Ballard Freeman, Susan
Mills-Farrington, Stu
Ditzen, Frank Lundy, Andrea Overton and Chris
Scott.
The following candidates
for the office of Session
were presented and voted
upon:
For the Class of 2016: Contina Lundy. For the Class of
2017: Andrew Hood and

Chris Scott. For the office
of Board of Deacons: Class
of 2017: Randolph Clever
and Susan Mills-Farrington.
Elected to the 2014-15
Church Nominating Committee from the congregation were Annie Kotto,
Dick Liberty, Samuel
Whyte and Jason Williams.
Also serving will be appointees by the Moderator
of the Session: two members from the Session, one
of them acting as chair and
one member from the Board
of Deacons.
A word about those elected:
Contina Lundy, currently an
elder, is the Director of the
After School Program at
Grace Baptist Church as
well as Director of the
FPCG’s Freedom School;
she has been a member
since 1986. Andrew Hood
is the Director of Marketing
and Communication for the
American Bible Society and
has been active in the
Young Family Group of the
congregation. Chris Scott,
who joined the church, in
2004, is a network engineer
for Scholarship, an education management systems
company. For ten years he
has coached the church’s
basketball team.
For the Deacons, Susan
Mills-Farrington has already served in that capacity. She is the Office Manager at the World Trade
Center in Philadelphia and
joined the church on Pentecost in 1992. She has been
a member of the chancel

choir for several years. Another singer (in the Gospel
Choir) and also runner in
the Boston Marathon is Andrew Cleaver. He is recently retired from his position
as Program Manager for the
Department of Health for
the City of Philadelphia.
The new Church Nominating Committee’s Annie
Kotto, who comes from
Cameroon, is a pediatric
physician at Holy Redeemer
Hospital and has been a
member of the church since
her student days. Her husband is from Ghana, and the
couple has three daughters.
Dick Liberty is the Manager, Assistance Programs, of
the Board of Pensions of the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). He may be seen
in the bell choir, everyone
may see his handiwork in
the church gardens. Jason
Williams, who is often soloist for the Gospel Choir,
teaches high school Spanish
at a Philadelphia charter
school. (He is also an actor
and dancer).
The Moderator for the
meeting was the Rev. Mike
Pulsifer who is honorably
retired and is the Regional
Moderator of the Presbytery's Committee on Congregation and Leadership.
He complimented the
church on its selfless commitment to ministry and
noted that FPCG “is a shining light in the Presbytery,
especially known for your
beauty and dignity.”
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Challenge Offering:
FPCG Deacons

SUMMER
CHOIR

The June Challenge
Offering supports the
work of the deacons of
FPCG. The deacons are
our congregation’s
leaders in the ministry
of caring and compassion to our members.
Together, they deliver
flowers and bulletins
weekly to our sick and
shut-in members, provide van transportation
for worship and special

Beginning Sunday,
June 15, 2014,
Summer Choir
will begin. The
music will be quite
a bit easier for the
Summer months.
Come and join us
when you can. Rehearsals begin at
8:45 AM each
Sunday to prepare
the music for that
day.
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Every year at this time
the Women’s Association
makes an annual plea to
the women of First
Church to contribute to
the ongoing outreach of
this organization so that
we may continue to renew our commitment to
local and national ministries.
We are an active part of
the Philadelphia Presbyterian Women and contribute to all their mission
projects throughout the
city, the country and the
world. Some of them are
with people we know,
and others are with people in countries that are
strange to us. Presbyteri-

D

Through the coordination of Parish Visitor
Heidi Mercado Littles
and Reverend Kevin
Porter, each deacon has
primary responsibility
for communicating with
several families of the

church in order to provide pastoral care in
times of celebration,
crisis and/or need.
Your generous contributions will enable the
deacons to respond to
members’ needs in
challenging financial
situations and extend
meaningful gestures of
support and hospitality
to members and neighbors alike.

You Can Participate in the Work of the
Women’s Association

For more information, contact
David Daugherty
at the church 215843-8811, Ex. 21.
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services, and oversee
the greeters whose welcome is the first gesture
of hospitality for those
attending worship.
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an women support them
all.
Our women are also active members in our own
church. We help to maintain the choir robes, support the local ministries
in Germantown and also
support the Germantown
Avenue Crisis Ministry
and the summer Freedom
School® program run by
our church.
Won’t you take a moment to reflect upon the
meaning of the Women’s
Association and help us
to continue our work by
subscribing to this annual
appeal for financial support? Please give gener-

ously so that our work
may continue to be a
blessing to those who
benefit from it.
Send your contribution
to the church office,
attention Anne Williams, with checks made
payable to the Women’s
Association.
We would also like to
extend an invitation to
you to attend our monthly meetings. All women
of the church are welcome and encouraged to
participate in this important ministry of First
Church.
Bert Aiken
Mission Chairperson
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What About Coffee Hour?

In some ways, Coffee Hour is an
extension of the worship service.
We gather together in sharing the
comforts, joys and challenges of
that worship as we snack and converse before going to Adult Education, a meeting, music practice,
brunch or home. Another way to
share, however, is to be a host for
the Coffee Hour.

Almost a decade ago, the First
Presbyterian Church in Germantown joined with Bryn Mawr, First
Philadelphia, Old Pine, Chestnut
Hill and Wayne and pledged support for what was envisioned to be
“an alternative church community” for Center City. With the Rev.
Bill Golderer came the Broad
Street Ministry located in the old
Chambers-Wylie Presbyterian
Church on South Broad Street
across from the Kimmel Center.
As one of the reports about the
ministry notes, the economic and

As the Congregational Development and Fellowship Committee
explains it, “You provide the goodies/munchies of your choice” and
the Committee supplies juice and
Half & Half. If you are uncertain
about the whats and hows of the
process, it’s really simple. Arrive
at the church a little after nine
o’clock (more or less), bring the
snacks you wish, prepare the food
(covering it until serving time),
check the tables that will be used,
welcome a member of the Congregational Development and Fellowship Committee who is there to
assist (usually in making the coffee
and helping with setup and cleanup).
Do all of this in order to attend the
worship service, remembering that
after all divine worship is the focus

social changes which were assailing the cities should motivate the
church to “seek new ways to bring
Gospel hope to places where despair and hopelessness reside.”
Reverend Golderer’s idea was to
do that through hospitality by
striving to meet the spiritual needs
of the homeless, the arts community and the “at risk” population.
Now sixteen congregations and the
Presbytery of Philadelphia support
the program, and at the May 20
meeting of the Presbytery, it was
voted to sell the Chambers-Wylie
building and facilities to the Broad
Street Ministry for one dollar.
This now permits the Ministry to
be able to better serve the community, and, as the Presbytery’s enews affirms: “…the Presbytery
[will] give new life to an old
building, and be a witness to

of the church on Sunday. Leave
during the singing of the last hymn
to make certain everything is in
readiness for serving. Usually one
or two volunteers like to jump in to
help.
What you provide may be as simple as cookies, juice and coffee or
it may be somewhat more extensive. Occasionally when an event
has occurred at the church the day
before, various kinds of food and
refreshments may be left over, so
all of that may be available, too.
Perhaps two or three friends can
get together and volunteer for the
openings in the next few weeks. A
sign-up sheet is hanging on the
wall near the kitchen across from
the table where coffee is served or
see Maddy Valentine for information and encouragement.

God’s reign on one of the most
now prominent streets in Philadelphia.
“As a Presbytery, we continue to
be open to the power of God’s
Spirit breaking into our midst and
calling us forth into new ways of
being and doing ministry. As a
covenant community, we are committed to equipping the saints—
empowering and supporting our
churches—to fully exhibit the
ministry of hospitality, compassion, and grace of Jesus Christ in
imaginative ways.”
Worship services for the Broad
Street Ministry at 315 South Broad
Street are on Sunday at 4:00 pm;
free parking is available (only during the services), but a permit is
needed and can be obtained
through the BSM office.
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Reviewing the Challenge Offerings
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June
3

Clotilde Sekpe

22 Kit Clever

4

John Roberts

25 Dave Wolford

10 Gail Hill

26 Bette Young

14 Norma Kilson

27 Jason Williams

19 Robert Swenson

30 Arnez Andrews

News of Our
Church Gardens
There are many comments that are relayed
from the community regarding our church –
that the steeple acts as a
guide to the Crossroads,
that many community
activities are held here,
that the low wall is
comfortable seating
while waiting for the
bus and to many that
the gardens in the front
are a welcoming sign of
beauty, identity and
comfort.
But these gardens don’t
just happen – they are
the result of hard work!
Our church has been
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blessed over many
years by members who
feel called to tend to
these gardens. Just as
flowers come and go,
these members have
moved on and new ones
replace them. Currently Ann Reisse and Dick
Liberty have been
providing many hours
of labor and care to this
task.
Dick has coordinated
the plantings in the
front of the church
along with the plot near
the west parking lot
drive. Ann had focused
on the office walkway

plantings and has resurrected this to be a
very inviting entranceway to our church.
Last fall, the area
around the sign in the
front of the primary
room was cleared of invasive growths. It is
now being considered
what would be the best
use of this space.
Help is always needed –
when you have some
time to assist, contact
either Ann or Dick who
will appreciate your
help.
—Property Committee
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Children’s Book Spot
K-4
Ancona, George. Barrio: Jose's Neighborhood. Harcourt, 1998.
Ancona, George. Charro: The Mexican Cowboy. Harcourt, 1999.
Ancona, George. Earth Daughter: Alicia of Acoma Pueblo.
Simon & Schuster, 1995.
Ancona, George. Mayeros: A Yucatec Maya Family.
HarperCollins, 1997.
Bellward, Stacy. Ethiopian Voices: Tsion’s Life.
Photographs by Erlend Berge. Amharic Kids, 2008.
Brown, Tricia. Salaam: A Muslim American Boy's Story.
Photographs by Ken Cardwell. Henry Holt, 2006.
Dennis, Yvonne Wakim & Arlene Hirschfelder . Children of Native
America Today. Charlesbridge, 2003.
Goodsmith, Lauren. The Children of Mauritania: Days in the Desert and
by the River Shore. Carolrhoda, 1993.
Hermes, Jules. The Children of India. Carolrhoda, 1993.
Hoyt-Goldsmith, Diane. Celebrating a Quinceanera: A Latina's Fifteenth
Birthday Celebration. Photographs by Lawrence Migdale.
Holiday House, 2002.
Keegan, Marcia. Pueblo Boy: Growing Up in Two Worlds.
Cobblehill, 1991.
Kindersley, Anabel & Barnabas Kindersley. Children Just Like Me:
A Unique Celebration of Children around the World.
DK Children, 1995.
King, Sandra. Shannon: An Ojibway Dancer.
Photographs by Catherine Whipple. First Avenue Editions, 1993.
McMillan, Bruce. Salmon Summer. Houghton Mifflin. 1998.
Pitkanen, Matti A. The Children of China. Carolrhoda, 1990.
Pitkanen, Matti A.. The Children of Egypt. Carolrhoda, 1993.
Pitkanen, Matti A. The Children of Nepal. Carolrhoda, 1990.
Pitkanen, Matti A. The Grandchildren of the Incas. Carolrhoda, 1991.
Roessel, Monty. Kinaaldá: A Navajo Girl Grows Up. Lerner, 1993.
Rose, Lavera. Grandchildren of the Lakota. Lerner, 1998.
Secakuku, Susan. Meet Mindy: A Native Girl from the Southwest.
Council Oak Books 2006.
Sola, Michele. Angela Weaves a Dream: The Story of a Young Maya
Artist. Photographs by Jeffrey Jay Foxx. Hyperion, 1997.
Staub, Frank J. The Children of Belize . Carolrhoda, 1997.
Staub, Frank J. Children of the Tlingit. Carolrhoda, 1999.

Children
of the World
One of the joys of travel is
meeting new people. In
this column, readers will
meet children from
around the United States
and around the world. In
reading these gems, one
will find that children are
children the world over.
Many of the books are
now out of print, but local
libraries should carry
most of them.
Happy Reading!
Deborah Thompson
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June 2014
1 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:10 am
11:10 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Chancel Choir
Worship Service
Willie J. Keaton, Jr.,
preaching
Coffee Hour
Children’s Choir
Chancel Choir
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study

Classic Towns
Basketball

4 Wednesday
2:45 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
5 Thursday
6:00 pm
7:00 pm
6 Friday
3:30 pm
6:30 pm
7 Saturday
8:15 am
10:00 am
9:30 am
8 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am

11:10 am
11:10 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

12 Thursday
6:00 pm
13 Friday
3:30 pm
6:30 pm

2 Monday
3 Tuesday
9:30 am
6:00 pm

11 Wednesday
2:45 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:30 pm
Christian Education
Committee
6:30 pm
GACM Board Meeting

Keystone State Boychoir
Session
Drop-in-Center
Elementary School Youth
Group

7:00 pm
14 Saturday
10:00 am
15 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am
11:10 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Drop-in-Center
Middle School Youth
Group
Freedom School Parent
Meeting
Open Gym
Trinity Sunday
Summer Choir
Worship Service
Rev. Ken Ross,
preaching
Children’s Choir
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study

22 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am

11:10 am
11:10 am
11:30 am
11:30 am

Open Gym
Summer Choir
Worship Service
Graduate Recognition
Christian Heyer-Rivera,
preaching
Coffee Hour
Children’s Choir
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study

23 Monday
8:00 am

Freedom School

24 Tuesday
8:00 am
6:00 pm

Freedom School
Basketball

25 Wednesday
8:00 am
Freedom School
2:45 pm
Staff Meeting
6:30 pm
Mission & Outreach
Committee
26 Thursday
8:00 am

Freedom School

27 Friday
8:00 am
3:30 pm

Freedom School
Drop-in-Center

28 Saturday
9:00 am
10:00 am

Reader’s Choice
Open Gym

16 Monday
Keystone State Boychoir
Open Gym
Congregation Development
Committee
Pentecost
Chancel Choir
Worship Service
Communion
Rev. Kevin Porter,
preaching
Coffee Hour
Children’s Choir
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study

17 Tuesday
6:00 pm

Basketball

Basketball

18 Wednesday
2:45 pm
Staff Meeting
4:00 pm
Keystone State Boychoir
7:00 pm
Property Committee
19 Thursday
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
20 Friday
8:00 am

9 Monday
10 Tuesday
6:00 pm

Keystone State Boychoir

21 Saturday
10:00 am

3:30 pm
6:30 pm

Keystone State Boychoir
Administration &
Finance Committee
Germantown Special
Services District
Drop-in-Center
High School Youth
Group

29 Sunday
8:45 am
10:00 am

11:10 am
11:30 am
11:30 am
30 Monday
8:00 am

Summer Choir
Worship Service
Ordination and
Installation of Officers
Rev. Kevin Porter,
preaching
Children’s Choir
Sunday School
Adult Bible Study
Freedom School

35 West Chelten Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19144
Phone: 215-843-8811
Fax: 215-844-8144
E-mail: FPCG.Germantown@gmail.com

We’re on the web
www.fpcgermantowm.org

