THE FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN
G E R M A N TOW N
SPECIAL
DATES OF
INTEREST:

Wednesday
January 2
Session
7:00 PM
Sunday
January 6
Epiphany of the
Lord
Communion
Worship
10:00 AM
Wednesday
January 9
Electric
Up-grade
Church closed
Sunday
January 20
Concert
Philadelphia
Sinfonia
3:00 PM
Monday
January 21
Martin Luther
King
Day of Service
Sunday
February 3
Congregational
Development
Bread & Soup
Sale
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From The Pastor
Dear Friends,
Happy New Year!
Edith Lovejoy Pierce
wrote this about a new
year: “We will open the
book. Its pages are blank.
We are going to put
words on them ourselves.
The book is called Opportunity and its first
chapter is New Year's
Day.”
What a great way to
begin 2013, by seeing it
as a book whose pages
are blank and we will
each write the book both
for ourselves and our
church by seizing the
opportunities that which
God presents to us. As
friends and members of
The First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown I
encourage you to recognize the many opportunities to participate in
things like Bible Study,
prayer, choirs (Chancel,
Gospel and Bell), working with our children and

youth, serving on one of
our many committees,
volunteering with our
outreach programs like
the Crisis Ministry and
Interfaith
Hospitality
Network, being regular
in your attendance at
worship, calling or writing a member or friend
of our church who is not
able to attend any longer,
attending special events,
introducing yourself to
someone you do not
know very well in the
church, inviting someone
to come to worship or a
program at First Church.

new year ready to roll up
our sleeves and jump
into the opportunities for
ministry that are before
us.
Contemplate the
words of this poem written by William Arthur
Ward:

Oprah Winfrey said,
“Cheers to a New Year
and another chance for
us to get it right.”
Cheers! Let us all take
advantage of this opportunity to be more involved in the life and
ministry of our church of Christ’s Church that
he has entrusted in our
hands. Let us start this

I have the opportunity
Once more to right some
wrongs, To pray for
peace, to plant a tree,
And sing more joyful
songs! “
Happy New Year!

“Another fresh new
year is here Another year
to live! To banish worry,
doubt, and fear, To love
and laugh and give!
This bright new year is
given me To live each
day with zest To daily
grow and try to be My
highest and my best!

I look forward to
seeing you in church.

Nancy
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Hurricane Sandy Mission Meeting
When
Hurricane
Katrina hit the Gulf
states, FPCG members and friends
joined in the rebuilding of a little town
named Pearlington,
Mississippi.
Our
minibus made several
21 hour non-stop
treks over the course
of a few years,
providing those of us
who went on the mission trips with relationships and memories that affect our

Hurricane
Sandy

Now,
Hurricane
Sandy has brought its
own need for recovery much closer to
Germantown.
Join
Liz Drum and others
after worship on January 20 to hear what
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance (PDA) is

doing to rebuild areas
hit by Sandy and how
you can join in the
effort.
If there is
enough
interest,
FPCG will plan a
mission trip to make
the greatest impact
we can with the gifts
and talents we have
to offer. If Pearlington is any indication
of what can happen,
we will receive as
much as what we will
give, if not more.

Bread and Cup

Next
The first Sunday of
most months is Bread
and Cup Coffeehouse
Sunday at FPCG, but
January and February
are exceptions to that
general rule. In
January, we’ll be
taking a break so
that you can support the Keystone
State Boychoir as
it performs its
winter
concert,
Sunday January 6
at 3:00 pm.

Bread and Cup
Sunday,
February 10
4:00PM

W

lives to this day.
Reverend Porter relates two such stories
in his Ministry Vignettes in this issue
of Windows.
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On Sunday, February 3, we won’t be
having Bread and
Cup so that you can
enjoy
the
Super
Bowl! However, you
can support Bread
and Cup (and get
your food for the big
game) by purchasing
home made baked
goods, soups, and
chilis during coffee
hour. Proceeds are
used to support the
multicultural and in-

tergenerational coffeehouse. If you can
contribute something
to be sold, please
contact Susan Mills
Farrington.
The
coffeehouse
returns Sunday, February 10 at 4:00 pm.
Thanks for your support in creating a
space where all are
welcome and so
many God-given gifts
are shared and celebrated!
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Day Celebration: 8:30 am

Worship & Service Projects

4th Annual MLK Day
Monday, January 21, 2013
The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown
35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144
Think about this – what is YOUR dream for:
Yourself? Your family? Your community? Your church?
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Challenge Offering—Friends of Vernon Park
The Friends of
Vernon Park is
a
non-profit
organization of
volunteers dedicated to the
restoration and
upkeep
of
Vernon Park.
In recent years
their partnership with the

Dear Members and
Friends,
Shocked, saddened,
angry and truly numb
are just some of the
feelings my family
had when we heard
then painfully realized that my nephew
Reuben Mitchell was
fatally injured in a
motor cycle accident
on November 12,
2012. My brother lost
his youngest son at
age 31. I can only
imagine how my
brother and sister in
law feel. I called my
brother to inform him
of the news late in the
day as my brother
lives 500 miles away
in North Carolina.

FPCG Finances through
November
Inc $853,392.00
Exp $860,183.00
Net $ -6,791.00
October Challenge Offering
supporting
Church World Service
raised $533.00

January
Community Outreach
GACM
$2,750.00
Reading Buddies
$1,250.00

I

N

Park beautiful with a
generous donation to
the January Challenge
Offering.
Checks should be
made payable to First
Church and marked
Friends of Vernon
Park.

Thank You from Carolyn Ballard Freeman

Financial
Reports

W

Department of Recreation and Philadelphia Green has completely transformed
the park from an eyesore to a beautiful
oasis that borders our
church. The park is
now used by the community and by our
own Freedom School.
Help keep Vernon
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My nephew made his
home happily here in
Philadelphia, having
lived in Georgia,
Louisiana,
Canada
(Vancouver and Toronto) and then for
the past two years in
Philadelphia. He was
happy in his chosen
career of theater arts
and with the advent
of
social
media
shared his love for his
craft with many. The
people who arrived at
our church to pay
tribute to Reuben illustrated the impact
that Reuben had on
so many. My role as
the sister, aunt, comforter and family coordinator was signifi-

cant and I knew that
God would lead my
church which is my
spiritual life line to
provide for my family
the support we needed. I thank Pastor
Muth for patiently
guiding me and both
she and Pastor Porter
praying with my
brother and his family
to plan a funeral in
two days. Additionally, I thank my
church family, who
helped plan and then
worked all day to
make our celebration
of Reuben’s life
memorable. I also
thank you for your
cards and your continued prayers.
—Carolyn Ballard Freeman
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Adult Christian Education

FPCG is enjoying an
adult Christian education renaissance!
At
press time, we were in
the midst of a two-part
study looking at the
Christmas story through
the eyes of urban ministry. Over the past two
months, about a dozen
members participated in
the launch of our new
“Foundations Series” by
joining Reverend Porter
in an eight-session study
of the Bible from
Scratch: New Testament
for Beginners curriculum.

page six of this issue of
Windows for a surprising
story of what can happen when we take Bible
study into the community. Also, watch for news
of the next Foundation
Series offering, Bible
from Scratch: Old Testament for Beginners in
future Windows.
In January, two new
Bible study offerings are
available to you in addition to the long-standing
11:30 Jennings Room
discussion
(facilitated
most Sundays by Reverend Porter) that provides
an opportunity to delve
deeper into one of the
passages read in worship
that week:

Each week the same
lesson was held Friday
afternoons in the Wired
Beans coffee shop and
Sunday mornings at
FPCG. The class provided an overview of the
structure, themes, and
context of the New Testament books, giving all
involved a deeper appreciation and understanding of what the original
readers of the text
gleaned from it as well
as what these scriptures
mean for us today. In
addition, those who took
part learned the importance of prayerful
interaction with scripture in deepening their
relationship with God
and each other.

New “Hymn Notes”
Bible Study
Have you ever wondered about the stories
behind some of your
favorite hymns? Who
wrote them and what
inspired them? Seminarian Sharan Knoell
will lead the first in an
occasional series exploring these questions and
more on Sunday, January 6 at 11:30. If you
love Amazing Grace,
you’ll appreciate it even
more
after
hearing
Sharan share the dramatic story of the composer’s life.

See Reverend Porter’s
“Ministry Vignettes” on
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In addition, among
other aspects, she’ll examine how the music
interprets the text, how
the hymn has been used
in contexts beyond worship, and its theological
significance. After experiencing this class,
you will never sing or
hear Amazing Grace the
same way again! Let
Sharan know if you have
suggestions of other
hymns you would like
her to illuminate. Your
favorite may be the focus of the next offering
of Hymn Notes.
Read the Bible in a
Year!
If one of your New
Year’s resolutions is to
read the Bible from cover to cover, you are not
alone. Dani Howard and
Dick Liberty began their
journey through the
scriptures during Advent, using the book The
Bible Challenge as their
guide. Their experience
has been so great that
they invite you to join
them!
The Bible Challenge
provides
participants
with a daily meditation
“along with questions
and prayers to stimulate
reflection on the readings and help readers
apply God’s wisdom,”
editor Marek P. Zabris-

kie explains. In addition,
the
website
www.thecenterforbiblica
lstudies.org offers tips
on how to make best use
of the daily meditation,
ways to connect with
other readers, and other
resources for your enrichment. Periodically,
FPCG members and
friends who take the
challenge will gather to
share with and support
one another.
Consider Rev. Zabriskie’s testimonial:
“Over 180 church members and 90 friends committed to read the Bible
in a year. We read stories that are never read
aloud in church. Some
stories were very challenging and even disturbing. Some provoked
great theological questions and made us realize how much the Bible
relates to current events.
Because so many church
members were participating, The Bible Challenge began to transform
our church.”
Can the same thing
happen
at
FPCG?
There’s only one way to
find out: Take the challenge!
Contact Dani
Howard, Dick Liberty,
or Rev. Porter if you
would like to get more
information or connect
with other participants.
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Ministry Vignettes from Reverend Porter
On Sunday, December
16, I delivered a sermon
in which I made reference to several stories
illustrating how FPCG
ministries have borne
witness to the joy we
have in Jesus Christ.
Because time did not
permit me to relate them
fully, and because Windows reaches many who
can’t make it to worship,
I hope you’ll appreciate
this recap:

years. And yet, when he
heard Sandy was threatening Philadelphia, his
was the first call I received to check in to see
if my family, home and
church were o.k.
A second Katrina
story…
Christian told me that
he ran into a young lady
who had joined us on
one of our mission trips
when she was in high
school. She told him,
“When FPCG organizes
its mission trip to help
folks hit by Sandy, let
me know. I want to be a
part of it!” What struck
him was that she said,
“When FPCG organizes
its mission trip…not
“If.” Even though she
hasn’t been in the life of
the congregation for
quite some time, she
thinks of FPCG as a
congregation that responds to needs near and
far. And, as her offer
shows, her role in helping us help others still
motivates her to this
day.

What the storm
blew in…
About 10:30 the night
Hurricane Sandy roared
through town, my lights
went out. While I was
still fumbling in the dark
trying to put the batteries in the radio and
flashlight I hadn’t previously thought I’d really
need to use, my cell
phone rang. I didn’t
recognize the area code,
but I did recognize the
voice. It was Joseph
Keyes—the point person
we befriended when we
went to Pearlington, MS
to help them rebuild after Hurricane Katrina.

Bible study in the
community…
Holding our Bible
from Scratch study at
the Wired Beans coffee
shop drew me out of my
comfort zone. It’s one
thing to lead Bible study
in the Jennings Room,
where everyone within

You may remember
Joseph.
He visited
FPCG to share his experiences and relay his
thanks.
Although he
kept in contact with us,
for example when the
Saints beat the Eagles
many playoffs ago, I
hadn’t spoken to him in
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earshot chooses to be
there. It’s totally different to be in a public
place with folks on their
laptops who had no idea
we were coming. I tried
to modulate my volume
so that those in our circle could hear me while
not being so loud as to
annoy the others trying
to focus on their screens.

to what was said to them
the day they came to
worship—not just during the service, but also
at the luncheon that followed.
For example,
after Reverend Nancy
offered grace for the
meal, one of the Disciples said, “How did she
know we needed help
with our jump shots?”

During only our second session, I was wrapping up explaining why
the writer of Matthew’s
gospel included a genealogy in his narrative
when I heard a voice
from outside the circle
say, “Oh! That’s why
that’s in there. I always
wondered about that.”
A young man who was
sitting in the corner
reading a book had been
tuned into our conversation and not only took
the time to learn more
about FPCG, but reacquainted himself with
several of us the next
day when he was catching the 65 bus while we
were holding our flea
market.

In the close of his
email, Chris showed
how he had internalized
the sermon by reworking
one of my illustrations.
I recounted Eileen’s
sharing of the story of a
philosophy
professor
who would dare his students each year to prove
the existence of God by
praying that the glass he
held aloft would not
break if dropped. When
a student finally took
him up on his offer, the
professor dropped the
glass, which hit his foot
and rolled to the ground
intact.

Living with the
sermon…
Disciples
basketball
coach (and FPCG member) Chris Scott sent an
email to thank the congregation for its hospitality and support of the
team. He shared how
intently his team listened

Chris reimagined the
glass as his players, the
professor as life—with
all of its threats, and
FPCG as the foot.
Friends, we have so
many reasons to be joyful and so many opportunities to share it. As
Reverend Nancy says at
the end of each sermon,
“Thanks be to God!”
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January
1
5
6
8
8
9
9
11
16
16

Krista Hoekema-Boerman
Sarah Andrews
Dieter Littles
Garth Herrick
Christopher Thompson
Drew Hood
James Kelly
Elizabeth Cameron
Jeremy Jones
Kevin Patterson

16
16
17
17
19
22
22
23
24
26

Randy Rosensteel
Peter Thompson
Jessie Coleman
Linda Leube
Klaas Hoekema-Boerman
Carl Spurlock
Anne Williams
Peter Miller
Jen Hasse
Larry Elliott

CGI: Now More Than Ever

Germantown
High is on the

You may have heard
Germantown High is on
the list of Philadelphia
public schools being
considered for closure.
FPCG has been a founding member of the Germantown Clergy Initiative (GCI) for years,

list of
Philadelphia
public schools
to be
considered for

mentoring
Germantown’s students and advocating for improvement in the school’s academic and security climate. If you would like
to make a difference at
Germantown
High
School, please contact

Christian Heyer-Rivera.
GCI can use your support now, more than ever.

closure.

Black History Month is Coming
The Congregational Development and Fellowship Committee (CD&F)
wants to make it
easier for our
congregation to
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take advantage of the
many opportunities
Philadelphia offers to
celebrate Black history next month. If you
know of something
commemorating the
contributions of African-Americans that

you believe others at
FPCG would enjoy,
please contact Mandy
Adams. The committee will help spread
the word and, if possible, coordinate a
church trip around it!
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Children’s Book Spot
K-3
Anderson, M.T. Handel: Who Knew What He Liked.
Illustrated by Kevin Hawkes. Candlewick, 2001.
Anderson, M.T. Strange Mr. Satie.
Illustrated by Petra Mathers. Viking, 2009.
Celenza, Anna Harwell. The Farewell Symphony.
Illustrated by Joan E. Kitchel. Talewind, 2000.
Cline-Ransome, Lesa. Before There Was Mozart: The Story of Joseph Boulogne,
Chevalier de Saint-George. Illustrated by James E. Ransome.
Schwartz & Wade, 2011.
Rusch, Elizabeth. For the Love of Music: The Remarkable Story of Maria Anna
Mozart. Illustrated by Lou Fancher and Steve Johnson.
Tricycle Press, 2011.
Ryan, Pam Munoz. When Marian Sang: The True Recital of Marian Anderson.
Pictures by Brian Selznick. Scholastic, 2002.
Stanley, Diane. Mozart, the Wonder Child. Harper Collins, 2009.
Venezia, Mike. Beethoven. Children’s Press, 1996.
Venezia, Mike. Johannes Brahms. Children’s Press, 1999.
Winter, Jeanette. Sebastian: A Book about Bach. Harcourt, 1999.

Happy Birthday
Mozart

This month’s column
honors Mozart, boy
genius and classical
musician extraordinaire,
born January 27, 1756.
The list includes
biographies of classical
composers and
performers. Two
especially interesting
biographies are about
Joseph Boulogne,
Chevalier de SaintGeorge, the son of a
slave and a French
nobleman. He was a
contemporary of
Mozart and was often
called the “Black
Mozart.”

4-6
Allman, Barbara. Her Piano Sang: A Story about Clara Schumann.
Illustrated by Shelly O. Haas. Lerner, 2002.
Brewster, Hugh. The Other Mozart: The Life of the Chevalier Saint-George.
Illustrated by Eric Velasquez. Abrams, 2006.
Kamen, Gloria. Hidden Music: The Life of Fanny Mendelssohn. Atheneum, 1996.
Krull, Kathleen. Lives of the Musicians: Good Times, Bad Times (And What the
Neighbors Thought). Illustrated by Kathryn Hewitt. Harcourt, 1993.
Lang Lang. Lang Lang: Playing with Flying Keys. Random House Children’s
Books, 2008
Rubin, Susan Goldman. Music Was It: Young Leonard Bernstein.
Charlesbridge 2011

Happy Reading!
Deborah Thompson
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January 2013
1 Tuesday

New Year’s Day
Church Closed

2 Wednesday
4:00pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:30pm
Line Dancing
7:00pm
Session
3 Thursday
6:00pm
4 Friday
7:30pm
5 Saturday
9:30am
6 Sunday
8:45am
9:40am
10:00am
11:10am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
12:45pm
3:00pm
6:00pm

Gospel Choir
Keystone State Boychoir
Concert
Congregational Development Committee
Chancel Choir
Power of PrayerWestside Room
Worship Service
Children’s Choir
Deacons’ Meeting
Sunday School
Gospel Choir
Chancel Choir
Basketball
Keystone Concert
Keystone Concert

7 Monday

9 Wednesday
6:30pm
Christian Education
Committee
6:30pm
GACM Board Meeting
6:30pm
Line Dancing

11 Friday
2:30pm
6:30pm
12 Saturday
10:00am

10:00am
11:10am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
12:45pm
14 Monday
7:00pm

Gospel Choir
Drop-in-Center
Elementary School Youth
Group
Open Gym

Bible Study
Chancel Choir
Power of PrayerWestside Room
Worship Service
Children’s Choir
Sunday School
Gospel Choir
Confirmation Class
Chancel Choir
Basketball
Communication
Committee

15 Tuesday
16 Wednesday
4:00pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:00pm
Worship & Music
Committee
6:30pm
Line Dancing
7:00pm
Property Committee
17 Thursday
6:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:30pm
18 Friday
1:00pm
2:30pm
6:30pm

8 Tuesday

10 Thursday
6:00pm

13 Sunday
8:30am
8:45am
9:40am

19 Saturday
8:15am
10:00am
20 Sunday
8:30am
8:45am
9:40am
10:00am
11:10am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
12:45pm
3:00pm

Administration & Finance
Committee
Gospel Choir
Artists’ Round Table
Voices-in-Bronze
Bible Study
Drop-in-Center
Middle School Youth
Group
Keystone State Boychoir
Open Gym

21 Monday
8:30am

Martin Luther King Day
Day of Service at FPCG

22 Tuesday
23 Wednesday
4:00pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:00pm
Mission & Outreach
Committee
6:30pm
Line Dancing
24 Thursday
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:30pm

Gospel Choir
Germantown Community
Connection
Voices-in-Bronze

25 Friday
2:30pm
6:30pm

Drop-in-Center
High School Youth Group

26 Saturday
8:15am
9:00am
11:00am

Keystone State Boychoir
Readers’ Choice
Ice Skating Trip

27 Sunday
8:30am
8:45am
9:40am
10:00am
11:10am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
11:30am
12:45pm

Bible Study
Chancel Choir
Power of PrayerWestside Room
Worship Service
Children’s Choir
Deacons’ Meeting
Sunday School
Gospel Choir
Confirmation Class
Chancel Choir
Basketball

28 Monday
7:00pm

Evangelism Committee

29 Tuesday
Bible Study
Chancel Choir
Power of PrayerWestside Room
Worship Service
Children’s Choir
Sunday School
Gospel Choir
Confirmation Class
Chancel Choir
Basketball
Sinfonia Concert

30 Wednesday
4:00pm
Keystone State Boychoir
6:30pm
Line Dancing
31 Thursday
6:00pm
7:30pm

Gospel Choir
Voices-in-Bronze
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We’re on the web
www.fpcgermantowm.org

E-mail: FPCG.Germantown@gmail.com

Fax: 215-844-8144

Phone: 215-843-8811

35 West Chelten Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19144

