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Special Dates of  

Interest:  
Sunday, January 1Sunday, January 1Sunday, January 1   

New Yearõs Day 

Worship 

10:00AM  

 

Wednesday, January 4Wednesday, January 4Wednesday, January 4   

Session 

7:00PM 

  

Sunday, January 8Sunday, January 8Sunday, January 8   

Worship 

Communion 

Guest Choir 

The Princeton Girl Choir 

10:00AM  

Bread and Cup 

7:00PM 

 

Monday, January 16Monday, January 16Monday, January 16   

Martin Luther King Day 

Worship 

9:00AM  

Service Projects 

9:30AM  

Lunch 

12:00PM  

 

Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21Saturday, January 21   

Strategic Planning  

Workshop 

9:00AM 

 

Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22Sunday, January 22   

Church Financial Seminar 

11:30AM 

Dear Friends,  
    

   Happy New Year!  
            

    Who knows what 
this next year will 
bring to each of us in-
dividually, to our fami-
lies, our community, 
our nation, our world, 
our church.  Last Jan-
uary we could not  have 
imagined what would 
transpire in 2011.  Did 
you have any idea that 
over these last 12 
months we would en-
dure the senseless act 
of an assailant opening 
fire outside a grocery 
store in Arizona, kill-
ing six people and 
wounding 13 others, 
including Rep. Gabri-
elle Giffords?  Did you 
have any idea that in 
countries around the 
world there would be 
protests and demon-
strations leading to 
transitions in govern-
ance, and in our own 
country people camp-

 

ing out and òoccupyingó 
some of our major cit-
ies?  It was 2011 when 
Osama bin Laden was 
finally found and assas-
sinated.  Did we think 
that would ever hap-
pen?  How could we 
have envisioned the 
devastation from the 
earthquake and Tsuna-
mi that occurred in Ja-
pan and the flooding 
and mudslides in Rio de 
Janeiro and an earth-
quake in eastern Tur-
key?  And what about 
the turmoil that has 
been taking place right 
in Germantown over 
the development of a 
new strip mall just sev-
eral blocks from our 
church?   
    Not all that happened 
in 2011 was bad, for 
think of the new friend 
you met and made this 
year.  There were some 
beautiful babies born 
and baptized in our 
church over these 
months and weddings 
taking place in our 
sanctuary. We probably 
did not imagine these 
things happening when 
we ushered in the new 
year last January.  Just 
as today we cannot im-
agine what is in store 
for 2012.   
    Do we really want to 

know?  Would it be 
helpful to know what 
is going to happen to-
morrow or next 
month?  I think it is 
best that we do not 
know what the future 
holds for us, but what 
we do need to know is 
that whatever comes 
our way God is with 
us always.  In Ro-
mans, we read, òFor I 
am convinced that nei-
ther death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, 
nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all 
creation, will be able 
to separate us from 
the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our 
Lord.ó  It does not 
matter what may 
come our way, God is 
always with us, loving 
us.  If we will remem-
ber this fact and be as 
convinced about its 
being true as was 
Paul when he wrote 
the letter to the Ro-
mans we truly will 
have a very Happy 
New Year!  
              

   See you in church! 
 

 
   Nancy      

 

From The PastorFrom The PastorFrom The Pastor   
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Financial  

 Reports  

November  

Challenge Offering  supporting  

Church World Blankets  

  raised $807.00 

  

January 

Community Outreach 
  

Germantown Avenue Crisis 

Ministry  

2,750.00 

St. Catherine Laboure Clinic  

$2,500.00 
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FPCG Budget through November  

                November                          YTD  

     Inc          $68,226.00                $817,110.00  

    Exp       $76,540.00               $813,047.00  

     Net     -$8,314.00           $4,063.00  

   As you are reading this January, 2012 issue of Windows , the 
2011 financial year has   closed.  It is hopeful that this closure re-
sulted in meeting our goal of keeping the spending within our 
means.  Through the first 11 months of 2011 we have done well 
and there is every hope that the balance of the year continued on 
this path.  
   How do you find out how we did?  There will be another presen-
tation in our seminar series on church finances ð this one will be 
on January 22 at 11:30 AM.  At that point we will explore in depth 
how we did financially in 2011 and the outlook for 2012 and be-
yond.  Around the middle of January a summary for 2010 results 
will be prepared for the February issue of Windows .  That infor-
mation also will be submitted to the church website and may be 
viewed there.         

   At this point we have reached over 90% of the pledge goal for 
2012 mission support.  For those of you that have responded - a 
sincere thank you for your support.  For those who have not yet 
responded - please try to make your commitment as soon as possi-
ble. 

 
Administration & Finance 

Committee  

 

   

January 2012 

A Piece of the RockA Piece of the RockA Piece of the Rock   

In Memory ofIn Memory ofIn Memory of   

Jean S. CulverJean S. CulverJean S. Culver   

Third Century Fund  
Continues to GROW 

   The Third Century Fund continues to GROW .  Here is the cur-
rent status ð at the end of 2011 the fund balance is over $60,000 ð 
at the end of 2010 the fund balance was $28,577.  This growth has 
been due to current members responding to the goal of this fund.  
   Consider how you can help continue our churchõs mission in the 
future.  As you know we rely significantly on the gifts of earlier 
committed members, through our existing endowment, to provide 
resources for our current mission.  Contributions to the Third    
Century Fund will provide assistance, in a similar manner, for the 
future.  
             

Now is the time for others to join in and seriously  
consider their support of the Third Century Fund.  

            

   The Third Century Fund was established in 2009 as part of the 
200th  anniversary celebration of The First Presbyterian Church in 
Germantown.  The Third Century Fund is intended to ensure that 
the church continues to have an endowment for future genera-
tions.  Donations to this fund are a way to leave a legacy that will 
help ensure the continued ministry of First Church.  This new 
fund has the purpose to grow over time through both additional 
contributions and reinvested proceeds.   
   Donations to the Third Century Fund can be made through gifts 
of cash, securities, other investment instruments or planned gifts.  
Your gifts and commitments can be made to the church office, at-
tention Kathy Charlesworth.  



Church Financial Seminar  

Continues on January 22 
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   The next seminar on our churchõs finances will be held on January 22 at 11:30 AM in the Finney 

Room.  This will be the seventh in a continuing series that was prompted by requests from the 2009 

Church Study.  One of the studyõs seven recommendations was that a great need exists for more in-

formation and knowledge about finances . 

   At this seminar there will be detailed financial results for 2011 and the outlook for 2012.  Additionally 

other financial information and status will be provided.  These are critical times for our church as we 

strive to match our resources of people, facilities and finances to the mission of the church.  

   The prior seminars provided a foundation for understanding how our resources are managed as well 

as where they come from, where they are expended, and the operating financial results.  This seminar 

will continue to use some newer presentation methods and will also utilize trend analysis so that we can 

better view what may happen in the future.  With this information we may be able to be better prepared 

by identifying possible action plans.   All of this information should be of interest to all church members 

and especially all officers.   

   The seminar will last about 45 minutes. This small investment of your time may result in a virtual 

wealth of information about this vital aspect of mission support.  Bring your coffee and snacks to the 

meeting and encourage a fellow member to come with you on January 22.  Remember that we briefly 

review any earlier applicable information so prior attendance is not a requirement!  

  

January 2012 

Serendipity Bible Studies 

   Have you made a New Yearõs resolution to deepen your faith, increase your in-

volvement in the life of the church, or build more meaningful relationships in the 

year ahead?  The Serendipity Bible study can help on all three fronts!  There are two 

groups meeting Sundays at 11:30 ñone in the Jennings Room, moderated by Rever-

end Kevin Porter, and a young adults group meeting on the second floor above the 

Jennings Room moderated by Chris Scott.  Both are designed to be òuser friendly,ó 

with engaging discussions guaranteed to inspire and inform, regardless of your Bibli-

cal literacy or point of view.  Please bring your second cup from coffee hour and join 

us. 

   The Bread and Cup Coffeehouse kicks off 2012 on Sunday, January 8 with a 

karaoke night from 7:00 to 9:00 pm in Longstreth Auditorium.  You are invited to 

take your turn at the microphone in front of the friendliest audience in town ei-

ther to sing a song (accompanied by professional studio arrangements) or to offer 

a poem, joke, or short story during our time of open microphone.  Or, if you prefer, 

just come to cheer on the others and be surprised at the depth of singing talent 

we have in our congregation and community.  We welcome your contributions of 

dishes to share for our hospitality table.  We serve everything from salads to en-

trees to dessert.   

The New Year is a great reason to bring a friend or make a new one at Bread and Cup! 

Bread and Cup Coffeehouse 
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January 2012                                             W I  N D O W S  

We will be celebrating the  

LIFE  and DREAMS  of 

Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 

 

  

 A day of Service 

Good-fellowship 

Lunch at Noon 

More Information:            
   

215-843-8811 

Day Celebration: 9:00 am-Worship 

9:30 am Service Projects 

3rd Annual MLK Day  
Monday, January 16, 2012 

The First Presbyterian Church in Germantown 

35 West Chelten Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19144 
 

Think about this �² what is YOUR  dream for: 

      Yourself? Your family? Your community? Your church?  
 

 

 


